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This month we'll have no field trips and no regular meeting. Instead, we!'ll focus all
cfforts on the 80th annual Christmas Bird Count:. Members and nonmembers alike are
urged So participate, Our chapter will sponsor two courts, the Hueco Tanks Count .on
- Sunday 23 Dec and the EI Paso Count on Saturday 29 Dec, - We hopé you'll take part in both.

The planning meeting for both counts will be Saturday 15 De¢ at 7 P.M.-at.Bob and Gretehen
Hleicheris, 2809 Hector Dr,, BPT, Ph:: 591-7261. At ihe meeting we will decide-which
Leans will.cpver-which dareas, Please be there, If you want’ to participate ina count,
but.can’d attend $hs meeting, contact one of the ‘compilers:  Bill Hoppes (533-1593 home,
oh3-3092 werk) for “the Hueco Tanks :Count ‘or John Sproul (545-5157 home, 543-6126 work)
foncths-El Paso Count. o '3 L o e .
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Liven if yru.can't be afield with us 29 Dec, you can still contribute to the El Paso
Connt by recording observations at your backysrd feeder, Feeders attract and keep
rarities. If you have a feeder in your yard and will be able to keep a tally of birds,
1f eved for a Tew minubes, please conbact John Sproul. On Gount Day, you can call in
fegder observations’to Gretchen Bleicher.(591-7261). e e

After the Hnect Tanks Count we will mest.for a Mspecies Souritdown't at Ed.and Elza Gilbos's
(1305 Oaldale; BPT, Ph: 773-1542), - Joe and Elizabeth Guirn will host a pot-luck dinner

- aftar he Bl Paso Count (Fiesta Room, Hillmark Apartments; “5000 ‘Alabama, EPT, Ph: 566-8438).
Both gatherings will begin at 5 P.M. The Ringed Turtle Dove that frequents the Gilboe's
yard has promised to put in an appearance, - ..t o =z 2 g Bl R
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Between now and the count days, the best thing you can do is get out in the field. Scout:.
2l area where you would like to work. . Take a trip to Hueco Tanks. If you spot any rare
birds in advance of the counts, let the compilers know. If you have & feeder, keep it
full and get to know the birds'that visit it, - .- e s e

U

The participation fes for each count, necessary to defray the cost of publishing results
in Amerjcan Birds, is $1,50 for all field and- feeder participants.. 3
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WHAT IS A CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT?

& popular twrn-ofsthe-century activity in rural America was a hunt on Christmas Day.

_ Commnitiss would vie with one another to see which could recard Lhe largest collective
kill of birds. In 1899, Frank M. Chapman decided to offer a nonlethal alternative: a
Christmas Day spent observing birds and recording their abundance. There were just 27
participants on the first "Christmas Census,” and 25 reports were submitted,

Last year, 1249 Christmas Bird.Counts (CBCs) attracted 31,140 participants, The traditien
of the Christmas Hunt is barely remembered, but CBCs 'are still growing. EI Paso has had

a count since at least 1940. Our.all-time highs (1977 data not available) are: 10k 8pecies
in 1976, a rlackbird-inflated 60,200 individual birds counted in 1953, and 25 participants -
in 1974 and 1975.  1In 1978 our.20 observers saw 14,423 individuals of ‘101 species. We led
the nation in Black-chinned Humm ngbirds (4) and equaled the national high for Bread-
tailed Hummingkirds (1), ' W

In 1974 we hegan a second count in the vicinity of Hueco Tanks. Iast year, the 13
¢bservers on this count tallied (unofficially) 58 species, All-time highs are: 75 species
in 1974, 3”13_individual.birQs_countgd_in 1976, and 24 participants in 1976. : ,

As the CBCs have grown, an elabsrate set. of rules has evolved. Counts can only he con-
ducted withiy a designated: count meriod (this year, 15 Dec to 1 Jan, inclusive). ' They

mist Be'mede during a single calendar day and must be greater than 8 hours duratien. A

