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Immanuel Lutheran Church LC-MS
229 11th Ave. West
Grinnell, Iowa 50112
Office: 641-236-6691
Email: immanuelutheran@iowatelecom.net

Rev. Dr. Joel Koepp
Cell Ph. 507-829-3901  
Email: koeppj@hotmail.com

Office hours
Monday through Thursday 8am to 3pm

Let’s Get Social
          Website
                   http://www.immanuelgrinnell.org

          Facebook
                   Immanuel Lutheran Church LC-MS

                       Podcast
     https://anchor.fm/ImmanuelGrinnell

Worship with Us!
Sundays at Immanuel
Divine Worship 9:00 a.m.
Christian Education 10:30 a.m.
Bible Study 10:30 a.m.

Thursdays
Weekly Bible Study 11:00 a.m.
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Immanuel News                   
Reference Information

HAVE YOU...moved? ...changed phone numbers? ...changed email addresses?  
...need to update birthday/anniversary dates? Let the office know! Thanks!

LET US KNOW...If you have a loved one ill or hospitalized, have a new 
baby, would like a pastoral visit, or if any pastoral need arises.

PRAYER REQUEST...If you would like a special prayer during the prayers of 
the church on Sunday, please contact Rev. Dr. Koepp: 

Office: 641-236-6691
Email: koeppj@hotmail.com   

Cell: 507-829-3901   
    
DO YOU...want to put something in the bulletin or newsletter? Have a prayer 
request? Birth/Anniversary/Graduation announcements? Upcoming events? If 
so, please submit the information as you want it to appear in the bulletin or 
newsletter by the deadlines listed below to the church secretary at  
immanuelutheran@iowatelecom.net. 

Deadlines:
Bulletin – 12 noon of each Wednesday 
Newsletter – 15th of each month

For those of you without email access, please call or submit your written 
request to the church secretary.
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Alleluia Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!

There is much that can be said, and by the time this 
come out, I assume you have all received the letter I 
sent in the mail. If you have not, please let me know. 
For the month of May, given the current state of things 
in the world, I wanted to share some words from
Johann Gerhard. 

Johann Gerhard is one of the three great classical Lutheran theologians. Most 
know of the “Martins”: Martin Luther and Martin Chemnitz. He lived from 
1582-1637, and was a brilliant theologian. At a young age, he suffered from 
severe depression and health difficulties. He is most known for his extensive 
works in doctrinal theology, but he also wrote several devotionals. In one of his 
prayer books, he asks: What is prayer?

If someone wants to describe adequately the usefulness of pious, earnest prayer, 
he will, in my opinion, surely find a beginning more easily than a conclusion. Pi-
ous prayer offered in faith is familiar conversation with God. It is a salutary rem-
edy to all the difficulties of life. It is the key to heaven and the door to paradise. It 
shows us how much we depend on God, and it is a ladder of ascension to God. It 
is a shield for our defense and a faithful messenger of the ambassador. It is refresh-
ment in the heat of misfortune; it is medicine during illness. It is a winch, draw-
ing us to heaven, and a vessel that draws water from the font of divine kindness. 
It is a sword against the devil and a defense against misfortune. It is a wind that 
blows away evil and brings earthly benefits. It is a nurse that nurtures virtue and 
conquers faults. It is a great fortification for the soul and gives free access to God. 
It is a spiritual feast and a heavenly delicacy. It is consolation for the dejected and 
a delight for the holy. It grants knowledge of the secret things of God and acquires 
His gifts. It upholds the world and rescues people. It is a joy for the heart and a 
jubilation for the mind. It follows God’s gift of grace, and it leads ahead into glory. 
It is a garden of happiness and a tree full of delights. It calms the conscience and 
increases thankfulness. It sends demons running and draws angels close. It is a 
soothing remedy for the misfortunes of this life and the sweet smell of the sacrifice 
of thanksgiving. It is a foretaste of the life to come and sweetens the bitterness of 
death.
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Whoever is truly a child of God through faith will, with childlike trust, address 
his or her heavenly Father every day in prayer. The one in whose heart the Holy 
Spirit has made His home will, as a spiritual priest, daily offer to God this incense 
of prayer. There are four immovable truths on which our confidence to pray rests. 
Because of these, we may be certain that our heavenly Father mercifully hears our 
prayers. The truths on which our certainty rests are: (1) God’s omnipotent kind-
ness; (2) God’s unfailing truthfulness; (3) Christ’s intercession as our mediator; 
and (4) the Holy Spirit’s testimony. 

