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LED headlights, mag wheels, neon and more

are {inding a home on Segways

of Wilmington, Mass-
E.d ew camera
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monitor, hotn a

utfit his Segway E-167 with
nd e headlights among othe

Take that, tuners

By Chuck Green
Speclal to the Tribune

What do you gl.-t when you
crossa ™ * with a Segway
Personal

A customized Segway, of
course.

Stanley Dobrowski couldn't

htpmmulmnshlamnhlna
shortly after he bought i in 2003,
:j&frst vehicle he has tinkered

“When I first got it, ] was like,
“I'm not going to touch it. I'm go-
mgtomli.shmdmxitmrydny
and take care of it." That lasted
about three months ten T starl-

ed fiddling with it. T'm a tinkerer
by nature, so [ think it was inevi-

systems,

“Tused Segway's for a whils,
but the bulb burned out and they
were expensive, so I decided to
make my own out of LEDs.”

Dobrowski then added a trail-
er hitch he built and an Amish-
mndownilurhuhurﬂonthnh

\ﬂlyutmilw‘."'wtqdopennla
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leagues

N
Jim Mateja

fter being the small kid in the
Anmmlimupmrm years, the
compact Santa Fesport-utility
Ihas growm up.

‘Tueson will hold down the compact seg-
ment as the 2007 Santa Fe moves into the
midsize segment.

And in March, after a January debut
at the Detrolt Auto Show, the Vera Cruz
goes on sale. [t's slightly Jonger than Santa
Feand willbe huilt in South Korea togive
Hyundai atrio of sport-utes,

Santa Fe is the first Hyundai vehicle
designed at its studio in Irvine, Calif. It is
h.l-ﬂt 1 1 ﬂ'hl CE 0, 4 A ‘t
Hyundai's 15, assembiy plant in Alabama.

With Santa Fe and Sonata, Hyundal'sgoal
s to produce in the 1S, atlsast half of the
vehicles It sells here. Hyundal will sell about
400,000 vehicles in the US. this year, and Ala-

bama can assemble about 300,000,

Santa Fe isoffered in base GLS, SE and Lim-
fted versions with a choice of front-wheel-or
optional ($2,000) all- whuel-drlw.‘b\btemdﬂnm

of-the-line Limited with FWD.

Santa Fe borrows the front-end treatment from r.hu
HCDA Talus concept on this year’s auto-show ¢lreuit.
mmmwnmmmhwwmm
in]emh 2inches inwidth and 1 inch in helght.

Hmmmofﬁsranopﬂnulmrd—mm
h&mﬁ:ﬁt&ut&wm\-ahﬂa}md

However, vou get lots of eargo room H:amuu']—
TOW seat or a third seat and just a little space in back. The
cholos is yours—add §1,200 for the seat.

Inside, there's lots of space toflail arms and head in the
front or second row, but second row knee room isa tad

unless yourecline the seat backs. That takes the
knves back away from thefront seats.

The front seats are soft, but side bolsters designed to
m%h inplaeumslmrpmrmorturmmnmlvln—

the pedal in such maneuvers.

SUNDA’

Emmpmm&mhu-bmcm with
the same 2.7-liter V-6from the previous version, but with
variable valve timing to deliver 185  up from
170. It als offers betier mileage, 21 m.p.g. city/26 m.p.g.
highway, up from 18/25,

The SE and Limited offer a new 3.3 liter; 242-h
npmmhmdsswermnvawndm
even larger 3.8-liter

The2.7 comes udﬂmﬁ-qpoedmnm.lwmdauw
matic, the 3.3 with a 5speed automatic with Shiftronicfor
manual mode shifting.

