
Hi friends, 

I so enjoy our community Holy Week services each year. I probably enjoy them even more 
when I don’t have to preach – like this year – no pressure, no stress! And, as I have stated in 
the past, it is a time for Susan and me to sit together in the congregation, and it is time for 
me in particular to receive rather than give. I get recharged, and truly filled. Also, I 
thoroughly enjoy different denominations coming together as one and celebrating Christ. It 
is one of the greatest pictures of Christian unity that I get to witness! 

The following is just a quick summary of each preacher’s message during that special 
week: 

Monday – Kent Price, First Christian Church 

Jesus quotes the Old Testament all the time! Jesus did just that when a Pharisee asked, 
“Teacher, what is the greatest commandment in the Law?”  Jesus replied, “Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind (Duet. 6:5).  This is 
the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself (Lev. 19:18).’  All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments” 
(Mt. 22:36-40). Someone once said that the greatest commandment is one of the first 
commandments in the Bible, and the 2nd greatest commandment is one of the last 
commandments in the Bible. These two commandments take care of everything in 
between. 

Tuesday – Brett Rinehart, First Baptist Church 

Which commandment is the most important? It is “love the Lord your God.”  When you 
focus on God, other things melt away (Mark 12:28). “Love your neighbor as yourself” – this 
is God working through us (Mark 12:31). Love from the Holy Spirit flows through us 
(Matthew 22:40, Mark 12:41). We can make a difference when living out the principles that 
Jesus teaches. [Thanks to Susan for her notes as I could not be present] 

Wednesday – Dave Powel, Calvary Assembly of God 

When we aren’t in church, we are still disciples – still following -still His followers.  First 
Thessalonians 6 tells us to rejoice always, pray, yield to the Holy Spirit, head God’s word, 
and discern God’s Word. Let’s hold firm to what is good and do our best to remain 
blameless. 

Thursday – Jeremiah Jasper, Woodford Memorial United Methodist Church 

Why did Jesus wash his disciples' feet? Because it was a means of grace.  In doing so, Jesus 
displayed humility and servanthood. And he served a comeuppance to the disciples who 



lacked a humble, servant-like attitude.  Jesus’ action was a symbol of our role in the body of 
Christ. Many times, over the years, I notice people who don’t take communion when I serve 
it. In speaking with them after the service, I asked them why they didn’t participate.  Nine 
times out of ten they tell me, “Because I don’t feel worthy.” I tell them, “It’s not about you – 
it’s about Him!” 

Friday – Jason Brandon, First Church of Christ  

The cross is the victory of Christ.  That victory began in the garden when Jesus prayed, “Not 
my will but your will be done.”  In today’s world, there is less difference between the church 
and the world.  Is the Holy Spirit doing anything? Today’s faith is often about pleasing self 
instead of pleasing God, and too many churches often do not live for Jesus.  Don’t let your 
faith become a fair-weathered affection. [Thanks to Lynn Ritter for her notes as I could not 
be present] 

Peace be with you! 

 

Brian 
 

The following youths were baptized on Sunday, April 21, 2024: 

Sohpia Boyles, Ellie Casto, Samuel “Sam” Cochran, Sara Cochran,  

‘ 

 

 

The following youths completed their Confirmation Class:  

      Sophia Boyles, Samuel Cochran, Andrew Harris, Rachel Himes, Madelyn 
Lambert, and Isaac Reel.  
 

 

The Upper Rooms for May – June 2024 is available. You may pick up your copy 
outside the double mahogany doors on the rolling cart Monday - Thursday, 
from 9 am to 3 pm or from the Usher’s podium on Sundays. Thank you! 



Children and Youth Ministry 

Hello Church Family,  

  April proved to be a busy month for the children and youth departments. Attendance in 

Children’s Church has been steadily increasing, making my heart smile, and making me ask 

the question... “Do we need more tables in here?” That’s a good problem to have! Encounter 

has also been in full swing. We have seen several new teens come. My hope is this program 

continues to grow. Our final Encounter for the school season is May 7th. We will be starting 

a little early that evening to make time for an unforgettable downtown scavenger hunt and 

party to follow. Please make plans for your teen to be there to celebrate the near end of the 

school year.  

     On April 12th we had our first ever “Girls Night”. This event was even more fun than I 

expected… plus we got to talk about some very important subjects! We started our evening 

out with tacos and a homemade clay jewelry bowl. I believe each girl enjoyed herself, I know 

I certainly did.  

  In other news, on Sunday April 14th, we were able to offer the final confirmation class for 

the students who started confirmation with Kary before COVID, and then had to stop.  The 

following Sunday they confirmed their faith and commitment to the church. What a 

blessing!  

   I am personally immersed in the world of VBS. No matter how many years I run a VBS, I do 

not think I will ever get over the sense of extreme overwhelm that comes with the planning 

stage. Bible school is truly a big operation.  I am so thankful for the outpouring of response 

to items needed for VBS. So many have stepped up and purchased supplies and I am truly 

thankful for that! As the event gets closer, more items will be listed on the bulletin board 

outside the church office.  Another way to help is to simply donate to the church with your 

check memo line marked VBS.  

