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1. Fundamental Orders of Connecticut:
· Granted individual rights and was the first written constitution in the colonies

2. Virginia House of Burgesses:
· It was the first elected legislative body in the New World

3. Mayflower Compact:
· Established a self-governing colony based on the majority rule of the church members. Democratic form of government

4. Trial of Peter Zenger:
· In 1735, John Peter Zenger was tried for libel in NYC

· Zenger had written articles criticizing the governor of New York

· freedom of the press, was later reaffirmed in the First Amendment 

5. Navigation Acts:
· Colonies were to export goods only to Britain

· Colonists pay taxes at British ports on goods from Europe

6. Thomas Paine’s Common Sense:
· Written to support the idea of declaring independence from Great Britain

7. Declaration of Independence:
· Jefferson based his ideas on those of John Locke

· “All men are created equal” 

· “are endowed by their creator with certain unalienable rights”

· “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness

8. Articles of Confederation:
· framework for a new government in 1781

· Congress: one-house legislature with delegates from the thirteen states with one vote. 

· Weak form of government where states have the power and not the federal government
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