Fall, 2014

Gene Reed shares history on Cullens with
CLA audience at Annual Meeting
by Carol Lindahl
Gene Reed entertained the attendees at the Cullen Lakes
Association (CLA) Annual Meeting in August with stories
of her family’s history on Middle Cullen. She recalled
sharing adventures with her husband and children on what
she labels “paradise.”
Grandpa Reed purchased 15 acres of land in 1938, Gene
related, partly because he had heard about the great fishing
on the lake, and that has allowed generations of Reeds to
experience the pleasures of lake vacations. (See story
elsewhere in this newsletter.)
President Ann Beaver led the audience through a number
of other agenda items including the treasurer’s report and
approval of the minutes of last year’s meeting. She also
commented on the death of Bruce Helland in July. Bruce
was a longtime resident on Lower Cullen and a CLA
Board member who organized the CLA merchandise that
is currently for sale on the website.
Paul Beilfuss presented the budget for 2015 noting that our
largest expenditure is for the treatment of curlyleaf
pondweed on our lakes.
This on-going expense is
significant and the Board is looking at ways to ensure that
sufficient funds continue to be available to cover these
costs.
Attendees also re-elected several Board members for twoyear terms: Ann Beaver, Lower Cullen; Rich Johnson,
Lower Cullen; John MacGibbon, Lower Cullen, Jack
McNamara, Lower Cullen; and Denny Opsahl, Upper
Cullen.
Examples of CLA merchandise items (glasses, mugs, Tshirts, sweatshirts and caps) were available for purchase or
to order at the meeting and attendees also had the chance
to review numerous educational exhibits.

We've Moved!!
by Dan Meixner
Okay, maybe not physically, just our website. We have
completed the transition from our old web address to our
new web address at: cullenlakesassoc.org.
If you have bookmarks or favorites from the old site, they
may not work anymore. For the time being, many of our
old website links should redirect you to our new website.
If you have any trouble finding us just search "cullen
lakes" and you should find us. Just remember to bookmark
our new address or add it to your favorites for easy future
access.
If you have any trouble or would like to leave feedback,
please email us using the link on the Members page or
email me at dmeixner@tds.net. We have also added a link
to the photos page if you would like to share your pictures
of the Cullen Lakes area on our slideshow.

Need Gifts?
See page 7 for CLA items for sale.

A Special Thanks for Mowing!
CLA and many area visitors would like to thank the Hicks
and Jones families of Middle Cullen Lake for keeping the
hiking trails on the public land north of Middle Cullen
mowed this past season. They have even expanded the
mowed trails to include the “duck and beaver trails”! If
you haven’t yet hiked this area, you are missing a local
treasure. Access is off Wilderness Road.

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Pose
a Never-Ending Threat (and Expense)
The CLA ran a very successful fundraising drive in
2008-2011which brought in over $100,000 from Cullen
Lakes property owners for the treatment of curlyleaf
pondweed (CLP) in all three lakes. In addition to these
funds, many CLA members have sent contributions for
CLP control each year in addition to their annual dues.
However, the control of CLP will be an on-going expense.
The CLA Board estimates that existing funds will be
largely depleted in three years and has begun discussion of
how to finance the battle against AIS in the years beyond
that, especially if additional AIS are found in the lakes.
You will receive a survey in February, 2015 to aid in
updating the CLA Lake Management Plan. Funding of
AIS treatments will be part of that survey. The Board
looks forward to hearing from you on this vital matter.

CLA Committees -- 2014-2015
Administration
Carol Lindahl, chair
Paul Beilfuss
John MacGibbon
Budget & Finances
Paul Beilfuss, chair
Charlie Boudrye
Education
John MacGibbon, chair
Ann Beaver, newsletter
Kathy Kriewald
Carol Lindahl
Environmental Issues
Rich Johnson, co-chair
Jack McNamara, co-chair
Jim Burrell
Dan Hurley
Jim Kostreba
Dan Meixner
Water Quality
Ann Beaver, chair
Charlie Boudrye
Rich Johnson
Dan Meixner
Denny Opsahl

At present, the only aquatic invasive species known to be
in the Cullen Lakes is curlyleaf pondweed. However, as
you can see from the map below of Crow Wing County,
other AIS are lurking at the public and private accesses of
the lakes. All it will take is one careless lake user coming
from any infested water anywhere and the lakes will be
home to other AIS!

