
Wyoming State Muzzleloader Association’s News 

March, 2019 

 

The Holidays have come and gone and the New Year arrived cold .  Hope all of you have done well 

with winter so far this year, and I hope all of you make it till spring.  As for me,  I am so over  

WINTER.  I am happily awaiting spring and warmer weather.  One nice thing is that we were all 

able to get together and have a great time at convention in January.  There were lots of traders, din-

ner, an auction, and dancing.  February brought another round of cold weather for The George 

Walker Winter Challenge.  But there was a good turnout of shooters from Saratoga, Sheridan, and 

Casper.  Scores from The Winter Challenge are in the newsletter.  Many shoots have been planned 

for the upcoming year, so I hope that you can at least attend one state shoot this year.  If you have a 

flyer please send it my way, at WsmlaNews@gmail.com. 

So, until the next newsletter: 

Happy Shooting. 

Sandy Ladwig 
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Greetings, 

 

By the time you are reading this, the Winter Challenge will be over.  Saratoga 

put together a team for the shoot.  This shoot is a lot of fun and we got to har-

ass all our friends.  The lucky part is the Saratoga team came in 1st.   

Don’t forget there are some black powder cartridge matches coming up in April 

and May.  Some of you may be interested in them.  The shotgun shoot in Wor-

land will be held April 26, 27, and 28th.  This is another shoot that is always 

fun.  

The next state shoot will be in Riverton on May 24, 25, 26, & 27.  There will be 

plenty of shoots so bring a lot of powder and balls. 

In June on Father’s Day weekend, there will be a shoot in Glenrock.  This is a 

fun shoot and with good people.  Also, on June 16th at the Father’s Day Shoot, 

the drawing for the long bow will be held.  You better get you tickets. 

I will be leaving after the Glenrock shoot to drive to Alaska with my son, daugh-

ter-in-law, sister, and brother-in-law.  We have a boat reserved for July 4 & 5 

for halibut and cod fishing at Valdez. 

This is enough for now.  Looking forward to seeing everyone in the coming 

months.   

Always, 

 

Gary Millhouse  

 

 



Convention 2019 

 

Convention for 2019, came and went.  There were more traders this year than 

in years past, and traders were put outside of the trading hall, but everything 

worked out well.  Fourteen traders were new this year.  There was lots of people 

who came to check the convention out for the first time, and many said they 

would return.   Trish also said that traders are already booking for next year.  

The dates for convention have been set for next year.  It will be January 17th, 

18th, and 19th, 2020.  I hope that all of you also stayed for the dinner on Sat-

urday evening and enjoyed the auction, and the dance that followed.  Hope to 

see you next year.     



Wyoming State Muzzle Loaders Rendezvous and Traders Fair Photo Contest: 

 

2020  WSMLA Photo Contest 

The Wyoming State Muzzle Loading Association will feature a photo contest at State Conven-

tion in Casper on Saturday, January 18th, 2020.  This event is open to all members and your 

participation is encouraged. 

Categories: 

A. Humorous-Relating to our sport 

B. Shooting/Hunting-black powder target shooting or hunting 

C. Camp Life/Portraiture-rendezvous, primitive camps, people 

D. Scenery/Nature-a picturesque view or landscape/wildlife 

E. Captioned Photos-photos submitted with a phrase or saying attached to them 

**If your photo does not quite fit one of the above categories, we will, with your help place it 

into one anyway.   

Who may enter:  Any paid up member and their immediate family 

Rules: 

*Photos must be enlarged to 8 X 10 and matted.  Digital photos are acceptable but Xerox cop-

ies and pictures that are framed will not be allowed.  This is to make it fair to all participants.  

Please try to have your photos turned in at the photo contest table by 10:30 A.M. on Saturday, 

January 18th.  Remember, the earlier you have it on display, the more time people will have for 

voting on your entry.  Limit of three photos per category per person.   

Awards: 

• 1st, 2nd, 3rd place prizes will be awarded in each category. 

