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MID-LENTEN REFLECTIONS

While we still have several more weeks of Lent before us I want to look ahead to the last seven days of
this season that we call Holy Week. From a religious standpoint, these days are the most important of
the year even more profound than Christmas!
Believe it or not, Christians did not focus on this week until the middle of the fourth century after the
emperor Constantine built shrines around Jerusalem and encouraged people to go there. Once the pilgrims
started going to Jerusalem around Easter the bishop began leading the faithful to the various holy sites
connected with the last days of Jesus’ life and death. Much of what we know about these early rituals
comes from the diary of a Spanish nun who went on such a pilgrimage.
Over the centuries these practices changed and developed taking on various forms. The Episcopal Church attempted to
recover some of the earlier traditions and wrote these liturgies into the 1979 Book of Common Prayer. Many parishes use
all of these services while some congregation’s do not. We at St. John’s will be celebrating some of these Holy Week
services, so I would like to take a moment and describe each of them now.
Palm Sunday is really a combination of two separate services that were celebrated on two different days. The Liturgy
of the Palms reflects the triumphal entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem when people were honoring him as the Messiah, a
great king like David. This is a joyful and spirited part of the liturgy, but the mood changes drastically after the second
reading. Here there is a dramatic shift as the Passion Gospel is read for now we hear about the arrest, trial, torture and execution of Jesus.
Tenebrae is the Latin word for darkness or shadows and has for centuries been applied to the ancient monastic night
and early morning services. There is no Eucharist but rather a series of readings, psalms and sung responses in a darkened
church lit by candlelight. We will not be offering a Tenebrae service at St. John’s.
Maundy Thursday comes from the Latin “mandatum” which refers to the new commandment. This liturgy celebrates
the events of the Last Supper, the foot washing and the institution of communion. Following this service the altar is
stripped and people are invited to spend time keeping a silent vigil in the church that reminds us of Jesus’ last night with
his disciples keeping watch and praying. There is a sign-up sheet in the social hall with times on it. Please feel free to stay
for any length of time that is comfortable for you. The vigil will end at 1 am Friday morning and there is no limit to how
many people may be present at any given period.
Easter Vigil is the first celebration of Easter and is among the most ancient liturgies we have. Originally it would have
started at sunset and lasted all night until daybreak. This is the
traditional time for baptisms and the welcoming of new memMARCH EVENTS CALENDAR
bers into the faith community. We will not hold this service at
St. John’s. If you wish to attend the Easter Vigil, you may go March 9, 16, 23 & 30 (no class on Wed., March 2)
Senior Excercise Class 9 am
to St. Paul’s Episcopal Cathedral at 8:00 pm – 4800 Woodward
Ave., Detroit, MI 48201.
Breakfast 9:30 am
Easter is the oldest celebration of the Christian year! Con- March 6
Daughters of the King 12 pm
trary to popular belief, Easter is not a single day, but rather an
entire season that runs 50 days until the day of Pentecost. The
Casino Trip. Leave St. John’s 11 am
primary theme of Easter is the resurrection of Jesus from the March 19
Return at 6 pm
dead when he overcame the power of death and the grave. We
too, are raised to everlasting life with him in our baptism.
Vestry Meeting 12 pm
Easter Sunday worship times that will be announced in the next March 13
few weeks.
March 20
Breakfast 9:30 am
Blessings,
Fr. Steve
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Holy Week Services

Maundy Thursday – Foot washing service with communion at 7:30
pm. A prayer vigil will follow this until 1:00 am. Please sign up for a
block of time on the sheet located in the social hall. There is no limit
on the number of people who may be present at any given time.

Good Friday – Traditional Prayer Book service at noon and Stations
of the Cross at 7:30 pm. There is no communion on this day.

Easter Vigil – Will be celebrated at 8:00 pm at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Cathedral downtown Detroit.

Easter Sunday Liturgies – Times to be determined; please check our
website or our Facebook page.
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Easter
Flowers

Lilies, daffodils and tulips may be ordered
now through Sunday, March 20. Minimum
donation for each potted plant ordered is
$10. Please use the flower envelopes to
write your flower selection(s) and include
your loved ones name(s) to
be honored. Please place the
envelope in the offering
plate or drop it off at the
church office.

Volunteers Needed For Pilot Immunization Program

A team of volunteers is needed to represent the Episcopal Diocese of Michigan with a new pediatric immunization program
in the City of Detroit. The mission will be to address the health care needs of the uninsured, underinsured and disadvantaged residents of the Detroit metropolitan area. The diocese is working with the Interfaith Health and Hope Coalition
(IHHC), an ecumenical, faith-based organization established in 2007. IHHC is partnering with the Henry Ford Health
System and other organizations in a pediatric immunization program.
The goal is to complete the immunization regimen for 2,700 children under the age of three, during a two-year period
(2016-2017). The role of a volunteer would be to serve in helping to advocate, inform the community and make appropriate
referrals to nearby clinics where vaccinations can be conducted. A volunteer may also work to secure venues for educational programs. If this is an area of concern and passion for you, and you are interested in learning more about how
to help with this project, contact Canon Jo Ann Hardy, diocesan administrator, at jhardy@edomi.org for further details.