Invasive Species
Ann Beaver, co-chair
Carol Lindahl, co-chair
Paul Beilfuss
Rich Johnson
Dan Meixner
Denny Opsahl
Lake Management
Planning
president, chair
all committee chairs
Land Development
Ann Beaver, chair
Charlie Boudrye
Jim Kostreba
Jack McNamara
Membership
Charlie Boudrye, chair
Ann Beaver
Kathy Kriewald
Carol Lindahl
Fish Management
Dan Meixner, chair
Dan Hurley
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Editor’s note: Following are the committee reports from
the 2014 Annual Meeting.
ADMINISTRATION
Carol Lindahl, chair
The Administration Committee organized the 2014 Annual
Meeting, in conjunction with the full Board of Directors.
Each year the organization strives to provide an interesting
program and displays. The Committee has compiled a
procedures manual for the CLA, as recommended in the
Lake Management Plan’s goals and objectives.
BUDGET AND FINANCE
Paul Beilfuss, chair
An annual financial audit is planned for this summer. The
committee has reviewed the Association’s financial status
and believes that our finances are in good shape. We also
prepared the 2015 budgets for review and adoption at the
Annual Meeting.
EDUCATION
John MacGibbon, chair
The CLA Education Committee maintains two major
sources of information about the Cullen Lakes and the
lakes association:
Cullen Currents, the newsletter
published quarterly and edited by Ann Beaver, and the
Cullen Lakes website: www.cullenlakesassoc.org under
webmaster Dan Meixner. The old CLA website, a
combined effort of Dan Meixner and former webmaster
Charlie Boudrye, was discontinued as of September 1.
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
Ann Beaver, chair
Highway pick up
I don’t know if it’s because this now takes place on the
Saturday morning of a three day holiday weekend or
because it can be so much fun (maybe it’s both!), but
we’ve had great turnouts the last couple years. Last fall’s
Labor Day weekend pick up had 18 volunteers and this
spring’s Memorial Day weekend pick up had 15. My
sincere thanks to all who volunteered and especially to the
event organizer, Anne Kostreba! This fall’s highway pick
up will be Saturday, August 30. Volunteers will meet at
8:30 a.m. at the unofficial parking area where Wilderness
Ridge Road meets Highway 271.
Shoreline restoration/preservation
It has been two years since we last were able to present a
Most Improved Shoreline Award and we aren’t able to
present one this year either. I hope it is just because
people are too modest to nominate themselves and not
because no one is working to improve their shoreline.

There will be no Lake Friendly Shoreline Award presented
this year either, but that isn’t because there aren’t potential
candidates. Circumstances this year simply prevented the
usual lakeshore cruises in search of possible worthy
shorelines. This is merely a one year hiatus in the award.
We will have at least one shoreline to honor again next
year.
INVASIVE SPECIES
Ann Beaver and Carol Lindahl, co-chairs
This past winter we completed DNR permit applications
for our spring treatment of curly-leaf pondweed (CLP) and
applied for DNR grant funding to help offset the cost. We
received funding of $100 per acre up to 91 acres. Last fall
we had entered into a one year contract again with Clarke
Aquatic Services to provide pre-treatment surveys,
chemical treatment of CLP with Aquathol K in May, post
treatment surveys, and October surveys to detect new
growth of CLP. The results of this year’s treatment appear
to be very good, as were last year’s. We will continue to
map known areas of CLP and we ask all lake users to
notify us of areas they discover when out on the lakes.
This knowledge will help Clarke and us effectively define
treatment areas in the coming years.
Local DNR personnel will no longer be able to map and
treat purple loosestrife on the Cullens, as they had so
graciously been doing for us, because they have their
hands full dealing with the aquatic invasive species in the
Brainerd Lakes area. So, we ask you to monitor your own
shoreline and either pull out/dig up or poison any
loosestrife you find. One mature plant can produce up to
2.7 million seeds annually, so if this invasive species is not
dealt with our shorelines can be taken over by it.
WATER QUALITY
Ann Beaver, chair
This report changes very little from year to year, which is a
good thing. The results of our water sampling since the
last annual meeting continue to show the water quality of
the lakes falls within the normal range for lakes in our
ecoregion. Monthly results vary some from year to year,
due to weather conditions, but the overall condition of our
lakes remains fairly consistent. A more detailed report will
be included in the winter, 2015 newsletter. We continue to
update the CLA Lake Water Quality Plan for each lake at
the end of the testing season so they may be included in
our applications for DNR grants for the treatment of CLP.
LAKE MANAGEMENT PLANNING
Ann Beaver, chair
We will be revising the 2010 property owners survey yet
this summer and fall to be sent out in January, 2015 to
property owners in preparation for revising our Lake
Management Plan.

