’18 – ’19 Confirmation Dates:
Confirmation Class Dates:
September:
12 : 6:00 pm – 7:00 pm
16th: 3:00 pm - 4:30 pm
23rd: 3:00 pm – 4:30 pm
th

October:
14 : 3:00 pm – 4:30 pm
28th: 3:00 pm – 4:30 pm
November:
th
11 : 3:00 pm – 4:30 pm
25th: 3:00 pm – 4:30 pm
th

December:
9 : 3:00 pm – 4:30 pm

January:
6 : 3:00 pm – 4:30 pm
20th: 3:00 pm – 4:30 pm
th

February:
3 : 3:00 pm – 4:30 pm
17th: 3:00 pm – 4:30 pm
rd

March:
3 : 3:00 pm – 4:30 pm
17th: 3:00 pm – 4:30 pm
rd

th

Diocese of Kalamazoo Topic Nights:
(DOK Topic Nights)
October:
17 : 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm
th

November:
14 : 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm
28th: 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm
th

December:
12 : 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm
th

Paperwork Due Dates:
Enrollment Form: Sept. 12th
Saint Report #1: Sept. 23rd
Saint Report #2: Oct. 28th
Saint Report #3: Nov. 25th

* Only For Second Year Students

Confirmation Covenant: Sept. 16th
*Saint Declaration Form: Feb. 3rd
*Sponsorship Forms: Nov 25th
*Works of Mercy Project: Feb 3rd
*Letter to the Bishop: Feb 17th

Confirmation Covenant
I, ____________________ desire to enter into preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation. I
understand there are certain requirements of me as I prepare for the reception of this sacrament. During
my formation I will be open to learning more about my faith, deepening my prayer life, and trying to know
Jesus better during this time. I am committing to opening myself to God, allowing him to move in my life,
so I may freely choose to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation at the appropriate time.
I know and understand that part of the preparation, I will need to make certain commitments that include
the following:
Attendance of Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation
Attendance at the Religious Education Classes or School Theology Classes
Attendance at the Confirmation Specific Sessions and Events
Commitment to develop or establish a life of prayer
Commitment to a life of service to God and others
Attendance of the Confirmation Retreats
Completion of the Works of Mercy Project
A Study of Multiple Saints
X______________________________________________

Date: ___________________

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
As _______________________’s Parent/Guardian/Sponsor I understand that I am a commitment to
prepare my child/candidate for the Sacrament of Confirmation. I am committed to deepening my own
prayer life, continuing to be formed in the faith, and sharing my faith with my child/candidate. I am
committed to help my child/candidate discern their call to the Sacrament of Confirmation at the
appropriate time, and will encourage their openness to the faith and sacrament until that time.
I understand that as part of supporting my child/candidate for the sacrament I need to make certain
commitments that include the following:
Attendance of Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation
Attendance at all the Parent and Sponsor meetings and sessions and events for parents
Commitment to deepening or establishing a life of prayer
Commitment to pray with my child/candidate and to share my faith with them
Commitment to being a good role model of faith for my child/ candidate
X_______________________________________________ Date:___________________
Relationship to the Confirmation Candidate: ___________________________________________
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
St. Joseph and SS. John and Bernard Parishes promises to provide catechesis and evangelization
opportunities for all confirmation students, parents, and sponsors. The parishes will provide all dates in
advance for all required events. The parishes promise to assist with discussion, retreat opportunities,
service opportunities, and prayer experiences for those preparing.
X____________________________________________

Date:_______________________

CONFIRMATION 2018
Enrollment Form
_____________________
Child’s Last Name

_____________________

_________________

Child’s First Name

Child’s Middle Name

_______________________________________________________________
Mailing Address – Street, Apartment or Lot Number

_______________________________________________________________
Mailing Address - City, State, Zip Code

_______________________________________________________________
Home Phone

Cell Phone-Mother

Cell Phone-Father

_______________________________________________________________
Email address

______________________________
Date of Birth

_______________________________

City & State of Birth

_______________________________________________________________
Father’s Full Name (Birth Father or Legally Adoptive Father)

_______________________________________________________________
Mother’s Full Name (Birth Mother or Legally Adoptive Mother)

INCLUDE MAIDEN NAME

BAPTISMAL INFORMATION:
________________________
Date of Baptism

________________________________
Name of Church of Baptism

___________________________________________________________________________
Address of Church of Baptism – Street
___________________________________________________________________________
Address of Church of Baptism – City, State, Zip Code
Please attach a photocopy of your child’s baptismal certificate if he/she was not baptized at our Parishes
of St. Joseph or SS. John & Bernard. If you do not have a copy of the certificate, please contact the
church of baptism and request one. Thank you!

