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FOOD, FAITH & FELLOWSHIP

Our annual church picnic is Sunday, June 26th at the Westland’s Central Park pavilion (1901 N. Carlson),
this is where the Farmers Market is and the splash water park for the kids. We will have our Eucharistic
service there at 9:30 am. Please note that this will be the only service on that day. Immediately following
our worship time, we will have a scrumptious picnic lunch. Our parish will provide the food, drinks and
all necessary items. So please come and enjoy time together with our St. John’s community! We hope to
see you there!

Now you may be saying to yourself that it is easy to see the connection between food, faith and fellowship on this specific
parish picnic Sunday, but I would like to suggest that these three words permeate all of Christianity. Think for a moment
how much food is brought to church for coffee hours and other events that people share together and then we collect food
monthly to give to our parish Food Pantry ministry. Let’s face it, we all need to eat regularly but food is not only a means
for survival but an important social activity as well. How many family gatherings and dinner parties do we attend each
year? The sharing of a meal with others has a significant impact on our relationships.

So how does food factor into our faith? Our scriptures are full of stories of Jesus eating meals with disciples, sinners, the
poor, the rich and the religious leaders of his day. It is at those meals that conversations about God and faith occur. There
are also the miracle feeding stories where Jesus feeds multitudes with only a few fish and loaves of bread. We see God’s
love and healing shine through in this basic human need for food.

Jesus also refers to himself as the bread of life and the well of living
water; all who eat and drink of him will never be hungry or thirsty
again. This is most powerfully seen in the depiction of the Last Supper. Once again, Jesus is sharing a meal with his intimate friends
when he blesses bread and wine and institutes the Eucharist. It was
in the breaking of the bread that the disciples recognized the Risen
One at Emmaus. We celebrate this sacrament every other Sunday
when we gather for Holy Communion. This coming together for a
heavenly banquet as we share this meal that Christ gave us is at the
core of our liturgical worship. Jesus feeds us regularly with the spiritual food we need for our faith journey.

Notice that Jesus does not talk about or bless food solely for one individual. Food is distributed and shared with others – it is a communal activity. Fellowship, therefore, is an integral part of eating,
worshiping, and celebrating. We have many opportunities for food,
faith and fellowship here at St. John’s and in our local community.
Remember, our food pantry will benefit from an upcoming Westland
Chamber of Commerce event – Dine on the Vine, Friday, June 10th.
Please join us for FOOD, FAITH and FELLOWSHIP on Sunday,
June 26th!
Blessings,
Fr. Steve

Worship Opportunities
All are Welcome

Sunday Services

June 5, 19
Morning Prayer 8:30 and 10:30 am
June 12, 26
Holy Eucharist 8:30 and 10:30 am
Coffee Hour follows the 10:30 am service.

Tuesday Evening Worship
6:30 pm

Bible Study (note new day!)

11:30 am
12 noon

Rosary
Holy Eucharist

Weekday Worship - 1st & 3rd Tuesdays
2nd & 4th Tuesdays

10:30 am
Holy Eucharist
(at Hope Health Care Center on Cherry Hill)

Weekday Worship - Wednesdays
10:00 am
11:30 am

Bible Study (note new time!)
Holy Eucharist with healing
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FOOD PANTRY NEWS

OPEN JUNE 9
10am-Noon
Sometimes in life one has to be humble as unforeseen situations and
circumstances face us head on. For many it is a time of embarrassment to be reaching out to others to fill our needs. The parishioners
here at ST John’s food pantry, see so many hungry and needy people pass through our
doors once a month. And we are eager to serve those less fortunate.

The following are testimonials from some who have been regulars the past eighteen
months:
My monthly visits to the food pantry are always appreciated by my family of five. We look
forward to the food that can be brought home to our table Thank you St John’s.

It was very difficult at first to ask for food but I was welcomed by smiling faces that made it not so bad. I thank God for
such a friendly place .

If it were not for St John’s food pantry my children and elderly mother would go hungry. Thank you so much.

My daughters and I make regular visits to St John’s food pantry because on that day we all know that we will have food
on our table. We are very grateful for the food we receive.

As chairperson I cannot thank our Parishioners enough for their kindness and support. Also for money donations from
parishioners to keep this meaningful project in motion and moving forward. With heartfelt thanks, sincerely, Joan Cady.

