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Field trip to Hueco Tanks. Wintering nawks are abundant around ro~
faces - - bring your telescope.. $1 admission fee to park. Meet at
Borderland Theater at 8:00 A. d. : : )

- Monthly meeting at Centennial Museum, UTEP. Parking in rear. " Park

Ranger George Morrison, Chief Naturalist, W.ite Sands National Monument ,
will speak to hs about the unique white .gypsum sand dunes which con~
pose his park. He has had many interesting assignmemts in his seven
years in’ the.Park Service from Hawail to. the Everglades. He will
bring a film he has prepared comparing the swamp’ to the desert.
Come -and bring a friend.

Field trip to Ruciun Springs near Las Cruces. Meet at Coronado Shopping
-Center at 8:00 A. M. for carpooling. We will follow the Rio Grande
from Borderland to Las Cruces. Bring lunch.

Field trip to new area: EL Paso Natural G-g5 Punping Station at the
base of the Franklins, east, near Anthony's Nose. Habitat includes
irrigated alfalfa fields bordered. by desert scrub, a small cooling
pond. Birds to be found are horned larks, pipits, desert and sage
sparrows, hawks.

Field trip to grasslands habitat and pictograph area at old Butterfielud
Stage Stop at the base of the Cornudas NE of EL Paso. Iifeet at Bordes
land Theatre on Montana and drive east on C..vlsbad Highway to Hueco
Inn, turning north on unimproved road through prairie grasslands to
the Beunett Ranch. It's antelope-golden eagle country.

Field trip to Horizon Lake via unimproved road at the base of the
Hueco Mountains, turning south on unimproved road froa dontana.
Spring migration is just beginning. Meet at Borderland Theatre.

Monthly meeting at Centennial Musewm, UTEP. A "show and tell" of
color slides by members for an hour's program. Mary Moore has
pictures of a recent Mexican trip, Lisa Davis has some closeups of
owls, Carl Jones constantly adds slides to his bird coillection.

A new 20 minute film release froa National Audubon entitled
"The Empty Nest" drametézes the plight ol the osprey, -or fish hawk,
whose thinning eggshells threaten its survival.

Geth White will give a 10 minute talk on hawk identification.
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OUR JANUARY MEETING was well attended. Churlie Jensen was elected vice-president,
Linda Jones as treasmrer, and for the Board Juck McDaniels,Helen Barto,Weldon Yerby,

ALl Gavit,Berttye Barnhart and Clarence Shelfer.

Dr. Al Canaris gave an outstanding talk on para81tology With a dynamic interpretation
of an interesting but little explored facet of nature difficult to comprehend in our
cheltered, antiseptic human existence. His account of diagnosing the cause of deatin of
mnany ducks which occurred in a lake in the lower valley last year was espe01ally interest-
ing. With heavy sumner rains and runoff into a man-made lake and the consequent rapid
growth of acquatic plants cutting off oxygen in the water, the anaerobic bacterium
grows. Ducks eat the infected water plants and die. Botulism has killed millions cf
waterfowl and shorebirds in the U. S. in recent years.

He also told about some studies in parisitology in birds being carried on presedtly
by the Biology Department at UTEP in cooperation with other universities engeged in
research on the same species. Mortalities and risks to wild birds makes one better
vnderstand what at first blush appears to be prodigality in breeding potential, but is
in reality, survival of the species. B .-

If you're not attending meetings, you're wmissing a lot. wWe especially welcome nsw
members.’'  Our field trips are fun also. You have to.be out in the field to see how a
bird soars, or to note the arrangement-of stripes onr heads and breasts of sparrows to
learn birds. It's healthy, good exercise and pure enjoyment in our winter sunshine.
Field trips are listed through the March meeting and we hope to see you at one. s
have a SpeClal area you'd like us to vigit, call Charlie Jensen, Field Trip Chairaan,
et 584-7626.  He will welcope field #rip suggestlons..

HERPETOLOGY. SOCIETY PROTESTS THE JAYCEES ANNUAL hATTLﬁSNAKL HUNT. 1In an apgeerance
before the board, & member of this group explained how this annual publicity sctunt ic
injurious to the hunted snake who is inhumanely treated with humbers of the reptiles
perishing in the bad handling. Furthermore, an opportunity of treating snekes as part

of environment with a place ip nature was ignored. K It was urged that this year the
snakes be humanely provided for and this real chance for public enlightenment of the
role they play in the balance of nature be a part of the publicized affair.

The Board voted to write a letter to the Jr. Chamber of Coqmerce expressing the
conservatlonlst's views..