2017-2018 Grade: ___________________________
Registered Member of SS. John & Bernard Parish?
Registered Member of St. Joseph Parish?

YES____ NO _____
YES____ NO _____

My child is participating in religious education at:
Middle School Religious Education Confirmation Level 1 Class or 2 Level Class (circle one level)
Enrolled Full-Time at Lake Michigan Catholic Middle/High School

Confirmation Information
Come Holy Spirit!
Hello,
My name is Chad Roden and I am excited to begin this journey toward the Sacrament of
Confirmation with your student and your family. I am, in addition to being the head of the
Confirmation program, the Coordinator of Youth Ministry for the parish. This year we will have
many great programs and projects ready for your family. In this packet you will find all the
information pertaining to your child’s sacramental prep and the commitments needed from you,
your child, and their sponsor. I will briefly explain the program, introduce the key players in this
process, and finally lay out and explain the diocesan standards for reception of the Sacrament of
Confirmation. I hope that this process is exciting and fruitful for all involved.

Peace and All Good in Christ,
Chad Roden
Coordinator of Youth Ministry
Coordinator of Confirmation Preparation
St. Joseph and SS. John and Bernard Parishes

A Simple Prayer for this Beginning:
Lord God,
You who are above all, draw near to us now.
Come fill our hearts with your Spirit,
given to us in Baptism and strengthened in the Sacrament of Confirmation.
Help us to be open to your promptings and movements.
Bless our time together and bless this journey
as we seek to grow evermore in your Love.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ your Son.

Amen.

What is The Sacrament Confirmation:
The Sacrament of Confirmation is one of the seven sacraments of the church. (Baptism,
Confirmation, Eucharist, Confession, Anointing of the Sick, Marriage, and Holy Orders). It is one of
the three sacraments of initiation. (Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist). A sacrament is an
effective outward sign, instituted by Christ, to impart grace. In Confirmation the candidate (student)
affirms their identity as a child of God. Confirmation also helps unite them more firmly with Christ.
It strengthens the bond of the candidate with the Church. It seals in the candidate and strengthens
the gifts of the Holy Spirit given to them at baptism. Finally reception of the Sacrament of
Confirmation strengthens the candidate to spread and defend the faith by words and actions, to be
fearless witnesses to Christ and the power of the cross.

“Chosen”
In preparing your child to receive the sacrament of Confirmation, our parishes use a
program called “Chosen”. Chosen is published by Ascension Press and has received the official
approval of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) for use in parishes in all the
diocese of the US. Chosen uses a combination of videos and textbook work to impart the necessary
information. This year all the text books will be lent to the students. They will be expected to return
them in good condition at the end of the Confirmation Preparation process. For more information
please go to : https://ascensionpress.com/shop/t/category/study-programs/chosen/confirmationpreparation.

Parents
Parents, you play a vital role in the preparation of your child for the reception of the
Sacrament of Confirmation. As the Catechism says, “Thus the home is the first school of Christian
life and a ‘school for human enrichment’. Here one learns endurance and the joy of work, fraternal
love, generous – even repeated – forgiveness, and above all divine worship and prayer and the
offering of one’s life”. (CCC 1657). In short, your kids learn from you! I would like to remind you of
that because it is by watching you live your faith that your child will learn to love God and their
neighbor. It is by seeing you pray, they will learn to pray. It is by seeing you be at the service of those
in need, that they will learn to serve. The Confirmation prep is the same. They can come to all the
classes, go to all the events and youth groups, they can attend all the retreats, but if you aren’t
supporting and nurturing their faith life, it will not grow. I know that this task may seem daunting, as
each of us comes from a different and unique life and lived experience of God, the church, and our
faith. If your student has any questions about the faith that you are unsure of, please feel free to
contact myself or one of the priests. We are always happy to journey with you as seek to know him
who has loved you first.