With this as a starting point, for your edification, I share with you Johann Ger-
hard’s prayer for the afflicted and those who are suffering:

Omnipotent, Eternal, and Merciful God, You are the Savior of all, especially those 
who believe (1 Timothy 4:10). You have commanded through the apostle that 
prayers be offered for everyone (1 Timothy 2:1). On behalf of all who are suffering 
under affliction and hardship, I beg You to uphold them with the consolation of 
Your grace and to support them with the help of Your might. Clothe with heavenly 
power and strength those who sweat in the most grievous agony of satanic temp-
tation. Make them partakers of Your victory, O Christ, powerful victor over the 
devil. May the refreshment of Your heavenly grace encourage those whose bones 
are dried up by the fire of sorrow. Uphold all those who fall and raise up all who 
are bowed down (Psalm 145:14). Be gracious in allowing illness so physical sick-
ness may be a spiritual medicine. May those who are ill recognize that sickness 
is an attendant of sin and a forerunner of death. Give to them strength of faith 
and patience, O true Physician of souls and bodies. Restore them to their former 
health, provided that it is advantageous to their eternal salvation.

Protect those who are with child; support those who are giving birth. It is You who 
bring infants from the confines of their mother’s wombs and enlarge the human 
race by Your blessing. Be with those who are in the pains of labor, O Lover and 
Giver of life, so they are not oppressed with excessive pain. Nourish orphans who 
are forsaken of all help. Protect those who have lost their spouse because You who 
have called Yourself the Father of the fatherless and the Defender of the widowed 
(Psalm 68:5). May the tears of those who have been widowed break through the 
clouds and not be quieted until they reach Your throne (Sirach 35:15ff).
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Hear those who are in danger at sea and cry out to You. Give freedom to the cap-
tives so they may proclaim Your kindness with grateful hearts. Make firm those 
who suffer persecution for the sake of righteousness so they may be victorious over 
all their enemies and receive the eternal crown of martyrdom (Matthew 5:10). 
Help those who are suffering dangers and misfortunes so they may possess their 
souls by true patience (Luke 21:19) and, denying their own will, take up their 
cross (Matthew 16:24). As they take up their cross, may they follow Him in whom 
they believe and who died on the cross. Kindest Father, I specifically entrust to 
Your care those who are poised at the gates of death, those who hover between 
time and eternity and who wrestle with all their might with this last foe. Make 
them firm, O powerful Victor over death. Free them, Ruler of life, so they are not 
drowned by the waves of temptation but are brought to the port of eternal tran-
quility. Have mercy on all, You who are the Creator of all. Have mercy on all, You 
who are the Redeemer of all. To You be praise and glory for all eternity. Amen.

3
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President’s Piece for Peace
Rev. Dr. Brian S. Saunders
District President

As I compose this article we are all in the midst of seclusion (of one sort or anoth-
er). It almost seems as though we are under attack by an unseen force with no am-
munition to fight against it, an evil foe with no face or uniform. Our concerns run 
the gamut and rightly so. At first the enemy was far away, but now that it is on our 
shores and even in our cities, fear replaces complacency and caution takes over for 
carelessness. This too is not a bad thing, and so we wonder what is going to happen. 
When will normal return? Will there ever be a normal again? Are these unprec-
edented times or unplowed territory? We cry out in prayer to our Lord for healing, 
deliverance, patience and safety, all of which is good and right for us to do.

