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Bulletin #8

u òBy changing their attitudes and behaviors about what constitutes a 
green lawn, it may be possible to achieve major runoff and nutrient 
reductions to the Chesapeake Bay.ó

òDespite the large size of the turf 
sector in the Bay watershed, it 
only receives a small fraction of 
the resources, funding and 
technical assistance devoted to 
managing other nutrient sources, 
such as agriculture, wastewater, 
and forestry. 

Å 6.1 million òturf grass 
farmersó in the watershed

Å $600 million expended for 
fertilizers and chemicals 



www.extension.umn.ed

u

Virginiaõs Chesapeake Bay WIP: òTHE GAPó

How to engage residential property owners?

Å Partner with SWCDs and DCR to reduce residential fertilizer use 

ÅRain gardens, cisterns, downspout disconnection é demonstrate effectiveness to 

the public & homeowners

Å Implement urban forest buffers

Å Consider developing a cost-share program to encourage private property owners



VCAP ð2012 the beginningé

Four SWCDs (Culpeper, Thomas Jefferson, Hanover -Caroline, and Piedmont) 

collaborated to :

1. Provide a òprogrammatic templateó to address the ògapó noted 

in Virginiaõs WIP.

2. Develop a pilot project to òtestó this program as it is being 

developed.

3. Investigate potential funding options to make this a sustainable 

program.

4. Pilot grant funds totaling $140,000