Sponsors
Sponsors are a person of the candidate’s choosing that acts as a living witness to the faith in
Jesus Christ and his Church. It is a great honor and responsibility. The sponsor is called by the
Church to take an active role in the candidate’s life and especially in the preparation for the
Sacrament of Confirmation. This is why we ask sponsors to attend the DOK Topic Nights along

with parents and the students. They are called to be above all else a Christian witness, friend, prayer
warrior, and an ally to the candidate for the rest of their life. If this job seems daunting or even
overwhelming, please know that the church is here to help assist you take on this role. In choosing a
sponsor the candidate must choose someone who fits the following requirements set by the Church.
Sponsors must:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Not be the parents of the Candidate
If married, they must be married in accord with the laws and teachings of the Catholic Faith
They must be at least sixteen years of age
They must have received the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Eucharist from
the Catholic Church
They must regularly attend mass on Sundays and all prescribed Holy Days of Obligation
They must regularly participate in the other sacraments of the Church.
They must currently be a member of a parish and be in good standing with the Church

Net Team 14
This year in addition to the Catchiest (Teacher) for each class and regular helpers, we will
have NET Team 14. The NET team is a group of young Catholic men and women from around the
country that have given up a year of their lives to meet teens where they are and invite them into
deeper relationships with Jesus Christ. While the team will not be at every Confirmation prep
meeting, they will have a regular prescience at the Confirmation, Youth Group, and other parish
events. For more information please feel free to email me at 4churchesym@gmail.com.

Diocesan Requirements
Below are a list of the Diocesan Requirements and a brief explanation of how we plan to fulfill each
of the them for your student.
•

•

Preparation must take place for two years prior to the reception of the Sacrament of
Confirmation.
o We begin Sacramental Prep in 7th grade for Confirmation Celebrations in the 8th
grade year. The exact date is set by the parish and then confirmed by the bishop.
The Candidate should be validly baptized.
o Each candidate needs to submit a request to their parish to have them check the
baptismal record for their parish. If your child was not baptized at St. Joseph or SS
John and Bernard Parish, you will need to contact the church where your child was
baptized and request a notification of baptism to be sent to your current parish.
After the notification is received and recorded, the notification is destroyed. We do
not have records of such previous baptismal notifications if they were requested for
the celebration of first communion or other sacraments. After the celebration of the
Sacrament, a notification of your child’s reception of the Sacrament of Confirmation
will be sent to their Church of baptism.

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

Candidates and their families must attend mass on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation.
o The Eucharist, is the source and summit of our Christian lives. The church teaches
us that the Eucharist is both spiritual and physical food for our lives. It allows us to
deepen our relationship with God and Neighbor and allow us to receive enumerable
graces from our Heavenly Father. It is important to note that the preparation
documents state, “Confirmation may be delayed if a candidate persists in not
attending Mass.” Please make sure that you are take this commitment to heart.
Interviews must be conducted with each student
o This will consist of two interviews. The first at the entrance of your student to the
program. This will be less formal. The second will be the exit interview. In this
interview the candidates will meet with a priest to discuss what they have learned,
how their prayer lives have developed, and other spiritual activities engaged in their
time in the Sacramental Preparation Programs.
A Minimum of three saints must be studied for each year of formation.
o This mean that over the two years your child will be asked to prepare six short
reports on six different saints
Service Hours must be recorded.
o The requirement for the service hours is that they be related to the Works of Mercy
(Spiritual or Corporal) . This goes hand in hand with the Works of Mercy Project.
The Works of Mercy Project must be competed in full
o The Works of Mercy Project is one that all parishes are asked to complete by the
bishop. The project includes the students engaging in and practicing the Spiritual and
Corporal Works of Mercy. A brief reflection and explanation of how the work was
carried out is required. Details of this project can be found in the packet that will be
provided to each student.
A sponsor should be chosen, and should take an active role in the preparation of the student
o Please see the “Sponsor” section for more information.
The Parish must offer eight mandatory sessions for parents, sponsors, and students in a
minimum of eight sessions.
o The eight sessions will be spread out over the two years of sacramental preparation.
The topics to be covered in these sessions are : Kerygma, Baptismal Promises, The
Gifts and Fruits of the Holy Spirit, A Life of Prayer, Apostolic Mission, Martyrdom,
Evangelization, and Life in the Spirit. The diocese also stipulates, that if you are not
able to attend these meetings the material must be provided for the students, family,
and sponsors to “make up”. I will offer this in the form of a packet of reading,
research, and finally short answer question. These will be used to show if the material
was conveyed in a full and appropriate way. These packets will be available the
Friday after the session is offered, please email Chad at 4churchesym@gmail.com to
receive one.

