
In addition to congratulating and ex-
tending best wishes to  Sue Savaglio-
Jarvis, the new superintendent of 
the Kenosha Unifi ed School District, 

there’s one more thing that needs to be 
said: Thanks again, Joe Mangi.

Mangi stepped in again as interim 
superintendent in December after 

Superintendent 
Michele Hancock 
announced her 
retirement. He 
stayed on the job 

until Savaglio-Jarvis was selected. 
It was his third stint as superinten-

dent of the district. He was interim 
superintendent in 1995-96, after Anthony 
Bisciglia and before Michael Johnson. 

Mangi went back to being principal 
of Bradford High School. He retired 
from that job in 2005, but came out of 
retirement to fi ll in as principal at a 
couple of elementary schools. He re-
tired again in 2006, but in 2007 he came 
out of retirement again to be interim 

superintendent after 
Superintendent Scott 
Pierce left.

When the School 
Board couldn’t agree 
on an outside candidate 
in spring of 2008, the 
board took “interim” 
off Mangi’s title, and he 
served as superintendent 
until 2010 when Michele 
Hancock was hired to 
succeed him. He retired 
again, but when Hancock 
left, he stepped in once 
again as interim superin-
tendent.

This will be his fourth 
attempt at retirement 
from Unifi ed.  

Mangi worked in the 
district for more than 40 
years. He will be remembered for many 
things, among them his attempts to 
reduce confl ict.  He was a big booster of 

Kindness Week, a unique-
to-Kenosha celebration 
of the legacy of the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Before he accepted his last 
appointment as interim 
superintendent, he said he 
would only take the job if 
the board members worked 
as a team and respected 
each other.

For many, Mangi will be 
remembered and appreci-
ated most for stepping into 
a crucial job during several 
diffi cult times. The school 
district always seemed to 
function better when Mangi 
was in charge. Everyone 
trusted him, and that trust 
made a big difference.

Thanks, Joe, for do-
ing what needed to be done. We hope 
this time your retirement is long and 
happy.

VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

OUR VIEW

Wanggaard deserves
support in primary

I would like to thank the residents of the 
61st Assembly District for their support 
the past two years. I would like to continue 
my work to bring more jobs, cut taxes, and 
expand educational choices with a new 21st 
District state senator. 

On Aug. 12, there is an important Repub-
lican primary for the senate 
seat. I urge district residents 
to join me in re-electing Van 
Wanggaard to the state Senate. 
I am proud to say that both 
Van and I worked alongside 
Gov. Walker to pass a bold 
conservative agenda that has 
put our state back on track. We 
both voted for Act 10, which 
helped eliminate a $3.6 billion 
budget defi cit and paved the 

way for nearly $2 billion in tax cuts.
Together Van and I stand with Gov. Walker 

on many issues important to conservatives. 
Van has an “A” rating with the NRA, is 
endorsed by Wisconsin Right to Life, and 
will work diligently to reduce our overall 
tax burden. Van was also a leader in passing 
pro-job legislation and authored several bills 
that played a key role in the rapid economic 
development that Kenosha County has expe-
rienced.

Van stood up for the taxpayers, supported 
Gov. Walker’s bold agenda, and was recalled 
because of it. For Van’s support of Gov. Walk-
er and conservative reforms, he has earned 
my trust and deserves the ability return to 
the senate and fi nish the job he started. Please 
join me on Aug. 12 and vote for the proven, 
trusted conservative, Van Wanggaard.

Samantha Kerkman 
Salem

Common Core editorial
came up a bit short

So close, Kenosha News! Your July 19 
editorial on the Common Core state standards 
was nearly correct, but then you had to throw 
in that one cheap — and inaccurate — shot: 
“Some states set low standards, Wisconsin 
among them.” 

You cite “a national test,” and I would love 
to know to which test you were referring. If it 
was the National Assessment of Educational 
Progress, commonly called “the nation’s re-
port card” because it randomly tests students 
of all ability levels, then I am at a loss as to 
what evidence you see of Wisconsin public 
schools setting “low standards.” 

We’ve only scored above the national aver-
age in both reading and mathematics on the 
NAEP for every year the test has been given. 
Those scores were considered “signifi cantly 
higher” than the national averages up to 
the 2011 results — the same year that Scott 
Walker and the Republican Legislature made 
the biggest cuts to public education in the 
country, stripping $1.6 billion in aid, forcing 
staff cuts and increasing class sizes across the 
state.

You couldn’t have been looking at ACT 
scores either. Wisconsin ranked either No. 1 
or No. 2 in the country on ACT averages for 
over 20 years, only recently falling to No. 3 
over the past three years (see a trend here?).

I do have my own concerns about Common 
Core, but the one silver lining will be that our 
critics will see the quality of our state’s public 
education system compared to states using 
the same evaluation and, perhaps, recognize 
it for the bargain it has always been — pro-
vided Walker hasn’t been allowed to destroy it 
completely before then.

