April 2017

Issue 2017—04

ENCINO OAKS

TRUMPETER

EncinoOaksRWF.org
President: Janet Price

2016 Diamond Winner

818-981-8975

PRESIDENT TRUMP TWEETED ABOUT OUR
APRIL SPEAKER—NICK ADAMS!

EORWF.Trumpeter@gmail.com

Submitted by Karen Brewster, 1st VP / Programs Chair.

Editor: Natalie Medvedev
Membership: Maria Michel
818-501-3898

April Meeting
Nick Adams
Sportsmen’s Lodge
12833 Ventura Blvd.
Studio City, 91604

Wednesday, April 12th
10:30am—Check-in begins
$40 per person
Reservations must be received by

April 7th, 2017
For reservations, please call:
Ellie Runken
(818) 785-9517
or EORWF.res@gmail.com
No-shows will be billed. Walk-ins
will be charged an extra $10.
Lunch Selections:
-Tri-tip w/ mushroom sauce
-Salmon w/ citrus sauce
-Vegetable lasagna
Table of Contents:
Program……………………………………1
President’s Message……….....………..2
Americanism……………………………..2
Save the Date……..……………………..3
Reading Room…………………………...3
Executive Committee.....………………3
Membership……………………………...4
Service Hours………….………………...5
Opposition Research.…………………..6
Member’s Corner………………….…….7
Judicial Watch…………………………..8

In April, we will be having renowned speaker, Nick
Adams. He is a legal immigrant from Australia and loves
this country so much! He is a
young and outspoken
conservative, as well as a best
selling author, speaker and
political commentator.
Nick is the founder and
executive director of the
Foundation for Liberty and
American Greatness (FLAG), an organization dedicated
to promoting American exceptionalism and combating
anti-Americanism.
President Trump tweeted this: “Nick
Adams new book, Green Card Warrior,
is a must read. The merit-based system
is the way to go. Canada, Australia!
@foxandfriends”.
Since the President’s tweet, Amazon
book sales have shot through the roof,
catapulting Green Card Warrior to the
Top 100 in book sales. Nick has been
on Fox News, CNN and Fox Business’s “Mornings with
Maria”, Lou Dobbs, and Stuart Varney, as well as Good
Morning America, Good Morning Britain, and The Glenn
Beck Program.
We are so lucky to have gotten Nick before President
Trump tweeted about his book!
Don’t miss this one!!
See you in April.
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AMERICANISM
Submitted by
Maria Michel, 2nd VP

"One single object ...
[will merit] the endless gratitude of the
society: that of
restraining the judges
from usurping
legislation."
—Thomas Jefferson
"The policy or
advantage of
[immigration] taking
place in a body (I
mean the settling of
them in a body) may
be much questioned;
for, by so doing, they
retain the language,
habits, and principles
good or bad which
they bring with them.
Whereas by an
intermixture with our
people, they, or their
descendants, get
assimilated to our
customs, measures,
and laws: in a word,
soon become one
people."
—George Washington
"[T]o preserve the
republican form and
principles of our
Constitution and
cleave to the salutary
distribution of powers
which that [the
Constitution] has
established ... are the
two sheet anchors of
our Union. If driven
from either, we shall
be in danger of
foundering." —
Thomas Jefferson
"[T]he true key for the
construction of everything doubtful in a
law is the intention of
the law-makers."
—Thomas Jefferson