• 1st prize in each division will be $15,00 in Trader Bucks 

• 2nd prize in each division will be $10.00 in Trader Bucks 

• 3rd prize in each division will be $5.00 in Trader Bucks 

• A grand prize for best photo overall will be awarded $25.00 in Trader Bucks. 

**These Trader bucks will only be valid for this year’s convention. 

Judges: 

All members (including family) will be allowed to vote during the viewing period on Saturday.  

You will vote for one photo per category plus the best of show.  Judging will be closed at 3:00 

P.M. to allow for a count of the ballots.  Prizes will be awarded during the auction.  Photos may 

be auctioned off at the owner’s discretion.   

For complete rules, and if you have any questions about the photo contest, please feel free to 

contact Mike Johnson, at (307) 265-3256. 

 





State Convention Meeting Minutes 

WSMLA 

Friday, January 18th, 2019 

 

Meeting was called to order at 8:04 

Roll Call:   President,  Gary Millhouse (2020) 

            Secretary,  Paula Sorter (2019) 

          Treasurer,  Crystal Gillen (2019) 

    Frank Elzay (2019) 

    Bill Morrison (2019) 

    Melissa Connely (2021) 

    Trish Miller  (2020) 

    Ed Kern (2021) 

    Sandy Ladwig (2020) 

    Mike “Magic” Johnson (2020) 

  Vice President, Rich Wormigton (2021) 

    Brian Speicher (2021) 

Minutes: 

  Minutes were presented by Paula and were accepted as written by Melissa 

and seconded by Crystal. 

Treasurers Report: 

  Crystal presented treasurer report.  Report was accepted as written by 

Trish and seconded by Brian.   

Committee Reports 

*Convention-Trish  

There are 14 new traders.  This is the largest convention that we have had.  There are 

no more tables to be used..ran out of tables. 

   



WSMLA  

Friday, January 18th, 2019 

 

*Auction-Ed 

Have a few auction items.  Will use the pre-bid again.  This made the auction go 

better.  Jr. Molina will be auctioneer again.  Will need spotters and presenters. 

Entertainment-Brian 

Jack o lope Ropers will be playing after auction.  They have a mix of old and newer 

music to sing.  They were a reasonable price between $400 and $500. 

*Photo Contest-Mike Johnson 

Great participation.  Concerned about not having enough space.  Will move to the 

serving tables till the contest is over.  Voting will end at 3 p.m. 

*Newsletter-Sandy 

Going well.  Had a oops with the printer.  But the problem is taken care of so the 

newsletter will be back to normal in the next addition.  There are 50 hard copies that 

are delivered.  Quality Office Solutions is the company printing the newsletters and 

Sandy is folding and stamping these to save money. 

*Hats and T-shirts-Paula 

Having a sale to get rid of inventory.  Possibly looking for new vendor., checking pric-

es.  Hats will be $15, short sleeve tshirts $5, long sleeve shirts $10 and sweatshirts 

$20.  Also special orders will be taken. 

*Traveling Trophy-Melissa 

Form worked out well.  Received the trophies and metals. 

*Website-Bill 

Bill says it is still there!  Each club needs to check their club info to make sure it is cor-

rect.   

 

 

 



WSMLA  

Friday, January 18th, 2019 

Old Business: 

*Under hammer– There is no rule in the by laws about the use of under hammers.  

Under hammer and Side hammers will be allowed at state sanctioned shoot. 

*Drawing for a Yellowstone Hunter Longbow made by Rich Wormington.  Ticket will be 

sold at Convention, Winter Challenge Shoot, Memorial Day Shoot and State Shoot.  

Tickets are $5each or 5 for $20.  See any board member for tickets. 

*Dates have been selected for the next three years for the convention. 

January 17-19, 2020 $79 per room. 

January 15-17, 2021 $81 per room. 

January 21-23, 2022 $81 per room. 

The Ramkota will be hosting the event. 

New Business: 

*A Suggestion was brought up about an in-line shoot to bring in new members.  This 

would be in line with open sights.  Was suggested that it be tried at the club level to 

see how it works.  Then go from there.   

