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Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ!
In This Issue
This month, CROSSFIRE celebrates its fortieth Christmas
together! As the song says, “may your days be merry and
• Event Calendar
P.2
bright!” As we gather together this holiday season with
friends, family, coworkers, and neighbors, I pray that Christ
• Carlisle Events
P.3-4
will be at the center of it all. He is, after all, the “reason for
the season.”
• Directions to Office
P.7
If you are receiving this newsletter, whether it is in paper
form or digitally via the website or regular email list, you
• Harrisburg Events P.5-6
most likely also received a 4th quarter donations appeals
letter. I thank you all in advance for those of you who are
able to give and help support this ministry. Many of our
• Hershey Volunteers
P.7
regular participants, even those who have been affiliated
with CROSSFIRE for decades, believe that the donations
• Lititz Events
P.7
and monies we receive at dances are entirely sufficient to
run this ministry as we have for decades. If only that were
• Registration
P.2
the case. Sadly, we are much like a public tv or radio station
in the way we are funded. While we don’t have an official
• Use Your Gifts
P.7
“membership” requirements, we do rely on regular giving
and support as the primary means to fund the ministry.
Would you prayerfully consider sending a tax-deductible
Contacting CROSSFIRE:
donation to CROSSFIRE this holiday season? If God is
prompting you to support us, you can either respond to the Mail: 430-A Colonial Rd.
Harrisburg, PA 17019
paper letter you were sent or follow the link in the email
blast. Additionally, you can click on the “donate” button at
the bottom of our website at www.cfire.org. Every amount
Office:
717-545-0005
helps, even if it only means giving up buying one cup of
high-end coffee this week in order to send a small donation. Link-Line:
717-545-0017
If you have any questions, please feel free to call the office
(Recorded Listing of Events)
or send us an email at info@cfire.org.
I hope and pray that you all had a fantastic Thanksgiving Email: info@cfire.org
and are feeling a growing sense of holiday cheer. We love
*NEW*
registration@cfire.org
you and pray for you and all the singles CROSSFIRE serves.
My hope and prayer for you this holiday season is that
Website:
www.cfire.org
God will bless you in a special way and that you will be
Meetup:
www.meetup.com/
willing to be that blessing to others who need the love of
Crossfire-Interchurch-SinglesJesus in their lives. May God bless you all.
Ministry/
Yours in Christ,
—Pastor James Franklin

Facebook: www.facebook.com/
crossfiresingles/
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CROSSFIRE Calendar of Events—DEC. 2018-JAN. 2019
(Dates, times, and locations are subject to change. Please see event descriptions for specific registration information.)

















SAT. Dec. 1st

8:00 AM Breakfast Out, Carlisle Diner, 800 W. High St., Carlisle

SAT. Dec. 1st

3:30 PM

Christmas Caroling, Greenfield Living Senior Center, 150 Kempton Ave., Harrisburg

FRI. Dec. 7th

6:00 PM

2nd Friday Lititz, meeting at 200 W. Orange St., Lititz

SAT. Dec. 8th

2:00 PM

“Christmas Wonderland,” Christian Life Assembly, 2645 Lisburn Rd., Camp Hill

SAT. Dec. 15th

7:00 PM

Candy Cane Lane Dance, St. Paul Lutheran Church, 201 W. Louther St., Carlisle

FRI. Dec. 21st

7:00 PM* Christmas Carol Sing, Plainfield First Church of God, 2089 Newville Rd., Plainfield*

SAT. Dec. 29th

5:00 PM

MON. Dec. 31st

6:30-12:10 New Year’s Eve “Mystery Dinner” Devonshire Church, 5630 Devonshire Rd., Harrisburg

FRI. Jan. 4th

7:00 PM

SAT. Jan 5th

9:00 AM Breakfast in Carlisle, Cracker Barrel, 3 E. Garland Dr., Carlisle

SAT. Jan. 12th

9AM-2PM Mission Central Service Project, 5 Pleasant View Drive, Mechanicsburg

SAT. Jan. 12th

7:00 PM

Lititz Dance, Lititz Church of the Brethren, 300 W. Orange St., Lititz

SAT. Jan 19th

7:00 PM

Carlisle Sock Hop Dance, St. Paul Lutheran Church, 201 W. Louther St., Carlisle

SAT. Jan. 26th

TBD

Community Night/Souper Bowl, location/speaker TBD*

Bowling and Dining Out, Trindle Bowl, 4695 Trindle Rd., Mechanicsburg
BUNCO, Mt. Holly Springs Church of God, 602 McLand Drive, Mt. Holly Springs