BIRD SIGHTINGS

dan. 5 Male cardinal, dea, ' Sarah Jane Dodds, Al Gav1t " On field trip to lower
- : Charlie Jemnsen,, etal . valley at Fibens
Tree Sparrow : adeline Gavit - N " [
‘Vermillion Flycatcher”™ =~ U L L
Jau. 18  Vermillion Flycatcher Geth and Ed White Upper veliey near horse

& i barns, Country Crab nd.
Perengrine falcon ) v U

Jurw 18°° Rivoli's Hummingbird (2) Geth and Ed White, b _ At feeder in gardzsn of
1 immature male, 1 Grace Thompson X ' Mrs. Bugene Schafer
female Las Cruces
Jaun. 16 Ferruginous Owl Sarah Jane Dodds Upper valley near s~out
, ; : camp
Jan. 27 Canada Goose (7) Charlie Jensen, Vince
- =, Zaugkey, Patti Canaris, et al f
: Great Blue Heron ; P e 43 : i !
Feb. 2 Baird's Sparrow (2) Luis & Sue Santaella, Geth River Bend Irrigation
White, Mary Hoore, et al Druinage Ditch

Sharp-shinned Hawk : " ; - "
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BIRD SIGHTINGS CONT!'D.

Snow Goose (25) Luis & Sue Santaella, Geth and Racetrack Lake

Ed White, Mary Moore, et al

Ring-necked Duck W M

Common Goldeneye Luis & Sue Santaella, Geth and Rogales Lake 1in upper
Ed White valley.

==

CHRIST;4S BIRDING TRI? TO
THE HIGH JUNGLE OF TAMAULIPAS.

The northernmost cloud forest in Mexico, with dominant trees sweetgum and oaks, lies
on an eastern slope of the Sierra Madre Oriental, about two hundred fifty nmiles south of
Brownsville near Ciduad Mante. A 62 acre portion is appropriately enough administered
by the Texws Southmost College at Brownsville, under the direction of irs, Barbara Warburtorn,
as an enrichuent program for their students and as a research station for seientists.

Mury Moore, Helen Barto, Geth and Ed Waite traveled through dense fog with a car
caravan of twenty people from Brownsville south through the agricultural land cleared
of the thorn forest, eventually to the Rio Corona with its big cypress trees, past the
Rio Sabinas in tropical lowlands, turning off at a marker for the Indian village of
Gomez Farias. This old settlement of banana and mango plantations is pretty .wch out of
the mainstream of Mexico. The road ends here., We boarded two large trucks maintained by
the college for transport on an old lumber road which wound up the tropical mountainside
to a clearing near the top seven miles away.

Beginning the ascent, the truck shouldered.huge boulders to one side and we bumped
our way upwards, the motor grinding in low gear. Qur eyes followed the grotesque roois
of strangler figs encompassing smaller trees. Giant ceibas with ferny compound leaves
were silhouetted against the sky. Trees grew taller with air plants studding the limbs
and our necks strained as eyes traveled upwards to 100 feet. A passing flock of green
peraqueets were noisy enough to be heard above the motor's roar.

After two and a half hours of rough transport we came to our destination, Rancho del
Cielo -- a 62 acre tract in the pocket of sweetgum and oak forest surrounded by the adja-
cent dense tropical forest at an elevation of 3500 feet.

At the turn of the century, one of the former owners had made the clearing, erected
a cabin and planted the orchard now drifting with wisps of moss, its limbs covered with
a mosaic of lichens. The college had erected other cabins of rough-sawn lumber bought
from the local sawmills -- our dormitories, cook cabin, library and lab. Everything was
confortable, but primitive, with butane for lamps and hot water, wood stoves for warmth
and cooking, even hot showers, but a warning to use the water sparingly. Wuter is caught
and stored in huge tanks to serve the cabins as the limestone karst formation underlying
the rich vegetative cover is porous and rainfall drains through quickly. T..is occurs in
spite of more than 100 inches per year in the rainy season, HMay to September. ‘

The ridge trends nearly north and south and the college land lies on an eastern slope
which gets moisture blown in from the Gulf less than a hundred mniles distant, We were
in the dry season in December but morning fogs and heavy dews condensed on the dense
ground covers and tropical evergreen understory. : |
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Famlllar sweet gum and oaks like in Fast Texas woodlands towered to 100 feet with buttress
trunks helplng to anchor them in rocky, shallow séils, their limbs§ heavy with mosses and
lichens, air plants and bromeliads tilting at crazy-angles in luxurious profusion. There
were many orchids which will be triggered to bloon at the start of the rainy season. iedbuds
were blooming 50 feet up. On the ground were ferns of every size, their delicate fronds
contributing to the beauty of the understory and helping to conceal the vertical sinkholes
which -characterize this part of the forest. One did not venture too far from a trail or
road for .safety's sdke and blrders hagq to remember to look down instead of up some of the
time. Qur necks were. ready for “the change for so many smarl birds wére at great helghts in
the canopy e :

On Ned Year s Duy our group started out for the dnnual Christmas Census down & forest
road with a:flashlight. We were lucky to have Waoel Deshayes, who'is an expert on tropical:
birds and tnelr v01ces, ‘with us.

A Mottled Wood 0wl harsh and mournful, crled deep in the woods. As if to dispel his
glooa,” from the canopy caiie the cheerful ‘whistle of the Biack-hezajed Orioles.  Seeming
troubled by his musical score, a Blue Mockingbird tried first one note and then another..
before. swlnging into the pattern of his sorg. .Tuk; tuk! We heard the alarm note of the
Mountain Trogon. His dazzling crinson breast flashed as he. turned to face us, swinging his.
heautiful black and white patterned tail. Puwuping his- tail, 'he.flew in short arcs from
branch to branch.,” Another joined him to scold us, the sun was filtering through the tops
of the-trees and our light improved,” Wé could hear a pair of Military Mucaws uaking audible
Jlaps dS they lsft the Torest for fesdlng greunds.

