
Page 1  

A u g u s t u s  
L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  

Augustinian 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

This month we celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation. The Reformation was a religious 
reform movement in the Western Church. It sought to correct certain abuses related to fund raising efforts to 
build the current St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. The Lutheran Reformation was above all else concerned with 
the proper Christian pastoral care of parishioners. The Western Church was selling forgiveness of sins to raise 
money rather than giving it freely to those who repented of their sins. Luther and the other Lutheran reformers 
were horrified at this abuse. Luther sought to begin a discussion to reform these abusive practices. The leader-
ship of the Western Church reacted to this threat to their financial well-being with the utmost vigor. As a re-
sult, instead of addressing a particular abuse, the Western Church ripped itself apart; the resulting divisions 
remain to this day. 
 

The services for the five Sundays of October 2017 celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran Refor-
mation in the weeks leading up to October 31. Each service in the series highlights a distinctive aspect of the 
Reformation theology of Martin Luther. Weekly themes are:  

October 1 – The Word 
October 7 – Baptism 
October 15 – The Two Kingdoms 
October 22 – Vocation 
October 29 – Justification 

 
I hope you will be at all five (5) services to celebrate what makes us Lutherans! 
 

I hope you will spend the month of October giving thanks to God for the great gift to his people that the Refor-
mation was and is. 
 

May the God the Father, the creator of all things, 
Jesus Christ, the savior of the world, and 
the Holy Spirit, who calls and enlightens the church 
bless you and keep you in the truth of the Gospel. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Weleck 
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THANK YOU! 
Many thanks to the groups, families, and individuals who hosted “Tea on the Lawn” this summer! This Augus-
tus tradition is a great way to socialize after church in the summer, and our hosts/hostesses always provide 
great refreshments. 

Women of WELCA   Bob and Alice Rodenberger 

Augustus Book Club   Nevin and Deb Scholl 

Rich and Dot Opperman   Janet Stokes 

Chris and Melissa Dogonniuck  Gary and Tracy Wessner 

Jeff and Mildred Stuffle   Laurel and Mike Beattie 

Walter and Diane Mills 

New Members 
 
You probably have seen some new faces at Augustus. We rejoice that the following 
persons have become members of our parish this year. If you see someone you don’t 
know, please introduce yourself to them as a sign of our hospitality.  
 

Tami Barndt and child Emily 

Andrea Jaggers Brown 

Brooke and Jennifer Gable and children Sam and Nathan 

Paul and Vicky Gallagher  

William Kelly and child Nola 

Christopher and Jennifer Kuklentz and confirmed children Madison, Olivia, and Alexandra 

Stan and Heather Lilienthal  

Bill and Stephanie Matoney and their children Sarah, Issac, and Adeline 

Mike and Meredith Miller and children Tripp and Cormac  

Renee Parker and grandchild Devyn 

Justin and Laura Schlegel and children Grace and Andrew 

Jason and Shonna Schultz and their children Brett, Cayla, and Corinne  

Gary and Nicole Watts and children Tristan, Summer, and Landon 
 
Welcome to Augustus! 

Holy Baptism  
was administered to  

Piper Ray Clark  

on August 20, 2017 

May God bless Piper and her family as she begins her journey of faith. 
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October 2017 
 

What a great September of music we had! The Senior Choir led off on September 10 in the Old Church with a 
spirit-filled performance of Jester Hairston’s “In Dat Great Gittin’ Up Mornin” featuring our new tenor section 
leader, Matt.  Our children and youth picked up the ball on September 17 in the Brick Church: the children led 
worship on xylophones and other instruments, handled all the readings and prayers that day, and our high 
school youth provided a review of their mission trip this summer.  The bell choir got to use our newly refur-
bished bells for the first time on September 28, and we welcomed new Senior Choir member, Vicky Gallagher.  
I also want to thank Mildred Stuffle, who has repaired some of the Velcro on our handbell table pads so that 
the table skirts will stick. 

Some exciting things are in our future, too.  At the end of October, twenty-three actors from Germany are com-
ing for a week to help celebrate the 300th Anniversary of Trappe with an original play about Heinrich Muhlen-
berg’s arrival in America.   Many of our choir members and a good number of “friends of the choir” will par-
ticipate in singing for this play, “In God’s Country,” with four performances: Friday October 27 at 7:00 pm; 
Saturday October 28 at 3:00 pm and again at 7:00 pm; and Sunday, October 29 at 7:00 pm.  I hear the tickets 
for this event are selling rapidly – and since it is being performed in the Old Church, seating is limited to about 
160 per performance.  You can get tickets at https://goo.gl/vR81ro. 