•

•

•

Candidates should attend a retreat once in both years of formation
o We will be hosting retreats in the second half of the year. One for second year
students and one for the first year students. They will vary in length based depending
on the years of participation in the program. Details will be announced later in the
year.
The sacrament of Confession should be offered to the students before the reception of the
sacrament.
o We will be offering Confession to the student on their Confirmation Retreats. This
will be in addition to the regular confession schedules of your parish. For more
information please contact your parish office, myself, one of the NET Team
members, or the Youth Ministry Volunteers.
A formal letter must be sent to the bishop.
o This letter must contain certain information that will be provided to you during your
Second year. The letters will be hand written and will go directly to the bishop. I can
attest that he does read each letter presented to him. So please make sure to prepare
the letter accordingly.

Questions ?
If you, your student, or child’s sponsor have any questions, please feel to reach out to me by the
following information:
Chad Roden:
Email: 4churchesym@gmail.com
Phone 269-983-1575
Fax: 269-983-7798
Office: 220 Church Street, St. Joseph MI 49085
Office Hours: Wednesdays from 9:00 am – 4:30 pm
*The quickest way to reach me is by email*
You can also email the Religious Education Office at religiousedoffice@att.net

Stay Up To Date With Events and Cancellations
Facebook: www.facebook.com/4churchesym
Instagram: 4churchesym

Confirmation Saint Report Requirements
A total of 3 Saint Reports are due during each year’s sacramental preparation classes.
Reports Should Be:
• Typed
• 12 or 10pt Font
• The Font that may be used are: Garamond, Times New Roman, or Constantia
• Double Spaced
• At least one and a half pages long.
• Should Include a header in the top left corner.
o Headers should include the students name, parish, and grade.
• Started with a Title
• A template can be emailed to you, by request only
o Please email: 4churchesym@gmail.com

The Report should include:
• The Name of the Saint
o This can also simply be the title
• The saint’s feast day and patronage
• The Saints Birthday and Deathday (including the year)
• At least three facts about the saint that you learned
• What you like most about this saint.
• How this saint is an example of the life of Christ
• Why you chose to research this saint.

Sacramental Sponsorship Certificate 2018
In accepting this responsibility, I ___________________________________________________
truthfully state the following:
(Sponsor please print your full legal name)
•

I am not the parent of the parishioner to be Confirmed.

•

If married, I was married according to the laws of the Catholic Church regarding marriage.

•

I am at least 16 years of age.

•

I have received the Sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation in the Catholic Church.

•

I attend Mass regularly on Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation and receive the Sacraments
of the Church regularly.

•

I am a member of ____________________________________________________ Parish
located at ____________________________________________________________.
(address)

•

I understand and accept the responsibilities, which I undertake as a sponsor and I promise
to pay special attention to
________________________________________________________
(Please print name of parishioner to be Confirmed )

in his/her efforts to live a Catholic life that reflects the spirit and teaching of the Catholic
Church, and I am prepared to assist his/her parents in their Christian duty by my support,
encouragement, and prayer.
_____________________________________________________
(Signature of sponsor)

My relationship to the parishioner being Confirmed is _______________________________
(example: Godparent, Grandparent, Uncle, Aunt, Cousin, Sibling, Family Friend, etc.)
❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖

I certify that to the best of my knowledge, this person is eligible to assume the duties and
responsibilities of the role of sponsor.
_____________________

_________________________________________________

(Date)

(Signature of Pastor)*

Name and Address of Parish:
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
*Pastor’s signature is not necessary if sponsor belongs to
St. Joseph Parish or SS. John & Bernard Parish.

Church Seal

