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On Tuesday, August 23, the church had internet
installed. This has been an important upgrade to
technology that we have been waiting for years to have.
In addition to having an abundant amount of resource
ability, we can also join in digital meetings or courses
right here from the church. We will also have the ability
to stream our Sunday services for those who can’t join
us physically.

Members of Church Council:
Lyndan Simpson, President
Dwight Ayers, Vice-President
Ron Smith, Secretary
Otto Keesling
Terri Slusser
Kevin Loope
Dameon Dudding, Youth Representative
Misty Wood, Treasurer
Jenna Bill, Financial Secretary
Dwight Ayers and Misty Wood, Tellers
Joani Sotherden, Webmaster
Natalie Haley, Newsletter Editor

Deadline for the October
newsletter is
September 28!

Youth Fundraiser!
The Youth Group will be selling hamburgers and hot
dogs at the Sunflower Festival the weekends of
September 9th and 17th. This is the major fund raiser
for the Youth Group, and your help will be much
appreciated! If you can volunteer in any way, please let
Pastor Chuck know as soon as possible for scheduling
purposes.
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THE LUTHERAN MOVEMENT – FOR THE
COMMON GOOD
Scripture Reading – 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 (NRSV)
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same
Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone.
To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one is given through the Spirit
the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to
another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of
miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues,
to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to
each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.

FOR THE COMMON GOOD
The following in an excerpt from a larger reflection on 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 by Yung Suk Kim, Professor of
New Testament and Early Christianity at Virginia Union University. (https://www.workingpreacher.org/
authors/yung-suk-ki)
“Third, in 1 Corinthians 12:5, Paul says: “There are varieties of services, but the same Lord.” Here, “services”
is a translation of the Greek diakonia (singular: diakonos, which means a service or ministry). All works and
ministry in the church are part of diakonia. Whoever does the work of the Spirit or whatever is done in the
church must reflect the work of Jesus, who is the foundation of the church. His faithful life serving the weak
and oppressed should be a constant reminder to all who work in the name of the Lord.
Fourth, in 1 Corinthians 12:6, Paul says: “There are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates
all of them in everyone.” He talks about “varieties of activities” in the church and says that God activates them
in everyone. Here, “activities” is a translation of the Greek energema, which means “deeds.” All deeds,
personal or communal, must be informed and activated by the same God. This means that members have to test
their deeds or works to see whether their works are based on God. Even if some people claim that their spiritual
gifts are superb, their deeds should be tested by God.
Fifth, in 1 Corinthians 12:4-6 as a whole, Paul’s point is not that there is a separate work/domain of the Spirit,
Jesus, or of God, but that all gifts, works, and deeds in the church are to be cross-examined in view of the
Spirit’s purpose, God’s guidance, and Jesus’ work. Whatever works the Corinthians do or whatever gifts they
receive from the Spirit, they must know that their works need guidance from God and Jesus.
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Sixth, Paul makes explicit the purpose of the gifts of the Spirit, which is “for the common
good” (1 Corinthians 12:7), which means gifts are not to be used for self-promotion or selfish
reasons. Rather, they must be used for strengthening the community by taking care of the weak
and the despised in society. For the common good, various gifts, as listed in 12:8-10, are given
to the church by the Spirit.”

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION
1.

Share one talent or passion you have that might surprise people.

2.
If time and money weren't an obstacle, where (locally, nationally, or
internationally) would you have the most fun volunteering and sharing your gifts?
3.
What barriers do you think make it difficult for individuals to share their gifts in
God’s service?

PRAYER
Generous God. You bless us with gifts, skills, and competencies and call us to unite those gifts
for the building up of the common good. Inspire us with generosity. Open us to collaboration.
Lead us into opportunities to love, serve, and support one another. Help us to be your people
in all that we say and do. Amen.
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Unwanted Guest?
Good day Faithful Followers of Christ!!
I am drafting the story of the unwanted guest, to share with you the encounter had this last summer in the
garden of grace. First you need to know we spend a lot of time and effort trying to keep the garden free from
pests and weeds; the reason is the health of the garden equals the promise of a better harvest. I am
introducing to you in this story two pests and a weed.
The Weed!