* indicates tentative time or location

When you support CROSSFIRE as a Passport member,
you get FREE admission to the following events:
BUNCO, Community Nights, Dances, Games Nights, and Holiday BBQ/Picnics.
In addition, you will receive a free monthly newsletter mailed to you with your paid
subscription. You receive a Passport Card when you fill out a form pledging to donate a
minimum of $25 per month (minimum of $300 per year). You can contact the CROSSFIRE office
for more information at 717-545-0005 or info@cfire.org. If you wish to pay online, simply log
on to www.cfire.org, click on the “donate” button, and choose the “Passport” option.
Contact CROSSFIRE:
Mail: 430-A Colonial Rd.
Harrisburg, PA 17019
Office:
717-545-0005
Link-Line:
717-545-0017
(Recorded Listing of Events)
Email:
info@cfire.org
registration@cfire.org
suggestions@cfire.org
Website:
www.cfire.org
Meetup:
www.meetup.com/
Crossfire-Interchurch-SinglesMinistry/

Registering for CROSSFIRE Events
—Via cfire.org: Use the “CONTACT CROSSFIRE” button on the right-hand side
of the main page. Please be sure to specify the event you are registering for
and if you are bringing any guests.
—Via email: Send us a message at registration@cfire.org. Please specify
which event your are registering for.
—Via phone: Call the office at 717-545-0005
—Via meetup.com: Log in to meetup.com, Find our group “CROSSFIRE
Interchurch Singles Ministries” and request to join. Once you are in the group,
click on “Meetups,” find the event in question, look to the right for “Are you
going?” and click on the check mark to register. The event host will then be
sent an email saying you are planning on going.

IMPORTANT:
If you have registered for an event and something comes up, that’s okay—
just send us an email or leave us a message at the office so we can have an
accurate count of who we can expect. We know life happens, but when we are
reserving space at a restaurant or any other venue with limited seating,
proper registration makes the process work far more smoothly.
Thank you in advance for your cooperation!
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Carlisle Events
Breakfast Out in Carlisle
Saturday, December 1st, 8:00 AM
Carlisle Diner, 800 West High St., Carlisle
Come on out and get some breakfast with CROSSFIRE singles in Carlisle! The group will
be meeting at the Carlisle Diner at 8:00 AM so bring your appetite! Let us know if you are
planning on attending so we know who to expect!

Christmas “Candy Cane Lane” Dance
Saturday, December 15th, 7-10 PM
St. Paul Lutheran Church
201 W. Louther St., Carlisle
This Christmas season, come on out and celebrate with a
walk down Candy Cane Lane! Our Christmas-themed dance
will feature music supplied by DJ Bob Yeingst. Wear your
Christmas colors or ugly sweaters and come prepared to
share some of your favorite Christmas memories. The cost
for the event is $10.00 per person plus a dessert or snack
to share.
Directions: From the square in Carlisle, travel west on High Street. Go
to the second traffic light at West Street and turn right. Go one block
and the church will be on the left corner. Parking is at the rear of the
church. (From I-81 South, take the High Street exit and go to the center
of Carlisle.)

Christmas Carol Sing at Plainfield
Saturday, December 21st, 7:00 PM
Plainfield First Church of God,
2089 Newville Rd., Plainfield
If you weren’t able to make it to our Christmas Caroling in
Harrisburg but still want to sing through some of your favorites,
join us in Plainfield for a brief time of song and reflection in the
church sanctuary. If you are interested in leading or performing
a song on an instrument, let me know in advance by messaging
me at jwfranklin77@gmail.com. Thanks in advance and I hope
to see you there!
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Carlisle Events
(continued)

BUNCO Night in Mount Holly Springs
Friday, January 4th, 7:00 PM
Mount Holly Springs Church of God,
602 McLand Road, Mt. Holly Springs
Bunco is back! Bunco is an easy and fast-moving social dice game that keeps you
moving to different tables. A great way to meet more people! Register with your
host Casandra in advance or you can register by emailing registration@cfire.org.
Please bring a snack, small dessert, or beverage to share, and a $3.00
donation to CROSSFIRE is appreciated!
Directions: From I-81 at Carlisle, take the Hanover Street exit (Exit 47 from 81-North and Exit 47-B
from 81-South) onto Route 34 South (Hanover Street / Holly Pike) heading toward Mt. Holly Springs.
Go about 4 miles and turn right on McLand Road (there’s an M&T Bank on the right). Church is ahead
on the right.

