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From the Board of Directors
As SALT looks toward our 25th year, we remain steadfast - even reenergized - in pursuing our
mission to conserve the natural Sonoran Desert open spaces surrounding the Superstition
Wilderness Area. After years of collaborative but unsuccessful attempts to change the state
constitution to allow conservation of State Trust Lands (STL), SALT switched approaches. We now
operate via advocacy, awareness, education, stewardship, research, and partnerships to influence
the public as well as decision makers. While conservation of STL is a tough nut to crack, we
believe there is a realistic opportunity to develop a broad-based coalition capable of succeeding.
SALT is a totally volunteer organization and has maintained all of its traditional programs:






SALT Trail Builders build and maintain trails for three SALT partners
SALT Trail Stewards and Pathfinders educate, aid, and advocate for conservation
SALT Speakers Series “The Superstitions: Part of the Whole” - public presentations
SALT Ambassadors Program (formerly our outreach tables)
SALT Interpretive Trail Program - educational hikes

In addition to continuing the above programs, SALT has also been working toward several new
ventures and projects that reflect our commitment to partnerships with entities like the Land Trust
Alliance, City of Apache Junction (AJ), Tonto National Forest and the Pinal County Open Space &
Trails Department. Key projects include:

 A new SALT brochure and logo are being developed.
 SALT’s new Citizen Science Program will be launched in December 2016, enabling residents to
be directly involved in scientific studies of the local environment. This is a collaborative effort
with the AJ Public Library, Arizona State University and SciStarter, which coordinates more than
1600 research projects and events worldwide.
 The Broadway Trailhead (west end of Lost Goldmine Trail) will receive a large new kiosk, and
both it and the existing one at Lost Goldmine East Trailhead will have identical and updated
text, map and legend by the end of 2016 or early 2017.
 A new kiosk for Silly Mountain Park is expected in Spring 2017. SALT and the AJ Parks and
Recreation Department have agreed on design and content. SALT is currently conducting a
directed fundraising campaign with a goal of raising $11,500 for purchase and installation of four
4’x4’ panels with much more information. Plans also call for placement of a large “SILLY
MOUNTAIN PARK” sign near the parking lot.
We look forward with great enthusiasm to the support of our partners and the general public in
working to achieve our goal of conserving the Superstition Foothills!
Charlie Goff, Acting President

www.azsalt.org

Stewardship
SALT Trail Builders

SALT Trail Stewards
& Pathfinders

The highlight of the 2015-2016 Trail
Builder season is the completion of the
Hieroglyphic
Trail
re-route
and
maintenance project.
It was the
culmination of over 2 years of work to
achieve approval from the USFS to
improve the placement of the trail within
the Superstition Wilderness. The tread
improvement for the high number of
users on this trail and the relocation of
portions of the trail to a much more
sustainable single track is something we
are quite be proud of.

SALT Trail Stewards and Pathfinders
perform an important mission in keeping a
watchful eye on our desert trails. On
November 7, 2015, nine Trail Stewards
and three Pathfinders completed all-day
training as “educators” of the desert trails
and learned about equipment they must
carry. They also received training on what
to do when an emergency occurs. The
November class of twelve new volunteers
named their class "Salty Dawgs". After
the training, Trail Stewards complete
orientation hikes with an experienced
SALT Trail Steward on Silly Mountain,
Lost Goldmine, and Hieroglyphic Trails.

Looking forward to the 2016-2017 season,
the SALT Trail Builder Volunteers will be
donating many hours to trail maintenance
including some clean up work on the
Hieroglyphic and Silly Mountain trails and
will continue work on the Goldfields-Deer
Tanks trail that was started last year in
partnership
with
the
East
Valley
Backcountry Horsemen group. The big
project for 2016-2017 will be to work on
Tonto NF Jacobs Crosscut trail from the
First
Water
Road
Trailhead
to the Broadway Trailhead.
The Trail
Builders will have the opportunity to
dramatically improve the user experience
for this trail much as they did with the
Hieroglyphic trail last season.

Our Pathfinder program is a new program
designed for those who prefer to not hike
the trails, but instead remain at the Silly
Mountain trailhead and at the Cloudview
parking area for the Lost Goldmine and
Hieroglyphic trails. Pathfinders act as
information guides at the trailheads, talk to
visitors, answer questions and provide
information on SALT.
The next Trail Steward and Pathfinder
training class will be held in January
2017. We look forward to the upcoming
2016-2017 season and the opportunity to
meet new and seasoned hikers on the
trails.
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Education / Advocacy

Interpretive Trail Program

New Citizen Science Program

In 2016, SALT introduced the
Interpretive
Trail
Program,
an
educational hiking program led by
experienced trail guides who share
their knowledge about the plants,
animals and geology of the Sonoran
Desert. Look for more hikes January
through March 2017.

In 2016, Charlie Ault began to lay the
groundwork for a Citizen Science
Program (CSP) that will give local
residents the opportunity to learn how to
organize and conduct scientific study and
collect data. The CSP will help
participants understand and appreciate
the value of science in land use decisionmaking and planning. We look to start
the first CSP project in November 2016.
For more information, please visit the
SALT website at www.azsalt.org

2015-2016 VOLUNTEER
COMMITMENT
2015-2016 Speakers Series
The 2015-2016 SALT Speakers
Series, “The Superstitions: The
Nature of Place”, offered a variety
of interesting and relevant topics
along with record attendance.
Over 100 people attended AZ
State Land Commissioner Lisa
Atkins’ presentation on March 23.

Number of Active
Volunteers
Total Volunteer
Hours

98
4,657
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1st

Annual
“Keep It Wild”
Golf Tournament
On January 30, 2016, SALT
hosted the 1st Annual
"Keep It Wild" Golf Tournament
and Silent Auction. The golf tournament was a
resounding success. The silent auction had many
terrific items including original art work from local artists,
rounds of golf with restaurant gift certificates,
autographed sports memorabilia, gift baskets and more.
SALT would like to thank all our tee sponsors and
donors, including Platinum sponsor Resolution Copper
Mining; Gold sponsors Apache Junction Gold Canyon
News and Circle G Companies; Silver sponsors Boyce
Thompson Arboretum, Superstition Mountain Rotary
Club, Christine Morrow (Allstate), Smiling Dog
Landscapes, Footprints Matter, Superstition Mountain
Dental, TPG Tax & Accounting PC; Tim Byke (State
Farm), Renaissance Festival & Artisan Marketplace,
Superstition Express Laundry and Frontier Ace
Hardware.

SALT
Corporate/
Business
Sponsors
SALT acknowledges the
following corporate and
business sponsors for
their support and
commitment for
conserving open space:

Corporate Sponsors
Gold:
Resolution Copper Mining

Business Sponsors
Diamondback:
Frontier Ace Hardware
Petrus Partners LTD

Roadrunner:
Superstition Express
Laundry
Smiling Dog Landscapes

The 2nd Annual “Keep It Wild” Golf Tournament is
scheduled for March 25, 2017.
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(As of August 31, 2016)

Financial Position

Liabilities
and Net Assets

Assets
Investments
$89,783

Cash
$12,053

Liabilities
$2,169

TR
Operating
$212,733

Property
$413,975

Net Assets
$726,375

Total
Assets
$728,544

Total Liabilities
and Net Assets
$728,544
(For the Twelve Months Ending
August 31, 2016)

$460
$9,398

$4,990

Revenues

Expenses

$148

$4,711

$11,730

$26,347

Programs & Services
Cash Donations
Grants
Fundraising
Interest Income
Total Revenues $41,343

$62,683

Mgmt & Admin
SALT
Tony Ranch

Total Expenses $79,124