FROM THE DESK OF PRESIDENT JANET PRICE
It was fitting that our Saint Patrick’s Day luncheon featured President
Reagan’s longtime executive assistant, Peggy Grande. As we all know,
March 17th was one of Ronald Reagan’s favorite holidays and he wore
his Irish roots proudly! He even had the pub he frequented in Ireland
shipped here, which can now be visited at the Reagan Library!
Peggy spoke of her ten years as his personal assistant with great
fondness, even reverence. Her behind-the-scenes stories were
mesmerizing and we soon felt the intimate privilege of reliving her daily
life in the office with America’s Greatest President.
In short, Peggy was GRAND!
In April, we will welcome another proud “immigrant”, this time from the
Land Down Under, Australia. If you are a Fox News devotee as I am,
you have no doubt seen Nick Adams on several recent television shows.
His own personal story is compelling, but hearing him tell it in person is
profoundly impacting! His many accomplishments belie his young
years, but Nick’s boundless energy and focus of purpose help explain it.
Be sure to bring friends, and together enjoy this rare opportunity to
hear Nick Adams!
For people of faith, this is a meaningful season as we approach both
Passover and Easter. No matter which you celebrate, this is our
opportunity to not only reflect, but to walk out our faith into a dark
world. The world may be chaotic around us, but instead of telling God
how big the storm is, let’s tell the
storm how big our God is!!
Happy Easter! Happy Passover!
With love and blessings,

Janet
EORWF President

DISCLAIMER: ENCINO OAKS RWF RESPECTS THE OPINIONS OF ALL HER MEMBERS
AND FRIENDS. WE ALLOW FOR THE FREE EXPRESSION IN THE MARKETPLACE OF
IDEAS AND WE ENCOURAGE HEARTY DEBATE AND CIVIL DISCUSSION.
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SAVE THE DATE—MAY’S FASHION SHOW FUNDRAISER
Submitted by Rosemary Costello, Ways and Means Co-Chair.

SPRING FLING is the theme of our
MAY 10TH
fashion show fundraiser.
Get your relatives, friends and neighbors
to come and have fun!
We will have fashions by JANA in Studio City.
Invitations will be mailed April 1st, so please be on the lookout.
Tickets will be $55, and you know it will be an event to remember!

READING ROOM
Submitted by June Diane Swanson.

Ladies, these are some books for you to choose from, ones you won’t be able to put down once you
start. Hope you will be able to enjoy one or two of them!
Old School by Bill O’Reilly
and Bruce Feirstein
In Trump We Trust by Ann Coulter
Portraits of Courage
by George W. Bush
Wholly Different by Nonie Darwish
Cop Under Fire by Sheriff David A. Clarke, Jr.

2017 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
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1st VP (Program)
2nd VP (Membership)
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Newsletter Editor
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Reservations Secretary
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Caring for America
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MEMBERSHIP
Submitted by Maria Michel, 2nd Vice President/Membership.

Ladies,
Renewals have crawled to a standstill. Because this is a National Convention year, we have until
next month to get as many into the fold as possible. Be prepared for phone calls to those of you
who have not yet sent in your dues for this year. We have a few ladies who have renewed this
month. They are:
Marie Aboularage
Louise Arnerich
Gloria Blackman Margaret Boxwell
Jeanette De Blasi
Marilyn Mathers
Marineh Martayan
Sylva Martayan
Ann Marie Sinclair
We also have three new members who we wish to give a big welcome aboard to. They are:
Ginger Chenier
Nancy Clark
Dorothy Henry
Thanks to all who have joined since the last meeting. You are making my
job easier.
Until next month……………Maria

2017 EORWF MEMBERSHIP FORM (please print)
Make checks payable to EORWF. Regular Membership - $40; Associate Membership $20
Student Membership - $15

Name: _____________________________________________________________________
Address/City/Zip: _________________________________________________________
Home Phone: ______________________________________________________________
Cell/Home Phone: _________________________________________________________
Email: _____________________________________________________________________
Associate Club Name (if already member of Federation): __________________________
Mail Membership form and check to: Maria Michel, 4544 Longridge Ave.,
Sherman Oaks, CA 91423.
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AWARDS
Submitted by Marianne Raia, Awards.

Hi ladies,
Keep sending in those volunteer hours. Let’s make 2017 another record-breaking
year for Encino Oaks. You all made EORWF a Diamond Award winner in 2016, so
cheers to all your hard work! We know Encino Oaks
will be winning many more ribbons and awards
because many of our members are involved in nonprofits and service
organizations. Don’t forget those volunteer hours count, too! Bring
in your hours to the next luncheon or mail in the form below.
Best wishes,
Marianne
Mail completed forms to: 4721 Ambrose Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90027.
or bring your completed form to the next meeting.

