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Gunman caught in
church shooting

What’s to blame for
drought? Everything

A
white man who joined a
prayer meeting inside a
historic black church and
then fatally shot nine people was captured without
resistance Thursday after an all-night manhunt,
Charleston’s police chief
said.
Dylann Storm Roof, 21,
spent nearly an hour inside the church Wednesday night before killing six women and three
men, including the pastor, Chief Greg Mullen
said. A citizen spotted his
car in Shelby, North Carolina, nearly four hours
away.
The chief wouldn’t discuss a motive. Charleston
Mayor Joseph P. Riley Jr.
called it “pure, pure concentrated evil.”

SACRAMENTO,

Nepalese laborers tear down a monastery that was damaged in an earthquake at the
Swayambhunath Stupa in Kathmandu, Nepal, on Thursday. People are trying to go back
to their normal life after two powerful earthquakes shook Nepal in April and May and took
thousands of lives.

Mother Nature
i sn’ t t he on ly one
blamed for California’s
drought.
The state’s historic
fou r -ye a r d r y sp el l
has brought with it a
f lurry of finger-pointing. Now advocates, noting how California’s water shortage ranks as the
t op public concer n,
are invoking the drought
to bolster their own
causes.
Animal rights activist s, env iron ment a lists and opponents of
immigration and federal wildlife protections
are among those seizing on concern for the
drought to build
support for their movements.
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Old skeleton’s DNA tied
to Native Americans

Lawyer calls leaks in
hush-money case unfair

An ancient
skeleton found nearly
20 years ago in a river
in Washington is related to Native Americans, says a DNA study
that could help resolve a
long-running dispute
over its ancestry and custody.
The skeleton, known
as Kennewick Man, is
about 8,500 years old.
The new work argues
against earlier suggestions that it wasn’t connected to modern native
peoples, the researchers
said.
Most scientists trace
modern native groups to
Siberian ancestors who
arrived by way of a land
bridge that used to extend to Alaska.
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A law yer
for former U.S. House
Speaker Dennis Hastert
on Thursday called leaks
regarding the federal
hush-money case against
the Illinois Republican
“unconscionable” and said
he may ask the court to investigate.
Thomas Green, Hastert’s Washington, D.C.based defense attorney,
said during a status hearing in Chicago that he’s
concerned information
that’s been disclosed to
the media may inhibit
Hastert’s right to a fair
trial.
“Something has to
be done to stop these
leaks,” said Green, who
attended the hearing via
telephone.
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McDonald’s to shrink
in U.S. after decades

Pope urges move to
save environment

Emergency summit
on Greece to be held

The burger
chain that put “supersize”
into the American vernacular is slimming down: For
the first time in more than
40 years, and perhaps ever,
McDonald’s says the number of U.S. restaurants it
has is shrinking.
McDonald’s plans to
close more restaurants
in the U.S. than it opens
this year, according to the
world’s biggest hamburger
chain. That hasn’t happened since at least 1970,
according to an Associated Press review of McDonald’s regulatory filings.
Becca Hary, a McDonald’s spokeswoman, declined to provide a specific figure but said the
reduction would be “minimal.”
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In a
sweeping environmental manifesto aimed at
spurring action, Pope
Francis called Thursday
for a bold cultural revolution to correct what
he said was a “structurally perverse” economic system in which
the rich exploited the
poor, turning Earth into
an “immense pile of
filth.”
Francis framed climate change as an urgent moral crisis to
a dd re s s i n h is e agerly
anticipated
encyclical,
blaming globa l wa r ming
on an unfair, fossil
f uel-based industrial
model that harms the
poor the most.
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The eurozone’s 19 leaders will meet
in an emergency summit
next week to seek a breakthrough in Greece’s bailout after talks Thursday
ended in acrimony, intensifying fears that the country was heading for bankruptcy and an exit from the
euro.
Donald Tusk, who chairs
meetings of European
leaders, called an emergency eurozone summit
for Monday evening to “urgently discuss the situation
of Greece at the highest political level.” That means
Greece’s prime minister,
Alexis Tsipras, will face
off with his peers, including German Chancellor
Angela Merkel.
— The Associated Press
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Two local men snared in nationwide
DOJ health care fraud dragnet