Motion to adjourn by Mike Johnson, seconded by Melissa at 8:50 p.m. 

Next General Meeting Jan 19th at 1:00 p.m. 

 

 



WSMLA  

State Convention Minutes 

Saturday, January 19th, 2019 

Meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m.   

Roll Call:   President,  Gary Millhouse (2020) 

  Secretary,  Paula Sorter (2019) 

  Treasurer,  Crystal Gillen (2019) 

    Frank Elzay (2019) 

    Bill Morrison (2019) 

    Melissa Connely (2021) 

    Trish Miller (2020) 

    Ed Kern (2021) 

    Sandy Ladwig (2020) 

    Mike “Magic” Johnson (2020) 

  Vice President, Rich Wormington (2021) 

    Bria n Speicher (2021) 

Minutes: 

 Minutes were presented by Paula and were accepted as written by Melissa and 

seconded by Jr Molina. 

Treasurers report: 

 Crystal presented  treasurer report.  Report was accepted as written by Mike 

Johson and seconded by Brian S.  Sent mailings to old members that membership 

had expired and many renewed.   

Committee Reports 

• Convention-Trish 

There are 34 traders.  Had callers from out of state to express interest in our event.  

* Auction –Ed 

Have great auction items.  Will use the pre bid again.  This made the auction go 

better.  Will need spotters and presenters.   



WSMLA 

Saturday, January 20th, 2019 

*Entertainment-Brian 

Jack o lope Ropers will be playing after auction.  They will arrive around 4 p.m. to set 

up.  One of the members have played in our venue before. 

*Photo Contest-Mike Johnson 

 Good turnout, need votes.  Wanting to redo rules.  No frames.  This can be a safety 

issue if gets broken.  Levels the playing field if everyone uses the mats, easier to stack 

and carry.  Wanting opinions on a three year limit.  Suggested to leave categories the 

same for now.   

*Newsletter-Sandy 

Going well.  Had a oops with the printer.  But the problem is taken care of so the 

newsletter will be back to normal in the next addition.  There are 50 hard copies that 

are delivered.  Quality Office Solutions is the company printing the newsletters and 

Sandy is folding and stamping these to save money. 

*Hats and T-shirts-Paula 

Having a sale to get rid of inventory.  Possibly looking for new vendor, checking prices.  

Also special order will be taken. 

*Traveling Trophy-Melissa 

Nothing new...Will present awards before auction. 

*Website-Bill 

Bill says it is still there!  Each club needs to check their club info to make sure it is cor-

rect.  Working on getting the newsletter posted as soon as receiving it.  Would like 

new pictures to post on website. 

Old Business: 

*Under hammer-There is no rule in the by laws about the use of under hammers.  

Under hammer and Side hammers will be allowed at state sanctioned shoot.  

*Drawig for a Yellowstone Hunter Long bow made by Rich Wormington.  Tickets will 

be sold at Convention, Winter Challenge Shoot, Memorial Day Shoot, and State 

Shoot.  Tickets are $5 each or 5 for $20.  See any board member for tickets.  

*Dates have been selected for the next three years for the convention. 



WSMLA 

Saturday, January 20th, 2019 

January 17-19, 2020 $79. per room 

January 15-17, 2021 $81 per room 

January 21-23, 2022 $81 per room 

The Ramkota will be hosting the event. 

New Business: 

*A suggestion was brought up about an in-line shoot to bring in new members.  This 

would be in line with open sights.   Was suggested that it be tried at the club level to 

see how it works.  Then go on from there.  It is easy to  get ahold of an inline.  Men-

tion of documentation that states why in lines are not permitted. 

Election of new officers, Nominations for Crystal, Bill, Frank and Paula.  Nominations 

closed and all were elected. 

Shoot dates for the year. 

Feb-Winter Challenge 15, 16, 17th. 

April– Worland Shot Gun Shoot 26-28. 

May-Riverton Memorial day shoot/State shoot 24-27. 

June-DCML 2-day shoot 14-16. 