2017 VOLUNTEER HOURS FORM (please print)
Name: ________________________________________________________________
Circle Month Covered (ONLY ONE) Note: You should print a separate form for
JAN

FEB

MAR

each month you submit hours.
APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP

POLITICAL SERVICE

HOURS

OCT

NOV

COMMUNITY SERVICE

Voter Registration

Church/Temple

Work at a Republican HQ

Operation Gratitude

Work at Polls (election day)

Police/VST

Walk Precinct

Neighborhood Council

Phone Bank (other than HQ)

Schools

Distrib. of Campaign Literature

Senior Center

LA County Fair Booth

Hospitals

Republican Fundraiser

Non-Profit Organizations

Attend LACFRW Meeting

Other

Attend CFRW So. Div. Meeting

Federation Conventions
Miscellaneous
Sub-total Hours

Sub-total Hours
Total Hours This Period

DEC

HOURS

Page 6

OPPOSITION RESEARCH
Submitted by Natalie Medvedev, Editor. Source: The Patriot Post.

Larry Elder: "Because of regulations, the supply of doctors has been artificially limited. Economist Milton
Friedman once compared the American Medical Association to a medieval guild that shuts out would-be
practitioners and artificially protects the wages of doctors. ... This is the argument Republicans should be
making. The true replacement plan should be loosening regulations that prevent would-be doctors from
entering the field, and prevent less-schooled and less-credentialed paraprofessionals from doing things that
only licensed doctors can now do. We train battlefield medics in Iraq and Afghanistan to deal with battlefield
trauma, saving countless lives. The Oscar-nominated film 'Hacksaw Ridge' depicted the true story of a medic
with aspirations of becoming a doctor, whom the army trained to treat battlefield injuries. But that man, had
he returned stateside and tried to set up a practice to treat victims of urban gun violence, would have been
guilty of practicing medicine without a license. We advise developing countries to follow the well-worn path
to prosperity — free markets, free trade, rule of law and property rights. Yet when it comes to nearly
one-seventh of our economy— health care — we ignore our own advice. For health care, we don't write
ourselves the proper prescription." [3/9/17]
Wesleyan University recently released a study it conducted on the two presidential candidates' campaigns.
Researchers compared each candidate's percentage of discussions that were policy based versus personally
focused, and the results proved to be rather surprising given the popular public perception of each
candidate. The study found that, by a significant margin, Donald Trump was the candidate most inclined to
speak on policy issues, whereas Hillary Clinton spent far less time on policy and much more on both her
and her opponent's personality or "qualifications." Some $845 million was spent on campaign ads, with
Clinton spending nearly two-thirds more than Trump. Hillary's ads primarily focused on two things:
exploiting Trump's many cringe-worthy comments and attempting to humanize her own image. This study,
as with the gender switching presidential debate exercise, continue to expose just how bad a candidate
Hillary proved to be. While the Leftmedia and Democrats continue to play up the unsubstantiated Russian
interference as the main reason for Clinton's defeat, once again the reality is that Hillary was a highly
compromised and unlikeable candidate. She offered nothing new or inspiring to the American people, only
more of the failing status quo. The truth is Hillary was never the most qualified person to ever run for the
presidency, but she may have been one of the most distrusted and disliked. [3/9/17]
Despite Judge Neil Gorsuch's stellar performance at this week's confirmation hearings, anxious Democrat
obstructionists are pulling out all the stops in a futile effort to spoil his confirmation. Part of the reason
revolves around bitterness over Merrick Garland (Barack Obama's flunked nominee). But the biggest reason
has to do with Gorsuch's originalist jurisprudence, which is antithetical to the ideology espoused by "living
constitutionalists" on the Left. No one has worked harder to politicize the hearings than Senate Minority
Leader Chuck Schumer, a career judicial saboteur whom the Washington Examiner correctly opines is "the
best reminder that we need more judges like Gorsuch." Schumer announced that he will lead a filibuster of
Gorsuch, because he "was unable to sufficiently convince me that he'd be an independent check" on Donald
Trump. That's after Schumer floated the idea of ensnaring Gorsuch in the Left's "Russia hacked the election"
narrative. According to Schumer, "It is unseemly to be moving forward so fast on confirming a Supreme
Court justice with a lifetime appointment while this big gray cloud of an FBI investigation hangs over the
presidency." Sen. Elizabeth Warren is echoing this ploy: "Neil Gorsuch is up for a lifetime appointment to the
Supreme Court from a President whose campaign is under FBI investigation." Yet you have to wonder who's
really calling the shots. Democrat leaders are taking orders — or at least taking cues — from radical
organizations like NARAL Pro-Choice America, whose president, Ilyse Hogue, is urging that lawmakers "delay
hearings on Neil Gorsuch's nomination while the president is under an active FBI investigation. Short of
that, Senate Democrats must filibuster this nomination." The organization previously joined 54 others in
cosigning a March 14 Senate letter that states, "We implore senators to do everything necessary to block this
nomination." Memo to Republicans: Don't fall for it. Don't even think about delaying the confirmation vote.
Democrats will play politics with whomever is nominated. Don't let abortion advocates dictate who will
replace Justice Antonin Scalia. This week, Sen. Dianne Feinstein lectured Gorsuch by absurdly asserting
Roe v. Wade established a "super precedent." The only super precedent is the Constitution. And as for
Russia, Democrats are using that narrative to delegitimize Donald Trump. Meanwhile, perhaps most of those
who voted for Trump did so because of the Supreme Court. So don't miss the irony of the two things
converging here. [3/23/17]
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PICTURES FROM OUR MARCH MEETING WITH PEGGY GRANDE
Submitted by President Janet Price and 3rd VP Rita Medvedev.