“ount area must be within a 15-mile diameter- circle, and there can be no overlapping ef
connt-cifclés;f(Thé.éﬁhteh}bfhtheiElfPésbjbduﬁt,cifclé is the south end of Mt, Franklin;
renter for the Hueeco Tanks . Gount is:a peak in the Hueeo Mtns. 1.9 mi. south of US Hwy 62-180).
Fal L dacﬁmggt&@iop'of'rgritiesh;s strongly .encouraged, and on our counts it will be

required. T . 410 I :
411 these rules have a purpose, They increase the scientific value of the counts., The .~
UBC is the greatest cooperative ‘ornithological -exercise in North America;'_USEd.carefqujr
and conssrvativp1j3fGBC:dgpawprovide'valuable descriptions of winter abundance patterns

for North American hirds, The ideal is & complete census of all birds within a sount

circle on count day. . It.can't be -done; of. course, but we get closer to the ideal the

mere crmpetent cbservers we have in the field. CBC participants not only have an enjoy-
avle day of birding, they contribute to useful scientific endeavorg, ,

If you dontt live in the immediate El-Pasa area, yoi may wint to join a count cleser to

Fate " "Count, Kl T, Gompiler/bontaét: Phone

15 Dec »-Davis Mtns., TX . - .- . Pansy Bspy. = 915~-426-3999
15 Dee, ' = " Tas Cruces, NM- ' .  Thom Marr - 505-523-6443
[“ Dec - l2ke Balmorhea, TX . ... Francis Williams =~ 915-694=6908
18 Bec Alpine, TX Jehn Schmidt - - 915-837-2983
28 Dec. Chisos Mtns.:, TX. ... Ce:,Co Wiedenfeld- 915-653-<7918
29 Dec ' )" Rie Grande Village, TX .. *. - . nm- = - o
31 Dee Presidio, TX , Steve West ‘ 505-392-7092

1 Jan Ruidosa, TX ; 1y 9 b

The Beard of Directors of the El Paso-Trans Pecos
! Audubon Society
: wish you all a
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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Thank ygouw io:

John Sproul - for corecing o become the new Roadrunner Editor. Ao President
of zthe Chaptenr, and Editonr for over o year, and as Udce President of Zhe

&L Paso Color Canera Club, I certminly erriecicte some nelp. J hope others
ALl fAnd ¢ bik of time o help make ihe Chenter continue to Gnercite.

Reven Uon Finger - fon o xezl Pine veogrem An loveaber., The progrom: The

Ceodogy of the EL Paso Grec and Ats early fiolory, was well aiiended nd

engoyed by all. {2 appreciaie his the dnediznies and educatdon you sove ws,

S4d Sheppord, Janeit Cole, dnd Beryiie Barnhaikt - for coreeins to be on the
llominciions Coaniitee ‘o help choose a Secretanii, ( Secrelan~Treasuwrer), and
a Udice Piesident (Piesideni-Elect), io e plesenied io ithe Chapter nanbesr-—
ship at the Tanuari meeiing, ten elections [for new lear sheld tilke plece,

£ and Clza Zillboe fox vodunteering to have #he HEUCO TAILS bird couniers

over 4o their place aliten the lLind count 40 we can tally up the-count,

Joe and ELizabeih Cuinn - Lox sponcering the get-io-gotier clien ithe €L Paso
& ¥ & &= [ s v ; ‘] ¥ ¥ 2 1
birg count, ;

Follow-up on the HEUCC Tanks Sicte Faik Fiedd Tidp: 4 lovemnder 7579,

Axzendin; he held dp were: Boir Bleichex, Joe sudnn, Pewey D. Jeiniesan,

C 95 Eilen larolin cnd A.E. and Josenhine figzel. The Lodlawing birds were
’ 2 : Y (] %

seen: Rec-ioiled Hawt, Coocerhecd Shailke, Rulus-ciovined Spaiiowe, Cactus
Juen, feadowlarie, Pwerluxia, Uhite-cisibnec. S paiiows, . Comnon Flicker, iudivion's

.