On November 4, the Trappe 300th Anniversary is being celebrated in the Old Church at 1:00 pm with a brief 
service and combined choirs from our ministerium churches. 

And on Saturday, December 16 at 3:00 pm, we will present our annual Christmas Concert.  With the 
new breezeway/fellowship area, we hope to have a time of cookies and photos with Santa before  
the concert at 3:00. The concert will feature familiar sing-a-long Christmas music, some  
new pieces, a string quartet – a lovely afternoon to get you in the Christmas spirit! 

See you in worship!                                                                                                                                           
Laurie Mueller   

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Alicia Allebach  
Scott Detwiler  
Ronald Oelschlager  
Megan Schaffer 

Janet Rhoads Robert Imes    Marsha Franz  
Dawn Halteman  
Brooke Perkins 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

Dawn Cooney Eric Hart  
Leo North  
Deborah Riegner 

June Lash Charles Bonnert Eugene Bechtel  
Megan Cunningham 

Theodore Lewis Paul Gallagher  
Tammi King  
Cheryl MacMullen  
Isaac Matoney 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

Molly Hynes  
Stephanie Lash 

 Eugene Frank Cheryl Imes  
Richard Weicheld  
Michael Wells 

Tami Firth  
Herbert Michel  

  

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

Evan Griggs  
Brian Price  
Mildred Stuffle 

Amy Wells Curtis Allen  Abigail Catagnus Jennifer Beattie  
Addison Smith 

Bryan Fishell  
Jonathan Lumley 

29 30 31     

Kathryn Bubeck  
Nicholas Lari  
Robert Slauch  
Renee Yocum 

Dale O’Hara Alfred Dubeck III  
Alfred Stufflet  
Douglas Sweeney 

    
October  
Birthdays 

From the Bench 
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Coordinator of Faith Development 
Sunday school has begun and we are delighting in all the children who are excited to be there!  We are also 
delighting in the opportunity to share our blessings with the world.  All of the offerings that our children bring 
to Sunday school go to various outreach and aid organizations throughout the year.  We recently sent $200 to 
help hurricane victims.  I was glad to have a teachable moment to reinforce the lesson that we are blessed to 
be a blessing, but of course the victims of the hurricane—and earthquakes!—are 
in my prayers. 

We may not be able to control world events, but we can control our response to 
them.  A faith foundation is so important.  I hope all our children are successful 
in life—that they find fulfilling careers, loving partners, and freedom from want, 
but more than anything else I hope they learn that they can trust God in all 
things.  When life is confusing, tragic, unfulfilling or painful—and we adults 
know that it’s not a matter of “if” but “when”—I pray that the faith foundation 
they received at Augustus will sustain them and strengthen them to face whatev-
er comes.  See you in Sunday school! 

P.S. if you’re past Sunday school age please consider joining our adult education 
class currently studying Lutheran history—I’ve heard great things about it! 

Book Club in October!   
The next meeting of the Augustus Book Club will take place at 7:30 pm on Monday, 
October 16, 2017. We’ll be discussing 

The Ocean at the End of the Lane by Neil Gaiman 

All are welcome! Come meet some new people and join in the discussion! 

Refreshments always served! Contact Karen McClain at office@augustustrappe.org 
with questions. 

In God’s Own Country 

An international theatre project celebrating the  
Reformation’s 500th anniversary. 

 On October 27th, 28th and 29th, a group from Germany, along with our choir, will be per-
forming “In God’s Own Country” in the Old Church.  Augustus Lutheran will be hosting the 
performers from Monday, October 23rd through Monday the 30th.  Augustus must provide housing, meals and 
transportation during their stay.  The play committee is asking the congregation to sponsor one or two of the 
performers throughout the week.  If you are able to house our guests or if you’re able to help in other ways, 
please contact Gary Wessner (gtwess@comcast.net) for more information.   Any help will be appreciated. 
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Adult Bible Study  
meets each Sunday at 9:15 am in the Church Library. We’ll con-

tinue our study of Martin Luther with Part 3 of the course.  

