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FROM OUR PRESIDENT
Hi Team,

Who's stoked about this Spring? I know I am! I have a couple of different Pussy Willows in my yard. One of them is Salix discolor which
Pat T., a fellow Wild Ones Member gave me. The other one is Salix humilis which I bought. The weekend of April 14th, the weather was nice
and they were both in bloom. The catkins were expanded and yellow
with pollen. It was a beautiful sign of spring. As the morning started
warming up, much to my delight, I started to see more and more Admiral Butterflies nectaring on both of them. There were over 30 butterflies in my yard. You can imagine how thrilled I was. I took some pictures and posted one on our Wild Ones National Website. The picture
got over 35 "likes". I also did a little reading about the Admiral Butterfly and found out that they overwinter as adults. Again, I was very
excited because all of my "dots", data points, started connecting.
You probably know that I give a presentation that I affectionately call
‘Native Plants 101’. In the presentation, I point to a periodical called
"Life in the Leaf Litter" by Elizabeth A. Johnson & Kefyn M. Catley. It
is put out by the Museum of Natural History. Well, I was able to see
this life emerge from the leaf litter and start to nectar on the early
spring plants. Talk about coming full circle! I will remember this experience for the rest of my life and I now have this wonderful story to
tell! And, I will always remember my friend Pat, who gave me the Salix
discolor!
A friendly reminder, our Plant Sale is May 4th! This Summer, consider
sharing a native plant with a friend!
Karl Ackermann

MAY 4, 2019 PLANT SALE
We have over 100 species of Native Plants including:
Prairie - Grasses & Sedges - Shrubs - Ferns - Wetland - Woodland
Something for everyone!

Visit us online at:
http://gw-wildones.org/
New Membership & Renewals:
$40 household - or - $25 student, ltd income

Send check to:

Wild Ones, 2285 Butte des Morts Beach
Rd., Neenah, WI 54956

Mark your check ‘Chapter 38’

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Monthly Meetings are held the first
Saturday of the month at 10:00 a.m. at
Gibson Woods unless otherwise noted.

May 4, 2019

Plant Sale
Pot Luck
June 1, 2019
Field Trip: U of C Laboratory School
Outdoor Classroom
Hosts: Sharon Surdy, Mary Hackett
July & August
No Meetings - Enjoy your Summer!
September 7, 2019
Sharing our Summer Experiences
& Seed/Plant exchange
October 5, 2019
Deb Armstrong - Duneland Photo Club
How to Use Your Point & Shoot or Phone
to Capture Nature Photos-Plants/Wildlife

November 2, 2019
Nathaniel Pilla - Botanist, Orbis Enviro.
Nature is a Monster Movie: Parasitic and
Carnivorous plants of the Indiana Dunes

——————————————

Doors open at 9:00 a.m. - Arrive early for best selection
Don’t forget to check out our White Elephant Sale in the Gibson Woods
bird room. Proceeds are donated to Gibson Woods to help feed the birds!
We Accept Debit & Credit Cards Visa, Master Card, American Express, Discover

Inside this Issue:
Greeting
Announcements
Plant Study - New for 2019
April Activities
Things to Do

——————————————
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GIBSON WOODS WILD ONES

Join us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Wild-Ones-Native-PlantsNatural-Landscapes-GibsonWoods-Chapter38/528949993858676

2019 Officers
President:
Karl Ackermann
708-790-1322
acks123@sbcglobal.net

ANNOUNCEMENTS
** WELCOME NEW MEMBERS**
Jake Cseke
Rosalee Schmidt

PLANT SALE SCHEDULE
Wed, May 2 - set up tables & White Elephant room - 1:00 p.m.
Thurs, May 3 - transport plants from greenhouse, set up & label plants GH-8:30/GW-9:00
Fri, May 4 - finish plant labeling, misc. setup, clean-up, set up lunch area - 10:00 a.m.
Saturday, May 5 - Plant Sale - all hands on deck! Please arrive before 8:00 a.m.

