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The overall view of the San Diego Six Shooters’ Field Day site, located at the end of Stonebridge Parkway in Mission Trails Park

John Wright, SWR 042.

Seasons: What Are They?

By Roger McCollough, SWR 098, President

The Meaning of “It’s Summer”
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SWR’s mission is to prepare for communications during emergencies
and disasters. This preparation
is accomplished though working
community events such as: The
Lakeside Western Days, and North
Park Toyland parades, the Midnight
Madness Bicycle Ride and Fiesta
Island Time Trials, the Silver Strand
Half-Marathon, the San Diego International Triathlon and the Descanso
Endurance Horse Ride
The Southwestern REACT General
Meeting is held the third Thursday
of the month at 7:00 PM at:
2650 Melbourne Drive
San Diego, CA
Reactive Team Net
The Team net is held on the first and
fourth Thursdays of the month at
8:00 PM on the 449.440 Community
based Repeater witha negative offset and a PL tone of 107.2 (Mt. Otay)
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o be perfectly clear, it is officially Summer in most of the world
north of the Equator. In Southern
California this fact is often missed or
ignored. However there are some clues,
such as more people fleeing the heat
of the desert, and people seeking our
beaches and warm ocean waters. That
is all very well and good but why and
how does that affect us?

Well back in our history, the so called
“CB Days,” summer meant increased
heavier traffic on Channel 9. But that
was then and this is now, and our communications capabilities with the public
are limited. To that end, we should always be open to finding a way if the
need arises to find methods. More
about the FCC and CB later. Using the
tools we currently have at hand, means
understanding the limits and capabilities of us and our tools.
I have pressed the point of attending
our opportunities to learn, such as our
training moments and the ARES Gateway training. So, unless you have a
complete mastery of all your equipment, communications procedures,
and dealing with others in an emergency, YOU NEED to attend and support
any program that will boost your confidence and capability. Throughout the
summer we intend to take advantage
of the light list of events to shorten the
business portion of the general meeting,
and push for several training subjects
each meeting, with you telling the
board what you feel you need. This
only works IF you attend. We publish
our calendar each month, announce
them on the twice-monthly net, and
on the agenda received at the meeting. It should be safe to say we expect
you to mark these dates on your calendars and accept them as no longer
as an open date; ie: Plan other items
around these dates. When I see limited

attendance at the meetings, I wonder
what it takes to motivate volunteers. I
need your answer.
And now about CB and Part 95
Checking through QST Magazine, (July,
2017, Pages 75-76) I found an article
indicating Part 95 services are being
updated. My tortoise moves faster than
the FCC as the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making was issued 7 years ago. This
change affects FRS/GMRS combining the
two with a low power (less than 2 watts
or less (no license) and greater than 2
watts (individual license required). CB
will get some changes when all of this
becomes official with publication in the
Federal Register some time this year(?).
Learning to Work in
the Back Country
As it stands today, there is only one
more endurance horse ride this year.
The location is in the area just north
of Anza, California; just over the county line in Riverside. Several of us are
going soon to survey the area for repeater and site coverage. It is a two day
event (Sat./Sun.). We should be getting location maps for the command
post, vet check sites, and road crossings. Hopefully we can access a local
repeater, perhaps on Palomar, whose
north side’s coverage faces our event. If
this would be a new event for you, then
expect to be assigned with a member
with experience in this type of event.
We are being given an area of reserved
space for RV or camping use. This way
our people can come a day earlier and
be ready when the event begins. Members can work either or both days if
prearranged. For more info, contact
June or myself. We probably will need
about 10 or more operators to do the
job. Please consider being part of our
Ride Team.
“Nuf said…”
Let’s Git ’Er Done!!! 

American Red Cross Communication Team Report
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By June McCollough, SWR 054

he ARCCT meeting was held on July 8, 2017. There was a discussion on seasonal update; equipment & facilities
update. The ARCCT did training on ICS Forms.