Wartler Brown Towee, larsh Hawl, Chinning § poriows, fowse Finch,torned Lakls,

Scrul Jays, Curved—Lbill Thaesher, Greon Junco, Gren~headed Junco., Ldadcer-
backed lioudneckenr, Bewiclk's liren, Bluct-iiigated Sacerow, end Ribi-crownaed.
Kinglets. Uiih cood weather and grect birding - ihis was ¢ real [line iip.

Follow-un on the Lield irin'io Bosque Ded Apache, Nationcl Lildiife Reluce,
on 17=16 lovenber 7157%: : : i

et AE. and Josenhine flegel. The irip to this flationel bildlile Refuge Lo
nonally ¢ highlicht of our year's ectivity. It 4s c "Spectocular’ event.-
Jusi dnagine 25,000 Show Ceese, 12,000+ Sendiill Cranes, 7 Jhopping Crcnes,

and hundieds of variows ducks, as well as Bald Eccles, alden Ecles, etc.,
el cotheke! in dne concenircited cet. The thousands ol Hedlow-feaded cnd
Red-winged 3lackbinds fliving Prom spoi o dpoiL wae digeld pulie ¢ odignit.

Htere 42 G loting of the biids we scu: vnsaping Cicnes, Sandhill Crcnes ;.

Bald and Golden Eaples, Blue Heion, FPintale Ducks, Coois, Shovelenrs s Flickera,
A Woodsecken (moat Likels Laddenback), I wenin Dove, wiite-necied Raver,
Resinel, lecdowlaike, Brewer's Blacilird, Farsh feanie, - Ringed-illed Zulls, '
Red-winjyed cad lellyy~hecdes Staclbiide,; Cared Crele, Snow jeese, Red-iciled
Resls, Shiike,. iwllards, Glie Soase, Rudey Luck, Lecot Sendpiser, Canade
Geese, - Llue-winced and Cilanamon Teal, 5Sullle-head Duck s S enipelnciec |
Sandrinen, Swainson's Hawk, Scul Joy, and Racdiunnei. #idso Kildeer, House
Sparrowr, Rulla-crouned cnd Yhite-cio wnes Sparicos., Song S PG 58, }/-zo/'mercf ,:,%LA:?
Dark-eyed Gunco, Sal's Phesbe, flouce Fineir, Ueonex Spariows , ALcubon! s .{;::Jz,.f‘_.eza,
Starding, Robin, Sharp-siinned Hewk, and een-udnged. Te.c:,{.. Jz Wio . et
day, clecr cnd fairdy woun, ond sthe bSiading wie SUPER; wish i:ou fhad been iheield

Cndy “Pive peiple made ihis inip: Bob Bleicher, Joe Suinn, and Sid Shesnard,




OBSERVATIONS - 24 October to 23 November 1979 -

The Snowy Egret: at the Cielo Vista Golf Course has departed, after a stay of ever a
month. It was last seen 6 Nov (EG). Many of our less common migrants and winter
residents appeared in recent weeks, including: a- female Common (Yellow-shafted)
Flicker in-Arroyo Park 28 Oct (JS), a Lewis! Weoodpecker in the Cielo Vista area

10 Nov (DMcG), a Brown Thrasher in Horizon 'City 21 Nov (AG) and a Hermit Thrush in
Bast El Puso (BR). 4 - '

RIVOLL'S HUMMINGBIRD

The Rivoli's Hummingbird reporsed last month was first. seen at dusk on 22 Oct in
the Gilboe's backyard in the Cielo Vista area (E1G). Plumage features were not
clear in the failing light, but it was obviously a large hummingbird, as large as
the House Finches that frequent the yard. Fortunately, the bird stayed for 3 days,
allowing positive identification and a photograph, It was last seen at dusk on

25 Oct. (EG). B '

The plumagé of the immature male Rivoli's is supposedly intermediate between that
of the adult male and femals, This bird f£it the bill:- metallic gresen throat, no
evident violet crown, green back and tail, slight white line behind the eye, tips

of tail feathers grayish. Scme observers reported flecks of dark color en the breast,

The bird also had the slow wingbeats characteristic of Rivoli's and occasionally
would glide on set wings. From its favorite perch on an overhead wire, it frequently
flew out to capbure inseCts. It would Visit a‘feeder only every 30 minutes or so

© but would take a long drink at each visit, Mornings, it became active at sunup;

evenings, it continued feeding well after sundown (EG). .