MEMBER’S CORNER
Submitted by Pamela Franklin, member of EORWF.

LOYALTY
A forgotten word in the Republican Congress!
The Republicans own the House, the Senate, and the White House, and still the AHCA Bill failed to pass.
There are too many fractions, such as the Freedom group, the Tea Party, and indeed some Republican establishment folk who have wanted Trump to fail from the very beginning, and put themselves first and left President Trump with his first bill going under. Loyalty at it's best. I am so angry with these obstructionists.
The AFC Bill has now been pulled without knowing when it will return for consideration.
President Trump with this behind him will now concentrate on other promises he made to the American people, such as tax reform, the Keystone pipeline and most importantly immigration. The "Art of the deal" eluded Trump in this particular instance.

If these obstructionists feel proud of themselves, they truly are the only ones. This is no way to treat your
President with his first bill and give him a loss!!
I truly believe a bill will be passed, hopefully, a better crafted one. This bill was
put forward with too much haste and should never have been the first bill when
there are so many other bills that would have passed more easily.
The old saying, “UNITED WE STAND, DIVIDED WE FALL”. Take heed all you
Republicans in Congress!
Pamela Franklin
The above are my personal opinions and not the opinions of EORWF.
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JUDICIAL WATCH—CORRUPTION CHRONICLES
Submitted by Natalie Medvedev, Editor. Source: Judicial Watch.