LAND DEVELOPMENT
Ann Beaver, chair
In the past year the committee asked the Board to send a
letter to the Trust for Public Land (TPL) in support of its
application for grant fund to acquire the former Stallion
Ridge and Gammello properties on Upper Cullen Lake.
TPL has since acquired the land and donated it to Crow
Wing County to be managed as public land. Committee
members also attended several meetings of the Pequot
Lakes Planning Commission to represent the lake
association’s concerns regarding the latest redevelopment
aspects of Wilderness Resort Villas. At the request of the
Pequot Lakes City Council, CLA now has a representative
on the Pequot Lakes City Council/Planning Commission
committee that will be monitoring the continuing
development of the resort. The committee also sent a letter
of “no objection” to the Nisswa Planning Commission
regarding the platting into six residential lots of the Lower
Cullen Lake property identified on the CLA map/guide as
“Stone Container Corporation.”
EDUCATION
Charlie Boudrye, chair
Dues-paying members in the Cullen Lakes Association
number 234. A total of 16 former members have not yet
paid their dues for 2014. There are five complimentary
members (new property owners on the lakes) compared to
three last year. We have 17 Associate Members, meaning
they are former lakeshore property owners, a property
owner in the lakes’ watershed, or a family member of a
lakeshore property owner.

continue my education after I receive my two year degree
from CLC. Your gift will help me move forward with my
educational goals.
By awarding me this scholarship, you have lightened my
financial burden which will allow me to focus more on my
education. It truly brightens my day to know that there are
people out there like you that want to help people like me
succeed in life. I hope that one day I can be in the position
to help students with their goals to better themselves.
Again, thank you.
Sincerely,
Bobbi Gunderson

Fall Road Clean Up
by Anne Kostreba
We had another excellent turnout on August 30 by a
dedicated crew of 14 CLA helpers for our fall road clean
up. The temps were warm and the rain held off -- barely -but I think we'll stick with our "never rained out" record.
There were a few drizzles shortly after we started but they
didn't really amount to much. We collected 16 bags of
garbage and a $20 bill!
Afterwards, coffee, treats, and good conversation was
enjoyed by all.

Soteroplos Scholarship Winner Sends Thanks
The following letter was received by the CLA treasurer in
August from the 2014 Ted Soteroplos Scholarship winner
at Central Lakes Scholarship. This scholarship is made
possible by memorial placed in an endowment fund at the
college in memory of Ted, a longtime Lower Cullen
resident and CLA Board member. Each year the earnings
of the fund are given as a scholarship to one student who is
specializing in an environmental field at the college.
Dear Mr. Boudrye,
I am writing to thank you for your very generous $243 Ted
Soteroplos Memorial Scholarship. I was very excited to
learn that I was selected as the recipient of this award. It
is sincerely appreciated.
This fall marks my fourth semester enrolled in the Natural
Resources A.A.S. program at Central Lakes College. I
plan to pursue a degree in wild animal biology and will

Many thanks to the following people for donating a couple
hours of their time on Labor Day weekend: Barb and Jack
McNamara, Jim MacGibbon, Jim Burrell, Joni Marti,
Lowell Bonnema, Dan Meixner, Stu MacGibbon, Dan
Hurley, Jim Brophy, John MacGibbon, Rich Johnson, and
Jim and Anne Kostreba.

