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Stand Ready to Defend Your Constitution and Your Country

President’s Message
American History should not be subjective...
Our Florida State Congress passed, in 1970, a
regulation that stated that American History MUST
be taught throughout the school year to all 12th grade
high school students. Why, therefore, is this not being
done today? From what I have learned, only one state
in the Union requires this subject to be taught in its
high school curriculum—and it is NOT Florida.
I have been told that back in the 1970s, a group of
concerned citizens caused the regulations to be
dropped—in favor of what, I do not know. It seems
that the time is right for us to join together and insist
that our early and current American History not be
forgotten. This, of course, will require a re-teaching of
the teacher corps, as they were the ones who suffer
from a lack of information on the subject. How would
we expect one of them to be comfortable teaching

young people about something of which they are
woefully ignorant?
NSSAR has a scholarship program called American
History Teacher of the Year, sponsored by
Compatriot Tom Lawrence of TXSSAR. The annual
goal is to find a worthy teacher to give a $1,400
scholarship. The money may only be used for tuition,
transportation, books, housing, etc. at any one of 5
extension American History courses of their choice,
with no actual cash changing hands. This is a great
program, but only involves a small number of
professional History teachers.
We need to expand this effort in many ways. If you
agree with the premise, please let me know what your
thoughts are and how we could go about involving
not only our society, but also those societies with
similar interests.

Your officers for 2011
President……………………… Charles Riegle
VP/Secretary (interim)…….… Harold Crapo
Treasurer……………………… Ted Hornback
Chaplain…………………....….. Gene Bradley
!

Sergeant at Arms……………... Chuck Barrett
Historian…………………….... Charles Riegle
Registrar/Genealogist……Richard Mahaffey
Cmdr of the Color Guard....... Phillip Tarpley
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American History: Story of the Revolution
Outbreak of the Conflict
When George III came to the throne in 1760
scarcely anyone in England or America foresaw
independence for thirteen of the British colonies in
North America. Colonists were proud of their
affiliation with Great Britain and satisfied with the
prosperity they enjoyed as part of Britain's
commercial empire. Only in retrospect do the
irritations that arose in the course of Britain’s
management of its vast empire appear to point
toward revolution.

legislatures, had no concerted plan for reform at
the end of the French and Indian War in 1763. The
events that led to revolution in 1776 did not grow
out of a British resolve to bring the loosely
governed empire under control at last. That came
to be a secondary goal of policy, but initially
Parliament naively stumbled into the American
controversy in pursuit of other ends. They were
looking in another direction entirely when in 1765
the colonies exploded in rage at parliamentary
taxation.

From the seventeenth century on, colonists bridled
under the governance of royal officials sent to
protect the Crown’s interests in North America.
The policies themselves were not at issue, since for
the most part they harmonized well enough with
the colonists' interests. The colonists worried more
about bureaucratic avarice. They suspected that
the officials, whether governors, customs officers,
or surveyors of the woods, pursued their personal
interests under the guise of enforcing royal policy.
It seemed all too likely that fees, taxes, and fines
collected in the name of the king would end up in
the pockets of the officials rather than the royal
treasury.

The Crown's ministers were simply seeking a way
to finance the king’s military policy. During the
French and Indian War the British government
had taken financial responsibility for the defense
of the colonies as well as provided military
leadership and many of the troops. Rather than
demobilizing at the end of the war, George III with
his minister William Pitt’s backing chose to keep
the army at near wartime strength of eighty-five
regiments to be ready in the event of renewed
hostilities with France. The problem was how to
pay for them. England was financially exhausted
after the lengthy and costly war that had nearly
doubled the national debt, and the country could
not bear additional taxes. The solution was to
station large portions of the army in Ireland and
America and require local support for the troops
in each location. The Sugar Act, the Stamp Act,
and the Townshend Duties were intended to help
finance the £359,000 needed annually to sustain
the troops in America.

These suspicions persisted throughout the
eighteenth century, but against this ever-present
danger the colonists erected a "hedge" to keep
them, as they said, "from the wild Beasts of the
field." The hedge was the right of their local
legislatures to pass laws, raise taxes, authorize
military operations, and audit accounts, free from
official intimidation. The colonists’ success in
establishing the rights of their legislative
assemblies, always in the face of complaints of
their obstinacy, gave a measure of confidence that
their liberty was secure. Everywhere in 1760 the
colonists enthusiastically celebrated the ascent of
the new king to the throne.
Imperial officials in London, though always
uneasy about the assertiveness of the colonial

!