While the Trump administration focuses on securing the southern border, most illegal immigrants enter
the United States legally and stay after their visa expires, a new study reveals. That’s because, incredibly,
the U.S. doesn’t have an adequate system to assure the foreigners leave when they’re supposed to. This
has been a serious problem for years and in fact some of the 9/11 hijackers overstayed their visa to plan
the worst terrorist attack on U.S. soil. More than a decade and a half later little has changed. Securing the
famously porous southern border is essential to national security but so is a reliable system that cracks
down on visa overstays.
How bad is the problem? More than half of the undocumented people living in the U.S. entered the
country with visas that expired, according to a report issued this month by a New York-based think tank
dedicated to studying international migration. The study analyzes Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) statistics from 2014 and finds that two-thirds of foreigners who arrived did not cross the border
illegally, but rather were admitted on non-immigrant temporary visas and overstayed their period of
admission or otherwise violated the terms of their visas. “Overstays accounted for about two-thirds (66
percent) of those who arrived (i.e., joined the undocumented population) in 2014,” the report states.
Visa overstays exceeded illegal border crossings, Entries Without Inspection (EWI), every year since 2007,
the report says, and 600,000 more overstays than EWIs have arrived since 2007. Most illegal immigrants
in the U.S. come from Mexico, the DHS figures used to compile the report show, about one-third of them
visa overstays. This translates into 4.5 million visa overstays from Mexico in the year that was studied.
California has the largest number of overstays (890,000), followed by New York (520,000), Texas (475,000),
and Florida (435,000). Not surprisingly, California and Texas have the biggest chunk of illegal border
crossers from Mexico, with 1.7 million and 1.3 million respectively. Other states, such as Hawaii,
Massachusetts, Connecticut and Pennsylvania, also have large numbers of visa overstays, the report
states.
The study was actually published to make a case against building a wall on the U.S.-Mexico border, but in
the process highlights the visa overstay crisis which compromises national security just as much as the
porous border. Judicial Watch has reported on both for years and obtained public records that help
illustrate the severity of the matter. The bottom line is that Islamic terrorists are using both avenues to
enter the U.S. As part of an ongoing investigation on the Mexican border, Judicial Watch has published
a series of articles documenting how Middle Eastern terrorists have joined forces with Mexican drug
cartels to infiltrate the U.S. and train in southern border towns near American cities. Sources include
local, state and federal law enforcement officials as well as military figures on both sides of the border.
The threat created by visa overstays has also been well documented. Just last year Judicial Watch
obtained DHS figures showing that more than half a million foreigners with expired visas—like four of the
9/11 jihadists—remained in the country, thousands of them from terrorist nations like Pakistan, Iraq,
Yemen, Libya and Syria. More than 45,000 Mexicans overstayed their visa, according to the DHS records,
and thousands more from El Salvador, Ecuador, Venezuela and China. The visas are granted for “business
or pleasure” and the foreigners come via sea or air port of entry. For nearly a decade a number of federal
audits have offered the alarming figures associated with visa overstays, including one released back in
2011 that estimates half of the nation’s illegal immigrants entered legally with visas.
A few years after the 2001 terrorist attacks Congress launched a system that was supposed to track the
entry and exit of foreign nationals by using electronically scanned fingerprints and photographs. But five
years and $1 billion later, the system, U.S. Visitor and Immigration Status Indicator Technology (US
VISIT), still had serious flaws. A few years later the investigative arm of Congress, the Government
Accountability Office (GAO), published a report confirming that nearly half of the nation’s illegal aliens
entered the U.S. legally and overstayed their visas undetected. In the years that followed the government
did little to improve what has developed into a dire national security disaster. In 2011 yet another federal
audit confirmed that the U.S. had lost track of millions who overstayed their visas and two years later the
crisis intensified when DHS lost track of 266 dangerous foreigners with expired visas. The government
determined that they “could pose a national security or public safety concerns,” according to the director
of Homeland Security and Justice at the GAO.

Page 9
PRESIDENT
Donald John Trump (R)
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington DC, 20500
(202) 456-1414
(202) 456-1111 (comments)
(202) 456-2461 (fax)
president@whitehouse.gov
US SENATE
Dianne Feinstein (D)
331 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington DC, 20510
(202) 224-3841
(202) 228-3954 (fax)
11111 Santa Monica Blvd.,
#951
Los Angeles, CA 90025
senator@feinstein.senate.gov
Kamala D. Harris (D)
112 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington DC, 20510
(202) 224-3553
(202)224-2200 (fax)
312 N. Spring St., #1748
Los Angeles , CA 90012
senator@harris.senate.gov
Governor Jerry Brown (D)
State Capitol Building #1173
Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 445-2841
(916) 558-3160 (fax)
governor@governor.ca.gov
LA MAYOR
Eric Garcetti (D)
200 N. Spring St.
Los Angeles, CA 90012
(213) 978-0600
mayor.garcetti@lacity.org
For your Congressman, go
to http://www.house.gov/
representatives/