One of the
prized fishing
spots, called the
"pike hole", was
also located on
that eastern end
of Middle
Cullen, in the
middle of a large
bed of reeds, in
front of the
group of cabins
they called "the
N e b r a s k a
Camp".
The
pike hole was to
be fished on
overcast days,
and it provided
many pictures of
huge Northerns.

The Reed Property on Middle Cullen Lake
by Gene Reed
In the early 1930s, during The Depression, a man named
Ray Luther, who lived on Middle Cullen Lake, was out of
work. He went to Cincinnati, Ohio to stay with a relative
and look for a job. One of the jobs he found was painting
the house of Robert Reed, my father-in-law. Bob was a
professor of chemical engineering, specializing in
lithography (inks, papers, printing) in the graduate school
at the University of Cincinnati. In 1945 he took a position
with the American Lithographic Foundation in Chicago
and was a consultant, writing papers and traveling to
printing companies all over the USA. Even after he
retired, he was writing papers for the Foundation. He is
listed in Who's Who in America.
His favorite pastime was fishing.
In the course of painting Bob and his wife Martha’s house,
the subject of fishing came up, and Ray told Bob about the
best fishing place in the whole world, the Cullen Lakes in
Minnesota. Bob decided to explore Ray’s suggestion, and
he and his family camped in a tent next to Ray and
Esther’s house on Middle Cullen. Bob was so impressed
with the lake’s fishing that he went right to Brainerd to see
what land might be for sale in the area. As it happened,
there was a piece of property in an estate, available for
back taxes, right on Middle Cullen. He found a co-buyer
named Wilbur Sifert, known by his friends as “Webb”. In
1933, the deal was done. After a couple years, Webb
couldn’t afford to keep his piece of the property, and he
sold it to Earl Sifert, whose family still owns the piece
adjacent to our property.
Bob and Martha had three children, Bob, Janet and Marty,
and the family would travel from their home in Cincinnati,
and later in Deerfield, Illinois, just outside Chicago, to
spend the month of August at the lake every summer.
The Reeds dearly loved the old original cabin on the
property. It had a river rock fireplace (and still does) and
kerosene lamps, a big wood range in the kitchen, a pump
at the sink, and a real wooden ice box. Of course, in those
days, and for many years later, there was an outhouse,
complete with hoot owls at night.
The main activities were chopping wood and going
fishing. The every-morning fishing excursion regularly
involved stopping at Ray Luther's dock and getting a big
block of ice from the ones packed in sawdust in the
icehouse across the road. That icehouse is still standing on
the west side of Sunset Valley Road.
The next stop was across that bay to the Lundborg farm
(just before the thoroughfare into Upper Cullen) where
Anna Lundborg and her two brothers farmed and had
cows.
The fishermen came home with sweet corn,
raspberries and cream.

They had many picnic dinners with the McDowells across
the lake, out on their point. Mrs. McDowell made great
fried chicken, and they always had lots of corn on the cob.
Back in the old days, Wilderness Point was called WayMa-Dee Point, and there were resort cabins there. Being
right across the bay, the Reeds used to take picnics over to
the point, build a bonfire, swim in the resort swimming
area and sing with the ukulele, which Bob would play. He
knew all the verses to the Martins and the Coys, and Ivan
Scavinski Scavar.
In 1940, I married Bob’s son, Bob, who was a Lt. Col. in
the Army Air Corps. I met him when I was helping his
mother Martha take care of baby Marty. After World War
II, we started having children and built a second cabin out
to the west of the main cabin. Our family would spend
three weeks every summer at the lake with Bob and
Martha. My husband and his father would go out every
morning and evening fishing for bass and pike. Bob
would clean the fish, Martha would fry them up, we would
add corn on the cob and have a great Minnesota dinner.
In the ‘60s, we added a third building to the property, with
the help of Vic and Oscar Wallin.
We call it the
“birdcage”. Because it was screened in, it was a great
place for meals or just sitting and watching the activity on
the lake.
As our children grew up, I began rowing the boat for the
men morning and evening. Grandpa Reed, as we came to
call him, would scratch on the screen every morning
around six and we would get up for the morning round of
fishing. The men would decide to go to the Upper lake or
fish around Middle Cullen depending on the wind.
(continued on next page)