It reminds me of the situation King Hezekiah was in when Jerusalem was under 
attack and siege by King Sennacherib of Assyria. Sennacherib had conquered the 
Northern ten tribes of Israel without much effort. He carried away their citizens into 
slavery. The demonstration of his power was undeniable. Now he turned his
sights toward a capture and demolition of God’s Holy City and its residents. Fear got 
the best of King Hezekiah and the citizens of Jerusalem when they saw thousands 
of Assyrian soldiers surrounding the city. Even tribute did not deter the evil foe. All 
Judah had to hold onto was the Lord Almighty. This is the very Lord Sennacherib 
ridiculed and rebuffed claiming Judah’s God was as weak and useless as all the other 
god’s he had defeated.

All looked gloomy and dark for the remnant of the Lord. There were not enough 
armaments and resources to survive. No hope! So King Hezekiah goes to the Temple 
of the Lord and converses with the Prophet Isaiah. God spoke through the prophet 
and said “I will defend this city and save it, for my sake and for the sake of David my 
servant.” The next morning the Angel of the Lord smote 185,000 Assyrian soldiers to 
their death. He sent a plague among them and they died no longer a threat to Jerusa-
lem. Victory, peace, rejoicing and deliverance were the topic of the day. 

What do we have to fight with against this unseen enemy that lurks in our midst in 
the form of a virus? We pray for deliverance, victory, peace once again. We long for 
the day when we can once again assemble in the House of the Lord and receive His 
gifts without interference of contagion. We want to return to work and not have to 
stay a distance from one another. We look for the economy to return that we may 
live lives more to what we are accustomed. What shall bring this about? Will we be 
delivered? Who will send a plague against the virus and lay 185,000 of its contagions 
to rest?



While we may be looking for a more concrete answer to these questions, I wish to 
direct us a different direction. I don’t know when the virus alert will be over. I don’t 
have any prediction as to what our economy will look like a year from now. I hesitate 
to declare when we will all be able to return in full mass to our Houses of Worship 
and receive God’s precious gifts together once again.

What I can say is that the Angel of the Lord who slew 185,000 Assyrians protecting 
the Chosen of God has not fallen asleep nor is He apt to slumber. In a sense He used 
a plague to destroy the pestilence. When Satan thought he had Jesus pinned down 
as He was being sacrificed on the cross, Jesus used His own suffering and anguish to 
defeat Satan and crush his head. The victory has been won and the old evil foe has 
no dominion over us. The Devil cannot have us, he cannot accuse us, nor can he car-
ry us off to his place of torment and slavery. Jesus took our malady and made it His 
own. He became sin for us that we might become the righteousness of God. Proof of 
His victory, His success, His accomplished mission is in the fact He rose from the
dead and lives for eternity. His victory is given to us in the precious waters of Holy 
Baptism. There we have overcome sin and death. In the washing and regeneration 
our soul was redeemed and we became children of God the Heavenly Father. We are 
safe in the Jerusalem of the Church and have a never ending supply of mercy and 
grace delivered in the Means of Grace.

For that reason we will not be afraid. We will not panic as if God were not paying 
attention. We will be patient and wait on Him. We will look to Him and His eternal 
promises that are new to us every morning. The virus comes and goes as it will and 
God is using the kingdom of the left to address it. It has its way and so be it. At the 
same time sin and death does not control us nor can it take us away from the peace 
we have in Jesus. 