US CONGRESS
25TH DISTRICT
Steve Knight (R)
1008 W Avenue M-14, #E
Palmdale, CA 93551
(661) 441-0320
https://knight.house.gov/
30TH DISTRICT
Brad Sherman (D)
5000 Van Nuys Blvd., #420
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403
)818) 501-9200
818-501-1554 (fax)
http://
bradsherman.house.gov/
33RD DISTRICT
Ted Lieu (D)
5055 Wilshire Blvd., #310
Los Angeles, CA 90036
(310) 652-3095
(323) 655-0502 (fax)
http://lieu.house.gov/

To find your State
Assemblymember and your
State Senator go to
http://find
yourrep.legislature.ca.gov/
STATE SENATE
27TH DISTRICT
Henry Stern (D)
5016 N. Parkway Calabasas,
#222
Calabasas, CA 91302
(818) 876-3352
818-876-0802 (fax)
http://sd27.senate.ca.gov/
18TH DISTRICT
Robert M. Hertzberg
6150 Van Nuys Blvd., #400
Van Nuys, CA 91401
(818) 901-5588
(818) 901-5562 (fax)
http://sd18.senate.ca.gov/

STATE ASSEMBLY
45TH DISTRICT
Matt Dababneh (D)
6150 Van Nuys Blvd., #306
Van Nuys, CA 91401
(818) 904-3840
http://asmdc.org/
members/a45/

For your local City Council
official, go to
http://www.lacity.org/
government/
ElectedOfficialOffices/
CityCouncil/
CouncilDirectory/
index.htm?laCategory=1820

46TH DISTRICT
Adrin Nazarian
6150 Van Nuys Blvd., #300
Van Nuys, CA 91401
(818) 376-4246
818-376-4252 (fax)
http://asmdc.org/
members/a46/

NATIONAL FEDERATION
OF REPUBLICAN WOMEN
http://www.nfrw.org/

50TH DISTRICT
Richard Bloom
2800 28th St., #150
Santa Monica, CA 90405
(310) 450-0041
310-450-6090 (fax)
http://asmdc.org/
members/a50/

CALIFORNIA FEDERATION
OF REPUBLICAN WOMEN
http://www.cfrw.org/
CFRW SOUTHERN
DIVISION
http://www.cfrw
southerndivision.org/
LOS ANGELES COUNTY
FEDERATION OF
REPUBLICAN WOMEN
http://www.lacfrw.org/

REPUBLICAN PARTY OF
LOS ANGELES COUNTY
http://www.lagop.org/
CALIFORNIA REPUBLICAN
PARTY
http://cagop.org
REPUBLICAN NATIONAL
COMMITTEE
http://www.gop.com/
NATIONAL REPUBLICAN
SENATORIAL COMMITTEE
http://www.nrsc.org/
NATIONAL REPUBLICAN
CONGRESSIONAL
COMMITTEE
http://www.nrcc.org/
NATIONAL BLACK
REPUBLICAN
ASSOCIATION
http://www.nbra.info/
The HISTORY of the
National Federation
http://nfrw.org/aboutnfrw/
history/history.htm
The MISSION of the
California Federation of Republican Women
http://www.cfrw.org/
index.cfm/objectives.htm
Learn the DIFFERENCE
between Republicans and
Democrats
http://cagop.org/inner.asp?
z=585A
Read the Republican Party
PLATFORM
http://www.gop.com/2012republican-platform_home/
Our RNC women
http://rncwomen.com/

SPECIAL FEATURE

THE MOST DANGEROUS ADDICTION OF THEM ALL: ENTITLEMENTS
By Dennis Prager, March 21, 2017. Originally posted on Townhall.com.