July– Sierra Madre 26-28 

 1838 2-7 

 RMN 12-21 

Aug-Bench Shoot Powell-16-18 

         Big Horn Basin Primitive 4th only 

Sept-Ft. Bridger Aug 30  to Sept 2 

          Sheridan Pie shoot 14th. 

Nov-Lander Valley Turkey Shoot 17th 10 a,m, 

Jan 2020-Lander Meat Shoot...RMNR camp out  

       Convention 17-19 

Motion to adjourn by Paula, seconded by Rich at 1:49 p.m. 



WSMLA  

State Convention Minutes 

Sunday, January 20th, 2019 

Meeting was called to order at 8:04  A.M.   

Roll Call: President, Gary Millhouse (2020) 

  Secretary,  Paula Sorter (2019) 

  Treasurer,  Crystal Gillen (2019) 

    Frank Elzay (2019) 

    Bill Morrison (2019) 

    Melissa Connely (2021) 

    Trish Miller (2020) 

    Ed Kern (2021) 

    Sandy Ladwig (2020) 

    Mike “Magic” Johnson (2020) 

  Vice President, Rich Wormington (2021) 

    Brian Speicher (2021) 

Minutes: 

Minutes were presented by Paula and were accepted as written by Mike and second-

ed by Crystal. 

Treasurers report: 

Crystal presented treasurer report.  There were 34 traders, 83 tables at $15.  Dinner 

83 meal tickets sold ay $23, 5 comp, 8-12 kids meals.  Dues 30 members $20, 2 mili-

tary and 31 members at $25 each.  Band was $450.  Report was accepted as written 

by Trish and seconded by Mike Johnson. 

Committee Reports 

*Convention-Trish 

It is done.  Suggestion to move auction to center of ther troom and mover dancer 

floor and band.   

*Auction-Ed 



WSMLA 

Sunday, January 20th, 2019 

Have great auction items.  Made $2107.  $63 more than last year.  Thank you to all 

who helped out with the Auction. 

*Entertainment-Brian 

Had music...Good comments, had fun.  Band had good personality. 

*Photo Contest-Mike Johnson 

Good turnout.  Suggested handing out picture with prize so that know what pics won.  

Wanting to redo rules.  Need to tweek the number system. 

*Newsletter– Sandy 

Nothing new.  Will have photo contest in each issue to remind peope to take pictures 

all year. 

*Hats and T-shirts-Paula 

Having a sale to get rid of inventory.  Possibly looking for new vendor, checking prices.  

Also special order will be taken. 

*Traveling Trophy-Melissa 

Nothing new...only 1 misspelling and 1 trophy that didn’t get picked up.  Will make a 

form for the state shoot to have the correct spelling of names. 

*Website-Bill 

Bill says it is still there.  Each club needs to check their club info to make sure it is cor-

rect.  Would like new pictures to post on website.  Also need updated flyers. 

Old Business: 

*Inline-No more discussion and will try it out.  

*Drawing for a Yellowstone Hunter Longbow made by Rich Wormington.  Tickets are 

being sold by the board members, 20 each. 

*Dates have been selected for the next three years for the convention. 

January 17-19, 2020 $79. per room 

January 15-17, 2021 $81 per room 

January 21-23, 2022 $81 per room 



WSMLA  

Sunday, January 20th, 2019 

The Ramkota will be hosting the event. 

New Business: 

Election of officer positions-Each of the positions will stay the same.   

Gary-President 

Rich-Vice President 

Crystal-Treasurer 

Paula– Secretary 

Motioned by Brian and seconded by Melissa. 

Motion to adjourn by Brian, seconded by Melissa 

at 9:30 a.m.  

Next Meeting 

May 26th, 12 

noon. 

 

This year’s convention saw a lot of 

traders, and had a dinner, auction 

and dance.  Hope all had a great 

time that attended.  Hope to see 

you next year. 

Convention 2019 



The George Walker Winter Challenge 

Winter Challenge came and went.  Deer Creek hosted the George Walker Winter 

Challenge.  There were 5 men’s teams and one women’s team that competed.  The 

real challenge this year was definitely the weather.  It was cold, wet, snowy, windy, 

and just a little bit of sun poked through. Only two campers stayed at the range.  