Sterling Heights doctor’s patient recruiter known for carrying $100 bills
necessary medical tests

By Mitchell Hotts
and visits. He also allegmitch.hotts@macombdaily.com
edly referred beneficiaries
@mhotts on Twitter

A Macomb County businessman and a Bloomfield
Hills doctor were among
the 243 people charged
Thursday as part of a nationwide health care fraud
sweep that included doctors and pharmacy owners
accused of bilking Medicare and Medicaid.
Rizwan Qadir, M.D., 52,
of Bloomfield Hills and
Johnny Younan, 52 of Center Line, were named in the
federal criminal complaint
unsealed as part of a dragnet that involved $712 million in fraudulent billings
and kickback schemes.
The sweep is the largest
criminal health car fraud
takedown in the history of
the Department of Justice,
federal prosecutors said in
a news release.
“Health care fraud has
been pervasive throughout metro Detroit in recent
years, at great cost to the
American taxpayer,” Barbara McQuade, U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District
of Michigan, said in the release.
In suburban Detroit, 16
people including hospice
care owners, a doctor, a
social worker and others were charged in a variety of unrelated health
care fraud and kickback
schemes that totaled more
$122 million, according to
the government.
Qadir, who has offices
in Sterling Heights, was
charged with conspiracy to
commit health care fraud
and received kickbacks
in a $19 million Medicare
fraud scheme, according to
the indictment.
The feds say Qadir paid
patient recruiter Younan
to bring him patients, for
whom he would bill un-

for medically unnecessary
home health care services.
Younan, who has operated two businesses in Hazel Park, is charged with
conspiracy to pay or receive health care kickbacks
to Qadir. Qadir also would
prescribe Medicare beneficiaries controlled substances as an inducement
to provide their Medicare
information for billing.
Court records show Younan started to bring patients to Qadir’s offices
in Sterling Heights back
in 2012, typically bringing two or three patients
every Tuesday and Friday
for prescriptions for controlled substances.
Investigators say Younan was known to “always”
carry $100 bills and would
pay the patients $100 to
$200 per patient in the
parking lot.
According to court documents, Younan “appeared
to have his own office” in
Qadir’s medical practice
with “unfettered access to
patient files.” He was heard
“asking about patient files
and jokes about bringing
a patient file to his house.
Younan also would refer
patients to the doctor’s
practice and obtain referrals and home health certifications that allowed the
home health agencies to
bill Medicare using the information purchased from
Younan for services that
were not needed.
Investigators say Younan claimed to have made
$500,000 in the first two
months of 2014 from working with the Michigan Department of Human Services, Disability Determination Services, Family
Independent Agency, and
taking patients to the doc-

Part of Medicare’s vulnerability to
fraud is that the program is legally
required to pay claims promptly.
That sets up what investigators
call “pay and chase.” But Medicare
has become a harder target
over the last decade, with more
extensive monitoring of claims
before they are paid, and stiffer
penalties for scam artists.
tor’s office.
W hen federal agents
conducted an analysis of
Younan’s bank records
and the two companies he
owns — JY&M LLC and JY
Office Solutions LLC in Hazel Park — they found payroll checks from the doctor’s companies. In addition the payroll checks,
Younan received $76,800
in 50 checks, and all checks
were in multiples of $100,
except for two $75 checks.
Younan also received
more than $220,000 from
13 home health agencies
and deposited $75,000 in
cash to his accounts, according to court documents.
Others from the Detroit
area who were charged in
the dragnet include Shahid
Tahir, 45, of Bloomfield;
Waseem Alam, 59, of Troy;
Hatem Ataya, 47, of Flushing, Muhammad Tariq,
60, of West Bloomfield,
Manawar Javed, 40, of
West Bloomfield; William
Binder, M.D., 58; Muhammad Zafar, 43, of Brownstown; Tariq Khan, 47, of
Woodhaven; Ghulam Shakir, 43; Gerald Daneshvar,
M.D., 39, of West Bloomfield; Laran Lerner, M.D.,
59, of Northville; Celestine
Brown, 50, of Ypsilanti;
and Tamara Brown, 42, of
Southfield.
W hile the individual
cases were unrelated, law

