December 2017

Rotary Club of Alturas
Taking Action in Our Community and Around the World

Fellow Rotarians,
The Holiday Season is upon us, it is that time of year to reflect on the
past year and all of our accomplishments, which our club has many. I
am so proud to be a part of such an amazing group of people, who, no
matter what is put in front of us, we find a way to accomplish.
Our club has its Annual Holiday Tea this month and it is looking to be a
spectacular “Spirit of Christmas”.
I would like to take this time to extend my best wishes to all this
Holiday Season. May you make many memories with family and
friends.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

PROGRAM FACILITATORS
December: Disease Prevention
and Treatment

Dec 5: Carol Sharp
Dec 12: Laine Hoy
Dec 19: Christmas Luncheon
Dec 26: No meeting

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

Dec 9: Holiday Tea social and
fundraiser
Dec 11: ARCF Meeting
Dec 19: Christmas luncheon
Dec 14-16: Block M Basketball
Tournament

CLUB CONTRIBUTIONS TO ROTARY
INTERNATIONAL as of 27 Oct 2017

Youth Park News and Notes

Annual Fund Goal: $8,000
Annual Fund YTD: 1,548
PolioPlus Goal: $3,600
Polio Plus YTD: $237

✓

The Oversight Committee is looking into opportunities for
revenue to augment the remaining Youth Park and Skate
Park funds. Possible sources are Parks and Recreation
funding, the McConnell Foundation, and a local capital
campaign.

BIRTHDAYS

✓

JLS concessions kitchen equipment will be ordered in the
Spring. The exhaust hood is being designed.

ANNIVERSARIES

Dec 21: Elizabeth Cavasso
Dec 26: Jeanne Cain
Dec 28: Amy Foster
Dec 29: Amanda McAdams

Dec 2: Jim & Elizabeth Cavasso

FOLLOW US

Web: www.alturasrotary.org
FB: www.facebook.com/
alturasrotary/
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Good Friends, Good Food, Good Times
Annual Alturas Rotary Luncheon
December 19 at noon
Niles Hotel
Family and friends are welcome
The best thing about having good memories is making them!
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Veterans Guest House in Reno
The veterans guest house in Reno and District
5190 provides temporary lodging to U.S. military
service veterans and their families while they are
receiving treatment at any medical facility in the
Reno area.
Noreen Leary, CEO of the veterans guest house
and member of the Rotary Club of Reno Sunrise
attended a meeting of Alturas Rotary recently.
The local club extended an invitation to all
veterans in the Modoc County area to join the
presentation, with complementary lunch
included.

The Rotary clubs of the Reno area strongly support the
guesthouse and are significant factors in the fundraising
efforts. They are always available to help with the facility
as needs arise. It is a small price for us to pay to honor
those who fought for our freedom.
For more information, contact Noreen Leary at
775-324-6958, or visit the guest house at 880 Locust
Street, right across the street from the VA medical center.
Submitted by: Carol Sharp

Noreen and chairman of the board Terry Tholl
informed guests of the resources provided at the
guesthouse, which include veterans receiving
outpatient care, families of veterans who are
hospitalized, and veterans whose immediate
family member is receiving medical treatment. In
the past, those who could not afford a place to
stay while medical treatment was needed often
slept in their cars. Founders of the guest house
vowed they wouldn’t let that continue, thus the
guest house was formed. Initially a small cottage,
it has evolved into what is now a huge $4.2
million expansion of the facilities. This will
increase bed count from 17 to 33 and allow more
than 12,000 nights of comfort annually for the
veterans and families. There is no fee for the
service, however a donation will be accepted if the
veteran is able to make a small one.

Ron Rutledge, a local veteran, spoke of all the
outstanding service he received while
recuperating from major surgery at the VA
hospital. We all encourage everyone to spread the
word and let veterans know what is available for
them when they or their families need medical
help in the Reno area.