Looklng down the road a small flock of Bell's Warblers were Cdtchlng insects on thel
shrubs overhanging the road,, beautlful bright yellow birds hav1ng chestnut caps and ear
patches with yellow eyebrow strlpes. To my right, not three feet away a Si.ging wuail
exploded™ into his loud whistled phrases, increasing in tempo to a burst ‘of song and ‘then -
dlmlnlshlng with. such a performance it stops you in your tracks. Then I scw him for the
first time though I nave heard him often in Mexico's cloud forests. He left his place on
the ground so suddenly he lost a few feathers and I huve u .emento: 4 I=atuer of a rich
coppery brown tipped.with beige, banded in black. A third of the feathers' barbs are downy
and it has sone tiny after-shafts of down to insulate this ground-dweller from the cold.

The day was. cooler than usual and our jackets and gloves felt good as we walked along,
alert for movement and, sound. A long cooo, Whooo echoed in the forest —- the note of the
Red-billed Pigeons. Later we were to comé across a flock of 30 or 40 sunning on a treetop
at the edge of a woods. Woodcreepers were numerous, problng the mosses and airplants for
insects, ‘propping with large spiny tails like a woodpecker.. We tallied both the. Spot-
crowned and the Ivory—bllled

I «u putting the emphasis on Mexican species, but there were many wintering stateside
migrants with.an aliiost ever-present ruby-crowned Ki':jlei asong the warblers and flycatchers
Green Jars were a constant presence in these woods as were the Brown-backed Solitaires.

We came to a clearing with dried cornstalks standing in a small field, the valley opening up
quite a distance.' As we scanned the sky, a nolsy flock of erte-crowned Parrots ecircled the
trees, flocks of goldfinch and siskins bumped through the air to settle in distant tree tops.

he telescope revealed we had Black-headed Siskins. A White-tailed Hawk sailed overhzad in

a rising air current. As we walked up the trail we found two Gra, Silky Fl,catchers feeding
on the white berries of a saall evergreen shrub, making as pretty a picture as Sutton's
color print of this species with mistletoe. We studied them, lemon yeliow undertail coverts
leading into a long tail with striking black and white pattern.
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A pair of Tufted Flycatchers almost bounced as they flew from perch to perch. A
beautiful Browi-backed Solitaire rendered his "filling up a jug" song as we watched, a
song with overtones of flute. The Mexican people call him "clarina." Two more Trogons
held our attention for a time when we were diverted by a brilliant yellow bird flashing
by to join a small flock of Hooded Grosbeaks who were feasting on passion flower fruits
festooning a small shrub. We completed coverage of our territory and walked in just at
dusk to end en exciting day of many Mexican species, some new and soue seen only after ai
interval of years. Our last bird of the day was the Azure-crowned Hu.:.ingbird feeding on
hibiscus flowers on an old shrub left in the orchard near the trail, a fitting climmx to
a day of high notes.

Full details of the Christmas Count of R.uch Cielo will be published in the C.ristmes
Census volume of Aisrican Birds. Ffor inforaation concerning future birding trips, you
may contact Fred Webster, 4926 Sirass Drive, Austin, Tx. 7873lL. --- Geth Wuite.

O

LOCAL AUDUBON SUCIETY TO GIVE BOOKS TO THE PUBLIC LIBRARY. The Education Committee,
chaired by Liucda Jones, has been working at the library with Acjuisition Librarian Pat
Lobdell, who led us to the card catalogs and the stacks where we are checking titles on
birds. We are compiling a hypothetical list for purchase by the library, who will buy
the books with their discount advantage, place a memorial card therein. We hope to builc
up this slender resource with $100 as a starter, and perhaps another %100 later on. It
is also a good opportunity to make a memorial to the departed, either giving it to the
Library Fund or to request a specific volume. We might move on to botany, ecology and
environient after we have built up volumes on birds which are shorter in supply than the
last two named categories. We welcome suggestions for our list. We have discovered there
is a Q" list of larger books of all subjects in shelves by themselves and some of the
best books on birds are here. Doa't overlook the Southwest Section and'-the Reflerende
Department as well as the Juvenile Section. o B G 7L ek

BIRD SLIDE SHOWS GOING WELL, Linda Jones, Weldon Yerby and Ec White have been giving
these shows to grade school children who are enthusiastic about them., We have so many
requests, we are hoping of working with:Ghamizzl through the good offices of Felix Hernancs
working out a tape recording to accompany the slides. Tue personal touch of presence

is always appreciated however. Tiird graders at Hillside school wrote '"thank you" letterc
to Linda after a recent slideshow, one is printed below:

"Dear !fiss Joans:

"It was a beautiful world of birds and did you know that birds are .y
favorit animils. T e robin was the .iost beautiful bird of all. You should
just know how much I injoy it, Miss Jo.ns. I just love birds. it

Sincerely,

Rocio Mercado
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