
William Maxwell Wood, MD Naval Career

Dates Duty Station Rank

May 16, 1829 - July 1830 US Naval Station - Pensacola Assistant Surgeon

July 1830 - September 1830 USS Erie (Sloop of War) Assistant Surgeon

September 1830 - May 1831 US Naval Station - Pensacola Assistant Surgeon

May 19, 1831 - September 1833 USS Grampus - (Schooner) Assistant Surgeon

January 1834 - 1836 US Naval Station - Baltimore Passed Assistant Surgeon

December 1836 USS North Carolina (Sloop) Passed Assistant Surgeon

January 1837 - January 1838 USS Independence (Ship of the Line) Passed Assistant Surgeon

April 1839 - March 17, 1840 USS Poinsett (Paddle Wheel Log Steamer) Surgeon

October 1840 - January 18, 1842 USS Columbia (Screw Steamer) Surgeon

February 1842 - March 1843 US Naval Station - Baltimore Surgeon

April 27, 1843 - December 1843 USS Levant (Sloop) Surgeon

January 1844 - May 1845 USS Savannah (Frigate) Fleet Surgeon, Pacific Squadron

June 1845 - April 1846 USS Portsmouth (Sloop) Fleet Surgeon

May 1846 - June 1846 Journey through Mexico during Mexcian war and to WashDC Fleet Surgeon

October 1846 - May 1848 USS Ontario- Baltimore Receiving Ship Fleet Surgeon

June 1, 1848 - October 3, 1851 USS Michigan (Paddle Wheel Steamer Sloop) Fleet Surgeon

March 2, 1853 - September 4, 1855 US Naval Station Sackett's Harbor Fleet Surgeon

October 24,1855 - January 29, 1858 USS San Jacinto - (Frigate Steamer) Fleet Surgeon, East India Squadron

February 1858 - April 29, 1858 Enroute overland from China and then Steamer Ottawa Fleet Surgeon

August 15, 1858 - January 7, 1862 USS Michigan (Paddle Wheel Steamer Sloop) Fleet Surgeon

January 15, 1862 - February 1862 USS Hartford (Steamer Sloop) Fleet Surgeon, Western Gulf Blockading Squadron

February 1862 - March 7, 1864 USS Minnesota (Wooden Steam Frigate) Fleet Surgeon, North Atlantic Blockading Squadron

August 21, 1864 - May 1865 USS Michigan (Paddle Wheel Steamer Sloop) Fleet Surgeon

May 1865 US Navy Yard Boston Member of Examining Board

June 1865 US Naval Station Annapolis Member of Examining Board

January 1868 US Naval Hospital New York President of Examining Board

October, 1868 US Navy Yard, Norfolk Member of Retiring Board

April 1869 US Naval Academy Annapolis Member of Board of Visitors

July 1, 1869 - March 2, 1871 US Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery (WashDC) Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery

March 3, 1871 - October 25,1871 US Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery (WashDC)
1st Surgeon-General of the US Navy (Equivalent rank 
of Commodore)

November 2,1871 - April 1, 1873 US Navy (civilian appointment) Medical Inspector-General of Hospitals and Fleets