St. John’s February Fellowship & Fundraiser Outing

On Sunday, February 21 we went on an outing to the newly released movie, Risen, at MJR Theatres. It is the story of the Resurrection as seen through the eyes of a non-believer. Most of
our parishoners seemed to enjoy the movie and found it very
inspirational. If you get a chance to see it soon, Fr. Steve highly
recommends it!

But our fellowship outing didn’t end there...see below!!

Dining for Dollar$
AT
After the movie, approximately 30 St. John’s parishoners and friends gathered at Alexander the Great restaurant in Westland for a dining fundraiser. Gracious owners Tom and Paulina Tomich agreed to donate back 15% of the receipts from
St. John’s diners who brought in an event flyer. With $885.20 in sales, our donation back to St. John’s came to $137.78.
However, they generously offered to round the donation up to $175 for St. John’s!! Not bad for just going out for fellowship and having a nice dinner!
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We are featuring this monthly article that will highlight a St. John’s
parishioner sharing an experience of a miracle in her/his life. We as
Christians believe that God is active in the world and through our lens
of faith we see miracles happen all the time. Please consider sharing
one of your miracle stories with us! It may be a simple, ordinary event
or something more involved, but it is meant to encourage all of us.

This month’s Miracle Story, “Leave the Driving to Me” is submitted by Gail McDonald

My husband Bill loved to drive. Very often when I was too nervous to face the
icy, snowy roads of winter he gladly drove me to work. During our retirement
he drove us to fun adventures in Florida and “up north” Michigan. Then in
June of 2010, Bill was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. On November 7 he
felt terribly ill and was taken by ambulance to Beaumont Hospital in Royal
Oak, where he underwent emergency surgery for a ruptured ulcer. Bill’s condition declined and he was confined to the hospital. Every morning I grabbed
my backpack and prayed for the ability to drive safely the 50-mile round-trip
from Westland to Beaumont. I paid a lot of attention to weather reports that
November and prayed for roads clear of snow and ice. My backpack held a
change of clothes and personal items to allow me an overnight stay at Beaumont in case of an unexpected snowfall. Bill’s health deteriorated and he died November 30. The miracle? It
never snowed a single day between November 7 and the 30th. Every morning I navigated clear, safe roads. I was
able to visit my husband and help with his comfort and care as much as possible. “…in sickness and in health…as
long as you both shall live.” v
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St. John’S EpiScopal church
invites you to our 2016

Bazaar
Featuring

Arts a Crafts a
Baked Goods a Cottage Foods
Lunch Available!

Saturday, April 2, 2016
10 am - 3 pm
St. John’S EpiScopal church
555 S. Wayne Rd., Westland, MI 48186
For more info call (734) 721-5023
Or email stjohnschurchwestland@gmail.com
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Birthday Parties for Homeless Children
On Saturday, February 6, St. John's Outreach Ministry held a
birthday party for the children staying at the Wayne County Family Shelter (on Michigan Ave). We take gifts and cake, cupcakes,
ice cream and punch (in the Summer we make root beer floats).
On February 6 we had 5 boys having birthdays during the
month. We had 30 children and 10 moms that came to the party.
Suzy Parker has stepped to organize and make these parties
happen and brighten the lives of these children who are living
day by day with an uncertain future. If you would like to help out
with your time or donations, please contact Suzy or the Outreach
Committee.

St. John’s Episcopal Church
555 S. Wayne Rd., Westland, MI 48186

Oﬃce: (734) 721-5023
parish oﬃce hours: Mon-Fri. 11 am-3pm
www.stjohnswestland.com
stjohnschurchwestland@gmail.com
We’re on Facebook:
St. John's Episcopal church - Westland Mi

Worship Opportunities
All are Welcome

Sunday Services
8:30 am

10:30 am

Holy Eucharist
Worship through the spoken word

Holy Eucharist
Service with music and choir
Coffee Hour follows the 10:30 am service.

Weekday Worship - 1st & 3rd Tuesdays

11:30 am
12 noon

Rosary
Holy Eucharist

2nd & 4th Tuesdays

10:30 am
Holy Eucharist
(at Hope Health Care Center on Cherry Hill)

Weekday Worship - Wednesdays
10:00 am
11:30 am

Bible Study (note new time!)
Holy Eucharist with healing

Wednesday Evening Worship
6:30 pm
Bible Study

OPEN MAR. 10
10am-Noon
Please support our Food Pantry.
Donations sought by the first
Sunday of the month but accepted anytime! Please leave
your donations in the Choir
room.
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