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President’s Corner

Eugene Garden Club Meeting
Tuesday, May 20, 2014
Bus Trip to Portland

Well, it's the beautiful month of May in all it's glory!
Spring leading into summer in Oregon. Yum, no better
place to be with all the fresh newness of life and the
promise of what's to come in the growing season.
For me, a big part of the growing season means lots
of those varied and gorgeous dahlia blooms. This is the
perfect time to get those tubers in the ground and prep for
a bountiful garden of blooms to share and show. I'm sure
we're all preparing our gardens with the things we love to
view and eat!
Since this is our last newsletter, and last president's
message for the year, I want to thank you all for making
my job easier by offering your assistance and support.
There are so many gifted leaders in our club and I'm so
grateful for all your contributions.
We have accomplished so much this past year within our
own meetings, programs, community projects, District
and State programs, flower shows and fundraisers. I
wanted to list all those activities with their fun and
successes but decided I'd better leave that up to your own
memories. Look back at all the great newsletters and our
classy membership book for a reminder of our activities
month to month.
This current newsletter is especially important because we
don't have another regular meeting until September! So
hang on to it and watch your email for dates and times to
help with the SMJ House, the Shedd, and the front EGC
garden.
I hope you have all enjoyed our members and made some
lasting friendships like I have this year. What a wonderful
group of ladies to be associated with. Thank you!
I'll see you on the bus trip and at Sharon Wilson's house
for our end of the year potluck and installation of officers.
Have a great summer.

. . . . Camille Noel, President

7:45 a.m.

Board Bus at Shopko
Coburg Rd. north of Costco

8:00 a.m.
a.m.

HOSTESSES:
HOSTESSES:

Bus Leaves
Election of Officers
Announcements

Sherry Cossey, Ruth Michaelson

DESTINATIONS:
DESTINATIONS:

Lan Su
Su Chinese Gardens
in downtown Portland
Eat your sack lunch on the bus on way to Joy Creek Nursery in Scappoose for
display gardens and plants for purchase
LEAVE Joy Creek 3:00 p.m.

HOME c. 5:00 p.m.

May Meeting to Be Bus Trip
The “business” portion of our meeting on the bus will include
the formal election of officers for 2014-2015. The slate is
President: Camille Noel
Vice-President: Ann Rollins
Recording Secretary: ???

Treasurer: Jennifer Rabner
Corresponding Secretary: Ruth Fry
Trustee: Pat Kramer

We will also have our first opportunity to select which special
committees we would like to be involved with next year. This
will be of tremendous help for our incoming president as she is
ultimately responsible for appointing committee chairman; it
will be very helpful for her to know what people are most
interested in.

June Meeting to Be Potluck
The June EGC general meeting will be June 17th, 11:30 a.m.,
at Sharon Wilson's home, 38685 Nature's Garden, Springfield.
It will be a potluck luncheon and the installation of officers for
next year will follow. Peggy Olin, OSFGC President, will be
our guest and has agreed to do the installation of officers for us.
For those who would like to carpool, please meet at the
EGC clubhouse at 11:00 a.m. We will also be renewing our
membership dues at the meeting.
Pat Kramer, Vice President

Rockin’ 50’s in the Garden
Our 2014 Willamette District Standard Flower Show was
held at the First Presbyterian Church in Cottage Grove where
the CGGC meets, April 25-26. The room was filled with 38
wonderful floral designs, 147 horticulture exhibits, 3
educational exhibits and 15 artistic craft entries.
Top horticulture ribbons were awarded to Dorothy
Cruickshank - an Arboreal Award for her Aralia, Jackie
Getty - an Award of Merit for her purple Allium, Georgia
Zahar - an Award of Merit for her Polyganatum “Solomon’s
Seal”, Sherry Cossey – Grower’s Choice Award for her
Zamioculas zamifolia “Zanizbar Gem” or “ZiZi Plant”.

Top ribbons in Floral Design went to Sherry Cossey Tricolor Design (all fresh) and Juanita Manley - Designer’s
Choice Award. Sharon Wilson selected Kathy Spinola’s
Tricolor Design for the District Director’s Award.

The top Educational Award went to Georgia Zahar for her
“Cruisin’ Local Covered Bridges”. The Top Artistic Crafts
award went to Sherry Cossey for her bird house decorated
with plant material.