Scott Farnsworth
Kenosha Education Association
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BY CHARLES KRAUTHAMMER 
WASHINGTON

The president’s demeanor is worrying 
a lot of people. From the immigration 
crisis on the Mexican border to the 

Islamic State rising in Mesopotamia, Barack 
Obama seems totally detached. When he 
does interrupt his endless rounds of golf, 
fundraising and photo ops, it’s for some 
affectless, mechanical, almost forced public 
statement.

Regarding Ukraine, his detachment — the 
rote, impassive voice — 
borders on dissociation. His 
U.N. ambassador, Samantha 
Power, delivers an impas-
sioned denunciation of Rus-
sia. Obama cautions that 
we not “get out ahead of the 
facts,” as if the facts of this 
case — Vladimir Putin’s 
proxies shooting down a 
civilian airliner — are in 
doubt.

The preferred explana-
tion for the president’s 

detachment is psychological. He’s checked 
out. Given up. Let down and disappointed by 
the world, he is in withdrawal. 

Perhaps. But I’d propose an alternate the-
ory that gives him more credit: Obama’s pas-
sivity stems from an idea. When Obama says 
Putin has placed himself on the wrong side 
of history in Ukraine, he actually believes it. 
He disdains realpolitik because he believes 
that, in the end, such primitive 19th-century 
notions as conquest are self-defeating. His-
tory sees to their defeat.

“The arc of the moral universe is long, but 
it bends toward justice” is one of Obama’s 
favorite sayings. Ultimately, injustice and 
aggression don’t pay. The Soviets saw their 
20th-century empire dissolve. More proxi-
mally, U.S. gains in Iraq and Afghanistan 
were, in time, liquidated. Ozymandias lies 
forever buried and forgotten in desert sands.

Remember when, at the beginning of the 
Ukraine crisis, Obama tried to construct for 
Putin “an offramp” from Crimea? Absurd 
as this idea was, I think Obama was sincere. 
He actually imagined that he’d be saving 
Putin from himself, that Crimea could only 
redound against Russia in the long run.

If you really believe this, then there is no 
need for forceful, potentially risky U.S. coun-
teractions. Which explains everything since: 
Obama’s pinprick sanctions; his failure to rally 
a craven Europe; his refusal to supply Ukraine 
with the weapons it has been begging for.

The shooting down of a civilian airliner 
seemed to validate Obama’s passivity. “Vio-

lence and confl ict inevitably lead to unfore-
seen consequences,” explained Obama. See. 
You play with fi re, it will blow up in your 
face. Just as I warned. Now world opinion 
will turn against Putin.

To which I say: So what? World opinion, by 
itself, is useless: malleable, ephemeral and, 
unless mobilized by leadership, powerless. His-
tory doesn’t act autonomously. It needs agency. 

Germany’s Angela Merkel still doesn’t 
want to jeopardize trade with Russia. France’s 
Francois Hollande will proceed with delivery of 
a Mistral-class attack-helicopter carrier to Rus-
sia. And Obama speaks of future “costs” if Rus-
sia persists — a broken record since Crimea, 
carrying zero credibility. 

Or did Obama think Putin would be 
shamed into regret and restraint by the blood 
of 298 innocents? On the contrary. Putin’s 
response has been brazen defi ance: deny-
ing everything and unleashing a massive 
campaign of lies, fabrications and conspiracy 
theories blaming Ukraine and the U.S.

Putin doesn’t give a damn about world opin-
ion. He cares about domestic opinion, which 
has soared to more than 80 percent approval 
since Crimea. If anything, he’s been embold-
ened. On Wednesday, his proxies shot down 
two more jets — a fi nger to the world and a 
declaration that his campaign continues.

A real U.S. president would give Kiev 
the weapons it needs, impose devastating 
sectoral sanctions on Moscow, reinstate our 
Central European missile-defense system and 
make a Reaganesque speech explaining why. 

Obama has done none of these things. 
Why should he? He’s on the right side of 
history.

Of course, in the long run nothing lasts. 
But history is lived in the here and now. 
The Soviets had only 70 years, Hitler a mere 
12. Yet it was enough to murder millions 
and rain ruin on entire continents. Bashar 
al-Assad, too, will one day go. But not before 
having killed at least 100,000 people.

All domination must end. But after how 
much devastation? And if you leave it to 
the forces of history to repel aggression and 
redeem injustice, what’s the point of politics, 
of leadership, in the fi rst place?

The world is afl ame and our leader is 
on the 14th green. The arc of history may 
indeed bend toward justice, Mr. President. 
But, as you say, the arc is long. The job of a 
leader is to shorten it, to intervene on behalf 
of “the fi erce urgency of now.” Otherwise, 
why do we need a president? And why did 
you seek to become ours?