And let me tell you, it was nice and cozy in our little scamp camp.  Hope to see 

more campers next year.    

Winter Challenge 2019 Winners 

Men 

1st Place:   Sierra Madre 1356xxxx 

Gary Millhouse, Steve Kerpen, Dave Kriest, Gary Gillen, Josh Saier 

 

2nd Place:  Sheridan Bullshooters/Casper 1330xx 

Ed Kern, Jr. Molina, Vern Fauss, Brian Youngberg, Misfire 

 

3rd Place:  DCML #1 1150x 

Joel Eldred, Curly Lesser, Brian Connely, Donald Van Boeckel, Brian Speicher 

 

Women 

1st Place:  565xxx 

Trish Miller, Melissa Connely, Jane Black, Sandy Ladwig 

Men Top Score– Josh Saier 341 

Women Top Score– Trish Miller 238x 

Traveling Trophy Qualifiers: 

Sandy Ladwig 41 

Gary Millhouse 48x 

Nice shooting!!  Melissa Connely 

participating in Winter Challenge. 



Gary Millhouse, President 

of the WSMLA shooting his 

best and participating in 

Winter Challenge.  Gary 

and his team from Sarato-

ga placed first this year.  

What a way to show those 

Deer Creek teams up.   

Shawn 

Rothmeyer, 

Delbert 

Lesser, and 

Jim Miiller.  

Deer Creek 

Team Num-

ber 2. 

Paula Sorter,  and Trish 

Miller seen here., and 

with the help of Melis-

sa Connely , they all do 

a great job in the tent, 

keeping everything in 

order and everyone in 

line.  

2 

0 

1 

9 

 



1st Place:  The Saratoga Team.  

Steve Kerpen, Gary Millhouse, 

Gary Gillen, Josh Saier, and Dave 

Kriest.  Congratulations!!    

2nd Place:  The Sheridan Bull-

shooters/Casper Team. 

Ed Kern, Brian Youngberg, Jr. 

Molina, Vern Fauss, and Misfire. 

3rd Place:  Deer Creek Muzzleloaders 

Team #1.  Joel Eldred, Delbert Lesser, 

Donald Van Boeckel, Brian Connely, and 

Brian Speicher. 

The Women’s Team placed first in the 

Women’s division.  Having a great time. 

Melissa Connely, Trish Miller, Jane 

Black, and Sandy Ladwig. 



Winter Challenge Scores 



Upcoming Shoots 







Deer Creek Muzzle Loaders Two-Day Shoot 
                      June 14, 15, 16 2019             Glenrock WY                                         
 
Join us at the Arnold Memorial DCML Range.  Bring every muzzleloader you own because we’ll have every kind 
of match there is.  Registration is $5 per person with a $20 maximum per family.  All matches are $2.00 
including the aggregate and re-entries are also $2.00.  A fine dinner included with your registration will be 
provided Saturday around 6PM or when the cook says it is done! 
 
It’ll be the same rules - No optics except by range officers.  Open front and rear sights only. NMLRA rules for 
scoring.  Only traditional muzzle loading hunting rifles using patched round balls.  No in-line actions and no Black 
Powder cartridge guns.  
 
At the conclusion of the shoot all posted scores are final!  NO EXCEPTIONS! IF there is a question about a target, 
alert the booshway immediately!  All target challenges are $5.00! 

 

 

*PRIMITIVE MATCHES: Primitive woodland park will be set up with some challenging and fun targets. Times and 
other rules will be posted in the club tent.  
*TRADE GUN CLAYS - Will be held at 4:30 Saturday afternoon.  If there is interest. 
*HAWK AND KNIFE MATCHES: After dinner Saturday 
 
CAMP RULES: - Dogs are allowed but must be under adult control and leashed.  No horses allowed.  No vehicle 
parking allowed in the primitive camp area except to load and unload.  Primitive camping only East of power 
line that runs North/South just East of the parking area.  It looks to be a dry year so no open fires; use a fire 
barrel, have a fire bucket handy, bury your ashes, and leave your camp clean please. 
 