ALL ARE WELCOME!  

This informative program is a great way to learn about our 
church and to meet new people. Refreshments will be served! 
Questions? Contact Janice Reiff at janicetreiff@gmail.com. 

mailto:gtwess@comcast.net
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Altar Servers:  Acolyte  Crucifer Torch Bearers 

October 1 Bryce Atherholt Sarah Interrante  

October 8 Elizabeth Wentworth Daniel Reiser  

October 15 Bryce Atherholt Carson Leigl  

October 22 Ashley Tighe Shayna King  

October 29 Cooper Demark Daniel Reiser  

Readers 8:00 am 10:30 am Lector 10:30 am Prayers 

October 1 Laurie Mueller John Kochel Sam Dogonniuck 

October 8 Mike Taylor Jennifer Wentworth Anita Luft 

October 15 Earl Catagnus Chris Dogonniuck Mike Taylor 

October 22 Jeff Stuffle Jeannie Funk Jonathan Mueller 

October 29 Mike Van Blaricum Anita Luft Jim Lien 

Communion Assistants 8:00 am:  Debra Augustine  

October 1 John Kochel and David Schweitzer  

October 8 Janice Reiff and Jeannie Funk  

October 15 Bob Rodenberger and Gary Wessner  

October 22 Janice Reiff and Bob Rodenberger  

October 29 Jeannie Funk and Bob Rodenberger  

Ushers 8:00 am: Early Usher Team  

October  Karl Stefan, Ed Funk, Pat O’Hara, and Dick Allebach 

Offering Tabulation   

October John Kochel, Brian O’Hara, and Frank DePaul 

Altar Guild 8:00 am: Sally Sweeney    

October Deb Scholl and Sherry Jesse 

October Worship Assistants 

Old Church Models 
Thank you to the many people who have ordered Old Church Models in support of our Old Trappe Church! 
Unfortunately, due to production problems with the manufacturer, we are experiencing a delay in delivery.  

You will be notified when the newest production batch is completed. Thank you for your patience! 

Vestry Members Special Area Home Phone E-mail Address 

Gary Wessner President 610-454-0106 gtwess@comcast.net 

Richard Allebach Vice President 610-948-3488 dallebach@verizon.net 

Brian O’Hara Secretary/Worship & Music 610-489-0417 brian.ohara24@gmail.com 

Janice Reiff Treasurer 610-385-7493 janicetreiff@gmail.com  

Frank DePaul Property 215-669-0677 fvdp52@gmail.com 

Jeanne Funk Comm.& Tech. 610-792-3830 jfunk@kpinterface.com 

John Kochel Outreach/Mutual Min. 484-945-0100 John.Kochel@thrivent.com 

Janet Stokes Parish Life 610-948-8554 sjastokes@aol.com 

Deb Augustine Christian Education 610-489-3869 Anniedwebb@verizon.net 

Bob Rodenberger Trust Fund Treasurer 610-489-3280 r.rodenberger7@gmail.com 

Jack Schatz Old Church 610-489-3176  

Karl Stefan Cemetery/Mutual Ministry 610-454-0373 kssurf@verizon.net 

2017 Vestry Members 

mailto:dallebach@verizon.net
mailto:jfunk@kpinterface.com
mailto:r.rodenberger7@gmail.com
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As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and em-
powered by the Holy Spirit – we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one another 
in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and promote healing and wholeness in the church, socie-

ty, and the world. 

͠͠͠͠͠͠͠͠͠ 

Thirty Years Ago Women of the ELCA Was Created in Milwaukee.   
In the spirit of this anniversary, below are some of the reasons why women love this organization: 

Service - We work together to get good works accomplished. 

WELCA helped me to recognize my call to ministry.  

We are not afraid to dream big or tackle huge projects.  

Mentoring a community of faithful disciples. 

Recognizing gifts that God has given me, friendship, leadership skills, support for my personal calling. 

Serving others, esp. the underserved, with wonderful friends. Making new friends and enjoying life. 
God is good. 

Sisterhood through Christ!!!! 

Being with new, and renewed friendships of Lutheran women. 

Being in community with other women!  

Fellowship and service to others. 

Being with new friends. 

Sisterhood. 

Synergy in Christ! 

Inviting! All inclusive!! Love!!!!!! 

The ELCA was the first place I saw the actualization that woman can be anything. 