“ Oh God when I have food help me to remember the hungry”

Dine on theVine

Westland Chamber of Commerce cordially invites you to

This year partial proceeds are going to St. John’s Food Pantry!
Sample fine wines and dine on delicious appetizers, enjoy the art
gallery, all for a great cause! Catered by Jonna’s Market.

Major Sponsor Dr. Amanda Apfelblat, Michigan Chiropractic Specialists, PC
Go to www.stjohnswestland.com for a complete list of sponsors

Please join us on Friday,

June 10, 2016 • 6 pm until 9:30 pm

Westland City Hall, 36300 Warren Road, Westland Michigan 48185
Admission $30 per person • Walk-ins Welcome. Buy tickets at the Chamber office or pay at the door.
For more information 734. 326. 7222 or email westlandchamber@yahoo.com

SAVE THE DATE FOR THESE TWO UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS!
Saturday,
July 9, 2016

Watch the Cruise &
celebrate at St. John’s details to come!

&

St. John’s Fall Festival is Saturday,

September
24
10a-10p
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Ø Music Notes Ø
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By Dana Hull

In a recent “Red Door” I wrote about the helps I have for preparing music for our worship. Now
I would like to mention two other aids: the 1982 Hymnal and LEVAS (Lift Every Voice and Sing).
Both are in the pew hymn racks. The 1982 Hymnal reflects our Episcopal heritage and LEVAS
reflects music of other traditions. At this time I would like to pay attention to LEVAS as I plan to
use it more this summer on the Morning Prayer Sundays. So please take time to look through
LEVAS and make note of any hymns you would like used. (You can do this on Sunday mornings
while you are waiting for the prelude to begin.)
I remember many of them myself from my former Methodist background, as well as hearing my mother sing them.
One of the hymns she sang was “Give of Your Best to the Master” (a Baptist hymn) which made quite an impression on
me then and now. Come on – what do you remember?

Westland’s Relay for Life is Saturday, June 4
Please join the St. John’s Team, “Holy Walkamolies!”

The event starts at the Westland Farmer’s Market Pavilion on June 4th
at 11am. It will run continuously through the night until the closing ceremony the next morning. Two notable activities are the Survivors Lap
and the Luminaria Ceremony. During the Survivors Lap (11:45am),
cancer survivors attending the event take the first lap around the track.
The Luminaria Ceremony takes place after dark (10:00pm). Westland’s
Relay for Life will end at 7:00 am June 5th following a Closing ceremony.
St John’s will have a designated “camp site” and meeting area. A sign-up sheet will be available in the parish hall to
identify walkers, with a goal of having someone on the track at all times. Luminary bags will be sold and decorated
before the event to raise money to donate to the Cancer Society. Plan on bringing a lawn chair to spend an hour, the day,
or even the night. For more information, please contact Sande Godbout.

at St. Johns’s

Thank you to all of the Parishoners
who showed up and helped out at St.
John’s on Spring Clean Up Day on Saturday, May 21!
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& Annual Picnic - Please join us for
Remember that during
the summer we will continue to have our regular
worship times at 8:30
and 10:30 on Sunday
mornings. On the first and third Sundays we will
have Morning Prayer and on the second and fourth
Sundays Fr. Steve will be with us for Holy Eucharist. Our choir will be on vacation from May
29th through Labor Day.

On Sunday, June 26th we will be having our annual Parish Picnic
at the Westland Central City Park. On this day we will be combining
our two services into one for a 9:30 am Holy Eucharist under the
park shelter. Following our celebration we will enjoy a BBQ lunch
and each other’s company! St. John’s vestry will provide the food
and beverages for this event, so you don’t have to bring anything!

St. John’s Episcopal Church
555 S. Wayne Rd., Westland, MI 48186

Oﬃce: (734) 721-5023
parish oﬃce hours: Mon-Fri. 11 am-3pm
www.stjohnswestland.com
stjohnschurchwestland@gmail.com
We’re on Facebook:
St. John's Episcopal church - Westland Mi

JUNE EVENTS CALENDAR

WEDNESDAYS
June 1, 8, 15, 22 &29
Senior Exercise Class 9 am
(free will donation)
June 4

EVENTS & MEETINGS
Relay for Life

June 10

Dine on the Vine 6 pm

June 5

Daughters of the King 12 pm

June 12

June 26

Vestry Meeting 12 pm

Graveside service for Tom
Robinson at Cadillac Memorial
Gardens West (on Ford Rd.)
Mass on the Grass 9:30 am
BBQ Lunch (details above)
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