Charles Krauthammer’s email address 
is letters@charleskrauthammer.com.

The vacant presidency

BY EUGENE ROBINSON 
WASHINGTON

The civilian death toll in Gaza from Is-
rael’s latest incursion is appalling. The 
right to self-defense is inalienable, but 

it is not free from moral constraints.
As of this writing, nearly 750 Palestinians 

have been killed since the Israeli assault be-
gan, including dozens of children. On Thurs-
day, a compound housing a United Nations 
school — crowded with Gaza residents who 
had fl ed their homes to seek shelter — was 
shelled in an incident still under investiga-
tion by the Israeli Defense Forces. Palestin-
ian offi cials said 15 people were killed and 
scores injured.

I support Israel. I abhor Hamas. But 
unleashing such devastating fi repower on 
a tiny, densely crowded enclave in which 
civilians are trapped — and thus destined to 
become casualties — is wrong by any reason-
able moral standard.

The Israeli government’s motivations in 
Gaza deserve to be taken 
seriously. In the end, how-
ever, they do not justify the 
onslaught that is now in its 
third week. For Israeli mili-
tary action to be justifi able, it 
must be proportionate. What 
we’re witnessing is not.

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu said 
Sunday that Hamas is “tar-
geting civilians and hiding 
behind civilians,” which he 
called a “double war crime.” 
He was referring to the fact 
that Hamas targets Israeli civilians with 
its rocket attacks and positions its military 
installations in residential neighborhoods or 
near schools and hospitals.

Netanyahu is right that these practices are 
reprehensible and that Israel has every right 
to respond. But none of this absolves Israel 
from its own moral responsibility. A civi-
lized nation does not repay every heinous 
act in kind.

Israel says it is taking great pains to avoid 
civilian deaths. Indeed, Israel has been 
warning people to leave — with leafl ets, text 
messages and non-lethal “roof-knocking” 
bombs — before smashing into residential 
neighborhoods. It is also true that in many 
instances Hamas, even knowing that an 
attack was coming, has instructed Gazans to 
stay put.

I have seen no confi rmed reports, how-
ever, of Hamas using force to keep people in 
targeted areas so they can serve as human 
shields — and perhaps sway world opinion 
by boosting the body count. When people 
decide they must leave their homes, they 
can do so. But where are these evacuees 
supposed to go? To the nearest school or 
hospital? Not if these, too, are considered le-
gitimate targets by the Israeli armed forces.

Gazans cannot fl ee across the closed bor-
der with Egypt. They obviously do not have 
the option of escaping into Israel or sailing 
away across the Mediterranean Sea. Gaza’s 
1.8 million people are packed into an enclave 
measuring 139 square miles — an area and 
population roughly the size of Philadelphia.

Israeli offi cials say they would never 
consider attacking such targets as a school, 
a hospital or an apartment building unless 
Hamas were using these places — which 
should be off-limits in war — as military 
command posts, launch sites for rocket at-
tacks and entry points for tunnels through 
which assassins and suicide bombers could 
enter Israel.

Again, however, there is the issue of 
proportionality. The military and political 
leadership of Hamas has much better intel-
ligence about what the Israeli armed forces 
are doing, and more options for refuge and 
shelter, than the average Gazan. Indeed, we 
have not heard of any major Hamas fi gure 
being killed. So if you’re an Israeli com-
mander and you know that there’s a Hamas 
military facility next to a medical clinic, but 
you’re not completely sure the militants are 
still there, while the clinic is likely packed 
with injured civilians, do you still pull the 
trigger?

Hamas’ rockets are much less of a threat 
than in the past because of Israel’s Iron 
Dome missile defense system, which has an 
impressive record. The tunnels are more 
worrisome because of their potential for use 
in future terrorism. Assume for the sake of 
argument that Israel had no choice but to 
act. What, then, would be a morally accept-
able number of Palestinian civilian casual-
ties?

Let me frame the question in practical 
terms: How many civilian casualties are 
needed to guarantee another generation of 
hatred and war?

The scale of death and destruction ap-
pears to be aimed not just at lessening the 
actual threat from Hamas but also at punish-
ing Gazans for elevating Hamas to power in 
the fi rst place. Netanyahu seems determined 
to teach them a lesson.

From all reports, however, the people of 
Gaza were already weary of Hamas. Netan-
yahu could have offered them an alternative 
future of free movement, economic develop-
ment and peace. Instead, he gives them no 
choice.

Eugene Robinson’s email address is 
eugenerobinson@washpost.com.

Losing 
the moral

high ground

Charles
Krauthammer

Samantha
Kerkman

KENOSHA NEWS FILE PHOTO
Joe Mangi visited students 
at Reuther Central High 
School in January.
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