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Diversity Working Group Seeking
Ribbons, Scarves, Scrap pieces of colorful felt or fabrics
The Diversity Working Group is planning to use all kinds of ribbons, scarves, and fabric strips in the
development of a large, but very simple weaving to celebrate the beautiful variety and diversity of God's
wonderful creation. We'll be offering all of you in the church, and people we meet at events like the
Royersford Night Out and the Phoenixville Pride Festival an opportunity to help weave this Celebration
Tapestry.
You can place your contributions for the weaving in the box in the church narthex. If you have questions,
talk to Deb Savage, Elle Crist, Reid Trulson, or Pastor Karen. Thank you!

SAVE THE DATE!
Mark your calendars NOW!
We will be having a retirement
dinner/party/farewell for Pastor Karen Selig and
Alan Selig on Saturday, July 21, 2018. It will be
in the evening from 5:30-8:00 pm. That is the
news for now. Many more details will be coming.

Did Your
Address Change?

We are going to put out a new paper
directory. If you have a new address,
phone number or email address, please
see that we have it in the church office.
Thank You!
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RBC PASTORAL SEARCH
TEAM FORMED
According to RBC bylaws, the Leadership Council
serves in the role of a nominating committee for
this process. They are tasked with nominating
additional members. The membership of RBC
then votes on Search Team nominees at a
Membership meeting. A membership meeting was
held April 22 to elect these additional members.
The completed Pastoral Search Team consists of
those who are elected by the members of RBC at
this meeting plus all the Staff Relations Team
members. The Pastoral Search Team elects its
own chairperson and secretary. Once formed, this
team remains as formed until a new pastor is
found. This team will also make arrangements for
an interim pastor.
The completed membership for the Pastoral
Search Team is: Heath Webb, Abigail Turley,
Herb Rogers, Ken George, Karen Mason, Bob
Brownback, Lara Cifelli, Bobby Fisher, Mark Hite,
Dave Messer, Weegee Neiffer.
Please be regularly in prayer for the search
process, both for an interim and for the pastor God
is preparing to serve as our next full time pastor.

Education Cluster is saddened to report
there will not be Vacation Bible School
this summer. We have been unable to
find someone to fill the position of
Director. We thought maybe a one day
special program might be fun for the
children, but again we could not find
someone to take a leadership role. If
you feel led to take on either of these
positions, please contact someone on
Education Cluster.

We’re still looking for people who
can occasionally help change the
wording on the outdoor event sign.
If you can help, let Reid Trulson or
Lee Kratz (our Administrative
Assistant) know. Thank you.

This summer, if you can’t make it to church
due to travel or other commitments, we
encourage you to automate your regular
contributions. RBC relies on the consistent
financial support of the folks who are a part
of our faith community and electronic giving
offers an easy way to give on a recurring
basis. If you’d rather not set up a recurring
gift, you can always give a “one-time gift” to
send in your gift when you are away. Go to
the church webpage and click on the circle that says “CONTRIBUTE” to get started. If you have questions,
check with the church office.

Newsletter 2

Pastor's Column

umn

…for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something
to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me…
Matthew 25:35