   What I am in dire need of now is volunteers. I need about 30 individuals for VBS to take 

place. Without that many, I cannot offer this free program to dozens of kids in our 

community. Please consider volunteering your time for this important cause.  I’m not going 

to lie, it’s a little overwhelming at times, but it’s really a lot of fun! And if I were to guess, I’d 

say you will feel blessed by the experience.  There are many roles to fill in VBS, from 

registration, to station leader, or helper.  If you are willing to help, please call or message me 

today!  

    

     With Love, 

Natasha Evans, Youth Director  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

For those who wish to help out with the various upcoming children/youth events, please 

stop by the church office to fill out the background check form or fill out the copy of the 

form below. Please send the completed form with an $18 check payable to FUMC to 

Rhonda at the church office. Please mark “Confidential” on the envelope. If this payment 

creates a hardship, please contact the church office. 

Per the West Virginia United Methodist Church guidelines, our children/youth 

volunteer/staff are to complete a background check through the United Methodist 

Conference every 4 years.  

Also, there is an excellent 60-minutes training video provided by the WVUMC that our 

volunteer/staff must complete every 4 years. This is an excellent training progrm that will 

certainly be an asset to you as you work with our children/youth in any capacity for their 

safety and your safety. Please visit wvumc.org, click Portico, watch the 4 minute 

instructional video and follow the directions under Laity. Select Safe Sanctuaries tab and 

enroll in the Safe Sanctuary Volunteer Training. At the end there is a Certificate of 

Completion that you can print out or email to Rhonda for your records.   

Thank you in advance for taking the two steps necessary to work or continue to work with 

our children/youth. 

 

Child Protection Co-Chair Coordinators, 

Sarah Martin 

Denise Losh 

 

 

 

 



West Virginia Annual Conference 

The United Methodist Church 
 

____________________________________________________ 

 
AUTHORIZATION TO CONDUCT BACKGROUND CHECK 

 
Event/Purpose/ 

Church Name: 
 

Who should receive 

the final report? 
 

(Please include address for reports to be sent.) 
 

The West Virginia Annual Conference will conduce a background check for the event 

listed above in accordance with the conference policies as provided in the West Virginia 

Conference Child Protection Standards.  
 

In order to complete your background check we need the following information. Please fill 

out the following and return this letter to me at Office of Connectional Ministries. All fields 

are required. Not answering any of these questions will delay your background check. 

Answer “none” where applicable.  

 

Name (first, middle, last)  

Other Names in last five 

years 

 

Current Street Address  

City State  Zip  

Current County of Residence 

List previous addresses over last five years: 

Social Security Number                                                          Date of Birth  

 
I give the West Virginia Annual Conference, The United Methodist Church, permission to conduct this background 

check. 

 

Signature  Date  

 

Please return this completed form marked “Confidential” to your church child protection coordinator. 



 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Basic Needs Ministry Community Brunch 
                First United Methodist Church 
                          315 Kerens Avenue 
                 Elkins, West Virginia   26241 

                               Sunday, May 19, 2024 
          Serving between 10:00 am -12:30 pm 

                            in the Family Life Center 

 

MENU:  Special-Mexican omelet; chili, cheese, green onion, eggs with cheese, 

potatoes, sausage, gravy, biscuits, donut French toast casserole,  

strawberry and pineapple salad. 

A free will offering will be taken upon entry to the Family Life Center.  

Donations from the following basic needs items are encouraged: 

                   

                   Toilet Paper                               Deodorant – Men’s and Women’s 

                   Toothpaste                                Shampoo 

                   Toothbrushes                                                          

 



 

 

United Women in Faith  

The United Women in Faith had a guest speaker at their last meeting, J.J. Johnson, of the 
Centers Against Violence. She shared information on services they offer.  

Members brought donations for their shelters and the group made a monetary donation. 

The next United Women in Faith meeting will be on Wednesday, May 15.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark your calendar…. 
 

 

When: Thursday, June 6 

through Sunday, June 9 

Where: West Virginia 

Wesleyan College, 

Buckhannon, West Virginia 



     

           

                  CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY 

                                                        to the family of 

                                                Leigh Margaret Fletcher 
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                                    CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
                                                            Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM – 3 PM / PH: 304-636-0660    
Pastor: Brian Seders (304-636-0406 Home)   

blseders@gmail.com, twitter:  @SedersBrian  
 

Assoc. Pastor:                           
 

Office Manager/Treasurer: Rhonda Elmer                                       
rhonda@fumcelkinswv.com   
‘ 

Youth Minister:   Natasha Evans  
 
Financial Secretary:  Julie Civiello        
                                   
Music Director: Susan Seders                                                                               Custodian:     

Pianist/Handbell/Choir Director:  Susan Seders                                                                                Nursery Supervisor:  Crystal White           
Pastor Emeritus: Basil Hensley                                          Staff Liaison:  Lynn Ritter 

 

 

 

                


