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The Mission of the United Methodist
Church is to make Disciples of Jesus
Christ for the Transformation
of the World.
As I consider what to write for this month’s newsletter, I have come to realize that May is one of
the busiest months of the year. This month we will celebrate both Mother’s Day and Memorial Day. It
is also the month when most graduations take place, and on a personal note, Sherri and I celebrate our
anniversary in May (our 30th this year). Let me reflect just a bit on these events.
First, Mother’s Day: Earlier, I wanted to make sure I was spelling Mother’s Day correctly. Is it
Mother’s Day, Mothers Day or Mothers’ Day? Well, Mothers Day doesn’t belong to mothers, so
maybe there shouldn’t be an apostrophe. Then again, Mother’s Day is there to celebrate one specific
mother (presumably yours), so it should be possessive and it needs an apostrophe. Others might argue
that because the day is shared among all mothers, it should have an apostrophe after the s, making
mothers plural. However, the creator of Mother’s Day, Anna Jarvis, wanted the apostrophe before the
“s:” it was to be a singular possessive, for each family to honor their mother, not a plural to
commemorate all mothers worldwide.
So, given that reality, I reflect on my own mother, who taught me the faith, who raised me alone
(my father died when I was 6), and who has been there for me for more than half a century. We came
far too close to losing her this year, as she battled COVID-19 to the point of being placed in Hospice. I
am grateful that she has “graduated” from Hospice and is receiving therapy to recover her strength to
walk again. I know that there aren’t that many more Mother’s Days we’ll still have together, and now,
this day is more precious than ever.
When I think of Memorial Day, I remember that it was a day created to remember those who
gave their lives while serving in the Armed Forces (Veterans’ Day is there to honor those who served
and are still with us). Memorial Day is especially meaningful to our family, because Sherri’s only
brother (and one of my closest friends) was killed on active duty in the Marine Corps. It is a day that is
difficult as we remember Scott and realize that he would be just 52 this year. It is a day that I can’t
help think about what might have been. But it is also a day that reminds me that when Christ calls us
home, we will be reunited.
Graduations are always meaningful. I suspect our immediate family is through with graduations
for quite a while. Yet, graduations are still a time of celebration. With each young person in our lives
who celebrates this milestone, we give thanks to God for the successes of their past, and for a future
that lies before them, pregnant with possibilities.
Finally, May is the month of Sherri’s and my anniversary. Most of what needs said, I will keep
between Sherri and myself, but as I give thanks to God for our marriage, it must be said that without
her support, I would not be able to be the pastor I am today. She is not only my partner in life, she is
the source of my strength in ministry. And I thank God for bringing her into my life.
May is a busy month. But it is a month that fills my heart with gratitude; gratitude for my
mother, for those who have sacrificed their lives for our country, for those who are marking milestones
in their lives, and for a marriage that is a gift from God. May we all be that busy.

Pastor Steve Sullivan

A Sincere Thank You!
Thank you for speaking to God, for me, when I couldn’t. I know
how prayer works. This is the third time God has brought me back
to this life. I AM TRULY BLESSED!
Thank you for the cards and for not visiting in this time of COVID.
(Except for Pastor Fitch and Pastor Sullivan)
Hope to be back soon, miss you all!
In Christian Love,
Pat Mosley

Personal Hygiene Items Drive
The Missions Committee is collecting personal hygiene items for the people
in the three recovery houses. We are currently collecting soap, shampoo,
body wash and deodorant.
Please deposit donation in the basket in the corner of the Sanctuary!
See Fred Bennett for more details!

Even though the East
Ohio Conference annual
meeting at Lakeside will
not be happening again
this year, we still can
donate kits for disaster
relief. If you’d like to
put one or more
together by early June,
we will make sure they
get into the right hands
for distribution.
Below are the kits
“recipes”. The MidWest Mission
Distribution Center is
also collecting flannel,
cotton, cotton knit and
PUL (polyurethane
laminate waterproof)
fabric if you have some
you care to donate.

The recovery houses are looking for a few kitchen items.
If anyone has these items they are no longer using, they
would be very appreciative.
Casserole dishes, roasting pans, crock pots and coffee
maker!

Clothing Pantry
We will be open
Every Saturday until further notice!
See Lori Brooks for more info!

Fellowship Meals
-May 2Pastor Clark’s Class is sponsoring our next Fellowship Drive-thru
Meal. The meal includes:
Sloppy Joe
Potato Salad
Baked Beans
Cookie
Chips
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!!

Mirror question, ANSWERED!
If asked to share one wonderful part about our church/
congregation, what would it be??
“My husband and I arrived in Salem December 1, 2001.
Because we sized down for retirement we had a lot of leftovers. I
decided to try a garage sale. Evelyn Babb stopped by and during our
conversation, she asked what church we attended? I told her we
were Methodist but we were taking this opportunity to visit different
churches in the area. Evelyn said she and her husband, Dan, went to
the First United Methodist Church on Broadway and she belonged to
the Bertie Hanson Circle. In fact, the circle was having a picnic at her
house in a couple of weeks!
I don’t remember giving Evelyn our phone number but two weeks
later the phone rang and the voice on the other end said, ‘This is
Evelyn, I bought your white round tablecloth. I’ll pick you up at
11am and bring you to my house for a picnic.’ She was there at
exactly 11am and I went!
I was welcomed like the ladies already knew me and when I left, I
was a member of the Bertie Hanon Circle.
My husband and I came to the Methodist Church that Sunday and
were greeted and welcomed by lots of people.
Buck was invited to the men’s club (breakfast and Bible Study) by Bill
Woolf and Ron Shively.
We looked at each other and said, We’re HOME!”
With gratitude & Thanks,
Pat Mosley

May’s Question:
Name someone in the Church (past or present) that has
impacted you in a positive way!
Email answers to office@firstumcsalem.org, call the office or mail!

