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Welcome to the 69TH edition: The journal is not only for the officers of Associations
but also Associations members so we ask you to give it as wide a distribution as
possible to members and anyone else you think might be interested. Articles for
consideration for inclusion will be most welcome. Please submit in word format.
Basil Downing - Waite Chairman/Editor bazval@btinternet.com 01752 771983

Continuing the theme of remembrance I received a poem written by Aidian
Harris at the age of 10. Adian is a grandchild of Plymouths current Lord Mayor Cllr.
Ricard Ball and his wife. To me it demonstrates that regardless of age the young can
be made aware of the sacrifice made on their behalf and taught to appreciate it and it
is good that they are being encouraged to do so.

FLANDER’S FIELDS
The earth around us, frozen in fear
The sky so hazy, things are not clear.
The trees about, completely bare,
The people with dead friends, sit in despair.
In Flanders’s fields.
Many countries fighting together,
Even though all the bad weather ,
Even though there is lots of shooting,
Soon new flowers will be rooting,
In Flanders fields.
Poppies now spout everywhere
You might even spot the occasional hare,
All the colours beautiful and bright,
all growing in the golden sunlight, In Flanders’s fields.

Door of Unity. A ceremony was held at the Door of Unity to mark the 89th
Anniversary of the Dedication of the Door of Unity St Andrews Church.” Sacred to
the memory of William Allen Esq. aged 27 years, Late Commander of the United
States Brig Argus who died August 18th, 1813. In consequence of a wound received
in action with HMS Pelican August 14th 1813.Also in remembrance of Richard
Delphey, Midshipman age 18 years USN. Killed in the same action whose remains
are deposited on the left. Here sleep the brave. In 1930 the head stone was reset
and the adjacent door into the Prysten House restored by the National Society of
United States Daughters of 1812 to perpetuate the memory of these officers and to
record an appreciation of a humane and chivalrous action of the English people. The
grave and the “Door of Unity” have thus become a unique symbol of Anglo-American
Friendship. It was a well-attended event with a great showing and contribution by
the Military Kids Club and young people from various schools. Olivia Templeton the
Young City Laureate 2019 wrote and recited a poem that she had produced to mark
the occasion. The Standards of RN. RM, MN and Military, Kids Club under the
control of Federation Parade Marshall Jerry Jossee were on parade . The service
was conducted by Reverend Joe Dent in the company of Plymouths Lord Mayor with
wreaths being laid by the Lord Mayor, representatives of the Royal Navy, The
Federation of Plymouth & District ex Services Associations and the Military Kids Club
and was followed with bunches of flowers laid by a group of young people. It was
also good to see City Council Councillor Jonathan Drean who often shows an
interest in these types of local events if and when he has the time.

Here sleeps the brave
Here sleeps the brave
Wrapped in black velvet cascades
An American flag adorns the back
Honoured by Military band parades
It carries the American hero of the war
That was Captain Allen of the Argus
Within three weeks, he had a heroes legacy
As 20 British vessels descended into ocean’s
darkness
Captain Maples of HMS Pelican
Was sent to stop the destruction
Of the ship that had sentenced so many others
But the pair had a poor introduction

When Maples came across the sight
Of a ships burning deck
Atop the waves wrestling with an American ship
That was fleeing from the British wreck
When the two met again
It was a very different story
For the Captains were not similar
And they wouldn’t both receive the glory
The battle opened with gunfire
That tore through the Argus’s braces
And left Captain Allen with a single leg
Bringing an end to the British chases
The Captain was brought to Plymouth
Removed from his life on the tide
And he’s now remembered for his bravery
Because, for his Country, this great man died.

Military Kids Club Awards This is a very pleasant annual event where
awards are presented to people and organisations who give support to this great
organisation. When you see the young people it certainly restores your faith in their
generation and the commitment of their leaders is to be applauded.

Armed Forces Week. The first event was the Armed Forces Flag Raising at
the Civic Flag Pole on Monday 24th June the first day of Armed Forces Week. This is
a very busy time for Services Association’s and Serving Forces to display what they
do and their commitment. Armed Forces Day itself starts off with the RAF & Allied Air
Forces memorial service that is always very well attended by both the public and
Senior representatives of the RAF & Allied Air Forces. This year there was over sixty
wreaths laid and also tributes placed by the young people of Plymouth.

Throughout the day the public were entertained by many organisations from both
serving units and Veterans Associations. Both the senior and the Junior Field Gun
completions were as popular as ever as was the Red Arrows display.The Lord Mayor
was kept very busy and must have visited just about all the stands. This included a
visit in the Vetrans tent that included a vist to the HMS Ganges stand where he
agreed to have his picture taken stood on the replica of the button that was on the
top of the 145ft Ganges Mast were boys joining the Navy climbed during their
training. As a former Royal Navy man he was suitably rewarded with a Tot of Rum

Sea Sunday.
The annual service was held at St Andrews Church Plymouth in the company of
Plymouths Lord Mayor Cllr. Richard Ball and Rear Admiral Rick Cheadle C.B. RN
with Federation Standards on Parade.