One summer, my husband, who had purchased an
amphibious plane called a Seabee, flew our family of
seven from our home in Ohio up to the lake. We landed
the plane right on the lake, and brought it into the dock.
In the winter of 1963, Bob and I brought the family up to
the cabin, even though there was no heat except for the
fireplace and stove. Grandma and Grandpa Reed came up
then too, and we got to see the Wallins cut the huge blocks
of ice from the lake, which would be stored in sawdust in
the ice houses . Now that everyone has refrigerators, many
of you may never have used ice blocks to keep your food
cold.

now only smaller boats can go from Middle Cullen to the
Upper Lake.
Another change involves our means of access to our
property.
Originally we used the road, now called
Wilderness Road, that goes from 371 past the north shore
of Lower Cullen and part of Middle Cullen and through
the woods to our driveway. The DNR closed off the state
property to vehicle traffic, and we now come in via Sunset
Valley Road, over the thoroughfare between Middle and
Upper Cullen.
The old Way-ma-dee peninsula, now called Wilderness
Point Resort, across from our dock, has really been built
up with A- frames.
The reeds (that is the plants in the lake!) used to extend
much farther into the lake. Grandpa and my husband
fished with fly rods, casting to the edge of the reeds, and a
lot of those areas they used to fish are too shallow now,
almost all around the lake.
It seems there is a lot less wildlife, herons, loons, eagles
and otters, than there used to be. And more weeds in the
lake, as well as invasive plants like loosestrife and
curlyleaf pondweed.
The other big change many of you have seen is the type of
boats, including jet skis and pontoon boats on the lake.
Also, there don’t seem to be as many canoes, but more
kayaks and stand-up paddle boards.
Our children learned how to water-ski as they grew up,
but now children are mainly on tubes behind the boats.

Two of the lake residents that Grandpa Reed liked to fish
with every morning were Doc and Millie Greenawalt.
When Doc died, Grandpa would still take Millie out
fishing. The day he died, in 1971, he was supposed to pick
up Millie for their morning fishing. When he didn’t show
up, she came to the cabin and found him lying on the floor
at the front window. He must have been checking the wind
and weather for the morning outing, and had either a stroke
or a heart attack. He was 81. His Minnesota property was
left to my husband.
In 1991, my husband sold off three acres of the original 15
that Grandpa had bought to his sister Marty, and she and
her husband, Bob, built a beautiful cabin between our
property and the Sifert/Jones property. An additional acre
and a half was added to their purchase a little later.

I hope you have learned a little bit that you didn’t know
from my recollections of earlier times on Middle Cullen.
A lot of what I have told you has been enhanced by Marty
Bushey, my husband’s sister, and by Carol Jean Wallin,
who owns the craft shop in Pequot. Carol Jean and her
parents, Ruth and Oscar, and her brothers and sisters were
such an important part of our Minnesota summers and all
the wonderful memories I have of the Cullen Lakes.
Whenever I refer to this special place, I call it
“PARADISE”!

Currents on the Cullens

My husband died in 2002 and is buried in Greenwood
Cemetery in Nisswa, along with the Siferts, Joneses and
many Wallins.

Deaths: John (Jack) Brombach (L48), Evelyn Olson (U2)

The lake has changed a lot over the course of the 80+ years
since Bob Reed bought his property.

New Owners: Stu MacGibbon (L71), David Helland &
Sherry Oeltjenbruns (L84)

The bridge over the channel from Middle Cullen to Upper
Cullen used to be made of planks. But due to heavier
vehicles going over the bridge, a culvert was installed, so

2014 Loon Nesting Is Largely Unsuccessful

CLA Merchandise for Sale

This year’s loon reproduction was not very successful on the
three Cullen Lakes. Several loon couples made two nesting
attempts, yet very few had successful hatches and of those
chicks, almost none survived more than a few days.

