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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK:
“When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for
you before I am taken from you?”
--II Kings 2: 9

The Passing Of Leadership
Often when we think of church, we think of the ideal of our own experiences—
childhood memories, favorite hymns, activities that brought us joy with others of
faith. We may remember childhood friends, socials, youth groups, Sunday School
programs. For many, looking back reminds us of the days when the pews were
full, the church schools were overflowing, and churches were growing because
families in them were having children and growing them. And their children were
having children and growing them.
It is hard to look at the church of today which is very different. The pews are less
full. The church has more competition on Sunday mornings. Younger families are
pulled in all kinds of directions during the hours of Worship and Sunday School.
The choir gets smaller and grayer. Budgets are harder to meet because the
generation of tithers is shrinking year after year. Buildings that once were thriving
are now in need of repair and upkeep and are filled with unused spaces.
The mantle of leadership in the church passes to the next generation. But who will
be the ones to pick up the mantle and what would that leadership look like?
Elijah passes the mantle of leadership to Elisha and the prophecy of the LORD
continues. Elijah and Elisha are very different in their persons; their styles, their
leadership, but God uses them to move forward the WORD of God in the world. It
should not be overlooked that there is a swirling of fire and a river of water at the
moment of transition.

Every generation of the church is baptized by fire and water. Change is hard.
Generational change can be even harder.
How our parents and grandparents “did church” does not necessarily apply in
2019. The traditions of the church and its worship, and the memories they evoke,
have value and meaning for those who have lived them. For those who may
encounter them for the first time today, they may seem mysterious, foreign, even
hard to embrace.
The question becomes, how do we as the church of 2019 find a voice that is
relevant to the neighborhood in which we live and the issues that affect it? How
do we pick up the mantle that is laid down for us and become new leaders for a
new day?
Resistance to change is normal and change is hard. But if the church is to survive
into the 21st century, then we will need to change: Change our focus, change our
worship, change our methods. The church of tomorrow is a church on the streets;
touching the lives of people and providing hope and love without expectation.
This is a church that will take the old, the known, the traditional and watch it
morph into a new reality that is familiar, yet fresh, provocative, and faithful!
We have started this new imagining with a fresh mission statement rooted in what
was but envisioned for what will be. We have begun setting goals for the church’s
1 year, 3 year and 5 year visions. We are actively working to revise foundational
documents and policies to reflect who we are today. And we are seeking to truly
understand who are our brothers and sisters in faith and membership here at St.
Stephen’s while welcoming in new faces; new ideas; new energy.
Hospitality is becoming the focus and goal of the church leadership for 2019.
Hospitality as it is experienced within our membership. Hospitality as we hope it
will be for those who seek to explore their faith with us in the weeks and years to
come.
What does that look like? Well, it is unfolding in real time.

In order for St. Stephen’s to be a community church, we need to know our
community. So what seeds or ideas is God planting within you to help us get to
know each other and our neighbors better; to be more than welcoming but,
rather, inviting to our neighbors?
Our conversation around this will deepen as we move forward through the year
and your voice is and will be important!
For now though, it is time to pray and prepare. Pray for the direction God will
lead us as we move into the future. Pray for your pastor and for the Elders and
Deacons seeking to be faithful with the mantle handed to them. Pray for the
community, that God prepares a path for blessing and renewal. But don’t only
pray. Prepare yourself. Prepare for the reality that moving into the future will also
mean change; prepare for the reality that renewing a living church may mean
giving up some things, changing established things, or requiring greater
expectations from you in your relationship to the church.
Finally, participate. If Elisha had just walked away, the WORD of God would have
continued because there is always another—another prophet, another church,
another place. But if he had walked away, the Israelites would never have
received the gifts of the spirit provided to HIM specifically.
Renewal will not be complete without you as part of it!
St. Stephen’s has been called to reinvent itself as church in this neighborhood; at
this time; with the individuals who have picked up and accepted the mantle of the
Gospel’s love and hospitality.
Will you pick that mantle up and labor with us in whatever direction our God
would have us go?
See you in church,
Pastor Jeff

Worship Highlights
May 12, 2019
Psalm 23: Jesus the Gentle Shepherd
We are very familiar with the Shepherd’s Psalm and for many, the words
are locked into our memories. For most people, this is a text that evokes
pastoral scenes of the imagination. But that may not be the shepherd’s
tale that David wants us to see. Come and reflect with us…

May 19, 2019 Revelation 21: 1-6 Imagine
GUEST SPEAKER: During worship, Mr. Ron Toles, Founder and
Director of Ordinarie Heroes will join us in worship to share his story
of a journey to service to the homeless of Philadelphia. He will also
share the mission and purpose of Ordinarie Heroes, which received
the 62 Personal Care Kits collected during Lent this year. Join us at
9:30 worship!
May 26, 2019 Acts 1: 1-11
What are You Looking At?
Ascension Day is a day often overlooked in the Christian church.
What does it mean for us in the modern day? And what
message does it bring coinciding with Memorial Day weekend?