All addictions — whether to drugs, alcohol, gambling, sex or cigarettes — are very hard to escape.
There is one addiction, however, that may be more difficult than any other to escape, in part because it is not even regarded as an addiction. It is entitlements addiction, the addiction to getting
something for nothing. One indication as to the power of entitlements addiction is the fact that
while great numbers of people have voluntarily given up drugs, alcohol, gambling, etc. — almost
always at great pain — few give up an addiction to entitlements. For the majority of able-bodied
people who get cash payments, food stamps, subsidized housing, free or subsidized health insurance, and other welfare benefits, the thought of giving up any one of those and beginning to pay
for them with their own earned money is as hard as giving up alcohol is for an alcoholic.
Politicians know this, which is why it is close to impossible to ever reduce entitlements. And, of
course, the left knows this, which is why the left almost always wins a debate over entitlements.
Every American who is the beneficiary of an entitlement backs them, and many who are not beneficiaries of entitlements would like to be. Aside from ideology, this is why the left constantly seeks
to increase entitlements. The more people receiving government benefits, the more people vote left.
In this sense, the left in every country — in America, the Democratic Party — should literally be
regarded as a drug dealer. Virtually every American given a free benefit becomes an addict who relies more and more on his dealer, which is exactly what the left seeks. As noted at the outset, one
reason entitlements addiction is so powerful is unlike other addictions, it is not regarded as an addiction. As a result, few entitlement addicts see themselves as addicted. Why, then, would any of
them seek treatment? To the entitlement addict, receiving entitlements is as natural and uncontroversial as breathing air. Air is free, and so are entitlements. Another reason entitlements addiction
is unique among addictions is that very few drug, alcohol or gambling addicts believe that they are
owed drugs, alcohol or their gambling debts. Entitlement addicts, on the other hand, believe that
society owes them every entitlement they receive — and often more. The very word “entitlement”
conveys the message that the recipient has a right to the benefits. So there is a moral component
for entitlement addicts that does not exist among other addicts (except for opioid dependents, who
are in pain; these patients really are owed painkillers, and society is immoral for not allowing them
to receive them). Not only do entitlement addicts believe there is moral virtue to their addiction but
so do a vast number of non-addicts known as progressives. They believe that there is a moral imperative to give people more and more entitlements. This, in turn, feeds the moral self-image of
those dependent on entitlements. Yet another reason for the uniqueness of entitlements addiction
is it ultimately does more damage to society than any other addiction. Other addicts can ruin their
own lives and those of loved ones, and drunk drivers kill and maim people. But society as a whole
can survive their addictions. That is not the case with entitlement addicts. The more people who
receive and come to depend on entitlements, the sooner society will collapse economically. Society
does not directly pay for drug addicts’ drugs, alcoholics’ alcohol or gamblers’ gambling debts, but it
pays every penny for entitlement addicts’ addiction. In fact, the current U.S. national debt is about
equal to the reported $22 trillion this country has spent on entitlement programs in the last 50
years. When you combine the addiction and selfishness of many (certainly not all) of those who are
dependent on entitlements (including middle- and upper-class Americans who receive a home
mortgage deduction); the tendency for the addiction to grow from one generation to the next; the
dependence of one of the two major political parties on the votes of those who receive entitlements
for the party’s very existence; and the belief of tens of millions of non-addicted progressives that
society is morally obligated to give more and more people more and more entitlements, it becomes
very difficult to see a solution. In the meantime, the entitlement state in every country is failing,
forcing them to bring in tens of millions of migrants — many of whom share none of the countries’
values — to keep the entitlement state alive. This addiction ultimately ruins the character of many
of its recipients, the economy of all the countries in which it exists in large numbers and the value
system that created the prosperity that made so many entitlements possible in the first place.
But other than American conservatives, almost no one even recognizes it as a major problem, let
alone an addiction.

SPECIAL FEATURE

FREEDOM CAUCUS, TODAY’S ABOLITIONISTS
By Star Parker, March 28, 2017. Syndicated nationally by Creators.

