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From the Pastor’s Desk…
“The whole earth is filled with awe at your wonders; where morning dawns, where
evening fades, you call forth songs of joy.”

Psalm 65:8 NRSV

It has been a long year.
That might even be the understatement of the year.
We had barely moved out of winter when the pandemic began and re-oriented our
lives to social distancing, masks, quarantine and testing. It was in the midst of that
reality, against a backdrop of civil and racial unrest; against a larger backdrop of a
volatile election cycle, that we moved through most of 2020.
For some, the year brought slight changes in how we interacted, worked, and lived.
For others, the changes were and are still great. With a resurgence in progress as I
write, it seems winter will return and find us in a similar state to where we were
when winter went away.
So where do we find thanksgiving? How can we, like the Psalmist, open our ears to
hear your songs of joy?
Well, for me, I find thanksgiving in that this year brought a refining of what “church”
actually means. One need not have a building or all the symbolic designs of a
sanctuary in order to be filled with awe at God’s works. One need not even be
physically close to others in faith to be connected—especially in our world today
where so much is possible through cyberspace! I give thanks that the church
continued to be the church throughout all of this—engaging in prayer, mission,
outreach, and the sharing of our faith to the next generation.

I have found thanksgiving in the reality of life’s ebb and flow. The seasons have
come and gone and will come and go again in a cycle of life that, for us, has brought
with it births and deaths, joys and blessings, times of celebration and times of
sorrow. Through it all, our God has been at post, keeping watch over God’s people;
crying with God’s people; giving strength through the Spirit to God’s people; and
urging us to walk in Christ-like ways as we have navigated through fear, anxiety,
stress, tension, loss and change.
Now we enter the holy season of the church again. We celebrate the giving of thanks
for a God that endures through all things; whose love surrounds us in all things; who
calls us to walk in faith through all things; and to share that faith with others.
This thanksgiving will, in many ways, be akin to that of the Pilgrims in that first
thanksgiving. In that time, a feast was held in thanksgiving that they had made it
through the year—had survived; had food on the table and in storage for a long year;
and had friends to help them along the way. My prayer is that we will relate to
those first Pilgrims and give thanks this year that through all that has been, we are
still standing; still able to look at God in awe and wonder; still keeping the faith
even as it is tested and tried; still going in spite of all that might hold us back.
It will be a different Thanksgiving. For some it will be the thanksgiving of ZOOM or
Facetime. For others, it will be something like it always has been. For some still, it
will be the first after life-changing personal events in this year and will come with
bittersweet memories and, perhaps, a touch of sadness.
And it will be followed quickly by the ascent into Advent and Christmas—each recreating itself for the time in which we are living.
Yet, through it all, Jesus Christ will be the same yesterday, today and tomorrow.
God does have the whole world in his hands. And, though worship at the moment
does not have us singings songs of joy out loud, our hearts can be singing in joy and
praise every moment to know that we are not alone but God is beside us to see us
through however it all plays out.
May we find reasons to give thanks amid all that life is in these days.
And, as Tiny Tim would say, “May God bless us, every one.”
Peace,
Pastor Jeff

CHRISTMAS EVE:
It is the recommendation of the Consistory and the Worship and Music Team that this year’s
Christmas Eve service be virtual due to attendance restraints, the inability to sing
Christmas carols, or to use real candles. As Pastor, I know this alone brings a sense of grief
and loss for many around the Christmas season. We will attempt to craft a virtual service
that includes Christmas Carols and Candelighting to be different, yet familiar, to the
traditions that we know and love in our faith. If you are struggling with change or loss in
this holiday season, you are not alone. Please feel free to reach out by phone or email and
talk with me and I will do my best to listen and be a source of support. A Livestream
service of communion will be shared on Christmas Eve at a time to be announced. In
Christ, Pastor Jeff

WORSHIP:
St. Stephen’s UCC has returned to Virtual Worship through at least January 10, 2020,
following the guidance of the Conference Minister and the leadership of the Scientific and
Health Communities. Please stay safe and stay well as we worship God in these holy days.

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS 2020:
THOSE WHO DREAM…

November 29:

Keep Awake (HOPE)

Mark 13: 24-37

December 6:

Prepare the Way (PEACE) Mark 1: 1-8

December 13:

Sow Joy (JOY) Luke 1: 46-55

December 20:

Are Not Alone (LOVE) Luke 1: 26-35

December 24:

Christmas Eve: This Night We Are…
THOSE WHO DREAM
A Virtual Service of Worship: Luke 2: 1-20

December 27:

Will Not Keep Silent Luke 2: 22-40
EPIPHANY SUNDAY: THOSE WHO DREAM…

January 3:

Persevere

Matthew 2: 1-12

THE ST. STEPHEN’S UCC 2020 HOLIDAY
GINGERBREAD HOUSE CONTEST
WILL BE VIRTUAL
Yes…Virtual
WHEN: Entries are due by December 15, 2020.
Entries will be judged on December 17, 2020 (not by the Pastor)
HOW:

Create your Gingerbread House. All Houses should be fully
edible. Take pictures of your house from the front, back, each
side and overhead. Submit all of these pictures to this address:
pastor@thessperkasie.org by December 15, 2020. Include a
name, address and phone number.

