During the past year, 


I have daydreamed about where I would like to be 



when I could travel again.  


If you need suggestions, 



I have 8 or 9 great trips mapped out, 



just not ready to make them reality yet.  

If you did something similar, 



the reason it was daydreaming, 



was that there were other things that needed to happen 




before the plan could be initialized.  



Country needed to be open, 



vaccinations needed to occur, 



ferry or planes needed to be flying.  


It is a long list.  



We dream nonetheless.

The Pharisee's were dreaming and planning as well.  


They were looking to travel to the Kingdom of God.  


They were making plots and plans, 



trying to take the necessary steps to be ready, 




and had put their lives before God 





as a payment towards being ready to travel.  

One day, 


they asked Jesus when it would come.  


He tells them 



that looking for it will not help, 



nor listening to people tell you where it is at.  

The reason being, 


“The Kingdom of God is within you, 


or among you, 


or in the midst of you.” 



depending on your translation.  


Our NIV has “within you,” 



which is problematic, 




because the Kingdom does not enter men, 




men enter the Kingdom.  


A better translation 



is the among 



or in the midst, 




leading to the idea 





that it is actually something in their grasp, 






if they would only take hold.  



Kind of like a rope tow.  




It does you no good 





unless you grab a bar 





and hold on.  



Otherwise, 




chance after chance comes by, 





but you remain at the bottom of the mountain.  

Jesus is standing there among them, 


offering them Kingdom life, 



and they are not grabbing on 



or accepting that he is 



or who he claims to be.  

Therefore, they are going to watch the Kingdom happen 


and not be a part of it.  

They aren't making it up the mountain, 


because they never grabbed onto Jesus.

Jesus then goes off with his disciples 


and explains more about the Kingdom of God to them.  

In theory, 


they have grabbed onto the tow rope.  

But the interesting thing is, 


the view hasn't really changed.  



They can still see the Pharisee's, 



they can see the end of the lift, 




just like they could from the bottom, 



the only difference is,




 things are clearer, 




they are moving, 





and when they reach the top, 




they will suddenly be able to ski 





instead of walk around with awkward skis on.  


There will be a good reason and purpose 



for the things they are wearing on their feet 



and holding in their hands.  

The poles and skis will ultimately take them back amongst the people at the bottom


and they will have another chance to show them how to grab onto the rope.

The reality is, 


we don't have to go chasing the Kingdom of God.  


We don't have to keep up with the Son of Man 



like he is on some kind of concert road trip tour.  

The Kingdom of God was present to them 


right then in Jesus of Nazareth.  

Part of the reason they missed this, 


is that they were focused on what the final version 



of the future Kingdom would look like.  


They had not seen the dramatic transformation 



that they imagined in their minds and imagination.


But the Kingdom was present and growing,



like a child in their midst.




You may not notice differences day to day, 





but month to month is easier to see.

Jesus warns the disciples 


that it will suddenly be upon them, 


it will happen in an instant.  

The tell tales that they are looking for 


won't happen.  



Tell tale signs are an old sailing term.  




They are little strings along a sail 





that tell the sailor 






whether or not the sail is in optimum position 






and how to adjust accordingly.  


This is the way we often live, 



waiting for signs to appear 




that tell us to live differently.  



Trees are starting to bud,




 I can put away my heavy parka 




and at least dust off the short sleeve shirts 





so I am ready for that week of summer.  

I believe that Jesus would prefer that we always live ready.  


We always live and act like 



our parents are in town. 

 I believe that, 


but struggle to do it myself.

Amidst all this discussion of what the future will 


and won't look like, 

in verse 25 


we come upon another dei, 


another it is necessary.  

It is one 


that has a second part that makes us ask, 



“Why is that necessary?”  

To the disciples of Jesus' day,


 the first one would be just as baffling. 



 Why must the Son of Man suffer many things?  



The being rejected by this generation is equally puzzling, 


but the human mind is amazing 



in that Peter's words around the table




 when Jesus tells them they will abandon him, 



quickly transpire in our heads. 