Georgia Zahar & Sharon Wilson with Jennifer Rabner’s help
organized wonderful staging to create an atmosphere of the
1950’s with phonograph records, sheet music covers, a
poodle skirt, guitar, and much more.
Thank you to all the ladies who worked so hard to produce
such a wonderful show.
Sherry Cossey, Jennifer Rabner, Flower Show Chairmen

Oregon Plant Fair 2014
Hooray, hooray! The Oregon Plant Fair has come and
gone – well almost. After months of preparation, our
Willamette District Garden Clubs (Cottage Grove,
Eugene, Junction City, Oakridge, Springfield) brought
our plants some tables and all the plant tags to Alton
Baker Park in the small Shelter on Friday and set up our
area along with our cohorts, the Avid Gardeners. We
have been in charge of the fencing, the holding area, and
loading while they organize the commercial vendors, the
site plan, and the contract with the City of Eugene.
The sale went off without a hitch Saturday in okay
weather, a little rain but not much, and by end we had
taken off a couple of layers of clothing. Hundreds of
customers shopped our tables and took home new things
for their yards. Our clubs all took the plants that were
left away to be offered in other activities or saved for
next year’s sale. EGC took in over $1000 and had far
fewer plants left over at the end. Our members did a
much better job with our plants especially through potting
many things up in the fall. We need to continue doing
that.
Thank you to everyone who had a part in this major
fundraising activity for our club. Sharon Blade, Janet
Calvert, Sherry Cossey, Dianne Dewey, Ruth Fry, Jackie
Getty, Phyllis Hamel, Pat Kramer, Juanita Manley, Sister
Janet Marcisz, Ruth Michaelson, Camille Noel, Marj
Petrusha, Jennifer Rabner, Ann Rollins, Arlene Taylor,
Sharon Wilson, Rick Rabner, Jerry Blade and Bill
Dewey, all volunteered their time and energy to make this
event successful. Chairman, Sharon Wilson, apologizes
if your name was inadvertently left off this list, but she
really appreciates everyone pitching in and helping!
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LANE COUNTY FAIR COMING UP
The schedules for departments at the Lane County
Fair are online now, and the Floral Department
Theme is “Rockin’ 50’s in the Garden”. The dates
for the Fair this year are July 23-27. (And design
classes are all different from our District Flower
Show--only the song titles are the same).
Entries can be made through the Fair website at
www.atthefair.com or in person or by mail anytime
now through June 27. Changes to any entry can be
made on entry day, July 22.
Our District Garden Club members are again being
asked to Host and Hostess for 2-hour shifts during
the run. EGC’s assigned days are Wednesday and
Thursday. I am sure we can also fill in on Sunday.
All hosts, demos, display folks, programs, etc. will
receive passes for entry into the Fair on the day
involved. AND all Still Exhibits, including Floral,
will again be in the Performance Hall, with AIR
CONDITIONING ! ! ! Entry and parking will be
similar to what we did last year. Enter the building
from the south end.
A new feature is a 6’ x 4’ Garden Club Vignette
called Garden Party by Ricky Nelson. If you would
be interested in helping with either of these, please
let Camille know.
The Design classes are organized the same as in the
past, by Open, Advanced Amateur, and Novice. The
Junior Fair has K-3, 4-6, 7-9, 10-12, post H.S. under
21. Some of the classes include a Traditional Mass
Design, a Foliage only, an Abstract Creative Design
featuring ball(s), a creative style one including some
vegetables, a design in a shoe, a Traditional LineMass, a Traditional Line, one with a repurposed
container, one featuring water, one including a
birdhouse or a bird feeder, all-dried miniature
designs (5” or less), and table designs.
Horticulture (Cut Flowers and Potted Plants) will
include just about anything you have growing in your
yard or your house!
Family Day when EGC puts on a floral arranging
activity for children and seniors is on Thursday.
Plans for that event will be made known by our June
meeting.
Plan to PARTICIPATE in the Fair!
I read that your African violets will bloom longer, prettier, &
more abundantly if you stick a few
rusty nails in the soil!

INS & OUTS
EUGENE GARDEN CLUB
. . . New Members
OF THE

Belva Lean
556 Dublin Avenue
Eugene, OR 97404
541.688.3796 belvalean@gmail.com
Marilyn Rothbard & husband Stan Baird
4255 N Shasta Loop
Eugene, OR 97405
541.434.6599 Marilyn.leer@comcast.net

Garden Therapy with Seniors
1. Georgia Zahar is organizing a “gardening” activity
with victims of strokes that meet at the Hilyard
Community Center on Wednesday, May 28, 11:15. Ann
Rollins was contacted via our EGC webpage and Georgia
followed through. We will be assisting a small group of
folks with planting small containers of flowers.
2. Sherry Cossey organized a flower arranging activity
for interested seniors at the Junction City Retirement &
Assisted Living Center, April 29. Sherry, Georgia Zahar,
Ruth Michaelson, and Monica Henry assisted 8 ladies
with floral designs made in coffee cups with oasis.

SMJ House Gardens Grow
Spring at the Shelton-McMurphey-Johnson House found
EGC members planting, weeding, making some landscape
changes, and rescuing a baby squirrel!
Sherry Cossey, Georgia Zahar, Janet Calvert, Sister Janet
Marcisz, Mary Bromley, & her friend Kathleen Gray planted
45 geraniums in the beds, 3 more Spirea japonica
‘Goldmound, low on the hillside, dug out a large patch of
uncooperative hardy geraniums ‘Cranesbill’ and replaced
with 3 lavendars ‘Provence’ – they will be much better
behaved. While clearing out under and around a
rhododendron that sits on the north side of the entry road to
the house a baby squirrel emerged and longingly eyed us,
came to us, and even let us hold him.
This little guy needed a mother. But mom was no where to
be found. He wanted to be cuddled and Sherry held him
about 45 minutes until the "Squirrel Rescue" lady came. She
will release him in a few weeks when he's old
enough. Thanks to Mary Bromley for finding out whom to
call. An exciting experience for 4 of us!