SATURDAY, MAY 4th- PLANT SALE

Vice –President:
Kim Moor
219-433-5731
kckim10@gmail.com

DOORS FOR THE PUBLIC OPEN at 9 am

Please wear your Wild Ones t-shirt, if you
have one! (a new order of shirts is coming
this week)
POT-LUCK FOR WORKERS
Bring a dish (nothing that needs to be kept hot)

Secretary:
Tonia Flowers
(219)741-6392
butterflygardentf@gmail.com

Treasurer:
Karl Ackermann
Program Coordinator:
Mickey Taylor
(219)742-2775
micktec24@yahoo.com
Membership Chair:
Pat Rosenwinkel
219-865-2679
patrosen@sbcglobal.net
Newsletter Editor:
Kim Moor
Please email or call in info.
for the Newsletter by the 20th
Corresponding Secretary:
Pat Rosenwinkel
219-865-2679
patrosen@sbcglobal.net
Greenhouse Manager:
Peggy Foster
219-286-3262
omanigetwithit@comcast.net
Education Supervisor, Native
Plant Consultant/Ordering
Joy Bower, Gibson Woods
219-844-3188
Jbower1126@aol.com
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Reminders:
• If you haven’t brought in your White Elephant donations yet, please bring them before the day of the sale if you can - Do not price your items.
Acceptable items - garden, holiday and household items, books. No clothing.
• Boxes for plants & bags for White Elephant are needed.
*** DISCOUNTS ***
Paid members who accumulated 15 hours in the greenhouse, will receive a 50% discount on plants. Non-members, and members who have worked less than 15 hours, will
receive a 20% discount.
Discounted purchases must wait until towards the end of the sale so our customers can receive the best selection. One plant can be saved per person before the sale.

*** SUMMER WATERING SCHEDULE ***
We will need some volunteers to help with watering our left-over plants during the rest of
Spring & into the Fall months. Mickey Taylor has volunteered again to coordinate the
schedule, so if you can help please contact her micktec24@yahoo.com or (219) 742-2775

Many thanks to all volunteers. We couldn’t do this without you?!!!

June 1st Meeting – Field Trip
•
•
•
•
•
•

Our trip to the UCLS Outdoor Classroom will be made on a coach bus.
We will leave Gibson Woods at 9:15, and will return between 1:30-2:00.
Lunch will be provided.
Members & non-members are all welcome, but RSVPs are required - contact Kim Moor
Bring a native plant from your yard. We will take some time to plant them at the school.
This event is Rain or Shine, so dress appropriately. We’ll spend time inside if it’s raining!
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Plant Study - New Plants for 2019

by Mickey Taylor

SWEET FLAG, SWEET-SEDGE (Acorus americanus)
Genus: Acorus
Family: Acoraceae (Sweet flag)
Acorus americanus is known by the common names Sweet Flag, Sweet Sedge, and Muskrat Root. Muskrats
often eat the roots because they are attracted to the cinnamon-like scent.
This plant has bright green, stemless blade- shaped leaves that rise directly from the roots. The leaves measure
2 to 6 ft long and about ½-inch wide, with an off-center midvein that is
slightly swollen in the cross section. There is also 2-6 more raised veins
(but they can’t be felt) that run parallel to the midvein that are visible when
held up to the light and when the leaves are dried. The base of the leaves is
typically white or tinged red. A colony of these sword-shaped leaves may
resemble Cattails or Iris leaves from a distance. The finger-like greenyellow flowers protrude from a stiff erect green leaf.
Points of Interest: A sweet fragrance is emitted from broken leaves. The
name “Acorus is derived from the Greek word ‘acoron’ meaning pupil,
because it was used to treat inflammation of the eye. The species name
“americanus” means this is an American species of this genius, differentiating it from the similar European and western Asian species Acorus calamus.
Bloom Time: June, July
Height: 2-6 ft tall
Light: Full sun
Soil: Wet
Flower Color: Green-yellow, brown
Garden Uses: Pond garden, wet lands
Sources: www.minnesotawildflowers.info/flowers/sweet-flag; www.prairiemoon.com/acorus-americanus-sweet-flag-prairie-moon-nursery.html
Photo Credits: Chayka, Katy, www.minnesotawildflowers.info/flower/sweet-flag

