Paul's point should be fairly clear, 


by the time he has repeated the same idea so many different ways.  

Prophecy is the more loving act 


in corporate worship 



than speaking in tongues.  

Speaking in tongues is like noise 


rather than music.  

Speaking in tongues does not call anyone to action.  

Speaking in tongues is like trying to speak with a foreigner 


and neither of you knows each others language at all.  

Praying in tongues without an interpreter is unfruitful.  

Tongues do not help others know God more.  

They lead to unengaged worshippers.  

5 intelligible words 


are better than 10,000 words spoken in the language of angels.  

And finally, 


tongues can drive someone away from wanting to worship, 



once the sideshow spectacle part wears off.

This is an overwhelming list of reasons


for tongues not to be part of our corporate worship.  

But mixed in between all of these things, 


are encouragements for the use of tongues privately.  

Verse 2 says that when you speak in a tongue, 


you are speaking to God.  


You are uttering the mysteries of God with your  Spirit.  

When you speak in a tongue, 


you are building yourself up, 


because you are connecting with God on a deep and intimate level.  



Notice it is not boasting,



It is edifying,




just as we are supposed to do with the church.

As we will get into more next week, 


if there is someone to interpret the tongues, 



there is also much benefit to the corporate body of Jesus.  

Or the shocker in verse 18, 


that we as modern day hearers and raised on rational thought need to hear, 



Paul claims to speak in tongues more than any of the Corinthians.

How can this be?  

How can Paul be so hard on tongues 


and then say he is a frequent user.  

Is he a hypocrite?  


No!  

He is someone who understands the Ecclesiastes passage well 


that speaks about the proper time for things.  

He knows there is a place and time for tongues 

and there is a time and place where they are not useful, 


unless there is someone there to interpret.  

So when Paul was among them, 


and in their worship, 


and they were speaking in tongues to show how God's Spirit was upon them, 



Paul did not participate.  

It would have done no good for the body.  

Corporate worship settings like this 


are not the time for tongues, 


unless there is someone there to interpret.

There are some people, 


especially from my homestate of Montana, 


but it is fairly prolific here as well, 



that think Levi's are the ultimate clothing.  

They are good for any weather condition.  


We might give the same nod to Carhartts in Alaska.  

85% of the time, 


that heavy denim does work well.  



It does not wear easily, 



can be comfortable, 



can get dirty, 



and lasts forever.  

But I still remember from Boy Scouts this survival training, 


which was, 


if you have fallen into water, 



get your jeans off right away.  


There is nothing that is harder to swim in 


and nothing that is more dangerous to be drying yourself in.  

If you swimming, 


do not wear jeans.  

I hear they are great for many things.  


Swimming 


or water is not one of them.  

But what is the harm of speaking in tongues during our worship here together?  


It breaks one of Paul's basic premises of why we gather to worship together.  

We gather to edify


to build up the church. 


To make the church strong in its knowledge and faith of the Triune God. 

That is why Paul prefers prophecy for a corporate setting 


over tongues.  

Prophecy strengthens, 


encourages, 


and comforts the people gathered together.  

Prophecy shares many characteristics of preaching.  


I can prophesy when I preach.  



Because I can strengthen you 




by reminding you God knows your troubles, 




or that you are not in this alone, 





but the Holy Spirit is walking this trial with you.  


I can encourage you, 



by reminding you that your sins are forgiven, 



you no longer need to carry that burden, 




because Christ died for you.  


Or I can comfort you, 



by reminding you God is faithful 




and fulfills all his promises.  



Or that God's Kingdom is breaking into this world 




and things will not always remain the same.  


I can change your worldview with less than five words, 



“God loves you!”  




3 words 





and if you hear them, 





take them to heart, 






the way you live life can not remain the same.

I could do all of those things, 


or I could make noises, 


have ecstatic experiences, 


I could draw very close to God myself, 



say 10,000 words 


and your life would not have changed one bit, 



other than to think me weird 




and start looking for other places to worship.

That is not what Paul wants, 


nor should it be what we want this time together to be.  

This time together each week is precious.  


We only have 1-2 hours here together,



 2 if you join us for the food afterwards,




and please do.  

So how are we spending our time together?  


Are we doing things to build one another up?  


Do we know where people have joy 



and where there is sorrow amongst our brother or sister, 




more than what they have lifted up for a prayer request?  


Does our fellowship time get past 



where you are from 



and what is your occupation, 



or past water cooler work talk?  


Are we asking each other 



how we might pray for one another?  

There are going to be awkward moments in the course of worshipping together.  


I am aware of most of the ones that have happened here.  



I am aware of the times 




when my music selection was not ideal 




and we are struggling through it.  



If I give the worship leader the wrong call to worship 



or prayer of confession, 




I get to see your confused faces 




and the panicked look on the leaders face.  



I know that interruption does not edify the body, 




because it puts road blocks in the course of worship.  


When I have brought pieces into worship that did not seem to edify, 



or the feedback was that they were not building up the body, 




they have disappeared.  

The question we need to be asking ourselves is, 


“What are we doing to edify the body 


and what things are we doing that do not?”  

Then ask the even tougher question, 


are we willing to change 



for the health of the body?

We know that as individuals, 


it is really hard to change our habits for the health of our own body.  



New Year's Resolutions, 



fitness goals and programs, 



and eating fads fill our history 




as a scrap yard of good intentions unfulfilled.  

So as the body of Christ, 


living as we should 



will take even more will power, 



more determination, 



more diligence.  

But it does not have to be more work, 


it doesn't have to be harder.  

Things are easier when you have the right perspective.

The right perspective is where Paul started us today.  


If we follow the way of love, 


if we are patient and kind, 


if we serve and forgive others, 


if we desire their good 



over ours, 




then we have all the motivation we need to change.  


If we eagerly desire the spiritual gifts, 



those works of the Spirit that God richly blesses us with, 


we will be able to do more than we ever thought possible.  


We will be able to be brothers and sisters 



that lift each other up in our walks with God.  


We will sing together, 


pray together, 


live together as one, 



because we will be using all the diverse gifts that God has given us to do so.  

The best part of it all is, 


we will be proclaiming “Jesus is Lord!” as we do so.

We will be saying in words all those around us can understand,


“Jesus is Lord!”

There will be no one asking what we said.


It will be clear to all gathered.

 
There will be no doubt.


All will know,



That the Spirit is among us


and leading us to declare, 



Jesus is Lord.

Those joining us for the first time, 


will see the mighty way God is at work among us,

and declare themselves,


God is really amongst them!

Let us live and worship in such a way,


that those living and visiting Skagway might say,



God is really amongst them!

We can do this, 


because even if we are not speaking in tongues together publicly,



there are all the other gifts of the Holy Spirit at work amongst us.

Let us be good stewards of those gifts!