ARCCT has a net every Tuesday night at 2000 hours (8:00 PM) on the ACS Frequency: 147.195. All amateur radio operators are welcome to check-in.
The next meeting will be Aug. 5, 2017 at 9:00 AM at 3950 Calle Fortunada, San Diego CA 92123. These are open
meeting for anyone unless they are discussing confidential ARC business. 

Auxiliary Communications Services (ACS
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By June McCollough, SWR 054

he ACS meeting was held on July 10, 2017 at the Office of Emergency Service (OES).

There was a training minute on use of phonetic alphabet both international and law enforcement. (Note: list
is found in this issue of The REACTer)
Members also brought in their personal go-kits to get
signed off that they had them and were ready to be
deployed.

ACS has a net every Monday except First Monday or
County Holidays at 1930 (7:30 PM). It starts on frequency

147.195 and then moves to 223.800, 52.600 and 448.78
(not necessarily in that order). If you would like to check
it out, please feel free to check-in as visitor when requested at the end of the formal part of the Net.
ACS upcoming event(s) and training:
Training July 22nd (1300-1700) – Exercise: Message
handling & documentation.
The next meeting will be on Aug. 7, 2017 at 1830 hours
(6:30 PM). All are welcome. 

IRON HORSE CHALLENGE PRE-EVENT REPORT
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By June McCollough, SWR 054

s has been discussed at previous meetings, we have a new horse ride. It is scheduled for September 23/24, 2017.
The Iron Horse Challenge—a 15 mile fun run; 25 mile; and 50 mile. It is a two day event and we would like to
have a minimum of 10 team members for each day. There will be camping available for motor homes, trailers and
tents.
It has a new ride manager: Susan Eyer-Anderson. Terry Howe and Jennifer Bishop will be there to help with it.
The ride starts at Susan’s ranch in Anza, CA. (Yes, Anza...) It is a little farther than we normally go for a horse ride
but Susan has been at Terry’s rides and knows we do a good job keeping track of the horses and riders.
Please consider signing up for this event at the next meeting. Better to have it on your schedule and if for some
reason it is cancelled we will at least be ready for it. 

Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES)

T

By John Wright, SWR 042

he monthly ARES meeting was held July 8, 2017. The
main topic of discussion was a recap of Field Day
activities by Section Manager Dave Kaltenborn, N8KBC,
Public Information Coordinator John Wright, K6CPO
and Six Shooters President Bruce Kripton, KG6IYN.

As in years past, the Six Shooters extended an invitation
to all hams to participate in their Field Day festivities.

A number of operators took them up on their offer, including team members Roger and June McCollough
and John Wright.
The meeting was followed by the Gateway Communicator Workshop for new and returning amateur radio
operators. 
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Ham Researcher To Investigate Effects Of Solar Eclipse

A

By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU

ugust 21 is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for many in the US to see a total eclipse. It’s also an opportunity
for a team of Virginia Tech researchers to study the effects of the eclipse on changes in the upper atmosphere
that have an impact on HF propagation and the global positioning system (GPS). Backed by research funding from
NASA and the National Science foundation, the team is headed by Dr. Greg Earle, W4GDE.

The Virginia Tech team plans to gather data from a variety of sources, including radar systems, transceivers, satellites, ham radio, and GPS receivers, in order to analyze the effects of the solar eclipse on the conductive region of
the atmosphere.
“Whether military radar, or consumer GPS signals, the eclipse is going to have effects on the medium that we would
like to understand better, so that we can either mitigate them or use them to our advantage,” said Earle.
Here are a couple of links to news stories on the research team and the experiments:
•

Virginia Tech team prepares for special project during total solar eclipse

•

Virginia Tech expert to study August solar eclipse effects on radar, ham radio,GPS