WHY:

Well, there is a $25 Cash Card for the winning entry…and
bragging rights!

WHO:

Everyone is welcome to participate. You must be the creator of
your Gingerbread art however!

COME AND CELEBRATE THE SEASON WITH US!
Entries can be viewed on the church’s website and Facebook Page
starting on December 17, 2020! A gift card and blue ribbon will be
sent to the winner after judging!

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS: Keeping Community in a Time of COVID
For Our Children:
*Activity Bags: With many thanks to Lucy White, the Children’s
Activity Bag outreach from the summer will once again bring holiday
surprises to our church children. Watch for a special
Advent/Christmas activity bag coming in Mid December.
*Color My Advent Wreath: Use the Advent Wreath in this
newsletter as a coloring page to mark the weeks of Advent. Color one
candle each week and be reminded of all we wait for in this holy
season: Hope, Peace, Joy, & Love!
*Cyber Sunday School: Join Wendy Bosco on Sundays via Facebook
for a new weekly Cyber Sunday School experience featuring Bible
Stories, songs, and weekly challenges.
*Kids’ Chat and Craft: Join Pastor Jeff on December 2, 16, and
January 6 for a ZOOM Children’s Chat and Craft focused on the
holiness of the season. Watch the weekly email for supply lists. All
are welcome!
*Advent Show N Tell: Each week in Advent, our kids will be invited
to join in a ZOOM show n tell themed around the following:
Week 1: Create a Wreath & Decorate as You Choose
Week 2: Use Blocks or Legos and make a Nativity
Week 3: Make a creative Christmas Card
Week 4: Create an Ornament of your Choice

For Adults:
*Bible Study: Biblical Prophecy: Daniel
ZOOM. Wednesdays:
November 25 10 AM
December 16 1 PM
(note date & time change for December only)
January 13 10 AM

*Adult Coloring Meditation: Coloring Meditation Sheets for each of
the weeks of Advent are included in this newsletter.

*SAS "Send a card" and "Share a story": Send a Christmas card to a
fellow member of the congregation and include a personal Christmas
story. The story might be a memory of a service within the church, a
family tradition, or a Christmas experience.
Pick: *Your Secret Pal; A family from the church directory that you
may not know well; or contact Mike White and he will connect you to
a family.

*”Those Who Dream” Advent Devotional: Follow our Advent
Theme with a Daily Devotional that can be viewed on a device or
printed and used as a meditation tool. (Found in First Week of
Advent Email and linked on our Facebook and Webpages)

*Weekly ZOOM Fellowship: An opportunity to be in fellowship and
community via CyberSpace. Watch the weekly schedule for dates
and times.

COMMUNITY DRIVE-BYS
DECEMBER 20: 11 am to 12 pm
Come by the church at the Arch St. Portico and pick up:
*2021 Offering Envelopes
*Communion Elements for Christmas Eve Virtual Communion
*Your Poinsettia (for those who sponsor them)
DECEMBER 27: 10 AM to 12 PM
Come by the church at the Arch St. Portico and drop off:
*Reverse Advent Calendar
WEEK OF JANUARY 24: SOUPER BOWL OF CARING WEEK
Come by the church through the week and drop off soup to warm the
body and socks to warm the sole as donations for FISH and those in
need. Items may be placed in the receptacle on the church porch.
=============================================
REMEMBER in Mission through the Month of December:
*Christmas Fund Offerings are being received through the month of December. The
UCC Christmas Fund supports retired clergy who did not receive pensions during their
years of serving the church. Donations can be given via mail in offering or through
VANCO (specify Christmas Fund)
*GIFT CARDS are being sought through PENNRIDGE FISH for those in need this Holiday
Season. Due to COVID-19, Families are not able to shop at Pennridge Fish as they
have in the past. Gift cards of $25 for Walmart or Target are being received at FISH
for these families.