The American Revenue Act of 1764, or Sugar Act,
confused the Americans. It was in the first place
not a new tax but an alteration of an old customs
duty. To prevent trade with the French West
Indies, Parliament in 1733 had passed a
prohibitive tariff on sugar, molasses, and other
goods imported from those islands. The colonists
lived with these annoying customs duties by
evading them through smuggling. They could
scarcely object in principle to duties they had long
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acknowledged as legitimate. In the second place,
the Sugar Act reduced the duty, from 6 pence. on a
gallon of molasses, for example, to 3 pence. The
difference was, of course, that mechanisms were
put in place to collect the duty and American
shippers faced having actually to pay it. There
were objections heard to the Sugar Act on grounds
that it was intended for revenue, not regulation,
and so was illegitimate, but the ambiguities were
sufficiently great to blunt American opposition.

APRIL 2011
What could the colonists do but reassert the rights
on which they had long based their opposition to
royal governors and all the other officials who
threatened to oppress them? They claimed as
British subjects the right to tax themselves, and
since the colonists could not be represented in
Parliament, the taxes had to originate in their
colonial assemblies.

This was the major constitutional question at issue
throughout the conflict. The British believed that
The Stamp Act presented no such ambiguities. It
Parliament was sovereign over all the empire;
was a tax laid directly on the people for the
everyone in it had to yield to its authority. True,
express purpose of raising revenue. To collect the
the colonists did not elect members to Parliament,
tax the British ministry embossed stamps of
but Parliament nonetheless represented the
varying values in sheets of paper and sold the
colonists as it did other groups—large cities in
paper to the colonists for use as legal documents,
England among them—that did not have the right
newspapers, and pamphlets. No document written to elect members. But the colonists could not
on unstamped paper had legal standing, and so
acknowledge this notion of being "virtually"
the colonists were compelled to buy the stamps
represented. The trouble was that members of
and pay the tax. In Britain stamp taxes were
Parliament were not themselves affected by taxes
considered inoffensive and easy to collect, but if
laid on the colonists. In fact, they and their
Whitehall officials expected the colonists to
associates stood to benefit from increased colonial
acquiesce for that reason, they were soon
taxation because it would reduce the tax burden in
disabused of their illusion.
England. In the ensuing debate, neither side
would budge.
The colonists at virtually every level of society,
including many who later became Loyalists, rose
Then suddenly in 1766 the controversy seemingly
in protest. The colonial legislatures and a specially dissolved. In the House of Commons William Pitt,
called Stamp Act Congress submitted complaining the hero of the French and Indian War, made an
petitions to Parliament. Urban crowds made
eloquent if somewhat inconsistent plea for the
public spectacles of the men chosen to distribute
colonies’ right to tax themselves while affirming
the stamps and sometimes attacked them. The
Parliament's supremacy in all other legislative
actions of the crowds provide a clue to the reasons matters. Pitt’s speech carried the day and the
for the outrage. They did not merely excoriate the Stamp Act was repealed. (To be continued...)
Parliament that enacted the Stamp Act; they
attacked the stamp distributors, virtually all of
This is the first of a number of articles on the
them local citizens. The charges brought in
REVOLUTION. We hope that you will enjoy these
newspapers and pamphlets against these men
rather truncated stories. Please let is know if you
reflected the old suspicion about British colonial
do or do not. We are trying to provide what we
officials. The people feared that the "Stamp Men"
have heard our membership wants to see in print.
were benefiting from the tax. Moreover, it was
Hopefully, we can offer you an interesting
Parliament that had enacted the Stamp Act, not the
reminder of the time of the Revolution and the
colonial legislature, thus breaking down the hedge
causes of that action.
that had contained the wild beast. Without that
defense there was no protection against the avarice
of men in power.
—Your Editor.