Need Christmas or other celebration gifts or something
nice just for you? Look no further. Cullen Lakes
Association merchandise for sale includes caps, mugs,
glasses, and a variety of styles of shirts and sweatshirts.
We have even added youth sizes to our inventory.
To see photos of all colors and styles available, visit the
new CLA web site: cullenlakesassoc.org. A list of items,
styles, colors available and prices is below.
Cap (#AH35)--navy,beige--one size--$15
Coffee mug--blue with CLA logo--$7
16 oz. glass--clear with CLA logo--$7
Adult apparel:
T-shirt (#29M)--forest green, navy, pink, black, ash, red-S,M,L,XL--$15 (2XL--$18)
Sweatshirt (#562M)--forest green, navy, royal blue, pink,
black--S,M,L,XL--$20 (2XL--$23)
Hoodie sweatshirt (#996M)--forest green, navy, royal blue,
pink, black--S,M,L,XL--$30 (2XL--$33)
Zipper hoodie sweatshirt (#993M)--forest green, navy,
royal blue, pink, black--S,M,L,XL--$40 (2XL $43)
Ladies fleece zipper hoodie (#L265)--pink rush, black-S,M,L,XL--$45
Long sleeve T-shirt (#8400)--forest green, navy, ash, royal
blue, black--S,M,L,XL--$20 (2XL$23)
Youth apparel:
(all available in ash, pink, red, forest green, royal blue,
light blue, black)
T-shirt (#29B)--S,M,L--$12
Long sleeve T-shirt (#2400B)---S,M,L--$16
Hooded sweatshirt (#996Y)--S,M,L--$25
Zipper hooded sweatshirt (#993B)---S,M,L--$30
Crew sweatshirt (#562B)--S,M,L--$16

Shown above are Jim Kostreba and Jack McNamara taking
the loon nesting platform out at the west end of Lower
Cullen Lake in September. Shown below is the surprise they
found on the platform -- an unhatched loon egg. The DNR
picked up the egg and has sent it for analysis as to why it
didn’t hatch.

To order merchandise, include:
*the item name and model number (except for mugs and
glasses)
*size(s) and quantity of each
*price per piece and total per item (ex. $7 x 4 =$21)
*total enclosed
Please include your name, address for delivery, phone
number, and email address.
Mail your order and check (payable to CLA) to Jim
Burrell, 4857 Wilderness Ridge Rd., Nisswa, MN 56468.
Jim will notify you when your order is ready. You may
pick up your order at his home or he will deliver it to your
lake address if needed. Other delivery arrangement may
require shipping costs.
If you have any questions, you may email Jim at
burrell@tds.net

CULLEN LAKES ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 466
NISSWA, MN 56468
To protect, preserve, and enhance the three Cullen Lakes and their
environs in order to ensure the continued vitality of the lakes, high
quality fish and wildlife habitat, safe and healthful family living,
and the survival of these natural gifts for future generations.

CLA BOARD 2014-2015
BEAVER, Ann (Lower Cullen)
218-568-5904
beaver@uslink.net
BEILFUSS, Paul (Lower Cullen)
218-963-6028
boomer284@charter.net
BOUDRYE, Charlie (Middle Cullen)
218-963-7494
eagleye@nisswa.net
BURRELL, Jim (Lower Cullen)
218-568-5363
burrell@tds.net
HURLEY, Dan (Lower Cullen)
612-481-3766
lonegoose15@aol.com

JOHNSON, Rich (Lower Cullen)
218-330-2655
rhdbjohnson@yahoo.com
KOSTREBA, Jim (Lower Cullen)
320-333-2425
jakostreba@gmail.com
KRIEWALD, Kathy (Middle Cullen)
218-963-4590
thekriewees@gmail.com
LINDAHL, Carol (Lower Cullen)
651-206-1330
lindahlcarol@hotmail.com
MACGIBBON, John (Lower Cullen)
612-860-5864
jmacgibbon@mactek-inc.com
MCNAMARA, Jack (Lower Cullen)
651-307-9754
jmac237@comcast.net

MEIXNER, Dan (Middle Cullen)
218-568-8367
dmeixner@tds.net
OPSAHL, Denny (Upper Cullen)
651-482-1297
djopsahl@gmail.com

Officers
President: Ann Beaver
Vice President: John MacGibbon
Secretary: Carol Lindahl
Treasurer: Charlie Boudrye
Newsletter editor: Ann Beaver
CLA web site:
www.cullenlakesassoc.org
Web master: Dan Meixner

