
	 Bobby Kelly is a 12-year-old Brooklyn boy who loves playing 
stickball in the street with his friends and cheering for the 
Dodgers. Bobby’s dream of being part of the Dodgers comes true in 
1947 when he lands the job of bat boy for the team. There’s just one 
thing Bobby’s not sure about. The Dodgers are planning to do 
something that has never been done before. An African-American 
named Jackie Robinson will be playing for Brooklyn. Bobby isn’t 
sure how to feel about it, especially since members of his family and 
kids in his neighborhood don’t like the idea. In order to truly become 
part of the Dodgers, Bobby will have to learn to accept Robinson as a 
member of the team and learn from his example. This fictional story 
looks at an important point in baseball history from a young person’s 
perspective and highlights the time period, including using popular 
slang from the East Coast in the 1940s.

Synopsis
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	 “I dunno if you noticed, but ever since Robinson started 
playin’ first base for the Dodgers, the world ain’t stopped turnin’. 
My head ain’t exploded. Baseball ain’t got destroyed.”     

      - Bobby Kelly                 

Brooklyn Bat Boy



Geoff Griffin
Meet the Author

	 Geoff Griffin has worked as a lawyer, special education teacher, journalist and 
editor. He has over 20 years of experience writing for a variety of newspapers and 
magazines. He has had a number of essays published in anthologies and is co-host 
of  the awardwinning Travel Brigade Radio Show and Podcast. This is his first work 
of fiction.

Additional Works



Check us out online

Book Information

For For book readings, signings or interviews contact: 
	 Jennifer Tucker at jennifer@smithpublicity.com or  856-489-8654
Web site: BrooklynBatBoy.com
	 Readers can order e-books and printed books through this site.
E-mail: BrooklynBatBoy@gmail.com
Facebook, Instagram, Pinterest, and Twitter: @brooklynbatboy

Genre: Historical Fiction

Reading Level: Middle Grade Chapter Book (generally ages 8-12)

Length: 19 chapters, 21,500 words

Glossary: The book includes a glossary of terms the characters use in the book that were commonly 	
              used in 1947.

Formats: Available as an e-book for Amazon Kindle or as a paperback from multiple outlets.