Doing God's work, the Bible study from our Gather Magazine and fellowship with women of faith.  

Getting to learn and grow with other women! There's something about a room full of women sharing 
their faith and helping each other grow that is pretty amazing. 

Everything! Renewing friendships.  

Doing Gods work, Bible Study and fellowship with women of faith!  

Working together-study together-doing God's work. 

Christian fellowship/loving God in all that we do. 

Women of all ages serve side-by-side. 

We have led the church in our focus on poverty, racial justice, & human trafficking. 

Focus on “Raising Up Healthy Women and Girls.” 

Creation of an endowment for Katharina von Bora Luther. 

The Women of the ELCA is a dynamic and relevant organization. This Fall Women/ELCA will be 
showing their gratitude thru Thankofferings and Katie’s Fund.  There will be many opportunities to con-
nect with other women thru Café (an online young adult publication), Bold Connections (a monthly e-
newsletter), Daily Grace (a daily message that comes directly into your email), and Gather.  There’s so 
much to learn and share.  Are you ready to explore all that the Women of the ELCA has to offer? Are 
you ready for a renewed sense of self to define the best you?  This organizaton is open to all women.  
Try it out!!!  If you are interested in supporting, sharing, and promoting this organization, please contact 
Dale O’Hara at 610-489-0417 or join us for Committee Night on Tuesday, October 24, 2017, at 7:00pm 
in Augustus’ Chapel. 
 
 

OCTOBER 2017 

Page 14 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10212859673880855&set=p.10212859673880855&type=3


 

As We Look Back to the Summer of 2017, a warm and hear tfelt thanks is 
extended to everyone who helped with “Ice Tea on the Lawn” on June 18, to 
everyone who participated in WELCA’s Hearts & Hands Christian Service 
Committee throughout the summer, and to everyone who participated in Upper Montgomery’s Conference 
Women/ELCA Summer Bible Study & breakfast on August 1.  A special “thank-out” to Allison Smith who 
was Upper Montgomery’s bible study presenter in August.  Also, we would like to thank Barbara Burch for 
everything she contributed to Augustus’ Women/ELCA and wish her well in her move to North Carolina.  
Barbara was an asset to the organization in adjusting to any situation.  She was a wonderful supporter, pro-
moter, friend, and quilter.  We will miss her!! 

As We Look Forward to the Fall of 2017, Are You Ready For a New Beginning Full of Possibility?   
It’s Now the Time to Prepare for the New Season.  

The Upper Montgomery Conference began a new Bible Study on “The Apostle’s Creed” from the 
Gather Magazine.  Session two of this Bible Study will be held on Tuesday, October 3, 2017, at St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church in Pottstown, PA.  The Rev. Karen Sease is the presenter.  We believe in Jesus Christ…
Suffered. Crucified. Died, Rose again.  What can we learn about Jesus from the words of the Apostle’s 
Creed?  Coffee & treats begin at 9:30am and the Bible study begins at 10:00am.  Bring your Bible and your 
October issue of the “Gather” magazine.  If you need a ride, please contact Fran Ivarson.  

The Upper Montgomery Fall Conference Gathering will be held at Grace Lutheran Church, Potts-
town on Saturday, October 21.  The theme is “Renewal” from 2nd Corinthians 4:16.  "Therefore we do not 
lose heart.  Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day." The 
topic will be “Meet Katie Luther”.  Registration begins at 9:00 am.  The program speaker is The Rev. Dr. 
Susan K. Folks – former pastor of St. John’s Lutheran Church in Pottstown and currently serving as interim 
pastor at Advent Lutheran Church of Goshenhoppen.  Please bring canned goods for the Pottstown Cluster 
of Religious Communities, the local food cupboard.  For more information or if you would like to carpool, 
please contact Fran Ivarson at 610-489-4969.  All women and girls are invited to attend.  You don’t have to 
be a member of the Women/ELCA to attend. 

Augustus’ Thankoffering/Quilt & Afghan Sunday will be held on November  19, 2017, at the 10:30am 
church service only.  The Reverend Violet Little of The Welcome Church of Philadelphia http://
www.thewelcomechurch.org, a church without walls serving Philadelphia’s homeless community, will be 
our guest speaker.  Please mark your calendars & plan to attend.  You won’t want to miss this service!!  
The Reverend Violet Little’s biography will appear in November’s newsletter.  She is a very dynamic and 
bold woman - someone greatly admired for her ministry. 