The House Freedom Caucus and its chairman, North Carolina Republican Congressman Mark Meadows, are
taking flak, many saying they are responsible for the failure to pass the American Health Care Act.
With all other Republicans on board, a big assumption, the votes of the 29 members of the Freedom Caucus
could have made the difference in passing the legislation. But they refused to support it.
Should they be chastised as obstructionists? Are they childish idealists who don't grasp that politics is
about the "art of the deal"?
Some go beyond suggesting that these conservatives are naive. They accuse them of being sinister, opposing
the AHCA to receive fundraising from right-wing zealots and ideologues.
I say not only is this is unfair criticism, but that the conservative stalwarts of the Freedom Caucus are
American patriots deserving high praise.
Let's first appreciate that dealmaking in business and dealmaking in politics and governing are not the same
thing. Business deals are about one thing — money. A businessman determines his bottom line. If the deal
he constructs doesn't meet it, he walks.
Although certainly there are critical economic implications to a political deal, these considerations don't define the essence of the exercise. The essence of the political deal is about the nature and meaning of the society in which we live.
There was a lot of dealmaking in the founding of the American republic and the construction of our Constitution. One of the most famous and consequential "deals" was the accommodation in the U.S. Constitution
of slavery and the slave trade.
Arguably, without this accommodation, there would have been no deal. However, the irony of the accommodation of slavery in a nation founded on the ideals of human freedom speaks for itself.
Regardless of how one chooses to look at what happened, what is clear is that a dear moral and human
price was paid for making this deal, culminating in a civil war in which 620,000 Americans died at the
hands of their own brothers. And the repercussions of this deal are still felt today.
The accommodation of slavery in the founding states then lead to further deals — the Missouri Compromise
and the Kansas-Nebraska Act — trying to find ways to accommodate slavery in new territories that entered
the union.
All along there were abolitionists. Those who refused to accept any "deal" that accommodated slavery in existing or new states entering the union.
Many viewed the abolitionists as extremists, fanatics who refused to accept compromise that would permit
slavery in America.
One abolitionist, Senator Charles Sumner, was attacked with a cane and almost beaten to death on the floor
of the Senate after he gave a fiery speech attacking slaveholders.
Abraham Lincoln started off as gradualist on slavery, but ultimately clarified his view that on slavery there
was no "deal," no compromise. In his famous "House Divided" speech, he said, "I believe this government
cannot endure, permanently half slave and half free. ... It will become all one thing or all the other."
The Freedom Caucus members are today's abolitionists. They see, rightly, how far America has drifted from
its blueprint of freedom, and the grave consequences of this fiscally, morally and existentially.
Our health care system was already broken before Obamacare was passed. The factors causing escalation of
health care insurance premiums and health care expenditures as a percentage of GDP are because of structural defects in the system, created by government, which precludes it from operating as an efficient market.
Certainly, the American Health Care Act made improvements in Obamacare. But these core structural problems were left intact.
The legitimate point of the Freedom Caucus is that there is no deal on right and wrong, no compromises on
our ideals of freedom. We must fight for these ideals because ultimately we will wind up being either all free
or all socialist.

Encino Oaks RWF
10218 Lasaine Ave.
Northridge, CA 91325

ENCINO OAKS TRUMPETER
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Local, Regional, State & National
April 1st—April Fool’s Day
April 5th—LACFRW Board of Directors’ Meeting (Amici in Brentwood)
April 9th—Palm Sunday
April 10th—Passover Starts at Sundown
April 12th—EORWF Luncheon (Sportsmen’s Lodge)
April 14th—Good Friday
April 16th—Easter Sunday
April 17th—EORWF Executive Committee Meeting
April 17th—Passover ends
April 18th—Tax Day
April 22nd—Earth Day
April 28-29th—CFRW So. Div. Advocacy Workshop (Santa Ana Airport-Doubletree)
SAVE THE DATE—May 10th—EORWF Luncheon and Fashion Show (Sportsmen’s Lodge)
SAVE THE DATE—June 14th—EORWF Luncheon (Sportsmen’s Lodge) and President Donald J.
Trump’s Birthday and Flag Day!