This month I’m sharing a “rerun,” one that I know some of you have never seen!
It’s something I wrote on my online sabbatical blog a few years ago, after Alan and
I had returned home from one of the worship services we attended while staying on
Deer Isle in Maine. It surfaced again in my files recently as I was preparing for the
hospitality class I’m teaching for the Adult Selectives. It seems particularly appropriate to our fellowship
here at RBC, as we consider what it means to be welcoming and to be intentionally diverse.
From the blog: Yesterday’s sermon from Mark 3:20-35 was entitled “A Wide Welcome.” Pastor Amy
Vaughn invited us to consider what it was about Jesus that got everyone so upset. Before this, Jesus had
been very popular with the crowds. What had changed? Why was it that Jesus' family wanted to restrain
him and some people accused him of being crazy?
Her answer was a single word—hospitality. The root of Jesus problem was his radical practice of
hospitality, his wide welcome of outsiders, his willingness to violate Sabbath rules in order to heal people.
As she led us deeper into that idea, she made a very telling comment. She said that most of us in the church
are patient with newcomers for a while… at least until they learn our rules and become more like us. If they
don't catch on to our ways, the welcome may well dim!
She challenged us. We in the church talk a lot about being friendly and welcoming, but there are subtle
(and not so subtle) ways we lack of true spirit of welcome? Are we ready to practice radical hospitality?
Are we willing, as Pastor Amy said, to “welcome not just the people but the changes that they may bring
with them?”
The sermon and the communion that followed started the Spirit moving in me, but it was what happened
after the service that drove the point home. We all went outside into the lovely, sunny day to a nearby
village memorial garden located next to the church so we could participate in their annual blessing of the
animals. Everyone was very upbeat, with happy pet owners and their dogs and all the rest of us forming a
circle for praise and prayer. There was even a cloth chicken who was a stand in for a real chicken who
hadn’t come that day!
In order to enter the garden, we had to pass through a pretty white gate with a sign that welcomed us and
invited us to come in. I had noticed the gate a day or two earlier and even taken a picture of it. That day,
however, I was on my way somewhere and didn’t stop and go in.
But Sunday, after worship, as the group Alan and I were walking with arrived at the gates, the person in the
lead pushed in on the gate, trying to go in. The “welcoming” gate wouldn’t budge! Large bushes on either
side of the gate had grown so much that they were keeping the gate from opening. The sign said welcome,
but those who wanted to go in had to do it by force.
It’s got me thinking about the church. It’s got me thinking about what we say and what we do. And about
what folks find when they try to come in and truly be with us. Who is really welcome? And who is kept
out? And what can we do to be more like Jesus in our offer of hospitality, even if it means some folks worry
about us and others think we've lost our minds? Praying for all of us to have the courage to offer (and
receive) radical hospitality.
Grace & Peace,
Karen

Newsletter 3

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

RBC First Fruits Garden
The First Fruits Garden got off to a great start this year! God blessed us with beautiful weather and many
hard-working volunteers. This made it possible to clear all the beds of weeds (no small task!), mix in
compost, and plant lettuce, kale and spinach for our spring crop. Then we were blessed with rain to water in
the seeds and get them started on a good Spring growing season.
If you like to garden and missed this first planting, we will be planting Summer crops—tomatoes, peppers,
cucumbers and beans—on May 12 starting at 9 am.
If planting isn’t your thing, there are other ways to help with this mission. We will be needing help with
harvesting the veggies and getting them to the food pantry beginning in early June and throughout the
summer. If you are interested in helping in any of these areas, please contact Ginny Dearolf or Sandi
Rosenberry.

Meal’s Ministry
The ministry has been sporadic the last
couple of years. But recently, our
congregation has several families in need
for meals. Some of those that were on the
list have moved or are unable to provide at
the present time.
It is time to re-form, look at what we do
& how we do it. We would like to hold a
one-time meeting to gather ideas,
make a new list of participants and to see
how this can help us to care for one
another. Those that are interested, please
call Sandy Smoyer 610-948-7448. Then
a date could be made for the meeting.

Orion Communities is in need of the following
items for its clients: soap, laundry detergent,
shampoo, conditioner, razors,
shaving cream, toilet paper and socks (men,
women & children). Marked collection boxes
will be placed in the church narthex on Sunday,
May 6 and Sunday, May 13. All contributions
will be greatly appreciated.
Thanks,
Ken George
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RBC YOUTH
I cannot express enough how excited I am about how things have been going within our Youth Ministry.
Our group continues to grow in not only numbers but in excitement, in faith, and in community with one
another. Community is a key component to what we focus on as a group. I tell the youth and their parents
all the time that we are striving to make kindness, love and respect the norm in a world where that is often
not the case. We look to make it a safe space to be who you are and accept one another, where support and
encouragement can be found. That being said, not every day is perfect and we are all human, and we have
our setbacks, but the growth I have seen in these kids over the past few months towards those values speaks
to the magnitude of how God is working in our teenager/pre-teen’s lives.
One of the exciting ways our youth have spent time in community and devotion is through a Spring Retreat
to Camp Ichthus. Now we don’t normally do a Spring retreat as a youth group, normally just a Fall or
Winter retreat. But this year we decided to also do a weekend away during the Spring to keep up the
positive momentum we have going. Now I knew we were in for a great week when I ran into the first hurdle
of having more kids signed up, than I had space in our vehicles. This is a good problem to have as a youth
director, and one I hope to continue to have as we build off of this great group of kids we have. So, here we
are traveling up to the camp in our fresh and stylish fifteen passenger van (that we rented for the weekend),
blasting music and just having a good old time, not knowing the impact this weekend might have.
The theme of our weekend was called “RISE”. The idea that by setting Christ as the foundation for our
lives, we can build up, stand out, make a difference and serve in love. The speaker for the weekend, Kyle
Robbins, a former Eastern University grad, really brought this message to the kids in a way that they could
respond to. Through some of our small group time during the weekend, I could really tell the kids were
digesting this topic, and as we youth leaders like to say, “the seeds are being planted.”
We also spent time in worship together, as well as some crazy games and activities. But some of the most
valuable time of fellowship came during meals and free time. I personally got to know our kids better, and I
could see many friendships being strengthened during the weekend as well. We grew as a group, we grew in
community, and support to one another. For that weekend, kindness, love and respect was acting as the
norm without the pressure of the world telling us otherwise. I soaked in every moment of our drive back
home in our fifteen passenger van, as we not only listened to worship music, but sang loud and proud the
words to those songs, and the kids were discussing with me all their excitement and ideas for more we can
do as a group.
-Ryan Seckman