In honor of Thankoffering, envelopes will be distributed for your donation in support of the life-changing 
ministries of Women of the ELCA programs, resources, leadership training, and operational expenses.  All 
the money collected will be sent directly to the churchwide organization of the Women of the ELCA. Make 
checks payable to “Augustus Women of the ELCA”.  Please be generous! Thankofferings show gratitude 
for God’s blessings and hope for all that is to come.  They give us an important and tangible way to express 
that gratitude and hope.  When significant or ordinary moments happen, it is our way of saying “thank you” 
to God! 

The Hearts & Hands Committee continues to meet twice a month on the 1st Wednesday & the 3rd 
Tuesday of each month at 9:30am in Augustus’ quilting room.  Among an array of various projects that the 
committee embarks on, the ladies concentrate their efforts on making quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  
The quilts will be on display for Thankoffering Sunday along with knitted/crocheted afghans for Laurel 
House, a shelter in Norristown for abused women and children. Currently, the committee is in need of peo-
ple who can knit or crochet, and who are willing to help make afghans.  If you are interested in partaking in 
the efforts of this committee, the workshop will meet on Oct 4 and Oct 17.  You can also work from home 
at your leisure.  New members are always welcome and no experience is necessary. For more information, 
please contact Mildred Stuffle at 610-489-7461 or jandmstuffle@verizon.net. 
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OCTOBER 2017  continued… 

 

Support WELCA through AmazonSmile! 

Now you can support Augustus Women of the ELCA with an even sweeter smile – 
an AmazonSmile, that is. AmazonSmile is a simple, automatic way for you to sup-
port Augustus Women of the ELCA every time you shop at Amazon.com, at no cost 
to you. The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate .5 percent of what you spend at 
Amazon to the Augustus’ Women’s Organization. 

Your privacy is protected – Augustus Women of the ELCA is never informed of your 
purchases, the amount you spend, or even that it’s you who’s supporting Women of 

the ELCA through AmazonSmile. It couldn’t be easier. 

How to shop AmazonSmile 

To shop with AmazonSmile, go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your computer or mobile 
device.  You might also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and 
start shopping with AmazonSmile.  You can also download and install an ex-
tension on your browser so that you can go to our smile.amazon.com portal 
automatically.  If you use Internet Explorer, you should start each shopping 
session at the URL after making Augustus Lutheran Church your  default 
charity. 

Please continue to Save the Following Items and place them in the appro-
priate box outside the church office:  Redner’s Tapes, eyeglasses, General 
Mills Box Tops for Education, and your old smartphones/cell phones/ipads/
ipods.  We are no longer collecting Campbell soup labels. 

Regarding the collection of old smartphones/cell phones/ipads/ipods, please 
do not include chargers or other accessories. If you are recycling an iPhone, 
please turn off “Find My iPhone”.  Go to settings > iCloud, turn off “Find My 
iPhone”.  Currently, Smartphone Recycling is offering an additional 20% cash 
bonus throughout 2017. 

Schedule Of Events  

Oct 3: Upper Montg Conference Bible Study @ St. Peter’s LC, Pottstown – 9:30am 

     Topic: “The Apostles Creed”  Session 2 Presenter:  Rev. Karen Sease 

   4: Hearts and Hands Workshop 9:30am 

   17: Hearts and Hands Workshop 9:30am 

   21: Upper Montgomery Conference Fall Gathering @ Grace LC, Pottstown - 9:00am 

     Theme: “Renewal” - 2nd Corinthians 4:16."Therefore we do not lose heart.  

     Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day."  

     Topic: “Meet Katie Luther”   Program speaker: Rev. Dr. Susan K. Folks 

   24: Augustus’ Committee Night in the Chapel 7:00pm 

Nov 1: Hearts and Hands Workshop 9:30am 

   7: Upper Montg Conference Bible Study @ St. Mark’s LC, Pennsburg – 9:30am  

     Topic:  “The Apostles Creed”  Session 3 Presenter:  Debra Long 

   19: Thankoffering/Quilt & Afghan Sunday – Rev. Violet Little, The Welcome Church  

   21: Hearts and Hands Workshop 9:30am  

   23: Happy Thanksgiving! 

   28: Augustus’ Committee Night in the Chapel 7:00pm     
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