!
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Secretary’s Report
April 2011 Law Enforcement Luncheon
The Luncheon honored our Law Enforcement officers from both Manatee and Sarasota Counties. We started out with
the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance, the SAR Pledge, and introduction of officers and guests. President Charles
Riegle shared why we honor the Law Enforcement personnel and mentioned the number of Officers who die each year
in their efforts to protect the populace. Compatriot Harold Crapo, Jr. narrated a verse entitled, “Not Just Cops” from the
words of a Cop’s Widow. We then enjoyed an excellent meal, according to the attendees. The next phase of the program
involved the SAR Officers of the Year and Heroes Awards presented to members of the various Sheriffs’ and Police
Departments.
The Bradenton Police Department presented Detective James F. Curulla for his investigative skills in solving two brutal
crimes against women and a string of violent robberies that plagued both Manatee and Sarasota County. Officer Shawn
Nagell from the Longboat Key Police Department was cited for his professional encounter with a machete wielding
perpetrator, which ended with the subject taken into custody without injury. North Port Police Officer Robert Davidson
was nominated by his peers based on dedicated and untiring commitment to his community and its children. Detective
Don Kennard from the Sarasota Sheriff’s Office was selected for his performance in organizing and leading a
pharmaceutical diversion with significant inroads towards saving lives. Detective Robert Armstrong was nominated
from the Sarasota Police Department for his investigative skills, cooperation with drug enforcement agencies from
Manatee, Charlotte, and Sarasota County while working effectively with Federal Drug Control Teams. Palmetto Chief
of Police Charles Wells nominated Detective Chad Oyler for his successful involvement in solving 3 homicides and 1
attempted homicide during 2010. Manatee County Sheriff Brad Steube nominated Deputies Bryce Meade, Michael
Gerholdt, and John Lawson for the SAR Law Enforcement Hero Awards. Their outstanding teamwork during a
structural fire allowed them to rescue an elderly paralyzed woman lying in a burning hospital bed while connected to
medical tubes; her husband and family pets. (See photos on page 5)
The meeting adjourned immediately after the group sing-a-long of “America” led by Compatriot John Hegener.
Board of Governors Notes
The Board of Governors met, as scheduled with 12 members present and discussed all agenda items (most of the
committees submitted written reports which are part of the Secretary’s file). The most immediate concerns lay with the
upcoming JROTC luncheon (see last page of this newsletter for information) and the upcoming Florida State Board of
Managers’ Meeting (see all information on FLSSAR.org). Our chapter will have 6 state officers elected at this meeting
and everyone is invited to attend this gala event.
Next Chapter Meeting: Friday, May 20, 2011. Luncheon meeting to honor JROTC, a Flag Award, and Induction of new
members; John L. Fitzpatrick, John W. Benson and James D. Fleming . (See the menu and reservation information on
the last page of this newsletter).
Next BOG Meeting: Wednesday, May 18, 2011 at the Church of the Redeemer, 222 Palm Ave. 2:00-3:00 pm. All
members are invited to attend.
Memorial Day Parade: May 30, 2011. Begins at 9:30 am at the corner of Washington and Main Streets, Sarasota.
Uniforms or casual dress. We will have our trolley available for those who don’t want to march. Please join us in this
patriotic event.

Around the State and Nation
Don’t forget that the Annual Congress of the National Society, Sons of
the American Revolution (NSSAR), will be held in Winston-Salem, NC
from July 8 thru July 14. Make your reservations early.
See your SAR Magazine for the registration form, or call/email (details
at www.NSSAR.org). It will be a FUN and informative TIME.

!
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Photos: March and April Events

Palmetto Detective Chad Oyler
Pine View School History Day
General Cornwallis surrenders his sword to
General Washington and the Saramana Color
Guard (w. liberties)

Heroism Awardees
Manatee Sheriff’s Deputies John
Lawson and Bryce Meade with Larry
Peck. Harold Crapo in background.

MAY BIRTHDAY
CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Stephen H. Clark
Stephen G. Finley
Richard R. Gans
William A. Glasser
John L. Hegener
Teddy L. Huss
Douglas C. Rist
Howard B. Sole
Brian A. Tarpley
John P. Tarpley

!

Saramana Color Guard and Ladies Auxiliary served to inform
the 2,025 students at Pine View School of the Revolution and its
impact on modern American Society during their History Day event.
Pictured are Compatriots Mahaffey, Crapo, Commander Tarpley,
Barrett, Bradley, and President Riegle, along with Mrs. Bartz,
Tarpley, and Catsakis.

Saramana Chapter was one of three chapters in
the state of Florida to be awarded the CAAH
streamer for our monetary support of the library
in Louisville HQ. It will proudly join the other
streamers we now have on our chapter flag.
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May luncheon meeting to honor “Best of the Best”
speaker at the upcoming “Best of
the Best” luncheon. I am sure
that you will all be eager to hear
what this fine teacher has to say
about his experiences working
with the cadets at SMA and
teaching in our country, in
general. This meeting will also
feature the presentation of a
FLAG AWARD to Mr. Brett
Buggeln, Chief
In 2009 we honored Josh Payne
Operating Officer for
as the ”Best of the Best”. It was
fitting that both his headmaster, Tarpon Towers, LLC.
Col. Dan Kennedy and his Dean Many of you have
seen the impressively
of Students, Col. Bill Brockman
tall flag pole
(far left) were with us to honor
(actually an internet tower) on
this fine cadet of the Sarasota
Military Academy. This year we the east side of I75, just north of
are pleased to announce that Col. Exit 217. The flag is large and
well lit 24/7. HUZZAH.
Brockman will be our featured

Editor, Quill & Bugle
3273 Charles Macdonald Drive
Sarasota, FL 34240-8714

Librarian/NSSAR
1000 Fourth Street
Louisville, KY
40203

Menu choices
Soup du jour, served with crackers
#1 Tilapia Veronique with
champagne beurre blanc and fresh
grapes.
#2 Chicken Cobb Salad with choice
of dressing.
#3 Vegetarian – Large Garden Salad
with choice of dressing.
All entrees served with warm rolls
and butter. Chef’s selection of
dessert. Freshly brewed coffee or tea.
Price: $20.00 per person. Check or
cash.
Please call or email Ted Hornback
NOW with your reservation.
t: (941) 485-4481
e: Ted1538@aol.com