Early in the season I noticed a weed that looked different than those I was spraying and cutting down with the
weed-eater. Something told me to leave this one alone so I heeded the advice and watched it grow. It was
only about a month when I noticed it was a random sunflower. I watched as it grew in the garden and did not
bother it. I have never seen a sunflower like this one. It started to have multiple flowers (over 50), it grew to
be very large and was doing its job of attacking many pollinators to the garden. What I once thought to be a
weed was in fact a very useful plant to the health of this garden.
The Pests

Meet Reese and Rosie, brother and sister who live back on Loope Lane. (I borrowed the picture from a recent
FB post to use as a visual). On any given day you can hear Reese and Rosie coming down the road, not
because they are heavy footed but because they communicate with each other by constantly barking out. I
knew they had been visiting the garden because they left little paw prints. My concern at first was the young
plants would be damaged by their rooting around. However, I soon discovered that did not happen. Both of
them are actually expert field rat hunters. We have a good amount of both mice and rats that will try to come
into the garden and eat both fruit and vegetables. I would hear these two when they located a vermin in the
garden because they become very vocal, apparently too vocal for rats, thus encouraging the rats to leave. In
the beginning I was concerned that Reese and Rosie were pests but they actually were getting rid of the real
pest in the garden, very useful indeed.
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Luke 14:12-14
12

He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do
not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may
invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the
poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14And you will be blessed, because they cannot
repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”
This lesson from God in the garden of grace spoke to me and has me wondering how we look
at others, how do we view others? The poor, the outcast, the weird ones? Do we sometimes
view others as weeds or pests? Do we invite those very ones knowing they cannot repay or
even offer anything? Just like the weed and the pests in the garden, God uses everyone to be
gathered and be a part of the body of Christ. We need to be reminded that we ought not
declare the worth of the person but to invite them to show up and be a part of the body of
Christ. I felt a strong connection to this lesson in the garden this year and needed to share
with you. Our wonderful creator and heavenly God in fact takes us, weeds, and pests, and
through Jesus Christ, cultivates us into part of the body so that we may serve others. Every
part of Gods creation has a purpose, and we should embrace everything and everyone. We
need not separate by using descriptions such as weeds, pests, poor, outcast, but only worthy,
worthy of Gods ultimate love.
Praise be to God!
May the Peace of Christ be with you
Pastor Chuck
PS: As I was sitting at the church drafting this story, I could hear Reese and Rosie busy down in
the garden.
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Vacation Bible School: Creation Ambassadors
This year we partnered with The Transfiguration Catholic Church and held Creation Ambassadors VBS. It was
a wonderful three evening as we traveled (by hay wagon) to Hawk Hollow Farms and to the Sunflower Field
for a chance to experience some of Gods wonderful creation and to learn how important it is that we are
good ambassadors for Gods creation.

Garden Update:
Its still growing!! Our fall crop is now showing signs of making a comeback for harvest. Our fall crops include
Spaghetti Squash, Butternut Squash, Broccoli, and plenty of pumpkins for tractor treat!!

Sunflower Update!
Our youth/church will be busy both the second and third weekend at the sunflower event selling
Hamburgers/Hot Dogs. If you can help in any capacity, please let Pastor Chuck know as we are beginning to
put together the schedule.
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LABYRINTH UPDATE
From Zeb Grant

I am happy to inform you all that the Labyrinth’s layout has been completed, as well as a
concrete slab has been installed for the bench.
Zeb Grant’s Eagle Scout project is coming along nicely. We are so thankful for this.