Breakfast Out at Cracker Barrel
Saturday, January 5th, 9:00 AM

Cracker Barrel, 3 E. Garland Drive, Carlisle
Join your host Joanne for a delicious country breakfast and great conversation with
CROSSFIRE friends. The Carlisle Cracker Barrel is located just off the Hanover
Street exit of I-81.
Please register early with the CROSSFIRE office so we can
reserve enough seating.

“Sock Hop” Dance in Carlisle
Saturday, December 15th, 7-10 PM
St. Paul Lutheran Church, 201 W. Louther St., Carlisle
Join us for this nostalgic look back into the “good old days” as we
start the year off with a “Sock Hop” dance. Bring your donations
of new socks for donation to a local charity! Cost to attend this
dance is $10.00 plus a snack or dessert for everyone to share. In
addition to our normal offerings, we will also be selling root beer
floats from 8:00-8:30 for a dollar each. Please plan to join us and
bring a friend!
Directions: From the square in Carlisle, travel west on High Street. Go to the
second traffic light at West Street and turn right. Go one block and the church will
be on the left corner. Parking is at the rear of the church. (From I-81 South, take
the High Street exit and go to the center of Carlisle.)
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Harrisburg Events
Christmas Caroling in Harrisburg
Saturday, December 1st, 3:30 PM,
Greenfield Living Senior Center at Grayson View,
150 Kempton Ave., Harrisburg
Once again we’ll join with the Crosspoint Church Choir at Greenfield Living
Senior Center at Grayson View, address: 150 Kempton Ave. Harrisburg,
PA (same place as last year, just off of Derry Street turn up from the Post
Office). Then we will go to an early dinner afterward at a venue to be
determined that day.

“Christmas Wonderland” at Christian Life Assembly
Saturday, December 8th, 2:00 PM,
Christian Life Assembly, 2645 Lisburn Rd, Camp Hill
Christian Life Assembly in Camp Hill will be presenting “Christmas Wonderland 2018:
A Hope House Christmas” this December and we are reserving a limited number of
seats for the Saturday matinee. This show is a dramatic musical for all ages set in New
York City in the 1960s. To purchase a ticket with our group for the matinee, please contact Marilyn at 717-503-8914. Tickets are $15 and must be prepaid.
**Please RSVP with Marilyn by Saturday, November 24th.

Bowling and Dining Out in Mechanicsburg
Saturday, December 29th, 6:00 PM,
Trindle Bowl, 4695 E. Trindle Rd, Mechanicsburg
For those of you that like to bowl and just want to relax after all the excitement of
Christmas, we will be bowling on the last Saturday of the month of December. We'll
bowl 2 games for $6.00 with FREE shoe rentals. Then we’ll go to a nearby diner for
dinner and/or dessert. Register ahead with Barb at 717 732-4423 so she can reserve
enough bowling lanes and seats for dinner. Pay Barb $6.00 cash for bowling when
you arrive at the lanes.

Donate to CROSSFIRE Today!
CROSSFIRE is funded primarily through the generous and tax deductible
donations you provide. To donate, you can visit us at www.cfire.org and click
on the “donate” button on the bottom of the page.
If you prefer to send a check to CROSSFIRE, please mail it to
430A Colonial Road, Harrisburg, PA 17109
5

CROSSFIRE Interchurch Singles Ministry Monthly Newsletter, Volume 40, Issue 12

DECEMBER, 2018-JANUARY, 2019

Harrisburg Events
(continued)

New Year’s Eve “Mystery Dinner” and Games Night
Monday, December 31st, 6:30PM until- just after midnight
Devonshire Church, 5630 Devonshire Rd., Harrisburg
Ring in the New Year with a little mystery… a mystery dinner! No, this is not a
dramatic “whodunit” murder mystery show. Rather, a mystery dinner is a meal
wherein the menu items are know only to the hostess. Menu items have obscure
names that may or may not be related to what the dish is. Everything planned will
be a delicious dinner option and all participants should find something they enjoy.
Please let us know if you have any particular food allergies and you hostess will
plan accordingly.
The cost for the dinner and snacks for New Year’s is $15 per person. If you do not
plan on participating in the mystery dinner, feel free to arrive any time after 8:00 PM
and simply
contribute $5.00 towards the snacks and social gathering.
Registration for this event is
required by December 16th to ensure enough food and
drinks are available for the evening.
Our evening schedule will be as follows:
6:30
Arrival
6:45
Begin Ordering from “Mystery” menu
7:00-8:30
Mystery Dinner Meal
8:30-1130 Social Time with board and card games
11:30-12:10 Watch the ball drop/dismissal.
We hope to see you there to ring in the New Year!