Mourning the loss of Rum Issue .

The last day of the daily issue of a tot of

st

rum in the Royal Navy was on 31 July 1970. This is called ‘Black Tot Day’ Traditionally
many Royal Navy organisations mark this occasion by holding a Bar-B-Q or a social on a
day close to the 31st July and carry out a traditional ‘Up Spirits’ ceremony. Plymouths HMS
Ganges Association are no exception and this year in the company of 76 people did do in
the Mount Edgcumbe Masonic Hall Citadel Road Plymouth. Not many tears were shed but
lots of ‘Tots’ drunk. This year’s Rum Bosun was Dave Hutson, Ganges member and a
Federation Delegate..

Yardarm Hanging. For those of you who visit Malta you may like to visit the
grave of the last man hung from a British Warship. Thomas McSweeney, a private in
the Royal Marines, was found guilty by a Court Martial in Malta and was hanged for
the killing of Corporal James T Allen after a dispute aboard the battleship HMS
Rodney, on which both served, while it was docked in Barcelona, Spain. After the
hanging it is said that two priests came on board, cut him down and took the body
ashore to give him a Christian Burial. His body was buried with the inscription on his
tombstone: "Sacred to the memory of Thomas McSweeney, Executed on HMS
Rodney on 8th of June, 1837 aged 23 years." It seems that the religious element to
his trial and execution led to a "cult" growing up in Malta which all these years later
sees fresh flowers laid and candles lit daily on his grave in St Lawrence's
Churchyard, near the village of Vittoriosa on Malta.

Obituaries with Federation Standard in attendance:
If the Federation is requested to attend Funerals by the families the appropriate
Standard Bearers will willingly give their support. Just make the Funeral Director
aware of the requirement.

DIARY OF EVENTS FOR 2019
SEPTEMBER:
Tuesday 3rd MERCHANT NAVY DAY- Unveiling of Merchant Navy Monument,
The Hoe Plymouth. 11.00 Standards to Muster 10.30
Sunday 15th: RAF Battle of Britain Service - St Andrews Church.15th , 11.15 Standards
to muster 10.45.
Sunday 22nd at 14:30 Unveiling of new WW 2 Memorial in Torpoint to those who paid
the ultimate sacrifice for their country. Standards to muster 14.00
OCTOBER:TBA : 1100. Captain Henry VC Commemoration at Ford Park
Cemetery. Organized by the Royal Artillery Association. STANDARDS REQUESTED:
ASSEMBLE 1030
Saturday 26th: Saltash Festival of Remembrance to launch Poppy Appeal. Wesley
Church Saltash. 1900 for 1930. STANDARDS INVITED ASSEMBLE 1900.

NOVEMBER:
Friday 8th:
Remembrance Festival Plymouth Pavilions
Sun 10th Plympton Remembrance Sunday Parade. The Parade musters at 0845 outside
Plymco to march off at 0900. Church service at St Maurice starts at 0930 followed by
the ceremony and two minutes silence at the war memorial starting at about 1050.
Sun 10th:

Royal British Legion Remembrance Day Parade Ivybridge. 1030 for 1100

Sunday 10th: 1100 Remembrance Parade Plymouth Hoe STANDARDS REQUESTED:
ASSEMBLE 1030.
Sun 10th:1500. Ceremony of Remembrance at the Rowan Tree, Minster Church of St
Andrew, Plymouth Organized by the Plymouth Group of Children of Far East Prisoner
of War. (COFEPOW). All welcome to attend.
DECEMBER:
Friday 13th Lord Mayor’s Carol Service. The Minster Church of St Andrews.
Plymouth 19.30
Sun TBA

1100 (form up at 1040) Devonport North Corner Commemoration
Service. Anniversary of Operation Frankton.
Organised by the Royal Marines Association
STANDARDS IF REQUESTED: ASSEMBLE 1030

Friday 13th

1930. The Lord Mayor of Plymouth’s Carol Service-Minster Church of St
Andrew,
STANDARDS REQUESTED: ASSEMBLE 1900

Tuesday 31st Hinkley VC Commemoration at Ford Park Cemetery, Plymouth.
Organised by the Royal Naval Association.
STANDARDS REQUESTED: ASSEMBLE 1030

If you have a military associated event you wish to advertise in
the journal please contact the editor. bazval@btinternet.com
FEDERATION WEB SITE www.fedexservicesassoc.co.uk