June 2, 2019

Acts 2: 1-21

PENTECOST SUNDAY/COMMUNION
The gift of the Holy Spirit is the birthday of the church! Wear
red in celebration and join us for the festival of Pentecost as
we reflect on the Spirit’s call to us and our mission in the
community and the world and then gather about the table of
grace.

June 9, 2019 The Rev. Ernie Diefenderfer joins us a guest pastor and leads us in a service of
Praise and Worship!
June 16, 2019 Proverbs 8: 1-4, 22-31
Words of Wisdom
Wisdom is often viewed as a partner in Creation. What does
wisdom have to say to us today as we seek to make sense of the
world we live in?

June 23, 2019 Luke 8: 26-39
Broken Chains and Demon Swine
Jesus enters the land of the Gerasenes and
encounters a demon-possessed man in the
graveyard. It is the stuff of Halloween nightmares.
But what happens when the chains and the demons
are ours and we come into the presence of Christ?

June 30, 2019 II Kings 2: 1-2, 6-14
Chariots of Fire and Passing the Mantle
Elijah is lifted to heaven by the Chariots of Fire but passes
the mantle of Prophecy to Elisha before going off into
heaven. What does it mean when the mantle of leadership
shifts and the Spirit speaks anew?

IT IS GOING TO BE A WILD SUMMER AT ST. STEPHEN’S UCC!
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: July 7-11, 2019 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm
Join us for the stories of Moses and the Israelites as we share in Crafts, Snacks, Music, Games
and Songs!
To Volunteer to Help or Register Your Child Visit the VBS tab of our webpage, the event page
on Facebook, or contact the church office at 215-257-6460, or office@thessperkasie.org
Our Mission Project will Support the Elmwood Zoo in Norristown.

WE WILL ROAR (AND EAT!) TOGETHER!
A Day at the Elmwood Zoo
June 30, 2019 12 noon – Closing
1661 Harding Blvd, Norristown, PA 19401

Join us for a day at the Zoo! Bring a Picnic Lunch. Tickets are $10.95 per person
and we ask you to sign up for a roster. Tickets are now on sale. Sign up and
purchase today!
We will share in a Summer Pie Baking Contest with the winners to be chosen at
the Zoo! Pies must be there by 2 pm. Judging is at 2:15 pm. We will indulge
together after the contest!
Categories include: Chocolate/Cream, Best Fruit, Most Creative, Best Looking,
and Under 16.
Sign up today!

SUPPORT OUR VBS ZOO ON WHEELS VISIT!
The Elmwood Zoo will be visiting St. Stephen’s UCC on the
last night of Vacation Bible School, July 11, 2019!
In order to offset the cost of this experience, we are asking
the congregation to support two initiatives led by the
Christian Education Ministries!
ROAR on the FOURTH! Will be a Free Will Loose Change offering on the fourth Sundays of
May and June 2019! Please bring your loose change and make a donation to help fund this
mission effort for community Vacation Bible School!
A FEAST AND ROAR BAKE SALE to offset the cost of the Zoo on Wheels will be held after
worship on June 2nd. Baked good donations are welcome. Please support this effort. Watch
for more information in the Weekly Sounds and Bulletin.

VBS MISSION PROJECT: ADOPT AN ANIMAL
Keeping with the theme of ROAR!, our 2019 VBS Mission Project will be to
adopt an animal at the zoo for 1 year. Our goal will be $150 in VBS
Offerings!
During the week of VBS, children will vote on the animal of their choice to be
adopted and we will announce it on the last night of VBS when the Zoo on
Wheels is here at St. Stephen’s. The Adoption will come with an animal fact
sheet, adoption certificate, website recognition, a reduced admission rate for
a year for everyone participating and a coupon for free child admission with
one adult purchase of admission at full price!
Plus, we help to care for our environment and the animals around us!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2019
Is coming to St. Stephen’s
July 7-11 from 6:30-8:30 pm
We need your help this summer as we venture onto
an uncharted island where kids are rescued by Jesus!
Please consider lending a hand as we discover how
to be true heroes.
Vacation Bible School will be held
July 7-11 from 6:30-8:30 pm.
Name _______________________________
Phone # _____________________________
Email _______________________________
Camp Preparation:
_____ Create decorations
_____ Provide supplies
During our:
_____ Crafts
_____ Music
_____ Worship
_____ Mission
_____ Photographer

_____ Decorate
church
_____ Publicity
_____ Drama
_____ Games
_____ Science
_____ Snacks
_____ Greeter/
Registration

_____ Shepherding children to stations
Please complete this form and place it in the offering
plate or in Donna Wimmer’s mailbox. Thank you!