The time will come when we return to what we are more accustomed. In the future 
we will be able to gather side-by-side and not fear a contagion. Work will resume 
and more importantly, worship will not be hindered. This and all else is in the hands 
of He who destroyed death and the grave. Jesus lives and because He lives we will 
live too. He is risen! He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

In Christ Jesus our Lord, God be with you
President Saunders.
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Jesus said to His disciples, “Go into all the world and proclaim the 
gospel to the whole creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will 
be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” (Mark 
16:15-16) Paul wrote to Timothy, “Keep a close watch on yourself 
and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save 
both yourself and your hearers.” (1 Tim. 4:16)

In effort to preach the Gospel to the members of Immanuel, the 
Pastor and elder’s are tasked with keeping close watch on both the 
teaching and its hearers. There are several members of Immanuel 
for whom we have either no contact information, or not the correct 
contact information. If you do, we are asking you to pass it along 
to either Pastor or the Board of Elders (Joel McDonough, Steve 
Haase, Darlo Kelting, and Ken Mergen), so that we can, “consider 
how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting 
to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see the day drawing near.”  
(Hebrew 10:24-25)

(a) Janea Hillier
(b) Jason Krumm
(c) Kiara Petersen
(d) Aaron, Aeja, Alec, Alexi, Brian, Shannon, Valerie Schultz
(e) Patrick Harms
(f) Eric Heimsoth
(g) Sara Heimsoth
(h) Travis Puls
(i) Tyler Puls
(j) Bill Nagel
(k) Michael Cadwell
(l) Welcher
(m) Tanner
(n) Bryn, Carey, and Corey Ford
(o) Cara Padgett
(p) Marcia Tarvin



UPDATE FROM CAMP IO-DIS-E-CA
As we continue to endure the uncertainty of life in the midst of this pandemic, 
thanks be to God we have certain victory over sin and death through the life, 
death, and RESURRECTION of Jesus. It’s been a little more than three weeks 
since we’ve updated you all about the Coronavirus pandemic’s impact to 
Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca. If you’d like to view this update in video form, click here. 
A few key updates include:

The Family Campground is closed indefinitely. The governor also ordered 
recreational camping be stopped at least until April 30. Because of financial 
concern due to the pandemic, we’ve implemented a soft spending freeze until 
we feel confident our ability to spend dollars will be met with income. So once 
we’re given direction as to when recreational camping opens up, we’ll need a 
bit of time get our Family Campground ready to go. We’ll update you as soon 
as we get it up and running.

With regards to summer camp, we’re going to continue patience in this time. 
We’re waiting to see what the coming weeks bring to see how our upcoming 
summer camp season is impacted. We’re still hoping on summer camp as we 
have planned it, but we have also developed some alternative summer camp 
contingencies should the pandemic disrupt our current summer camp sched-
ule. We’re going to announce those possibilities after April 24, with final deci-
sions no later than May 22, and we certainly want to have a decision before 
that. Our first day of summer camp is scheduled for June 17.

We’re still receiving registrations, and if you want to secure your spot for sum-
mer camp, do so today by registering online at campiodiseca.org. Prices go 
up $10 after April 27, so you have a great chance to save money by register-
ing before then.

Our next Camp update will be on April 24, which is the end of next week. Our 
hope is that we’ll have a better picture of what things look like at that time. 
After that, we plan to give you an update each Friday as we have new infor-
mation.

God be with you in this time, and keep you safe from all danger, especially 
from COVID-19! We look forward to serving you soon!

Peace in Christ, 

Daniel Sanchez
Camp Director
Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry

Newsletter Article – May 2020

Our Savior calls us to follow Him in generosity. “For I have given you an example, 
that you also should do just as I have done to you.” (John 13:15) We cannot give our 
lives for the salvation of the world, of course. Praise God – that job’s already done!

But with hearts full of thanksgiving for what Jesus has given us, we can follow Jesus’ 
example of generous giving. And this is not merely an example alone. It’s also our 
Lord’s command. “The one who contributes, (let him give) in generosity.” (Rom. 
12:8)

So, when we give to help others who are in need, and when we bring offerings to 
the Lord, we should strive to heed His command and follow the pattern He has es-
tablished for us. Jesus did not give us leftovers. He gave His best. So, we should not 
give leftovers, either, but the first and best of what He has given us. Jesus did not give 
as an afterthought, but according to the plan of salvation God established from the 
foundation of the world.