GRADUATE RECOGNITION
If you know someone related to our congregation
who is graduating this spring, please let the church
office know as soon as possible.
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Book Club “Rent Collector” by Cameron Wright
Imagine living on top of a mountain of trash in a hut. Imagine having to pick through the trash for things
that can be recycled to buy your rice meal that day and enough left over to pay the miserable old rent
collector. The smoke burning your eyes and throat, unless it is raining, then wading through toxic streams of
water. Sang Ly, her husband and child, live on Stung Mean Chey, the largest municipal waste dump in
Cambodia.
Nisay, their son, is constantly sick with swelled belly and diarrhea. Sang Ly worries over the child
wondering about their future and if her child will grow up. She visits clinics, but once the western medicine
is gone, the diarrhea returns. Medicine becomes an added expense to their meager livelihood.
A young teenage boy named Lucky finds a book & gives it to Sang Ly. She cannot read, but makes up
stories for Nisay from the pictures. But the rent collector sees the book and bursts into tears. That book is
the impetus for Sang Ly to ask the reluctant (miserable) rent collector to teach her to read so that she can
help Nisay get well.
Learning to read gives Sang Ly hope for the future. The author’s son worked on a documentary about the
dump and the people like Sang Ly. Wright helped his son edit the videos. The film motivated Cameron
Wright to create this great book which is a poetic classical “Cinderella” story (fictionalize) that shows
relationships help both the student and the teacher-- a story of hope and second chances.
Sang Ly told Wright, “Now that I can read I’m not afraid to work the dump at night.”
P.S.: Our very own Stan Murray visited the dump just after it was shut down which displaced many poor
Cambodians living on the fringe.
Our next book “The Lilac Girls” by Martha Hall Kelly, was inspired by the life of a real WW11 heroine,
tells a story of love, redemption and terrible secrets that were hidden for decades. Next meeting is May 20, 7
pm in the Church Parlor; open to anyone to join RBC Book Club.

Showering the RBC Nursery
The nursery would like to add some additional
books/activities for the children. They have made
a wish list on Amazon. If you would like to
contribute, please see the list at
https://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/3U4
MT7FWGGD4O.