A labyrinth is a meandering path with a singular path leading to a center. Labyrinths are an ancient
archetype dating back 4,000 years or more, used symbolically, as a walking meditation, choreographed
dance, or site of rituals and ceremony, among other things. Labyrinths are tools for personal, psychological
and spiritual transformation, also thought to enhance right-brain activity. Labyrinths evoke metaphor,
sacred geometry, spiritual pilgrimage, religious practice, mindfulness, environmental art, and community
building.
From The Labyrinth Society
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ADD TO YOUR CALENDAR

It’s never too early to publicize a
popular event at Wheatland! Plans
are already being made for the
church’s Tractor Treat Day, which is
October 22, 2022, Everyone is invited to bring their tractors and/or
costumed children! There will be
tractors galore, trick-or-treating,
candy, games, hay rides, and more
candy. Let Pastor Chuck know if you
can bring your tractor.

Beyond the Stars
A land of calm serenity
Lies far beyond the stars
A sea of quiet tranquility
That is by no man marred
It is a place of peacefulness
And it’s really not too far
It is a place of love
This land beyond the stars
There is no killing or war
Each man loves the other
For in this beautiful land
All men live as brothers
There is no filth or pollution
To corrupt or kill the land
You see, in this place of love
The people seem to understand
There are no ethnic problems
To keep them from their task
All colors are beautiful
Believe is all they ask
Yes, a land of calm serenity
Lies far beyond the stars
A sea of quiet tranquility
That is my no man marred
It is a place of peacefulness
And it is really not too far
It is a place of love
This land beyond the stars
Steve Austin
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AT WHEATLAND IN SEPTEMBER:
Sunday, September 4
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
10:30 a.m. Worship
Lector: Lyndan Simpson
In-person and Parking Lot
Sunday, September 11
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
10:30 a.m. Worship
Lector: Susannah Ayers
In-person and Parking Lot
Council meeting following service
Wednesday, September 14
6:30 p.m., Men’s Study Group
In Person or Zoom if needed
Sunday, September 18
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
10:30 a.m. Worship
Lector: Joani Sotherden
In-person and Parking Lot
Sunday, September 25
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
10:30 a.m. Worship
Lector: Dan Robb
In-person and Parking Lot
Wednesday, September 28
6:30 p.m., Men’s Study Group
In person or Zoom if needed

September 2022

AT WHEATLAND IN OCTOBER:
Sunday, October 2
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
10:30 a.m. Worship
Lector: Sherwood Thoele
In-person and Parking Lot
Saturday, October 22
Noon—5:00 p.m. Tractor Treat
At the church

Men’s Bible Study
Please come join us for a couple hours of study, conversation and yes, Food! We invite anyone who
would like to join us for the following
dates:
September 14 @ 6:30 p.m. and September
28 @ 6:30 p.m.

Botetourt Food Pantry
Saturday, September 10
We need your help volunteering at the Botetourt County Food Bank located at St.
Mark’s in Fincastle! Our scheduled time to
help out is Saturday, September 10th from
9:30am until 12:00. Please come out for this
worthwhile project! Contact Chuck to volunteer.
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Thirteenth Sunday after
Pentecost
10:30 a.m. Worship
In-person and Parking lot
Church picnic following
service

Sixteenth Sunday after
Pentecost
10:30 a.m. Worship
In-person and Parking lot

25

Beaver Dam Sunflower
Festival ends

Fifteenth Sunday after
Pentecost
10:30 a.m. Worship
In-person and Parking lot

18

Fourteenth Sunday after
Pentecost
10:30 a.m. Worship
In-person and Parking lot
Council meeting following
service
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Sunday

26
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Monday

27

20

13
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Sunday, October 2
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
10:30 a.m. Worship
In-person and Parking lot

Men’s Study Group
6:30 p.m.

Men’s Study Group
6:30 p.m.

Wednesday

DEADLINE FOR THE
OCTOBER NEWSLETTER!
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LOOKING AHEAD TO OCTOBER

Tuesday

WHEATLAND LUTHERAN CHURCH
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Fist Day of Autumn

Thursday
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Beaver Dam Sunflower
Festival begins!

Friday

24

17

9:30 a.m.- 12:00 p.m.
Botetourt County Food Bank
St. Mark’s, Fincastle
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Saturday

SEPTEMBER 2022