Vacation Bible School 2019
Fun! Friends! Snacks!
Games! Crafts! Music!
St. Stephen’s UCC
July 7-11 from 6:30-8:30 pm
Child #1 Name
__________________________________________
Grade
Birthdate______________Age:____Completed__
Child #2 Name
__________________________________________
Grade
Birthdate______________Age:____Completed__
Child #3 Name
__________________________________________
Grade
Birthdate______________Age:____Completed__
Address:______________________________________
___________
Phone#__________________Email____________
Parent(s) Name
__________________________________________
Emergency Phone #
________________________________________
Allergies or other important information:
_____________________________________________
____________________
Church Affiliation:
__________________________________________
Please complete this form and place it in the offering
plate or in Donna Wimmer’s mailbox. Thank you!
You can also register online through our website on
the Christian Education or Events pages.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Friday “Fellows” Fellowship
May 3 & June 7 at 7:00am
Join the “men of St. Stephen’s” for a morning of
breakfast and fellowship.
For more information, contact Dave
Alexander at 215-257-7019.

Graduation Recognition
Sunday
Members of St. Stephen’s who are graduating
from high school or college will be honored during
the Graduation Recognition Sunday service on June
2 at 9:30am. Please let the office know student’s
name, institution of graduation and graduation
date with the office by May 19 .

PENTECOST
SUNDAY, June 2
Worship/Communion
9:30 AM
Donate Geraniums for Pentecost
Red geraniums will be used to decorate the
sanctuary for the Pentecost service and will then
be planted outside. If you would like to make a
donation to cover the cost, please use a “Geranium
Envelope” found at the back of the church or place
your donation in an enveloped marked
“Geraniums” with your name on it. Envelopes can
be placed in the offering plate or given to Judy
Ockenfuss. Thank you for your support.

St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
American Red Cross Blood Drive
Monday, June 10, 2019
2:00 PM to 7:00 PM
110 N. 6th Street
Perkasie, PA 18944
Appointments are preferred!
Or visit www.redcrossblood.org and use Sponsor
Code: Perkasie

MOVIE DISCUSSION NIGHT:
TUESDAY, May 28
7:00 pm
WONDER 1 hr. 53
mins. Rated PG
Based on the New
York Times
bestseller, this movie
tells the incredibly
inspiring and heartwarming story of
August Pullman, a boy with facial
differences who enters the fifth grade,
attending a mainstream elementary
school for the first time.

MISSION / OUTREACH

Invest in the Vision
Strengthen the Church
Special Mission Offering
Sunday, June 2~ Pentecost
Every year on Pentecost Sunday, we receive a
special offering for Strengthen the Church. It is
one of four special programs which we
participate in every year to support Our
Church’s Wider Mission. The offering is used to
help build our denominational future by:
•
•
•
•

Funding new church starts and
invigorating existing congregations
Nurturing lay and pastoral leadership
Building youth and young adult ministries
Supporting the God is Still Speaking

Ministry and its extravagant welcome for all
within the United Church of Christ.
Your gift to Strengthen the Church builds the
UCC’s future now by funding The Stillspeaking
Ministry, new and renewing churches, youth and
young adult ministries, and lay and pastoral
leadership formation.

MISSION OFFERINGS

St. Stephen’s is moving forward to serve our
neighbors and our community. Throughout the
year our congregation responds to the needs of
others through our quarterly mission offerings and
special offerings. Thank you for your support!

2019 Our Church’s Wider Mission
One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS)
$547.00 Offering Received

LENTEN MISSION PROJECT
Church World Service
Personal Care Kits
Thanks to the generosity of those who
bought items or donated money to buy items
for the personal care kits, we were able to
assemble 62 kits. GREAT JOB!