Newsletter 6

Is That Dollar in Your Pocket Lonely?
Have you ever reached into your coat pocket and found a dollar that you had forgotten was there? I don’t
know about you but I have a bit of a “Huh. Look at that,” moment. Not exactly Galileo or Newton as far as
discoveries go, but nice nonetheless. A dollar. Is that $1 going to help me finally pay that electric bill I’ve
been putting off? Nope. $1. Cool. Nice. But that’s it. It goes in the little side pocket of my wallet and I
forget about it. Even when I dig it out to use it at 7-11 and am able to give the clerk the correct change
because of this recent windfall of wealth, do I make a scene and shout with joy that God has given me the
precise change with which to complete the purchase of my gallon of milk without using my credit card?!
That would be a “nope” as well. I found it. I used it. It was forgotten about. Would my life have been
altered if I had never found that $1. Absolutely not.
One dollar in today’s world might not count for much. I could see where a $1 bill might suffer from an
inferiority complex. It’s pretty useless. It’s extremely co-dependent on many other dollar bills to give it any
value at all. It’s often forgotten about until it’s time to give some money to the red kettles at Christmas or at
the grocery stores for Philabundance or March of Dimes. Oh, then we are only TOO happy to kick that little
$1 bill to the curb. In the words of the great William Shakespeare, “Be gone from my wallet, thou Space
Taker! I banish thee in the name of charity for others.” I’m pretty sure he said that. I’ll do some more
research and get back with you on that.
Point being, how many of us currently give as much as we can to tithing at RBC? If I was a betting man
(which is a moot point because I don’t bet and I’m not a man), I’d bet a LOT of us do. But what if...? What
would happen within RBC if each one of us dug into those forgotten pockets and pouches inside our purses
and wallets and found some lonely little $1 (or $5 or $10) bill that was feeling discarded and unloved? What
if we were able to remember it and give it value? Now, I know online giving is easy and convenient and
makes Sunday morning so much easier because you don’t have to fuss with a checkbook and a pen or
envelopes. Ugh, what a hassle when you are trying to center your heart on worship. But what if…?
What if 100 people attend church this coming Sunday. What if (without planning for it at all), 85 of those
100 people opened their wallets and purses and found a little $1 bill and put it in the offering plate? And
what if next Sunday it was 95 people, and the next week was 68 people, and the next week 104? All those
little insignificant $1 bills would all of a sudden have enormous value to our weekly totals. And what if
some found wadded up $5’s or was repaid a loan of $10 that they had forgotten about and put that in? Even
better. Will your extra little bit allow us to pay our electric bill? Will it help our missionaries buy books for
students in Haiti? Will it buy a Sunday school curriculum or fix our plumbing? Nope, nope, and nope. But
when put together with everyone else’s, the answer is a resounding and very joyful YES!
Jose Ortiz and I do this each Sunday and at times, in the past when we’ve sat near each other, we’ve smiled
at each other and made a slightly over-played motion about putting our little $1 in the plate, which I’m sure
had people around us wondering what in the world we were doing. Matthew 5:41 says “If anyone forces
you to go a mile, go with them two miles.” I hope no one tithes out of obligation or because they feel
forced, but as long as you are giving anyway, why not go that second mile with your extra little bit, whether
it be $1 or $5 or $10. We would enjoy the company on our little inside joke each Sunday morning.
-Allison Fisher
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BEAUTY CARE FOR THE TONGUE
Prescription for a more attractive tongue:
Take one scripture per month, memorize,
and apply to your life.
Prov. 18:21 "Death and life are in the power
of the tongue."
Prov. 18:12 "A fool takes no pleasure in
understanding, but only in expressing his/her
opinion."
1 Thess. 5:18 "Give thanks in all
circumstances, for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you."
1 Peter 3:15 "Always be prepared to make a
defense to anyone who calls you to account
for the hope that is in you, yet do it with
gentleness and reverence."
More possibilities: Romans 10:9,
Matthew 15:11, Ephesians 4:29, Prov. 12:22,
Eph. 4:32, Prov. 26:20,
Exodus 20:7, 1 Cor 1:13,

Hints courtesy of The Holy Spirit's
Heavenly Haven for Tongue Beautification

Do not worry about
anything, but in everything
by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let
your requests be made
known to God. Phil 4:5
Health Concerns
Margaret C; Rebeca R; Lilliam V; Karen; Eli;
Ella; Loretta; Jeanne M; Janelle M; George H;
Jen
Personal Issues
Sarah M; Keith K; Domestic violence victims,
abusers, survivors; children who are victims of
physical and emotional abuse
Our Missionaries
Stephen & Nancy James; Dwight & Barbara
Bolick; Kihomi Ngwemi & Nzunga Mabudiga;
David & Joyce Reed; Stan Slade; Carole Sydnor
World Issues
Pray always for peace, to the Prince of Peace; our
political leaders and the campaign process;
peaceful resolution of the conflicts in Iraq,
Ukraine, South Sudan and the Middle East; those
suffering from drought and natural disasters;
Military
Jeff H; Lucas M; Seth R; Niko; Will B.
Please help us keep this list up-to-date as
changes occur by notifying the church office.

KEEP A SHARP EYE OPEN ON SUNDAYS
FOR VISITORS AND GUESTS OF RBC!!