Service Project at “Mission Central”
Saturday, January 12th, 9:00 AM-2:00 PM
Mission Central
5 Pleasant View Dr., Mechanicsburg
Now that the Christmas Holiday is over, let’s stay in the spirit of
giving! We have a great new service project at “Mission Central”
in Mechanicsburg. If you’re not familiar with Mission Central’s
ministry, they are run by the UM Churches of Central PA. Their
mission is to pack and ship needed supplies to areas affected by
flood, earthquake, fire, or other forms of devastation or poverty.
Since we have been so richly blessed in central Pennsylvania,
will you consider joining us that Saturday? Our service project
will be helping Mission Central in packing light supplies for
shipment to areas of need. We would like to have at least 12-15
people sign up. If you have any questions or want to sign up to
help, please call Barb at 717-732-4423.
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Lititz Events
“Second Friday” in Lititz
Friday, December 8th, 6:00 PM

Meeting at St. Paul Lutheran Church, 200 W. Orange St., Lititz
“Downtown Lititz is the place to be on the second Friday of every month from 5-9
PM.” Every 2nd Friday in Lititz is special. Come and join your CROSSFIRE friends
in Lititz for music, shopping and companionship. For more information on what
is going on downtown, visit https://lititzpa.com/second-friday/

Singles Dance in Lititz
Saturday, December 12th, 7:00 PM

Lititz Church of the Brethren, 300 W. Orange St.., Lititz
Join Kathy and the gang for a night of dancing and snacks among friends! If you
are unfamiliar with this new venue, it is just up the street from St. Paul’s where
the Lititz group has held their dances in the past. The cost to attend this event is
$12.00. We also ask that you bring along a drink or snack to share. Hope you can
make it!

USE YOUR GIFTS!
CROSSFIRE Singles Ministry
NEEDS:
Volunteer Leaders to Plan & Host Events
Please email your inquiries to info@cfire.org.
A Sweet Deal for YOU AND CROSSFIRE
You can earn vouchers for admission to Hersheypark by working as a volunteer at park facilities on
behalf of CROSSFIRE Singles Ministry. When you do, you also raise $6.00 per hour to support
CROSSFIRE. Hersheypark is always in need of people to work in shops, concessions, parking
booths, etc. There are opportunities year-round.
If you would like to help raise money for CROSSFIRE at the Sweetest Place on Earth and receive
vouchers for yourself to Hersheypark and events, contact Irene Gerkin by email at
iclaire41@yahoo.com, or call the CROSSFIRE office at 545-0005, leave your name and phone number
and say you want to volunteer at Hersheypark. Please volunteer today! Thank you!

Directions to CROSSFIRE OFFICE - 430-A Colonial Road, Harrisburg, PA
From West Shore, via Rt. 81 North - exit at Progress Avenue, at light go straight thru 1.5 miles on Valley
Road. Turn left into church parking lot (CrossPoint United Methodist), just before light at Colonial
Road. You may have to drive around the back of the church to our upper parking lot area.
From Rt. 581/83 - Take Rt. 83 North to Jonestown Road Exit, follow right lane to light at Colonial Road
(next to Colonial Diner), go through light, along west side of Colonial Park Mall to third light, turn left
on Crums Mill Road and immediate left into the CrossPoint UM Church parking lot. The CROSSFIRE
OFFICE is at rear of upper parking lot.
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CROSSFIRE SINGLES MINISTRY
430-A COLONIAL ROAD

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

HARRISBURG, PA 17109

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
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Registering for CROSSFIRE Events
—Via cfire.org: Use the “CONTACT CROSSFIRE” button on the right-hand
side of the main page. Please be sure to specify the event you are registering
for and if you are bringing any guests.
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—Via email: Send us a message at registration@cfire.org. Please specify
which event your are registering for.
—Via phone: Call the office at 717-545-0005
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—Via meetup.com: Log in to meetup.com, Find our group “CROSSFIRE
Interchurch Singles Ministries” and request to join. Once you are in the
group, click on “Meetups,” find the event in question, look to the right for
“Are you going?” and click on the check mark to register. The event host
will then be sent an email saying you are planning on going.

IMPORTANT:

If you have registered for an event and something comes up, that’s okay—
just send us an email or leave us a message at the office so we can have an
accurate count of who we can expect. We know life happens, but when we
are reserving space at a restaurant or any other venue with limited seating,
proper registration makes the process work far more smoothly.
Thank you in advance for your cooperation!