*GIFT CARDS are being sought for Bethany Children’s Home: Walmart, Target,
Lowe’s, Home Depot, TJ Maxx/Marshalls, Dick’s Sporting Goods, Boyer’s,
Redner’s, Dairy Queen, McDonald’s, Ross, Michaels, Hobby Lobby, Foot Locker,
Famous Footwear, Turkey Hill

FROM THE CONSISTORY:
At the Consistory meeting on Tuesday, December 17, 2020, the decision was
made to return to Virtual Worship for a minimum of six weeks from November
22nd through at least January 10, 2020, in order to mitigate community spread
of COVID-19 during the Advent/Christmas season when people tend to gather
together more. The decision was made at the guidance of the Conference
Minister and following the advice of health leaders and the scientific
community. We realize that this is a bitter pill to swallow after many months of
cyber worship and then a return to in person services outdoors and, on
November 15, in the sanctuary. We pray that all will stay well and stay safe.
Please reach out to your friends in the church and check in on them, especially
now as the winter months settle in and depression and loneliness normally are
heightened. If you know someone who could use a phone call or a visit, please
contact the church office and let the Administrator know.

Other Consistory notes:
*Congratulations to Nolan Wimmer and Brooke Alexander who completed
their coursework and were confirmed into membership in a private
service on Sunday, November 22, 2020. They will continue to work on
their Confirmation Class gift to the church: A reading bench and
meditation garden near the Little Library on Arch St.
*Due to COVID-19 and the limitations of a congregational meeting with
the building shut down, the Consistory voted to carry over Consistory
terms for a minimum of 60 days until the February Annual
Congregational Meeting. The church will function under a provisional
2021 budget to be adopted at the December Consistory meeting. The
budget and new Consistory members will be formally acted upon at
the in-person congregational meeting in February.
*The parsonage is now unoccupied following the transition of the family
that was housed their by Keystone Opportunity Center. The church will
open a conversation around the future of the church parsonage property
in 2021. Any thoughts on the use of the building are being sought by the
Consistory.

Join St. Stephen’s in a new holiday tradition!

We invite you to participate in a REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR. Start with an empty box and each day
add the designated item(s) to your box. The idea is to give something for every day for 24 days,
ending on Christmas Eve. Let’s focus on how we can share the hope of this Advent season with
others!
On Sunday, December 27, bring your box to church. All donations will go to Pennridge FISH. These
donations will help replenish the shelves after a busy holiday season.
Use the list below as a guide or collect your own favorites. Please make sure that all items are shelfstable items. Collect each day or collect in bulk. Miss a day? Don’t worry about it! Move forward
and do your best! All donations are welcome, appreciated and needed! Do this on your own, with
another family or with friends. Questions? Contact the office at 215-257-6460.

DECEMBER 1:

Box of cereal

DECEMBER 13: Bag or box of rice

DECEMBER 2:

Peanut Butter

DECEMBER 14: Canned tomatoes

DECEMBER 3:

Boxed potatoes

DECEMBER 15: Package of pasta

DECEMBER 4:

Box of macaroni & cheese

DECEMBER 16: Spaghetti Sauce

DECEMBER 5:

Canned peaches or pears

DECEMBER 17: Can of carrots

DECEMBER 6:

Package of oatmeal

DECEMBER 18: Tomato soup

DECEMBER 7:

Boxed brownie mix

DECEMBER 19: Jar of jam/ jelly

DECEMBER 8:

Can of tuna fish

DECEMBER 20: Can of mixed fruit

DECEMBER 9:

Jar of applesauce

DECEMBER 21: Can of corn

DECEMBER 10: Can of beans- any kind

DECEMBER 22: Roll of toilet paper

DECEMBER 11: Can of carrots

DECEMBER 24: Your choice!

Date: November 2, 2020
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
The Ministry of Stewardship has selected the theme “Beloved Love” for the coming year and it
is based on the scripture, “Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God, everyone
who loves is born of God and knows God.” (1 John 4:7 NRSV). Jesus calls us to share God’s love.
In the United Church of Christ, we respond to that call by embracing Three Great Loves - Love
of Children - Love of Neighbor - Love of Creation. The work of our congregation to manifest
God’s love in the world can happen because of the generous financial and volunteer support
of our members and friends.
Stewardship is Love in Action.
The Bible tells us “Just as one has received a gift, use it to serve others, as good stewards of the
varied grace of God.” (1 Peter 4:10 CSB). Jesus is the most generous person that has ever lived.
He left the comforts of Heaven, took on human flesh, and gave his life on the cross so that we
might live in him. In response to Jesus’ generosity, we are called to be generous with our
money, we are called to be stewards of our possessions (steward is rooted in the Greek word
“oikomonos” meaning “the manager of a household”), and we are called to volunteer our
time. No one argues over whether Christians should be generous - it is a hallmark of Christian
Faith.
I would like to share this testimony with you:
“I give to the church because it is a place where I can come and pray when I feel powerless to
bring about the change I wish to see in myself and the world. Church is a space where I can
come to worship and recapture the wonder of God who is bigger than my disappointments or
doubts. Church is also, for me, a people that I care about and who care about me; a people
who challenge one another to be the best version of ourselves, both as individuals and as a
community. Church is the family that reminds me again and again how to hold on to hope in
spite of the daily invitation to despair. I give to the church for these and so many other
reasons.” (Anonymous)
I invite you to share how God is at work in your life and our church and why you give. You can
do this in the form of a brief testimony that, with your permission, you can share in worship,
or Pastor Jeff will post on the weekly e-mail or bi-monthly newsletter.
Make no mistake, 2020 has brought many challenges for us - fear, anxiety, hopefulness or
doubt due to the pandemic, social unrest, political spectrum/elections, and natural disasters.
Our church has, and will continue to minister, despite these challenges. The fact remains that,
even though we have not been able to physically worship in-person since March until very
recently, your contributions through your envelopes, loose offering, and VANCO has been
tremendous. Thank You!