————————————————————

GLADE FERN (Diplazium pycnocarpon)
Genus:
Family: Dryopteridaceae
Glade Fern is a graceful perennial fern for moist areas. It is easy to distinguish
from other ferns by its relatively large size, the simple-pinnate structure of its
leaves, and its long slender leaflets with smooth margins. Apparently, the
closest living relative is a fern in tropical Malesia (roughly, the area between
SE Asia and Australia). Perhaps, this explains why the Glade Fern has an exotic aura about it. This fern has an unstable taxonomic history. Older scientific names include Asplenium pycnocarpon and Athyrium pycnocarpon, and
it is sometimes assigned to the Spleenwort family (Aspleniaceae). An alternative common name is 'Narrow-Leaved Spleenwort.'
Height: 2-3 ft.
Spread: 2-3 ft.
Light: Part shade
Water: Medium moisture
Soil: Moist conditions, loamy or silty soil in sheltered areas.
Color: Leaves are shiny and green; die back in winter.
Volume 20, Issue 5

Continued on Page 4
Page 3

GIBSON WOODS WILD ONES

GLADE FERN

Continued from Page 3

Habitats include lower areas of wooded slopes facing east or
north, the bottoms and lower slopes of shaded ravines and
rocky canyons, and moist wooded areas along streams
(where flooding does not occur). This fern is more likely to
be found in low rocky areas where sandstone or limestone is
close to the ground surface. It is largely restricted to high
quality natural areas.
Attracts: White-tailed deer occasionally browse on leaves.
When fern forms colonies, it provides significant cover for
wildlife. Easy to identify from other ferns by its large size.
Source & 1st photo: www.illinoiswildflowers.info/grasses/plants/glade_fern.htm
2nd photo: By Richtid - https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?
curid=8658330

————————————————————

ARROW ARUM, TUCKAHOE (Peltandra virginica)
Genus: Peltandra
Family: Araceae

Peltandra virginica is an easy to grow aquatic perennial for pond edges or containers. Green, arrowhead shaped
leaves with a wavy margin are held on 18-inch long stems. A club-like spike with minute greenish-white flowers (spathe) and spadix (a leaf-like organ that encloses the spathe; think of jack-in-the-pulpit) appear in mid
May through June and then form green seedpods that ripen to eye-catching shiny, blackish to metallic green
seeds.
This plant has great ‘architectural’ effect with foliage and seedpods,
and makes for a great container plant. In nature, it is especially common to find it growing in and along shallow waterways, where it
may grow in large colonies.
Garden Uses: Water garden, bog, or pond area, containers. Does not
aggressively colonize in a water garden the way many aquatic plants
do.
Points of Interest: Its foliage and berries. The genus name derives
from the Greek pelte meaning small shield. The common name, arrow arum, derives from the shape of the leaf (arrowhead), while the
name Tuckahoe is derived from the Algonquin name for the plant.
Bloom Time: April, May, June
Height: 1-3 ft tall
Spread: 3 ft wide
Light: Part shade
Water: High moisture-wet
Soil: Mud, shallow water
Maintenance: Plant in a basket to control colonizing
Color: Green, black berries
Attracts: Birds; the berries attract wood ducks and king rails
Sources: www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=PEVI
Photo Credits: Alan Cressler; and Sally Wasowski, www.wildflower.org/gallery/result.php?id_image=61225
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APRIL PLANT FASHION SHOW
GOOD
JOB
GIRLS!

Earth Day in Oak Lawn - April 27th… Thank you Dolly, we had fun & I think the kids did too!!

APRIL AT THE GREENHOUSE

Our Plants are
Ready to find their
‘forever home’!
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THINGS TO DO

Quilling for Beginners

Programs & Hikes

Call for details & to register 219-844-3188

Gibson Woods

Oak Ridge Prairie

6201 Parrish Ave.
301 South Colfax Street
Hammond, IN
Griffith, IN 46323
———————————
Weekly Bird Migration Hike - Adults
Gibson Woods
Wednesdays - April 17- June 6 @ 9:30AM-11AM
Spring is a great time to see a variety of migrating bird species
including thrushes, warblers, sparrows and vireos. Walk with a
park naturalist to see who is visiting the Woods.
———————————
Nature’s Bouquet Walk - All ages
Gibson Woods
Tuesday, May 7, 21 - June 4, 18 - July 2, 16, 30 – Aug 13, 27 @
9:30-11AM
More than 300 species of native plants are found at Gibson Woods,
including a variety of rare and unique species. Join a park naturalist for a walk through the preserve to learn more about our native
flora. Comfortable shoes and insect repellent are recommended.
———————————

