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2012 Satisfaction Syrah
Satisfaction Syrah is 100% Amalie Robert Estate
grown Syrah. Among our 35 acres of Pinot Noir,
we have planted 0.80 acres (1,188 vines to be
exact) of Syrah. This planting represents 4
clones selected for the cool Northern Rhône
area of Côte Rôtie, and now Dallas, Oregon.
We grow Syrah right alongside Pinot Noir, and
most of the vineyard work is very similar. The
primary difference is that we have to wait until
November to harvest. We think it is worth the
wait. Syrah is a very adaptive variety, and much like
Pinot Noir, reflects its growing conditions.
Syrah is grown in the hottest parts of the southern Hemisphere where it is
known as “Shiraz” and a bit farther south into the cool climate of New
Zealand as well. The entire west coast of the United States grows Syrah
from California, to the warm areas of eastern Washington and now very
small plantings in Oregon’s Willamette Valley.
Tasting Notes: Exuberant red leads you to grilled
bacon wrapped black olives on a freshly tarred
country road adjoining a lavender farm on a warm
afternoon. A gentle breeze directs precision to
intention and the unique ripening curve of cool
climate Syrah is revealed. Lissome yet assertive
flavors permeate and are buttressed with focused
acidity. Ever present stem tannins assert discipline
and foretell of a return to this place befriended by
the passage of time.
Amalie Robert Estate was founded by Dena Drews
and Ernie Pink in 1999. Dena and Ernie left the
corporate world behind and began a journey to
grow Pinot Noir in the last best place on earth.

"...for fans of the delicate, graceful school of Pinot Noir, which is decidedly
the style that’s emphasized here. A wide range of wines, almost entirely Pinot
Noir, are made from the 35 acres of estate vines, and Drews and Pink aren’t
afraid to hold them back for late or successive releases depending on the
personality of each individual bottling. In warm vintages the effects of the
weather express themselves on the wines here, but rarely do they head into
dark fruit territory…”
- Josh Raynolds, Vinous, December 2016
2011 Satisfaction Syrah Accolades
91 points – The Wine Advocate, March 2015