So, when it comes to our offerings to the Lord, we should make a thoughtful plan to 
give generously, in proportion to the way He has blessed us. Like the Macedonian 
Christians, who gave according to their ability – and even beyond their ability (2 
Cor. 8:3) – we can and should give a generous portion of the income that God pro-
vides us to honor the Lord.

So also, we should give freely, just as Jesus gave freely for us. There is no compulsion 
involved in our works of love and our offerings to the Lord. Nor do we give grudg-
ingly. We should give freely and cheerfully because we want to out of thanksgiving. 
“Each as he purposes in his heart,” as the Lord says. (2 Cor. 9:7) There is no New Tes-
tament ceremonial law involved here. Rather, we are free to give as generously as our 
Savior has given for us.

In the same way, our Lord teaches us to give generously out of love – love for Him 
and for our neighbor. Genuine love is always love in deed (1 John 3:18), love such as 
Jesus showed us all.  It is love that sees our neighbor in need and gives generously to 
help him. It is love that hears the Word of the Lord and does what it says. If we truly 
love, we give generously. If we give without love, our giving is not truly following 
Jesus.
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Finally, we follow Jesus in generosity when we give for a good purpose to thank the 
Lord and support His gospel ministry and other works of mercy. The people of Israel 
gave generously for the service of God’s gospel purposes, to construct and support 
the operation of the tabernacle. For that was the place where the Lord received the 
Old Testament sacrifices, through which He bestowed the forgiveness of sins on His 
people. So, they gave abundantly – so abundantly that they had to be told to stop 
giving. (Ex. 36:5-6)

In the same way, we should bring generous offerings to support the Lord’s work of 
bestowing His gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation in our congregations through 
the preaching and teaching of His Word, Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper. We should 
support the Lord’s work of caring for those who are poor and needy.

Our Savior calls us to follow His example in generous giving. Let us then, with 
thankful hearts, rededicate ourselves to following Him in generosity.
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Will you help support the young women in our life-affirming, crisis pregnancy 
counseling program by purchasing a gas gift card?

Lutheran Family Service is in need of $10 gas gift cards from Casey's, Kum 
& Go, Kwik Star, or any other major gas station chain to support young 
women faced with an unplanned pregnancy.

These gas gift cards help young women in need get to doctor appointments, 
the grocery store, job interviews, and work.

Through Lutheran Family Service's program, we help young women with 
all aspects of life, not just the pregnancy. It is our goal to help her choose 
life and create a stable home whether she decides to parent her child or 
place her child for adoption. All of this support and help is at no cost to these 
women because of people like you supporting this program.

Gift cards can be mailed to:
Lutheran Family Service

Attn: Kim Laube
6200 Aurora Ave, Suite 410W

Urbandale, IA 50322



    2020 Immanuel Officers & Board Members
President   
Steve Haase      

Vice President  
Joel McDonough
    
Secretary   
Kathy Stanek
    
Treasurer   
Chris Christinson
   
Elders
Joel McDonough~Chairman   
Steve Haase       
Darlo Kelting    
Ken Mergen    

Trustees   
Kevin Schultz        
Ben Louden        

Board of Education  
Sherry Baker~Chairman      
Megan Schutt   
Markie Koepp   
   
Board of Stewardship   
Keith Thorpe     
Pamela Sittig      
Cindy Cloyed 

Board of Evangelism & Missions 
June Routier~Chairman     
Dianna Kelting 
Sandy Koch 

LWML President  
Pam Haase

LWML Treasurer  
Susan Schoen

LWML Secretary  
Pam Haase

LWML Christian Life 
Denise Cadwell

Organist   
Esther Huedepohl/Pam Haase

Church Secretary  
Amber Carnine

Sunday School Opening 
Pastor Koepp

Altar Guild    
Helen Thorpe  
Susan Schoen
June Routier    
Danielle McDonough 
Pam Haase
Pam Sittig 
Esther Huedepohl (Backup)
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