Be sure to say "Hello" and "Welcome." Share your name.
Remember their name if it is offered.
Invite them to sit with you in worship.
Are there children? Show them the staffed nursery if they have
children of that age. Let them know their kids are welcome at
Children’s Time and RBC Kids.
Encourage our guests to add their contact info
to the Friendship Pages.
Reach out again after worship: Ask if they have any questions.
Invite them into the parlor for coffee or tea, take them to an
education class or invite them to lunch with you.
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June
Stan and Cathy Slade
Ralph and Dolly Eichelberger
Rusty and Mary Rusbuldt
Paul and Sandi Rosenberry
Alex and Lara Cifelli

May
Curt and Emily Parker
Guy and Megan Wescott
Grace Herstine and Phillip Covelli
Bob and Ginny Dearolf
Alan and Karen Selig
Charlie and Judy Denning

1
4
17
17
18
22

June

May
Christy Petyak
Katie Shalter
Ginny Dearolf
Kelly O’Neil
John Gleason
Stephanie Ford
Ryan Petyak
Allison Fisher
Jack Parker
Stan Murray
Lorri Engstrom
Susan Hendricks
Norah Turley
Jake Miller
Philip Covelli
Brett Hendricks
Janelle Trulson
Helen Christman

16
18
19
27
30

4
4
10
10
11
13
15
20
21
23
24
24
24
25
28
29
30
31

David Follett
Jose Ortiz
Loretta Hill
Erik Miller
Samuel Savage
Sabrina Brittain
Janelle Miller
Kristen Hong
Katy O’Neil
Morgan Hendricks
Ron O’Neil
Janice Bishop
Bobbie Hendricks
Maggie Hite
Amy Smith
Meghan O’Neil

1
1
8
8
8
11
15
17
19
21
21
23
23
23
28
30
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Royersford Baptist Church
452 S. Lewis Road
Royersford, PA 19464
The Vine is published 6 times a year by
Royersford Baptist Church (RBC)
Office - 610-948-4170
Prayer Line - 610-948-3418
Email - rbcabc@rbcabc.org
Website - www.rbcabc.org
Staff Rev. Karen Selig, Pastor
Ryan Seckman, Youth Director
Lee Kratz, Administrative Assistant
Lara Cifelli, Worship Coordinator
Sharon Brownback, Choir Director
Alex Cifelli, Accompanist
Charles E. Quinty-Caton, Custodian
Kristin Christopher, Nursery School
Director
RBC is affiliated with American
Baptist Churches in the USA
If you would like to receive your
newsletter via e-mail, please contact
Lee Kratz at 610-948-4170 or send an
e-mail to rbcabc@rbcabc.org

Office Schedule
Monday through Friday 8 am - 2 pm
Pastor Karen’s office hours
Monday 9:30 am — 12 pm
Wednesday 10 am – 1:30 pm
Thursday available by appointment
10:00 am – 1:30 pm
If these times don’t work for you,
please call the office. We will help
you schedule an appointment for
a time convenient for you.
Ryan’s Hours
Monday Off
Tuesday 11 am – 3 pm
Wednesday 10 am – 3 pm
Thursday 12 pm – 4 pm
Friday 11 am – 2 pm

Sunday Schedule
9:30 am – Worship
10:10 am – RBC Kids
11:00 am – Adult Classes

RBC Lay Leadership

Church)

Moderator - Bob Brownback
Vice Moderator - Ken George
Education - Millie Collins
Adult Education Program, RBC Kids, RBC
Nursery School, VBS
Worship - Janelle Trulson
Choir, Communion, Drama, Hosts,
Planning, Technology, Worship Leaders
Spiritual Growth & Caring – Robin Sexto
Gifts Discovery, Small Groups, Social Event
Planning, Women’s Ministries
Mission & Outreach – Reid Trulson
ABC Missions, CROP, Evangelism, Hands-onWorship, Mission Trips, RBC Players
Administrative Support - Dave Messer
Buildings and Grounds, Kitchen Team,
Finance/Business, Office Volunteers, Staff
Relations, Website/Public Relations
Youth Ministry – Allison Fisher
Small Groups, Student Leadership, Summer
Mission, After School Program, Youth Group

If you have been touched by
the ministry of RBC, you can
be part of continuing our
ministry together through your
financial gifts. Our website has
online giving options that make
it possible for you to be a part
of supporting the work of
Royersford Baptist Church.
Your gifts and your prayers
make a vital difference in the
Kingdom of God.

For the latest in news
and information about
Royersford Baptist Church
go to

www.rbcabc.org
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