It’s Time to Sign Up For Your Favorite Committee(s)!!
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It’s that time of year to decide which committee(s) appeal to you and then sign up! Hopefully you will step
forward and be a chairman of something you are well-practiced in or, just maybe it is now time to branch out
and put your talents into a different activity! In order to help our new president ease into her new position, let’s
help her by all of us putting our names down on our chosen committee(s) on the bus Tuesday, or at Sharon
Wilson’s home in June. Below is a list of the Activities needing either committees or at least chairmen.
Awards
Hostesses
Birds and Wildlife
Lane Co. Fair Floral
Building Management - Housekeeping
Lane Co. Fair (Family Day)
Building Management – Purchasing
Library
Building Management – User Group Calendar Membership (Dues)
Directory
Name Tags
Flower Show
Newsletter
Front Garden
New Membership
Garden Club Boutique
Nominations
Garden Therapy
Pearl Buck Projects
East of Springfield on the McKenzie
Greens Gathering
Plant Nerd Night
Hwy, go past Cedar Flats & milepost 11,
Greens Sale
Plant Fair
then .3 mile. Turn right on Nature’s
Greeters
Publicity
Garden.
Sharon’s home is first one on
Historic Preservation
Scrapbook
the
left,
#38685. Not much parking.
Horticulture
Youth

Directions to
Sharon Wilson’s
Home (for June mtg.)

(Choose something for you)
Sign up with Camille

So carpooling suggested.

And Time to Register for State Convention
Oregon State Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. 87th Annual Convention will take place in Wilsonville June 23-25, 2014
at the Holiday Inn Portland South. The Registration Form for “Summertime in Oregon” is in the very middle of the
recent issue of The Mahonia. The fee is $180 for all meals, workshops and exhibits until June 6, and then it goes up to
$190. If you need that, let Sherry Cossey know, and I will bring copies of the Registration Forms next week.
The Monday night banquet will include a Memorial Service and also a Variety Show put on by talented Garden Club
folks – “Gardeners on Parade”. Wednesday during the day features guided tours at Luscher Farms and the Rogerson
Clematis Garden, or self-guided tour at Heirloom Roses. Convention includes the Reports from Committees, Banquet
programs, Photo Contest, the Garden Boutique Mall, many Educational Displays, Workshops, and meeting new and old
friends from other Oregon garden clubs. It’s fun to go with a group of our EGC members and share rooms to keep our
expenses down.
More information in The Mahonia, pages 12-15.

Left to Right: Georgia Zahar’s “Purple People Eater” decorated mask (1st); Monica Henry’s “Blue Suede Shoes” design
in a shoe (1st); Jackie Getty’s “Money Honey” all-foliage design (1st); and 6 “Rockin’ Robin” bird houses decorated
with plant material in the Artistic Crafts Section of Special Exhibits.
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What’s Happening
May
17
18
20
27

Lane County Dahlia Society, Tuber Sale at
Key Bank on River Road, 9 – 4
Mt. Pisgah Arboretum Wildflower Festival
EGC Meeting, Bus Trip to Portland – 7:45 a.m.
Pacific Region Convention Planning meeting, EGC, 11:00 a.m.

June
3
17
23-25

EGC Board Meeting, 1:00 a.m.
EGC Meeting, Potluck at Sharon Wilson’s, 11:30 a.m.
OSFGC State Convention, Wilsonville

1-3
11
22
23-27
24

Pacific Region of NGC Convention, Coeur d’Alene, ID
Willamette District Picnic, Junction City
Entries for Lane County Fair
Lane County Fair
Family Day at Fair

July

August
26-27

FS Symposium, Wilsonville, Holiday Inn

September
2
16

EGC Board Meeting, 1:00 a.m.
EGC Meeting, 11:30 a.m.

Counterclockwise from left: Sherry Cossey’s “Jambalaya” Exhibition Table Type II (1st); Ruth Michaelson’s “Sea of Love”
design featuring water (1st); Kathie Spinola’s “Honeycomb” line mass design that won the District Director’s award (the big
green guy); Monica Henry’s “I Walk the Line” creative line design (1st).

Eugene Garden Club
Sherry Cossey
87205 Willowdale
Eugene, OR 97402-9133

In the Garden – in May
Fertilize rhododendrons & azaleas with acid-type fertilizer and remove
spent blossoms
Place pheromone traps in apple trees to detect coddling moths
Transplant tomatoes & peppers in mid-May
Plant dahlia tubers now
Plant snap & lima beans, Brussels sprouts, cantaloupes, cucumber.
dill, eggplant, kale, pumpkins, summer & winter squash, potatoes,
and watermelons
Fertilize roses with 1 cu. Alfalfa meal around each rose bush and
1 T fish oil per gallon of water two times this month
Water roses at least once a week

