
Skagit County Fire District 9

16818 W. Big Lake Blvd

Mount Vernon, WA 98274

Meeting Minutes

May 6th, 2019
The regular business meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioner’ of Skagit County Fire District #9 was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Commissioner Harmon.  The next business meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 4th at 6:00 p.m.  The meeting minutes of April 8th, 2019 were approved as written.  Present were Commissioner Harmon, Commissioner Gubrud, Commissioner Thomson, Chief Berg and Secretary Berg.  Firefighters Phill Zimmerman and Jeff Olson as well as community member Andrea Xaver were also present.     
Correspondence: None
Old Business:  

Generator – Commissioner Gubrud has been talking to the person who is willing to donate the monies for the generator.  The person is not quite ready yet.  

5 Member Board – The extra cost to add two additional commissioners would be approx. $5,000 a year.  In light of those circumstances, the board will not be taking any further action on this at this time. 

DNR Contract – The DNR sent the contract for the helicopter crew to stay at our station this summer.  There will be an addendum to the contract that will include the items that they can and cannot do.   Commissioner Thomson made a motion to allow Chief Berg to sign the agreement.  Commissioner Gubrud seconded.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Call Report – Secretary Berg gave an update on the call volume for 2019.  We are at 93 calls for the year.
New Business:
Levy Lid – Commissioner Harmon, Chief Berg and Secretary Berg met with Chief Ralston from the South Whatcom Fire Authority to discuss lifting our levy lid.   The commissioners will be going to the firefighter’s association meeting next week to discuss a lid lift with the firefighters.  The commissioners had a discussion on what they should present to the firefighters next week and how to present it.  (Projected calculations at different rates and capital needs).  The commissioners decided that they will be going for a $1.10 levy rate.  The commissioners decided to hold a community meeting on May 29th at 6:00 p.m. to discuss a levy rate increase.  
Chief’s Report: 

· The commissioners walked out to the training slab and looked at the progress.

· There was a wildland fire last week on the boulevard.

· Brush Truck – Chief Berg is looking into ways to contact the DNR about getting a brush truck.

· Old Station – Chief Berg needs to buy curtains and an AC unit for the old station. The commissioners agreed that it needs to happen before the helicopter crew gets here.  Some of the wood is rotting out on the east side of the building.
· Training Officer – Chief Berg would like to appoint Lieutenant Jeff Olson to be the interim training officer until September 1st (until we know what is going to happen with Adam Englund) for $150 a month.   Commissioner Gubrud made a motion to appoint Jeff Olson for $150 a month.  Commissioner Thomson seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  
· Air Packs – They were delivered to District 13 today.

· Fireworks – Adam Englund leaving has left a hole with the fireworks.  Chief Berg will try to delegate some of the items to other firefighters.
· Air Refill Station – Commissioner Gubrud made a motion to have Chief Berg fix the air refill station so that it can fill the new SCBA bottles.  Commissioner Thomson seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
Public Comments:  Andrea Xaver said thank you for the thank you.  
Executive Session:  N/A
Commissioner Gubrud made a motion to approve payroll check #’s 2640-2647 and EFTPS in the amount of $4,122.57 and accounts payable check #s 2648-2670 in the amount of $20,397.05. Commissioner Thomson seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:03 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

____________________




___________________________

Tracy Berg, Secretary




Steve Harmon, Commissioner Chair


