Our Savior Lutheran Church July 23rd, 2017
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

OUR WORSHIP TODAY
GATHERING AND MEDITATION TIME

Pre-Service Music, Welcome, and Announcements

CONFESSIONAL PRAYER

In this Pentecost Season, we confess to You, O Lord - our division, for we are not
gathered together as Your people in one place; our fear of the rush of your Spirit in
our lives and what it might call us to do or to be; our desire for a monolingual
society, even when you allowed the early church to transcend all language, not
favoring one over another; our actions that can be like the crowds that taunt and
torment, mocking those who are filled with your Spirit that burns like fire and
rushes like wind. For the times we have done this, we know we need to offer our
confession to Almighty God:

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by the
things we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy nhame. Amen

ABSOLUTION

Pastor: In this Pentecost season, Lord - help us to let down our barriers to your
Spirit; guide us over to live lives filled with joy, abandon, and faithfulness; and
create in us new hearts to be new people who worship only You. As a result of the
love of God, the work of Jesus, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, | forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Go and sin
no more, that the rest of your life might be pure and holy and modeled after our
Lord Jesus in all we say and all we do, we pray and celebrate this Easter joy in His
Holy Name, Amen.

HYMN 10 O Worship the King (1, 4)

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY (Unison): Faithful God, most merciful judge,
you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By your
Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in
the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

Allelvia. My word shall accomplish that which | purpose, and
succeed in the thing for which | sent it. Alleluia.
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SPECIAL MUSIC: “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” Dean Carson

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 44:6-8 New Living Translation (NLT)

This is what the LORD says—Israel’s King and Redeemer, the LORD of Heaven’s
Armies:

“I am the First and the Last; there is no other God. Who is like me? Let him step
forward and prove to you his power. Let him do as I have done since ancient
times when I established a people and explained its future. Do not tremble; do not
be afraid. Did I not proclaim my purposes for you long ago? You are my
witnesses—is there any other God? No! There is no other Rock—not one!”

THE SECOND LESSON: Romans 8:12-25 New Living Translation (NLT)

Therefore, dear brothers and sisters, you have no obligation to do what your sinful
nature urges you to do. For if you live by its dictates, you will die. But if through
the power of the Spirit you put to death the deeds of your sinful nature, you will
live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.

So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves. Instead, you
received God’s Spirit when he adopted you as his own children. Now we call him,
“Abba, Father.” For his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s
children. And since we are his children, we are his heirs. In fact, together with
Christ we are heirs of God’s glory. But if we are to share his glory, we must also
share his suffering.

Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he will reveal to us
later. For all creation is waiting eagerly for that future day when God will reveal
who his children really are. Against its will, all creation was subjected to God’s
curse. But with eager hope, the creation looks forward to the day when it will join
God’s children in glorious freedom from death and decay. For we know that all
creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present
time. And we believers also groan, even though we have the Holy Spirit within us
as a foretaste of future glory, for we long for our bodies to be released from sin and
suffering. We, too, wait with eager hope for the day when God will give us our full
rights as his adopted children, including the new bodies he has promised us. We
were given this hope when we were saved. (If we already have something, we
don’t need to hope for it. But if we look forward to something we don’t yet have,
we must wait patiently and confidently.)

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 New Living Translation (NLT)
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Here is another story Jesus told: “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a farmer who
planted good seed in his field. But that night as the workers slept, his enemy came
and planted weeds among the wheat, then slipped away. When the crop began to
grow and produce grain, the weeds also grew.

“The farmer’s workers went to him and said, ‘Sir, the field where you planted that
good seed is full of weeds! Where did they come from?’

“‘An enemy has done this!” the farmer exclaimed.
“‘Should we pull out the weeds?’ they asked.

“‘No,” he replied, ‘you’ll uproot the wheat if you do. Let both grow together until
the harvest. Then I will tell the harvesters to sort out the weeds, tie them into
bundles, and burn them, and to put the wheat in the barn.””

Then, leaving the crowds outside, Jesus went into the house. His disciples said,
“Please explain to us the story of the weeds in the field.”

Jesus replied, “The Son of Man is the farmer who plants the good seed. The field
1s the world, and the good seed represents the people of the Kingdom. The weeds
are the people who belong to the evil one. The enemy who planted the weeds
among the wheat is the devil. The harvest is the end of the world, and the
harvesters are the angels.

“Just as the weeds are sorted out and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of
the world. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will remove from his
Kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. And the angels will throw
them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in their Father’s Kingdom.
Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand!

The Gospel of our Lord.

PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST.

SERMON  '"Before the Beginning, After the End" Pastor Larry Yerger
SERMON HYMN: 27 How Great Thou Art (1, 2, 4)

OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH: The Apostles Creed (C)

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day He rose again. He
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ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE OFFERING:
After the consecration of the Offering, we will sing the Doxology.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, Praise him, all creatures here

below, Praise him above, Ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
-PRAYERS OF PRAISE, WORDS OF INSTITUTION, THE LORD’S PRAYER

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE
THE DISTRIBUTION

THE COMMUNION BLESSING

HYMN 28 O God Our Help in Ages Past (1, 2, 6)
THE BENEDICTION & THE DISMISSAL

P. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C. Thanks be to God

+ + + + + + + + + 4+ 4+ o+ o+ o+ o+ o+ o+

WELCOME TO OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN! Thank you for joining us as we worship
our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! We are happy you are here! As a kindness to
one another, please place your cell phones on muted for the time we are together in
worship. If you are a visitor, let us know you are here!

SUMMER NEWSLETTER COMING SOON! If you have items you’d like included in the
next newsletter, by all means please forward them to Jeanne Keyser, who is our
newsletter editor. We are thinking it would be published later in July but now would be a
good time to get those articles started!

PASTOR STEVE DYGERT: Will be joining our Congregation on August 20",
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PASTOR LARRY YERGER: Will be preaching for the next two weeks (July 30",
August 6™). Let's make sure that Pr Larry and his charming wife, Andrea, feel the
love at Our Savior.

PASTOR TONY ALONZO: Will be preaching on August 13™.

IN OUR PRAYERS: Please use a prayer request card if you have a specific prayer
request this morning. It is our joy and our privilege to share in these petitions to
Almighty God. If you have them ready before the service, hand them to Pastor when
you have them completed, otherwise give them to the ushers at the time the offering
is collected.

Assoc. Pastor Tony Alonzo

Our Savior Lutheran Church, LCMC

14344 Jamison Way Port Charlotte, FL 33953
Website:_http://www.oslc-Icmc.com

Office: (941) 249-5108

Worship Time: Sunday 10 A.M.

Bible Study: Times as announced