Thed3israted at 19/24, upﬂuml'ifzsﬁ:riha&.ﬁ-mw

ite producing 42 mm
larger Santa Feisn'ta sveadster bt it's far more
llwlyuﬂ’ the line and into the passing lane than its prede-

tnmuunmdmmtmgim,messmummm
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[ 5
WHEELBASE: 106.3 Inches
LEWGTH: 184.1 inches

ENGINE 3.3-(kur, 242-h p. V-6
TRANSMISSION: 5-speed automati

19 M

HIGHWAY
PLUSES
!ng« quieter, peppies.
Optional three rows of seats.

i

MINUSES
Knee room in second row.

i NSI D [ Car buffs Lhng to an early alt-fuel. STanm, pace 3 |- Lét us recommmd a car to ﬁt your lifestyle. seanc cans.com
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climb mountainag" ho laughod,

Monintaneg azide, his decision had mor
with the fact that he ollen uses the Seg
commute to work—a §%-mile round trif
neaded space for supplies. “T luke it to
when 1 don't have errands and the w
cooperales.”

Theugh he doesn'tuse the trailer moch
s Licnes i lies to carry things that don’
his backpack, “llke my computer and
cage.”

Carfa Vallone, coommmications mame
Segway Inc., said thai lhrough Septambo;
23500 of the personal bransporisrs hac
sold. About 2 percent are sold to the pul
enrity and lrst-responder sector, wha o
e them with Higlits, bags, sivens and logo
er than that, it's gifficult to gange how
personnlization goes on.

Headlights and trailers are not all th:
way owners add, said Stovn Stelnberg, ap
with California-based Segway of Oakl
fullservice Segway IFT deoler that prod
mumber of specialized aceessories, Tin
rims are anpther cxamplo,

“People formd oul tire size could =
chunge the speed of the Segway and (m
travel several miles an howr faster Tt's 1l
car, I you change the e size, (he speed
izn't accurale anymore. With a taller ti
the smne epam., bul you cover more dist

An unmodifiod Segway has o top speed
m.ph The Segway 12 model ridos on )
tires and the x2 uscd 21 inchers, *Wedon
onunend that customers modify the t)
their Segway P1s,” Vallons said.

Wilmington, Mnss., renident Koyl Suge
more practical. He used his expertise a

enpinenr to intograde his cont
an E-167. He added wiring for arearviewc
and monitor, Lphts and & horn,

“All the original models bave a contro
that goes Inlo the [vonl, where there's |
plastic control on the handle bar with cit
Ansshile the hied plastie sholl,” he sabd.

Sapal, who also owns an 12 model, bro
the plastle shell aid idded seven mtlero 8
es with "some push budtons fo all the coni
my Nahts and different herns on my K.
inside the Segway as opposed Lo exposing
on (e oulside H's n cleaner lonk and mo
to the original look of the machine, ™

Sagnl said his hondiwork s safe bud |
ably would void the faclory warranty, whi
already expived on his B-167.

On the i, he wided lighis controlled ti-
his own wiring nnd chrome spinners. “1p
chrome spinners on a 35,000 device, an
more tallc about them than anything clsc

Hawaver, he won't spin oot of contre
customizing. “Part of my abjoctive is to
nal have it obvious thot they re modil
avoid the “bolted on™ lonk.

Dobrowsk] takes a similar view. "Theli
Segway's minimallst approach, where
more. So my modifications don’'t imps
1ok and feel of the machine much. 1 wiu
look as close to factory as possible”

He did, howaver, add undorcarriage
which draws the most attestion. “When 1
g down siyest al night and the lights shi
boltom of thing like & hot rod cnmwi@
and ean see i rom guite a ways eh
muore visibility at night because I'm righ!

ouldey of road and 1 fguve more chanc
has of seaing me the better™

Dobrowski also plans @ new paint job
though he's at n lose on color, “I'm go
bring my danghter, who has good eye (o)
fo the paint store and see what shoe sugie:
leaning toward oramgn or blue. 'ma good
ar, but Tdon't have a good eve for color™

At the same tme, he's huproving the
ometer “I'm putting wheel sensors o
wheoel, so 1'll be able to sense with a Jitt
puter module the tp.m. of each whoel a6
m.p.h. of each of the two wheels”

Why? “No real reason.”

Karl Saaal of Wilmin Mass,, affixes &
to his Segway to it more of a workl

AMAAT MAMARANMED AMD Foes =
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