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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!
Veterans Affairs Makes Announcement Affecting
Transgender Veterans
The head of Veterans Affairs recently
made the official announcement that the VA
healthcare system will be covering gender
confirmation surgery for transgender veterans. The secretary of Veterans Affairs is
Denis McDonough, who is originally from
Minnesota.
During a speech at the Orlando Vet Center
in Florida, McDonough stated that the addition of this kind of coverage would not only
have physical health care impacts, but also
positively support mental health.
According to McDonough, LGBTQ+ veterans suffer from disproportionately higher
rates of mental illness and suicidal thoughts,
and are less likely to seek out routine care
because of fear of discrimination.

McDonough said that under his leadership
the VA is trying to show veterans that sexual
orientation and gender identities are no barrier to communicating openly with their VA
health care provider on any issue.
President Biden made the decision to include coverage of gender confirmation surgery for veterans, and the department is responsible for executing the decision. Biden
has made it clear that he is in support of the
transgender community at large, and especially in the military. He had appointed a
transgender veteran to his transition team,
and overturned a transgender military ban in
the first month of his presidency.

may take years before the actual policy is
put into effect in a demonstrable way.
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