March

Year to Date

Income

$21,407.07

$74,451.03

ROC

$

265.00

Expense

$21,117.62

$68,584.30

Pantry

$

0.00

$

$ 5,866.73

Trustees $ 1,704.47

289.45

March

Camera

The Evangelism Committee would like
the congregation to take several of the
hand outs on the Welcome Center and
give them to friends or leave them in
beauty parlors, restaurants, etc..
New people in the town may be looking
for a church to attend.
These hand outs list all the things our
church has to offer.
The hope is that we may attract new
members by doing this.
Thank you,
Mary Lou Shively

$ 5,692.00

The church office
is open
Wednesday—
Friday, 8am-3pm.
The office phone
will be answered
Monday-Friday
8am-3pm.
Thank You!!

Academic
Scholarship
Janice Lesher’s New Address
3150 N. Winding Brook Rd.
Room 107
Flagstaff, Arizona 86004

Application packets are
available in the church
office.
Deadline to submit is May
7th at 12 noon.

Alex Waterbeck

05/01

Steve Beiling

05/02

Jennifer Toporcer

05/02

Angela Young

05/03

Karen Floor

05/04

Norm Oyster

05/05

Karen Turnbull

05/07

Baylee Baker

05/08

Scott Brooks

05/08

Marsha Pennington

05/13

Linda Oesch

05/15

Barb Irwin

05/17

Karen Beiling

05/20

Philip Bush

05/20

Helen Guiler

05/20

Rex Underwood

05/22

Ernest Greenisen

05/24

Fred Bennett

05/26

Larry Cecil

05/29

Mary Bowser

05/30

Holly McCleery

05/30

Diana Ackerman

05/31

Winnie Alek

05/31

Jeanne Rumburg

05/31

George & Judith Nannah
Diane & Jim Foreman

62 Years 05/08
34 Years 05/30

We are looking for committees or
groups to host the Drive-Thru
Fellowship meals. All the costs are
covered, and it can be fun for your
group. The next open date will be
May 2nd and then each first Sunday
of the month thereafter.
Please contact Fred Bennett if you’re
willing to help or have questions!

A PRAYER FOR THIS TIME
WRITTEN BY DR. DAVID W. BLOOR

EASTER EVERY DAY – AND – DON''T FORGET THE
RESURRECTION EVERY DAY
The main story of the “RESURRECTION” in the bible is of course the story of our
Lord rising from death on Calvary only to leave the grave with the promise we shall arise to
be with Him in Heavenly Glory.
But there are other resurrection stories in the bible. To mention one, that really
stands out is the story Jesus tells of a Prodigal Son found in Luke 15:11-32. Remember the
story that Jesus tells about a man who had two sons. The younger son asks for his share of
the family inheritance who then takes it and goes to a foreign land. There he spends his
money and loses all of it. But his resurrection or spiritual transformation is about to happen and is recorded in Luke15:17 in this beautiful event; “When he comes to his senses, he
says, How many of my father's hands have enough to eat but I am starving to death, I will
say to my father, “Father I have sinned against heaven and you. I am no longer deserving
to be called your son. Take me on as one of your hired hands. So he got up and went to
his father. When his father saw him he ran to his son and hugged him and kissed him. The
father doesn't listen to the pleas of his son but says,” Bring the best robe, and put it on him,
also bring a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet. Then bring the fatted calf and
slaughter it because this son of mine was dead and has come back to life. He was lost and
is found.” That is the resurrection story of the younger son. What happened to the older
son is a story for another day, but let it be known, he too needed a resurrection of his own.

Could it be, we all need in our plan of salvation more than simply to say “Jesus
loves me this I know.” Maybe we need a resurrection or a spiritual transformation or some
kind of rebirth. Here is a hymn that points us in the right direction. The name of the hymn
is “Easter People, Raise Your Voices.”
Easter people, raise your voices, sounds of heaven in earth should ring.
Christ has brought us heaven's choices; heavenly music, let it ring.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Easter people, let us sing.
Fear of death can no more stop us from our pressing here below.
For our Lord empowered us to triumph over every foe.
Alleluia! Alleluia! On to victory now we go.
Every day to us is Easter, with its resurrection song.
When in trouble move the faster to our God who rights the wrong.
Alleluia! Alleluia! See the power of heavenly throngs.
Enjoy the wonder and beauty of the blessing of your own special resurrection today.
God Bless us everyone,
Thank you God. Amen.

George McKee, Kyle Franzen,
Bill Madjarac, Debbie Metts, The Bowser Family, Larry
Oesch & Chris Barth
Prayer concerns may be submitted by calling the church office at 330-337-9531 or email
office@firstumcsalem.org
If you have an urgent prayer request and want to activate the prayer chain, please let
Jenny in the church office know or contact Betty Milhoan.
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Do you want to hear the services in the
privacy of your home?
We are offering the recordings of the 10:45 services on CD.
If you would like a copy of the service, please contact the
church office.

