Bethany Presbyterian Church, Johnstown, PA

MORNING WORSHIP

March 17th, 2024  5th Sunday in Lent
Lenten Candle Lighting Liturgy: Fire

CALL TO WORSHIP** 
L: This is the day God has promised: the day of the new covenant.
P: We are here, because our hearts are filled with love for our God.
L: No longer carved on cold stone, this covenant is engraved on our hearts.
P: Our hearts are open so God's Word can shape us.
L: We will reach out to our neighbors, our friends and family, even to strangers.
P: Our hearts are ready to serve God and all of God's people.
HYMN  
“Lift High the Cross”

#304
CALL TO RECONCILIATION**
L: If we would see Jesus, we must open our eyes to the ways we have not followed him as disciples.  If we want God to create new hearts within us, we must speak of the old ways in which we continue to live.  If we seek God's mercy, we must confess all that keeps us from living as God's children.  Join me, as we come to the One who will forgive us.

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION**
ALL:  O Heart which seeks our own:  we yearn for your presence in our lives, yet turn away from you time and again.  We want to serve others, but become obsessed with our own desires.  We need your Word to fill our emptiness, yet let it be silenced by the noise of our world.  Our hearts are clogged with the foolishness of our lives, and often struggle to beat in rhythm with your own.
 In this silence, and in the depths of our hidden souls, come to us and make us whole, Steadfast Love.  Write grace upon our hearts, so we might be more forgiving people; write mercy on our hearts, so we might become more welcoming people; write hospitality upon our hearts that we might become more like Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, who came for all people, even us.
SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDON**
L: A new heart, a generous spirit, a fresh start: these are the gifts our God gives to us.
P: Through Christ, we are cleansed; through Christ, we are healed; through Christ, we become new people.  
L: Friends, Believe the Good News

ALL:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen

GLORIA PATRI



#623
CHURCH NEWS
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
(Please greet your neighbor by saying, “The Peace of Christ be With You.”)

REDEDICATION OF SELF AND SUBSTANCE


Offertory


Doxology



#625

Prayer of Dedication**
As you write upon our hearts, soften them with your compassion.  As you soften them, open us to the needs of those close to us, as well as those in every corner of your world.  As you open us to the hurts and heartaches of your children, give us the grace to be as generous with our gifts as you are in blessing us.  Take these gifts and use them to share peace, love, grace, and joy with all of your people.  In Jesus' name, we pray.  Amen.
LESSONS FROM THE SCRIPTURES
First Lesson

Jeremiah 31:31-34


p.680
Second Lesson
Hebrews 5:5-10


p.1046
Gospel Lesson
John 12:20-33


p.936

MESSAGE   

Denise Ann Todero, CRE
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – The Apostle’s Creed


HYMN

“The Old Rugged Cross”


#186
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

L: Hear our prayers, O Lord. 
P: And let our cry come unto Thee.

L: Let us bless the Lord! 
P: Thanks be to God.

PASTORAL PRAYER ANDTHE LORD’S PRAYER
HYMN

"Nearer, My God, To Thee"   

#393
BENEDICTION/SENDING**
L: God sends us forth as people of the covenant.
P: Our hearts are filled with compassion which we will share with others.
L: Jesus call us to share hope with all we meet.
P: Our hands will bring food for the hungry and build shelters for the homeless.
L:The Spirit of hospitality is engraved upon our spirits.
P: We will welcome everyone we meet with the grace which is written large upon our hearts.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  
“God Be With You”  #602
** © Rev. Thom Shuman

Lenten Candle Lighting Liturgy – Rev. Mindi

ORGANISTS: John Griffin and Elaine Bilger
COMMISSIONED PASTOR: Denise Ann Todero

WORSHIP LEADER: Brenda Molnar
You will never know that Jesus is all you need until Jesus is all you have got………..Mother Teresa

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *

The meaning of sacrifice is the deliberate giving of the best I have to God that He may make it His and mine for ever:  if I cling to it, I lose it, and so does God………….Oswald Chambers
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