Let’s party!
In conjunction with the eclipse, the HamSCI and the ARRL are sponsoring the Solar Eclipse QSO Party. (SEQP). According to an article in the August 2017 issue of QST, the goal of the SEQP is to “flood the airwaves with contacts,
all measured by the automated receiver networks of the Reverse Beacon Network, PSKReporter, and WSPRNet.”
Once all the logs are in, researchers will analyze the data to see what effect the eclipse had on radio propagation.
A YouTube video of a presentation at Dayton on the SEQP can be found at:
https://youtu.be/3EviY2Cuxpo?list=PLihPo8xWmo8-xDYAtpP9BWX9QnhUoT7k4
The SEQP will run from 1400Z - 2200Z on Monday, August 21. This is well before the eclipse is due to begin on the
west coast. The reason it starts before the eclipse is to establish a baseline for radio propagation conditions.
SEQP organizers urge you to make as many contacts as you can on as many bands as you can operate. Like nearly
every contest, contacts are not allowed on 60m, 30m, 17m, and 12m. CW, RTTY, and PSK31 are the preferred modes
because automated receivers can record those contacts, but phone and other digital modes count, too.
An interesting twist to this contest is that, like Field Day, you can earn a number of bonus points, including:
•

Operating outdoors (100 points)

•

Operating in a public place (100 points)

•

Operating a wide-band automated receiver at your station (100 points)

Hams have had a long history of supporting scientific research. They provided communications for some of the
early polar explorations and listened for Sputnik as it flew overhead. The Solar Eclipse QSO Party continues this tradition, and it’s going to be a lot of fun as well. Visit the HamSCI website for more information.
Dan Romanchik, KB6NU, blogs about amateur radio at KB6NU.Com, and is the author of the “No
Nonsense” amateur radio license study guides and the CW Geek’s Guide to Having Fun With Morse
Code.” You can reach him by emailing cwgeek@kb6nu.com.
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PHONETIC ALPHABET
INTERNATIONAL

LAW ENFORCEMENT

A

ALPHA

ADAM

B

BRAVO

BOY

C

CHARLIE

CHARLES

D

DELTA

DAVID

E

ECHO

EDWARD

F

FOXTROT

FRANK

G

GOLF

GEORGE

H

HOTEL

HENRY

I

INDIA

IDA

J

JULIET

JOHN

K

KILO

KING

L

LIMA

LINCOLN

M

MIKE

MARY

N

NOVEMBER

NORA

O

OSCAR

OCEAN

P

PAPA

PAUL

Q

QUEBEC

QUEEN

R

ROMEO

ROBERT

S

SIERRA

SAM

T

TANGO

TOM

U

UNIFORM

UNIT

V

VICTOR

VICTOR

W

WHISKEY

WILLIAM

X

X-RAY

X-RAY

Y

YANKEE

YELLOW

Z

ZULU

ZEBRA

PRACTICE LINES:
The quick brown fox jumped over the lazy dogs back.
Sheldon Marquez de Lumpsum, 1313 Adams Family Circle, Laguna Park, AZ
RETAIN A PROTECTED COPY IN YOUR GO-BAG
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San Diego
Hamfest
2017
DATE: October 7, 2017











All Local Ham Clubs Welcome
Button Hole “QSO’s” with other Hams
Visit Ham Club Booths
ARRL Forum
Ham Radio Vendors
Door Prizes
VE Testing
T-Hunt
Speakers
“FREE” Antenna Friendly Parking

Time of the Event: 7 AM-3 PM
"Old Radio Trade Show" Starts at 6 AM
Old Radio Trade Show in parking lot!
Set-up a table and sell your unwanted
Old Radio Gear
ONLY $5.00 a space!

Hamfest Cost: $5.00
Trading Post: "Consignment Booth"

MAP

Location

Lakeside Rodeo Grounds

12584 Mapleview St., Lakeside CA

You are cordially invited to attend the
3rd Annual San Diego Hamfest 2017.
We plan on starting out the day with an
Old Radio Trade Show, Vendors,
Google Maps 2017

Sponsored by: Lakeside Amateur Radio Club
Visit us on the Web at
WWW.LakesideARC.org

Like Us on
Facebook !

Speaker Forums, and VE Testing.
So come on out and let's Ham it Up!
For the most up to date information

Please visit: WWW.SDhamfest.org
Ver 1.0

~~~LARC/sdhamfest/2017

