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Hello Fellow AA’s

WOW! What an exciting time to be an
active member in this awesome fellowship. |
am not sure about you guys, but November
always elicits from me that most hallowed of
all meeting topics... Gratitude! From the time
| was 3 ft tall, cutting and pasting together
childlike renditions of the sacred turkey bird,
the message of gratitude has been instilled in
me. There were many years in my life, and |
am sure yours also, when this most hallowed
ideal became a mere wisp in the
consciousness of my being. How could it be
anything more? | was too busy thinking of my
favorite topic, me. If in the off chance |
happen to think of you in some grudge or
long-standing resentment, it was always of
your actions, or perceived actions and what
they might take away from my life.

You have, one and all, had a spiritual
experience during your time in recovery.
Being so simple in their manifestation in our
psyche, the ramifications can be earth
shakingly dramatic to each of our realities. |
still remember the exact moment, standing in
a circle and holding hands while reciting the
Lord's Prayer. It hit me like a ton of bricks,
“forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who have trespassed against us.” I had been
reciting this prayer for decades but could not
comprehend the meaning of this message
until that exact moment. Since that day, the
world has never looked more beautiful to me.
As the scales of pride and prejudice fell from
my eyes, gratitude has taken its natural place,
at the forefront of my mind and heart. Just a
simple shift in consciousness, simple yes, but
not easy. The results of this shift have left an

indelible mark upon me, one that I would
never change, even if | could.

| believe the above experiences have made
me a better DCM than | could have been
without them. That thought leads me to
SWRAASA which was held in Tulsa Ok.
Believe me, I had no idea what to expect from
this event, only that | was expected to go, and
my tribe was not joining me. | was pleasantly
surprised at the outcome. There were
workshops upon workshops all with the basic
idea of carrying a message and aiding me in
being a better reporter to district 2 along with
the other 38 or so groups. | gained some ideas
which after speaking with some of the district
2 officers, were implemented, others
discarded in favor of better ones, and some
will be voted on in the next meeting. It is
about getting some insight from a wider
sphere than just our district/ area on how to
better report and carry the group conscience
to the next level. Speaking of next level, I just
ran across a 2019 GSC final report, titled Our
Big Book- 80 years, 70 languages. Today, 3
years later, Our Big Book is translated into 73
languages. Just for a bit of perspective, | have
been in group business meetings where fights
have broken out over which coffee to buy, so
that makes me realize that there are some
amazing people doing some fantastic work to
make sure that the suffering alcoholic is able
to get this life saving message, no matter
what language he speaks.

The very next weekend of the 14, 15, and
16" was the Fall Voting Assembly in Round
Rock. Once again this was an amazing
experience. | thank God that | had just
attended SWRAASA and had a stronger
grasp of the AA service structure and what a
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trustee was, the difference between alcoholic
and nonalcoholic trustees and trustees at
large. Jimmy Dean is currently our regional
trustee. He is our outgoing alcoholic trustee
overseeing the Southwest Region, which
includes Texas, New Mexico, Colorado,
Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma, and Arkansas.
By the way, Jimmy is an amazing speaker. If
you get a chance to hear him, jump at it. Since
Jimmy’s term is up in March, our job at the
voting assembly was to elect our Area 68
nomination for regional trustee. There were 3
past delegates that stood for the position. |
carefully considered the qualifications for
each and voted my conscience. Our nominee
is Denise Thorns. She is a past delegate, panel
68, and her qualifications were numerous,
and she will be standing along with 15 other
nominees from all the other areas in the
region. We will have to wait and see.

Before wrapping this report up, I would like
to tell you about a speaker we heard. Marita
R is a trustee at large-US, and she has been
invited to attend and participate in GSC
meetings all over the world. She showed
maps of where AA is located all over the
globe that were color coded, blue indicating
where AA was present and yellow where it
was not. The blue zones dominated the world
map, but we were informed that even though
many of the blue areas had AA, it was barely
a showing with only a couple of meetings,
sometimes to a whole country. Hopefully,
this news is encouraging to you all, as it is
meant to be. As | mentioned earlier the Big
Book is translated into 73 languages. In
Canada alone there are 96 different languages
spoken, so we have a way to go. Each
translation of the BB costs around $26,000
and takes around a year to complete. Marita

also told a story about AA in Cuba. AA had
been secreted into Cuba via the Catholic
Church and operated only under the
protective wing of the church but was not
allowed to have meetings or conduct business
outside the church. After 20 years of this a
stranger showed up at their GSO meeting,
when asked she stated that she was the
minister of health for Cuba and since AA had
saved so many lives, they were now free to
move about and operate openly in the
country. This story gives me goose bumps
every time!

