Second Sunday in Lent

March 8, 2020

Today we consider the burning bush. This is the situation when God "comes down" (3:8). When we say that
God meets us where we are, the implication is that we are not always where we should be, but that God adapts
and accommodates us nonetheless. Moses is not necessarily where he should be, either, but the sight of the
burning bush and God's call will bring him out of obscurity and isolation (rescued yet again?!) and send Moses
(and his family!) back to Egypt to lead the Israelite flock.

GATHERING
Congregational Responses in Bold Print

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE Bless Now, O God, the Journey

CULLI

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is present, who gives life, who calls into
existence the things that do not exist. Amen.
If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? Yet with you is forgiveness,
and so we confess.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned away from you,
knowingly and unknowingly. We have wandered from your resurrection life. We have
strayed from your love for all people. Turn us back to you, O God. Give us new hearts
and right spirits, that we may find what is pleasing to you and dwell in your house
forever. Amen.
Receive good news: God turns to you in love. “I will put my spirit in you, and you shall
live,” says our God. All your sin is forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, who is the free
and abounding gift of God’s grace for you. Amen.
HYMN

#768 Lead Me, Guide Me

LEAD ME, GUIDE ME

GREETING
Behold, now is the acceptable time;
now is the day of salvation.
Gather us, O God, around the cross of Christ,
and make it for us the tree of life.
May the fruits of this tree feed the hungry,
and may its leaves heal the nations.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together. O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us
to new birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your
Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
WORD
KIDS OF THE KINGDOM: (10:45)
CHILDREN’S SERMON (10:45)
FIRST READING: Exodus 3: 1-16
From the blazing bush God calls Moses.

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond
the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2There the angel of the LORD appeared to
him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed.
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Then Moses said, "I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned
up." 4When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush,
"Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here I am." 5Then he said, "Come no closer! Remove the sandals
from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground." 6He said further, "I am the
God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." And Moses hid
his face, for he was afraid to look at God.
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Then the LORD said, "I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard
their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 8and I have come down to
deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a
land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also
seen how the Egyptians oppress them. 10So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the
Israelites, out of Egypt." 11But Moses said to God, "Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring
the Israelites out of Egypt?" 12He said, "I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is
I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this
mountain."
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But Moses said to God, "If I come to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God of your
ancestors has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' what shall I say to them?" 14God
said to Moses, " I AM WHO I AM." He said further, "Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ' I AM has
sent me to you.'" 15God also said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the Israelites, 'The LORD, the God
of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you':
This is my name forever,
and this my title for all generations.
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Go and assemble the elders of Israel, and say to them, 'The LORD, the God of your ancestors,
the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has appeared to me, saying: I have given heed to you
and to what has been done to you in Egypt.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

HOLY GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to John, the 3rd chapter.
GOSPEL

Glory to you, O Lord.

John 3: 1-17

A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. Jesus speaks to him about
life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God.
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Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night and said to
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you
do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom
of God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I
tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the
flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be
born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where
it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him,
“How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand
these things?
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“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive
our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you
about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son
of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
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“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not
perish but may have eternal life.
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“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might
be saved through him.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
SERMON

Praise to you, O Christ.

Rev. Robert Cochran

HYMN OF THE DAY

#326

Bless Now, O God, the Journey
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LLANGLOFFAN

NICENE CREED
With voices united, let us confess our faith
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world,
and all who are in need.
…Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we commend
them to you; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
MEAL
INTRODUCTION TO THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
Let us share the Peace of the Lord!
OFFERING

And also with you.

Brass Ensemble (8:15) All the Way My Savior Leads Me
(10:45) A Lenten Psalm
PENFIELD

OFFERTORY # 184

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray. Holy and generous host, you set a table where we feast as friends. Prepare us
to witness to your goodness with every gift you have given us to share, that all people
may know your peace through Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

It is indeed right.................we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
LORD'S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
God’s love is poured out in Christ for you. Open yourselves to receive it.
LAMB OF GOD

HYMNS DURING COMMUNION
#592 Just As I Am, without One Plea WOODWORTH
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. We thank you, living God, for the body and blood of your Son, which sustains
us in the wilderness and the garden alike. As Christ has loved us in this feast, so send us
to love Christ in our neighbors. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING
Now is the acceptable time. Now is the day of salvation. Holy God, speaking, spoken, and
inspiring,☩ bless you, unbind you, and send you in love and in peace. Amen.
SENDING HYMN #333

Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land

WEARY LAND

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Carillon

YOUNG

.

worship has ended * the service begins
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