FISH Needs
Please note that we are now collecting for our
Summer Kids Lunch Program. As you may
know, many children receive subsidized lunches and
breakfasts at school throughout the school year.
When summer rolls around, and the kids are home all
day, our client families have a hard time putting food
on the table to replace those meals. Please consider
holding a “kid food” food drive this spring to help us
gear up to assist these families. FISH families with
school aged children will receive an extra bag of food
each month during the summer that will include “kid
friendly” foods. We will also be purchasing some
items like milk, cheese, yogurt and fruit to distribute.
Some kid friendly ideas...
Fruit, applesauce, Jello and pudding cups,
granola bars, mini snack packs, fruit leather, mac
and cheese mix, peanut butter and jelly, Spaghettios,
cheese and PB cracker packs, canned tuna and
chicken, bags of apples and oranges, and more! Be
creative!
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A message from Terry Weirback:
I am honored, once again, to be one of only 31 men and women from the Pennsylvania Southeast
Conference of the United Church of Christ to be an elected delegate to General Synod 2019. Having been
a delegate two years ago at the 31st. General Synod held in Baltimore, I will be flying to Milwaukee, WI for
the 32nd. General Synod, June 21-25. The theme for General Synod 2019 is “Shine” based on scripture
from Matthew 5:16; “In the same way, let your light shine before others… so that they may see your good
works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” Always an extraordinary event in the life of the church,
General Synod delegates and visitors will experience dynamic workshops, generative plenary sessions,
inspirational worship, engaging youth activities, special banquets and luncheons. Delegates will conduct
the business of the denomination and set priorities for our ministries. Keynote speakers will offer
illumination and insight into challenges that face our congregations and communities. Delegates and
visitors alike will stand up for the issues that demand faithful witness (including debating and voting on 21
resolutions), worship together, and participate in local service projects. I promise to do my best to faithfully
carry out my responsibilities as a delegate and bring honor and glory to St. Stephen’s, the North Penn
Association and our local Conference. I ask for your prayers for safe travel. For more information about
General Synod 2019, visit their website: www.synod2019.org.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Prayer shawl ministry: remember to continue to make shawl or lap throws. We appreciate
yarn donations. There are boxes for the yarn and also for the finished shawls/lap throws on the
table outside Ehrhart Hall. Please let Pat know if you have made or are making shawl. Thanks to those
who have made them so far.

E-Offerings
Through a program with VANCO solutions, St. Stephen’s UCC offers a 21st Century
approach to offerings to our members and friends. By following the link below, you can
sign up to have offerings shared by Direct Deposit at the frequency and amount that is
comfortable to you. Advantage? No need to write a check or remember an envelope and,
even if you are unable to be at church, your stewardship of offering can still support the church’s
ministries. And you can cancel or alter the plan at any time. Using your smart device, scan the
code above or on the back of the bulletin to start, or follow this link to enroll:
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgibin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7
KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbSmCgpFWt_lz6tBgpKEynCXHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx1-zZsqx9jr9hy9V5go3S6Q=&ver=3
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MAY/JUNE BIRTHDAYS
05/05
05/06
05/09
05/10
05/11
05/13
05/14
05/15
05/17
05/18
05/19
05/21
05/23
05/24
05/25
05/26
05/29
05/31

Lee Anne Kingsbauer
Zachary Alexander
Nolan Wimmer
Gladys Kramer, Christopher Alexander
Natalie Argue, Peytan Rimmer
Heidi Rimmer
Sarah Force
Randy Snyder
Jessica Bargione Lowther
Wyatt Lentz
Walter Hunsberger, Brian Taylor
Caitlin Thompson
Heather Nogami, Steven Argue
Ryan Cressman
Rebecca Trauger
Marie Wenhold
Casey Phillips
Jason Seachrist
David Boone,
Brandon Godshall

06/03
06/04
06/05
06/07
06/08
06/10
06/11
06/12
06/15
06/16
06/17
06/18
06/20
06/21
06/23
06/24
06/26
06/27

Brian Egan
Randy White
Deanna Melideo
Charles Moyer, Monika Lentz
David Benner, Rachel Ketterer
Dominic Melideo
Noah Hager
Charles Pope
Thomas Price
Barbara Boughter
Bob Hunsicker
Matthew Hardner
Nancy Rourke
Howard Labs
Danielle Schuster
Lisa Wesley
Elaine Hager, Elizabeth Moyer,
Ryan Alexander
Jonathan Boughter

Happy Birthday and
God’s Blessings
HAPPENINGS IN THE PSEC
Pennsylvania Southeast Conference & UCC

The PSEC Spring Meeting will be held on May 31 – June 1
at West Chester University, West Chester, PA

In Appreciation
Dear Members of St. Stephen’s UCC,
On behalf of my mother, my family, and myself, I’d like to thank you for the cards, prayers and support
upon my father’s passing.
All were greatly appreciated!
Sincerely,
Holly Ketterer
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St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
110 N. Sixth Street
Perkasie PA 18944
Return Service Requested

Time Sensitive Materials
Mailed:

Please visit our website at
www.thessperkasie.org
for the latest information from St.
Stephen’s UCC.
St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
110 N. Sixth Street, Perkasie, PA 18944
215-257-6460
www.thessperkasie.org
Facebook: Saint Stephens UCC, Perkasie PA
Instagram: StStephensucc
Twitter: @Stephensuccperk
Email: office@thessperkasie.org
Rev. Jeffrey A. Wargo - Pastor
Email: pastor@thessperkasie.org
Office Hours: Tuesday 9am – 12 noon
Patricia Kimbel – Office Administrator
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 9:15am – 2:15pm
John Binde – Director of Music
Email: johnbinde49@gmail.com
610-554-3320
Eileen Ericsson – Handbell Director
Email: e388keys@comcast.net
267-463-3671

Sunday – June 2
9:30am Worship/Communion
Strengthen the Church Offering
Graduation Sunday – June 2