Do you remember Jack Alexander? He
was the famous investigative journalist for
the Saturday Evening Post and thought that
AA was a scam. He came to investigate and
expose it for what it was. He listened to some
of their stories and, through his article,
became AA’s greatest promoter. You already
know that part but, did you know that Jack
later became one of AA’s trustees at Large?
Once again, the scoffer came to scoff but
remained to pray. One, with purity of heart
cannot help but fall in love with an entity of
such loving principles and honest ideals.

Blessings to you all and Happy Thanksgiving
George Thomas

Area 68 District 2 DCM
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EVENTS:

NOVEMBER 2022

16t - Bulverde Group Annual BBQ
Bulverde Community Center

1747 E. Ammann Rd.

Join for food, fun and Fellowship

Speaker: Patrice M. — San Antonio
Dinner @ 6:30p Speaker @ 7:30p

19t — 24 Club BBQ and Speaker Meeting
@ 1142 Eikel St, New Braunfels

Speaker: Kirby W. from Austin.
Dinner @ 5:00p Speaker @ 7:00p

20t — San Antonio Inter-Service History
Presentation by Jim B.

St. Francis Episcopal Church, 4242 Bluemel
Road, San Antonio, 78240 @ 3:15p.

Come learn about the Inter-Service office’s
history and purpose.

Hybrid Available:
Meeting ID: 836 7071 4994
Passcode: SAIS

24-Hour Sober Watch and Thanksgiving
Lunch @ the 24 Club in New Braunfels

Sober Watch runs from.... to

Lunch at Noon on the 25" - bring a side or
dessert

DECEMBER 2022

24-Hour Sober Watch and Christmas Day
Lunch @ the 24 Club in New Braunfels

More info to come!

24-Hour Sober Watch and New Year’s
Day Lunch @ the 24 Club in New
Braunfels

More info to come!

JANUARY 2022

13th — 15th 2023 SWTA 68 Winter
Workshop/Assembly

Corpus Christi, TX

More information to come.

FEBRUARY 2022

3rd — 5th Coastal Bend Jamboree, Corpus
Christi TX
Click here for more information

ONLINE 12 STEP
MEETINGS:

Go to https://12steppers.org/online-virtual-
12-step-meetings-for-each-12-step-program/
for a list of meetings.
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LOCAL INFORMATION:

Service Opportunity!

The district Treatment Committee is looking
for volunteers to help carry the message to
local treatment centers. The Treatment
Committee meets on the second Sunday of
every month at 1pm, 1142 Eikel Street, New
Braunfels

Request for TRANSLATORS

The Publishing department at the General
Service Office is seeking professional
freelance translators who have a familiarity
with A.A. structure and content to join our
publications team (English to
French/Spanish; Spanish/ French to English).
We work on various projects spanning books,
pamphlets, correspondence and reports and
we need your talent to help us translate the
material that helps French- and Spanish-
speaking members carry the A.A. message of
recovery. Send your resume and cover letter
to aapublishing@aa.org.

Call for Stories

Fifth Edition Big Book
Deadline for submissions: October 31, 2022

The trustees’ Literature Committee is
delighted to invite A.A. members to
contribute stories of recovery to the Fifth
Edition of the Big Book, Alcoholics
Anonymous, through the new story
submission section on the G.S.O. website.
The new page features:

Guidelines and suggestions on how to
write your story;

« Automatic copyright signing process;

« Acknowledgment receipt (Note: The
anonymity of all authors will be observed
whether their story is selected for
publication or not). If you have any
questions, please email: Sbbstory@aa.org

New Braunfels’ Group Conscience

Meets At 12:15pm Every 3" Sunday of the
month. All members of New Braunfels
Group AA are encouraged to attend ... after
all, we can’t have a conscience without a
group! ;-) (Attendance is mandatory for
service members.)

Sober on the Square Meeting of
Alcoholics Anonymous

Cigar Vault San Marcos, 122 N. LBJ, San
Marcos, Texas 78666, Date and Time:
Wednesday Nights from 10-11 PM, Meeting
Type: Open discussion. Smoking is
permitted. For more information, please
contact Devon at 915-526-7577

Zoom Meetings

Noon every day except Saturday
ID: 864 9468 3219
Passcode: 24Eikel (case sensitive)

District 2 Newsletter Focus:
To inform the AA Community of information pertaining to District 2, Area 68, and to enhance group participation.
www.areab68district2.org




Area 68 AA-SWTA District 2 Newsletter
November 2022

Tuesdays-12&12 Study, 12:15-1:15
Thursdays-Big Book Study 12:15-1:15
ID: 9561549506

Password: 123456

Thursday-6:30 pm
ID: 82101661207
Password: service
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