“Even if all fall away on account of you, 





I never will.”  



“Lord, 





I am ready to go with you to prison 





and to death.” 




“Even if all fall away, 





I will not.”  



As we know, 




Peter betrayed the Lord that very night, three times.

So why is this necessary?  

And why does Jesus tell us this is necessary here, 


in the midst of telling us about the Kingdom of God breaking in?  

Jesus tells us this, 


because we are in danger of falling into the same trap the Pharisee's did.  

Wanting to be with the Messiah, 


but not grabbing the tow rope to get there.  
We know from the resurrection story 


that the disciples were on the verge of falling in the trap, 



despite being told that suffering was necessary multiple times.  


Even more potent 



for the future deserters in the middle of the night, 



for those who would trade his life for 30 pieces of silver, 



those who would claim three times via oath 




that they never knew the man, 


that he would be rejected by this generation was key to restoration.  

There is the relief 


when you make a mistake, 



to hear the one you harmed with the error 




had planned on it.  



Whether that is having an extra board 




because you made the wrong cut 



or an extra sandwich 




because you forgot yours.

But this rejection is necessary for us to see, 


just as the Israelites did over time with their desire for a human King, 



that we do not know what is best for us.  

At this stage in history, 


the Messiah desired 



was one to overthrow Rome.  



One that overthrows Rome in the way imagined 




does not over throw death and sin however.  

The two major aspects of the Messiah were known, 


but following human nature, 



we focused on the one that requires everyone else to change 



and lets us stay the same.  

Jesus' suffering and rejection 


means that as his disciples, 



we will need to accept suffering and rejection as well.  


If Peter, 


Judas, 


or one of the other 10 would have not rejected Jesus, 



there is a chance we could get by as well.  

But since even those closest to him, 


rejected Jesus, 

we see how much our fallen nature resists the suffering servant aspect


and favors the conquering aspect

Jesus hits upon this 


as he fleshes out his return.  

The final change will happen without warning, 


so we have to make decisions now on how to live.  

The major change happened in the first disciples midst 


and they almost missed it, 



locked in that upper room.  

But our God of second, 

third 

and hundredth chances 


does not give up on them.  

Which is good, 


because a large swath of Christians misreads this passage, 



as Jesus tells about that day in verse 34.  


With the two people in bed 


and then the two women grinding grain.  

We hear “one will be taken 


and one will be left.  

Which one do we want to be?  


Our desire to avoid suffering 



would lead us to chose those that are taken.  


When we are taken, 



we go to heaven where all is good and peaceful is the thinking.  

But our desire to avoid suffering 


has led us to misread what Jesus is saying.  

We do not want to be taken when Jesus comes, 


we want to be left behind.  

We want to be left behind, 


because the Kingdom is right here.  


We are not waiting to go to another place.  

We are not going to heaven and utopia.  


The new heaven and the new earth are coming here.  

Jesus was working on making the way this world works right now 


work in a new way.  



Hence the healings, 



the control of nature, 



the miracles.  

What Jesus was showing us 


was the new way his world is supposed to work.

He knew it would not work by skipping to the end.  


He knew that suffering and rejection were necessary, 



otherwise, 




if we were willing to accept the new way, 




we would have already.  

When all, 


even those closest to Jesus 



said they did not trust that way, 


the need to do it that way 



became that much more apparent.  

What Jesus did on the cross, 


not even his closest disciples were ready to do, 



without seeing him undergo it first.  

They needed to see the end result, 


before they were ready to jump on board.  

As we get ready to jump on board the trip of a lifetime that Jesus offers, 

or have already jumped on, 


realize what is necessary to get there.  

This includes rejection and suffering.  

Do not give up traveling 


when this comes about, 


but know that it is part of the journey to the new earth 



that Jesus demonstrated.  

If you want to avoid it, 


it means not being left behind, 

which is not what we want.