Sign up to help at Holiday Tea

x

Sign up to help at Block M

x

Bring family and friends to
Christmas luncheon

x
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Modoc High School Varsity Basketball Teams Complete Tree Planting Effort
Leadership in Action
An exciting and fun day
took place recently
when Alturas Rotary
and Rotary Sunrise
clubs joined forces to
plant 61 trees around
the Masten Ramsey
rodeo grounds in
Alturas. The motivation
for this effort was a
request from Rotary
International President
Ian Reisley that a tree
L to R: Coach Keith Weber, Taryn Burns, Kirsten Bickford, Brooke Lafferty, Charly Simpson,
be planted for each
Mattea Wilson, Haley Lafferty, Hailey Hopkins, Kristy Sphar, Miranda Linker, Anthony
Rotarian. Each tree was Peppars, Javier Cabrera, Garrett Hays, Bradley Kaplan, Tanner Smith, coach Jim Widby
enclosed with a wire
cage to protect it from
vandals and animals. What was missing was a support to allow the trees to remain upright and grow
straight.
When the Modoc High School Varsity basketball boys and girls
teams were pondering a meaningful, sustainable community
project they overwhelmingly chose to solve this dilemma. The
students gathered on a cool day with the threat of rain and
proceeded to place protected wire in opposite directions around
each tree. The trees will now be better prepared to withstand the
strong winds of Modoc’s winters. Material for the project was
donated by Modoc Steel and Alturas Rural Fire Department.
The students’ pride of the community and willingness to be a
part of a project that will continue to benefit the community for
many years is apparent by the work they completed in a
thorough and professional manner. The project was
accomplished under direction of coaches Keith Weber and Jim
Widby.

Several trees also encompass the Junior
Livestock Showground, near the Masten
Ramsey rodeo grounds, which now provide
shade and wind protection for many
individuals and organizations that use the
area. The project was made even better by the
hard work and perseverance of the Modoc
High School Varsity basketball team
members.
Submitted by Carol Sharp

public at no cost, where they can
take a book and return a book.
With Alturas being in a fairly
remote area we don’t ask people
to necessarily return a book, but
to feel free to share it with
others.

Literacy Changes the World
Since our Rotary Club initiated
the Little Free Library in 2014 it
continues to thrive. It has
become a go-to place for the
latest edition or to discover a
book you have always wanted to
read but hadn’t been able to find
it or find the time for it.

Little Free Library makes it
possible for the stock to turn
over fairly rapidly – what is here
today might not be here
tomorrow. On the other hand,
didn’t see what you want? It
might be here on your next visit.

Many travelers and hotel guests
take advantage of the offer,
thankful the gift.
Partnering with the Friends of
the Library brings a welcoming
supply of books to furnish the
shelves. These are books they no
longer need, mostly due to the
overwhelming amount of
donations from residents.
Donations to the Little Free
Library are also accepted.

The books are available during
regular business hours at the
Niles Coffee Company, adjacent
to where our weekly meetings
are held. Check it out!

If you haven’t checked out this
treasure yet, you will be
surprised. The success of the

The purpose of the Little Free
Library is to offer books to the

Submitted by: Carol Sharp

Risk Management Webinar Offered
On December 5, 2017, at 1:00 PM CST Rotary International’s Risk Management Team will host a live
informational webinar to inform interested Rotarians about the U.S. Rotary Clubs & District Liability
Insurance Program and how it relates to events our club is planning.
If you’ve wondered what a certificate of insurance is, this is the webinar for you. The discussion will center
on the importance of contracts for Rotary events while providing a walk-through of the new Insurance
Broker’s dedicated Rotary insurance website.
The webinar is open to all Rotarians. Registration link: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/
2020509132718856961.

2017 - 2018 Board of Directors
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

President: Dianna Bass
Pres. Elect 2018-19: Diana Bass
Past President: Vacant
Secretary: Dick Read/Paul Dolby
Treasurer: Jeanne Cain
Director: Bobby Ray
Director: Vacant
Director: Jim Cavasso

Committee Chairs

x

Club Admin: Elizabeth Cavasso
Service Projects: Walt Davis
International: Alan Cain
Membership: Kathy Delgado
Public Relations: Carol Sharp
Rotary Foundation: David Mason /
Dave Pena
• Vocational: Laine Hoy/Carol Sharp
• Youth: Karen Shimamoto
• Youth Park Oversight: Jim Cavasso
•
•
•
•
•
•

2017 - 2018 ARCF Board of Trustees
Voting Members

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Elizabeth Cavasso, Chair (1 yr term)
Jim Wills (1 yr)
Alan Cain, Vice Chair (2 yr)
Karen Shimamoto, Secretary (3 yr)
Laine Hoy (4 yr)
Dianna Bass (President)
Sandy Stevenson (1 yr)

Non-Voting Members

• Monica Derner (Treas./CPA)
• Walt Davis (Financial Advisor)
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