(Reproduced from OMPH Church Bulletin 27" August 2017 edition)

(Food for thought: Gospel Matthew
16: 13-20)

“Who do you say
I am?”

J esus was convinced that the presence

of God's Spirit is evident in the very basic
human interactions of mercy,
compassion, forgiveness, working for
peace and justice, generosity and respect
for human dignity. His whole life reflected
these convictions: His words would be
"'good news" for the poor, they would
bring freedom to those held captive, bring
sight to the blind and would set the
downtrodden free.

Just to make sure that His disciples
understood what His message was all
about, Jesus asked them two very
pointed questions: Who do people say
that  am? Who do you say that I am? The
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answers to these questions go beyond
mere excitement and enthusiasm, and
touch the very makeup of the call to
discipleship. As the first disciples came to
understand who Christ really was and
what He was about, they also came to
realize what challenges were in store for
them as they preached the "Good News."

At the heart of today's Gospel message is
the challenge to lose ourselves in concern
for others. If we truly love every other
person as Jesus has loved us, then we
don't look at risk, or colour, or public
opinion, or all of the other excuses for
walking away.

Want to read more Sunday Reflections? Click here.
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