Rivoli's Hummingbird is a rare summsp resident in the Chisos, Davis and Guadalupe
Mons, There appears to be only one previous record of the species in El Paso: a
female: seen by Ed and Geth White at Feather Lake on 2 Aug 1975, There is also. one
record for Las Cruces, NM, where a “emale and an immature male were photographed
18 Jan 197L, AH ' ' v L

— -

OBSERVERS: | Al Gavit, Ed Gilboe, Elza Gilboe (E1G), Richard McGinty, Betty Roberts
John Sproul. (Please report your observations to John Sproul, 601 -W. Yandell #25.
El Paso 79902; ph. 545-5157 home, 543-6126 work,) 5

MEMBERSHIP

3

Auduben is- escalating its campaign for new members. Now, new members .signed up
thraugh our chapter will receive a 3xl—ft wall map entitled MAudubon's America,™

The map Iists and locates all National Audubon chapters, sanctuaries, centers, camps
and regional offices. Tt also locates rational parks, natiocnal forests, and national
seashores and lakeshores, and lists the endangered and threatened species, ' If you
haven't Joined, here is a new benefit you tan now receive. If you are recruiting
gther members, here is an added inducement you can offer them. '

’ L 2 g
COMING ATTRACTIQNS ik R _ ,

. The January general meeting will feature a program by John Caraway on raptoers.
'/ Details will be in the next Roadrunner.

il




CONSERVATION e
WEAK ALASKA BILL: LETTERS NEEDED

~ The time has come again for conservationdists toistart writing Alaska letters teo
their senators. The Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources has
produced an Alaska public lands bill that is even worse than last years., The
committee bill would mandate, not merely permit as last years bill, oil explor-
ation in the calving grounds of Alaska's largest caribou herd in the existing
Arctic National Wildlife Range. The bill would also leave half of Admiralty
Island National Monument open to clear cutting, against recommendations of both
the Forest Service and the residents of the island, Mining would be permitted
in the Gates of the Arcilic and Wrangell-St. Elias National Monuments. Wrangell-
S5t. Elias would also be open to trophy hunting of Dall sheep, The bill would
cut 4O million acres of wildlife refuges that are included in the bill the House
passed in May. The bill guarantees a specified number of board feet of timber
per year from the Tongass National Forest. There is no word yet when the bill
will reach the floor, but letters are needed to Senators Bentsen and Tower,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510, urging them to support the Tsongas-Roth
Substitute (S. Amendment #626), which is based on Lhe House-passed Udall- -
Anderson bill, and oppeose the Senate Energy Committee bill,

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT REAUTHORIZED

The Fndangered Species Act received its share of blows this year but is still
standing. The Senate voted in June to extend it for 3 years. The House was
not so accomodating, Talk of severe weakening amendments was in the wind much
of the year, the threat not dissipating until late October when President
Carter agreed to exempt. the Tellico Dam project from provisions of the Act,

The exemption set a bad precedent, but in exchange .House foes of the Act agreed
to eall off the dogs. The House voted a 3-year extension on 24 Oct. -It also
approved several amendments, including one shifting the Endangered Species
Scientific Authority, previously independent., into the Interior Department.
Conservationists are divided on the wisdom of this move., :

J . i
The joint bill to reconcilé the House bill with the Senate version will occur
in early December, and ne significant changes are expedted. It appears the
Act has new life. The challange now is to prove that it does work, that when
endangered species are considered early in project planning, irresolvable
conflicts can be avoided. :

ROADRUNNER DEADIINE

Remémber, we welceme contributions to the ROADRUNNER from interested members.
Deadline for the next issue is 27 Dec. - Ty o
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