Big May Day Bird Count (BMDBC) Pre-Count Meeting

Gibson Woods
Tuesday, May 7 th at 6PM.
The BMDBC provides a data snapshot of the bird populations
across Indiana on International Migratory Bird Day. Beginner and
experienced birders may participate. Attend this pre-count meeting
for locations and assignments.
———————————

Big May Day Bird Count (BMDBC)

Countywide
Saturday, May 11th - All Day
The BMDBC provides a data snapshot of the bird populations
across Indiana on International Migratory Bird Day. Beginner and
experienced birders may participate.
———————————

Butterfly Basics

Gibson Woods
Tues. May 28, June 11. 9:30-11a.m. – Adults
Is it a butterfly or moth? How do you tell the difference? Learn this
and more about some of the more common butterfly species of the
area.
———————————

I Spy a Dragonfly

Gibson Woods
Wed., June 5, 9:30-11:30a.m. – Ages 15+
Come and learn about the structure and behavior of the dragonfly
as well as the various species of dragonflies common to Northwest
Indiana. Pre-registration required; please call 219-844-3188.
———————————

Winged Wonders Walk

Gibson Woods - Adults
Every Wed. June 12 – Aug 7. 9:30-11a.m.
The skies are filled with animals in flight in our warm summer
months. Which winged wonders will we witness each week? Will
nature surprise us with something new? Join us and discover your
favorite of nature’s wonders.
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Gibson Woods – $20 per session - Ages 15+
Wed. June 12, 6:30-8:30 p.m. & Thurs. Aug 29, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Quilling is an artform that involves rolling, shaping and gluing
paper strips into decorative designs. Fee includes supplies needed
to learn how to create your own nature-inspired design on a 4 ¼-5
½“ card using this centuries old process. Pre-registration required;
please call 219-844-3188.
———————————

Northwest Indiana Dragonfly Hunt

Various Locations – Ages 15+
Thursdays, 9:30 a.m. - noon $2 per person per session
Practice identifying dragonflies as you walk with a naturalist from
Gibson Woods at various locations throughout Northwest Indiana..
Bring binoculars and a camera if you like. Pre-registration required; please call 219-844- 3188.
June 13 Oak Ridge Prairie - meet in parking lot by pond; gate fee
waived for registrants.
June 27 - Fancher Lake (Lake Co Fairgrounds)/Sauerman Woods meet at east end of lake by Industrial Building.

Native Plants 101 - presented by Karl Ackermann
South Holland Garden Club
Wednesday May 8th at 7:00 p.m.
American Legion Hall
443 157th Street
South Holland, Il 60473

Up Coming Plant Sales
Miller Garden Club

Aquatorium, Marquette Park
Sat. May 11, 2019 10:00 am – 3:00 pm
Large varieties of natives, succulents, heirloom tomatoes, annuals, perennials, pond plants, Mother’s Day baskets, plentiful
herbs & vegetables. Hardy dunes plants dug out of our membership gardens. Rummage sale: think old & new, indoors & outdoors. Bring A Truck! Enjoy a delicious Marilyn’s box lunch.
Take home Marilyn’s Pies & Breads to enjoy on Mother’s Day.
Demonstrations on How to Plant a Planter and How to Cook with
Herbs. Garden Gurus available throughout the sale to answer
your questions.

Lake Co. Master Gardeners

Lake County Fairgrounds, Crown Point
Sat. May 11, 2019 from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Demonstrations will be given on “Container Gardening” at 10 am
and “Making a Tree Branch Trellis” at noon. Choose from a supply of flowers, vegetables, herbs, perennials, trees and shrubs,
native plants, hanging basket plants and house plants. Visitors
can also stop by the Trash to Treasure store to find gently used
gardening tools and garden art. Checks and Cash only please. For
more information see www.lcmgain.org or call 219-755-3240.

Friends of The Sands Native Plant Sale

Kankakee Sands Office, Morocco
Saturday, May 11 from 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Looking for that special native plant for your yard or landscaping? Stop by our Native Plant Sale to see what we’ve got! We’ll
be at the Kankakee Sands Office (3294 N US 41, Morocco, IN).
Contact Alyssa Nyberg (anyberg@tnc.org, 219-866-1706) for
more information.
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