For more information, contact: Trish Miller (307) 234-6591, Shawn Rothmeyer (307) 267-4879 
     

 
 

 









Wyoming Clubs at the Local Level 

 

Big Horn Basin Muzzle Loaders    Crow Creek Muzzle Loaders 

Tom Brewster (307) 366-2391    Mike Penz (307) 635-0791 

        Chris Allen (307) 635-8425 

    

Deer Creek Muzzle Loaders    Rusty Buffalo Muzzle Loaders 

Shawn Rothmeyer (307) 267-4879   Karl Milner (307)299-2074 

Trish Miller (307) 234-6591    

 

Rocky Mountain Free Trappers    Sierra Madre Muzzle Loaders 

Mike Corrigan (307) 237-5136    Josh Saier (307) 326-5503 

Allen Hebert (307) 778-7106 

 

Sheridan BullShooters     Wind River Muzzle Loaders 

Albert Pierce (307) 672-6523    Terry Hubenka (307) 332-9269 

Roger Roebling (307) 655-2583  

 

Smoking Waters Mountain Men 

Ray Ferree (307) 864-2649  

Charlie Stickney (307) 864-4126  

 

1838 Rendevous 

Dave Lehto (307) 856-4457 



President:    Director/Convention Chair  Newsletter Editor 

Gary Millhouse (2020)   Trish Miller (2020)   Sandra Ladwig (2020) 

P. O. Box 1044    5531 S. Elm    22274 Poison Spider Rd. 

Saratoga, WY 82331   Casper, WY  82601   Casper, WY 82604 

307-326-5503    307-234-6591    307-267-4879 

bkm100@hotmail.com        WsmlaNews@gmail.com 

 

Vice President    Director/Auction Chair   Director/Entertainment 

Rich Wormington (2021)  Ed Kern (2021)    Brian Speicher (2021) 

280 Hwy 14A East   316 S. Thurmond St.   2630 Prairie Lane 

Lovell, WY 82431   Sheridan, WY 82801   Bar Nunn, WY 82601 

307-548-6292    307-673-1376    307-247-5172 

bowmaker@tctwest.net  stagecoach@hotmail.com  rebar5172@att.net 

 

Treasurer    Director/State Website   Director/Photo Contest  

Crystal Gillen (2022)   Bill Morrison (2022)   Magic Mike Johnson (2020) 

P.O. Box 1871    612 Grace Ave.    1532 Grass Creek Rd. 

Saratoga WY 82331   Worland, WY 82401   Casper, WY 82604 

307-326-3211    307-347-4002    307-265-3256 

cgillen618@gmail.com   billm@bearlodgeangler.com  magicm@vcn.com 

 

Secretary                               Director /Traveling Trophy  Director                                     

Paula Sorter (2022)   Melissa Connely (2021)   Frank Elzay (2022) 

1448 W. 29th Street   75 Honeysuckle    391 Amoretti 

Casper, WY 82604   Casper, WY 82604   Lander, WY 82520 

307-259-1342    307-251-8767    307-332-4665 

paulasorter@yahoo.com  mconnely@caspercollege.edu  c_elzay @yahoo.com 

 

 

Officers and Directors of WSMLA (term expires). 



WSMLA News 

22274 Poison Spider Road 

Casper, WY 82604 

Don’t forget our upcoming events:  

April 13, 2019:  Nowood Black Powder Cartridge Match, near 

TenSleep, WY. 

 April 26-28, 2019:  Wilds of Wyoming Muzzleloader Skeet and Trap                              

Shoot, Worland, WY. 

May 24-27, 2019:  Wind River Muzzle Loaders Memorial Day Shoot,  

And State Shoot, Riverton, WY 

June 14-16, 2019:  Deer Creek Muzzle Loaders two day shoot, near 

Glenrock, WY. 

If anyone has a shoot flyer or an event that you know that is coming 

up please contact me, so I can put the information in the newsletter.  

You can contact me at WsmlaNews@gmail.com. 

 

 