enforcement agencies often coordinate the announcement of health
fraud charges and arrests
to send a message to fraudsters and the general public alike. Health care fraud
costs tens of billions of
dollars annually, another
drain on Medicare, whose
long-term financial outlook is already shaky.
The crackdown focused
particularly on prescription fraud. More than 40
of those arrested were
charged in scams that targeted Medicare’s drug benefit, projected to be the
fastest-growing part of the
program.
Part of Medicare’s vulnerability to fraud is that
the program is legally
required to pay claims
promptly. That sets up
what investigators call
“pay and chase.” But Medicare has become a harder
target over the last decade, with more extensive monitoring of claims
before they are paid, and
stiffer penalties for scam
artists.
Par ticipating in the
crackdown were U.S. attorneys’ offices around the
country, the FBI, the HHS
inspector general’s office,
and state Medicaid fraud
units.
The Associated Press
contributed to this report
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State Representative Anthony Forlini, right, R-Harrison
Township, sitting with Judge Linda Davis, speaks at a state
House committee hearing regarding drug abuse last year.

Local officials named to
Snyder’s opioid task force
By Macomb Daily Staff

Two Macomb County officials have been named to
a task force created by Gov.
Rick Snyder to combat prescription and opiod drug
abuse.
Judge Linda Davis of
41B District Court in Clinton Township and state
Representative Anthony
Forlini, R-Harrison Township, are among 21 officials
from throughout the state
appointed to the Michigan
Prescription Drug and Opioid Abuse Task Force.
The task force’s chairman is Lt. Gov. Brian Calley. Attorney General Bill
Schuette and Nick Lyon, director of the state Department of Health and Human Services, also will have
leadership roles, according
to a press release from the
governor.
“Prescription drug and
opioid addiction has quadrupled the number of unintentional drug deaths in
our state since 1999, and we
must come together to reverse this trend before more
Michiganders are hurt,”
Calley said in the release.
Opioids are powerful
pain killers that are highly
addictive and often lead to
heroin abuse and fatal overdoses, officials said.
The task force will examine trends, evaluate strategic options and develop a
statewide plan by fall 2015,
officials said. The 2016 fiscal
budget, which starts Oct. 1,

includes $1.5 million to address the issue.
Davis is president and
co-founder of Fraser-based
Families Against Narcotics and presides over her
court’s drug docket. Forlini
pushed for and sponsored
legislation that mandated
and expanded the use of
Narcan, an opiod antidote
that can stop an overdose.
Other members include
Mike Zimmer, director of
Michigan Licensing and
Regulatory Affairs; Kriste
Etue, director of the Michigan State Police; state Senate Minority Leader Jim
Ananich; state Sen. Tonya
Schuitmaker; state Rep.
Andy Schor; Cass County
Prosecutor Victor Fitz; Detroit Police Chief James
Craig; Marquette County
Sheriff Mike Lovelace;
Spencer Johnson, president of Michigan Health
and Hospital Association;
Conrad Mallett, chief administrative officer of Detroit Medical Center and
former Michigan Supreme
Court justice and chief justice; Laurie Wesolowicz, director of pharmacy services
clinical, Blue Cross Blue
Shield of Michigan; Steve
Bell of the Michigan Osteopathic Association; R. Corey
Waller of Spectrum Health;
Larry Wagenknecht, CEO of
the Michigan Pharmacists
Association; Bob Lathers,
CEO of Ionia County Community Mental Health;
and Matt Clay, director of
Health Services at Pokagon
Band of Potawatomi.