Learn from yesterday, live for today, and do not worry about tomorrow. Daily, ponder upon
the good, talk optimistically, and expect positive results. Smile, laugh, summon your sense of
humor, and use your special gifts to help others. The more optimistic and grateful your
attitude, the more joy, peace, and blessings will return to you. See yourself through God’s
eyes. Be proud of yourself. Have confidence in the incredible, talented, and giving person that
God created.
As we move toward 2021 and a new budget appeal, your gift of money, time, and dedication
to this church will continue to ensure that we can successfully fulfill God’s calling on us. It can
be hard to talk about money. And yet Jesus spoke about it often, second only to the Kingdom
of God. While you are prayerfully considering your giving for 2021, take a moment to think
about all the things our church does toward the continuation of God’s work to support the life
and work of the people of God in our community and around the world. Please continue to
pray for the Ministries we share through this congregation.
“What people of faith do with their money is indicative of what they believe about God” Martin Luther.
With your help, we can show the world what Love of Children, Love of Neighbor, and Love of
Creation looks like today. Together we can answer Jesus’ call to love. That is Stewardship Love in Action!
God’s blessings,
Terry Weirback, Chairperson - Ministry of Stewardship

December & January Birthdays!!!
12/01
12/04
12/06
12/09
12/11
12/13
12/19
12/20
12/25
12/26
12/28
01/01
01/03
01/05
01/10
01/11
01/14
01/16
01/18
01/25
01/27
01/29
01/31

Sierra Camburn
Eileen Schuster
Denise Alexander
Morgan Schuster
Sandra Johnson, Jeffrey Trauger
Jean Alexander
Deborah Bargione, Rachel Trauger
Catherine Donahue, Marie Smith
Sparkie Heckler
Elaine Berner
Merle Schuster, Judy Ockenfuss
Scott Adams, Bradley Schuster
Michael Wesley
Lamar Heckler
Barbara Weirback
Scott Ketterer,
James Strohm
Elfriede Benner
Todd Maugle, Stephanie Anne Thompson
Brenda Hunsberger,
Mary Landes, Joel Rosenberger
Steven Keim, James Renninger,
Sylvia Bedell, Devan Rimmer
Elaine Bedell

Annual Reports . . .
Consistory president, treasurer, secretary, ministry and committee chairs:
Please submit your annual report to the church office by January 11, 2021 so that they may be published
and distributed in a timely manner in preparation for the annual meeting.

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR 2020– In order to guarantee your contribution is credited to 2020, please submit
your contribution to the church by Sunday, December 27.

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS – You should receive your 2020 contribution Statement by the end of
January 2021.

Christmas Poinsettias Orders

Cost: $7.50
Please order by Monday, December 7
We would appreciate your help decorating the sanctuary for the Christmas season. Poinsettias
may be purchased in memory of or in love for someone you wish to remember at this special
time of the year. The 6” pot of 4-6 of poinsettia blooms will be available in white, red or
marble.
Please complete order form below and along with payment, either give to or mail to Sharon
Argue, 2265 Milford Square Pike, Quakertown, PA 18951. Orders may also be placed in
the offering plate, along with payment in an envelope marked “poinsettias”. Checks should
be made payable to St. Stephen’s UCC.
Name of Purchaser: ___________________
In Memory of: _______________________ ___________________
In Love for: _________________________ _________________
Qty 6 “ Red ______

Qty 6 “ White ______

Pick up _______

or

Qty 6 “ Marble

Donate ________

If you have any questions, please contact Sharon Argue at 215-538-2856 or email her at
slargue1086@verizon.net. Thank you.
*You can leave a detailed message or email Sharon at the above email address with the order
instructions and then send payment in the mail.

St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
110 N. Sixth Street
Perkasie PA 18944
Return Service Requested

Time Sensitive Materials
Mailed:
Please visit our website at
www.thessperkasie.org
for the latest information from St. Stephen’s UCC.
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