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WE RIDE & HAVE FUN!
More Zion pictures
on pages 8 & 9

Director
Is Big Brother watching us? George Orwell wrote a novel Nineteen Eighty-Four in which the
government retained complete control over the people through constant surveillance. This novel
gave birth to the notion of Big Brother watching our every move. With the evolution of technology,
Big Brother naturally is able to gather and retain more and more information about the way we
conduct our lives. Short of moving to Lucerne Valley and living off the grid, there’s not much we
can do about that.
We in Biggs HOG have resisted Big Brother. We do not share any personal information on our
members, and we even avoid publishing full last names in our newsletter. This will continue.
However, there is slow but steady pressure building within National HOG for local chapters to
establish a process of validating that all needed waivers have been signed before rides, and to
retain a record of who went on each ride. Years ago, National HOG’s policy was simply that we
ask, “Who needs a waiver?” in our pre-ride brief. Not any longer. Now they want us to be more
thorough in our process. We don’t know for sure, but we strongly suspect that this is all coming from National HOG’s
legal folks as a result of issues they have experienced.
After dragging our feet on this whole thing for a couple of years, we have decided to get on board. The system we
implement must validate that each person attending our rides is a current member of National HOG and our chapter, or
presents a waiver. We will also retain a record of all who ride with us on each ride. Some chapters use a paper list
and check names off, while other chapters use electronic means such as barcode readers or who-knows-what else.
Always the forward thinker, I suggested that we buy a barcode reader and each of us gets a barcode tattooed on our
forehead, but for some reason I can’t get the other primary officers behind that idea.
What does all this mean? The world around us is constantly changing, and therefore we must adapt. However, you
may rest assured that with any changes we implement, we will not allow Big Brother to interfere with our one and only
core mission of riding and having fun.
See you on the road !

Don A
JUNE GET ACQUAINTED RIDE (GAR)

OUR NEXT GAR IS ON 7/9/2011

Assistant Director
Hello Biggs Chapter!

Biggs HOG Chapter wins both the
Commotion by the Ocean
and
Sweetwater HOG Poker Run
Chapter Challenges!
That keeps our Chapter Challenge win streak alive. Including all of the HOG Chapter Challenges, May
Ride, Commotion by the Ocean and the Dalton’s Bike Nights last year, that brings our Chapter Challenge
win streak to 17 straight. And we haven’t lost a Chapter Challenge event in about a year and a half. That’s
just flat out amazing, and shows the great participation and pride that our Chapter members have.
As we have stated before, winning these coveted Chapter Challenges gives Biggs bragging rights. And
the other local Chapters have certainly taken notice that Biggs is the Chapter to beat, and had vowed to beat
Biggs at Sweetwater. Well, it was our slimmest victory yet, edging out San Diego HOG by one registration.
Yes, one! 63 to 62. So every registration did count this time. And as usual, we had a few members that
registered for the Sweetwater event even though they could not attend. That made the difference this time.
For everyone that has come out in the past year and a half to help Biggs win these Chapter Challenges,
whether you rode the event or not, we thank you! You folks are just awesome. And we hope you had a lot
of fun winning these Challenges, and riding at these events. I know I did.
In addition to the Biggs Indian Summer Poker Run event in September (which Biggs can’t win because we
are the sponsoring Chapter), we may have one or two more Chapter Challenge events that Biggs attends
this year. One may be the Loma Linda (formerly San Bernardino) event in October. And there is a rumor
floating around that El Cajon may have an event this year also. So look for the E-Blasts on those events as
we get more information about them.
Finally, as your servants, the Officers are always open to input from our superiors, which are you, the
members. So please email us if you have any ideas or input you want to share.
My email is asstdir@bigghog.com.
‘Til we ride together again my brothers and sisters … I can’t wait ...

Chris W

And I'm proud to be an American,
where at least I know I'm free.
And I won't forget the men who
died, who gave that right to me.
~Lee Greenwood

This nation will remain the
land of the free only so long
as it is the home of the brave.
~Elmer Davis

ROAD CAPTAIN
My last couple of articles have addressed some of the terms we hear at the ride brief and
formation 101. Let's talk about the pre-ride brief itself.....BORRRRIIIINNNGGGG! Right! But it
an integral and important aspect of a HOG Chapter Operating Procedure. In other words “it is
required"!
HOG has specific requirements to ensure the integrity of a closed ride and qualify coverage
of insurance for protection of HOG and the individual chapter. You have heard it before …
membership, waivers, alcohol policy. A recommendation from HOG is that at the beginning of
every ride a rider must check in and be verified against an active list. At that time you may
receive a ride pin and so forth (some chapters do this!). Can you imagine this with the number
of riders that show up for rides? How about carrying a list of 400 members everywhere you go.
Currently we rely upon recognizing new faces, but this doesn't address current members who
have let their National HOG membership lapse. We are working on implementing a system that will meet HOG's
expectations. See the Director's article on page 2 of this issue.
Another aspect of the brief is that we go over important aspects of our group riding policy. For many this is
hum-drum. But it is a reminder of do's and don'ts and helps cement our riding culture with new members or reminds
those old timers that haven't been around in a while.
Last, we give out route specific info. We highlight passing trucks if we are going on the freeway, single file if on back
roads and any important facts about road conditions or intersections if known.
I personally appreciate your attentiveness when the brief is given. I know it can be painful sometimes! (FACT: it is a
Road Guard qualification requirement to give at least one ride brief a year.)
Until the next ride.

Sam B
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Apache Junction, AZ 3/25-28
Zion / Bryce UT

6/3-6

California Coast

7/28-8/1

Kanab UT, North Rim 9/23-26
Santa Maria CA

11/4-7

Hi Folks,
The year is over half gone and
I’m wondering what happened to
the first half??! This has really
been another fun year with all the
rides, events and challenges
we’ve had and there’s still more to
come.
On July 27th we have the CA
Coastal Trip, one of the more
popular trips for the Chapter. This
is a five day trip leaving on a
Thursday. We are sold out of
rooms for this trip. I have 34
rooms that people have let me
know were booked, but the resort
has us down for 38. I hope the
other four will contact me so I can
get trip information to you. One of
the big differences on this trip is
the departure day and time. We
are leaving on a Thursday at 3:30
in the morning. I know it’s an
earlier start than we’re used to,
but, it will get the groups through
Los Angeles before the rush hour
traffic. This is not new; it’s been
done in the past and has worked
very well. I was in a group the last
time we did this trip that had
several incidents on the way north,

if we had started later in the
morning it would have been more
hazardous for the group than it
was. It maybe an early start, but
once we hit the coast, it’s well
worth the inconvenience - some of
the most beautiful coastline you’ll
ever see. We’ll also be traveling
through some of the more popular
spots along the coast, Cambria,
Big Sur, Monterey, and San
Francisco.

so other folks can get the
discounted room rates before the
cutoff date. Second, if I’m
negotiating with a restaurant for a
group dinner, I need to give them
an estimated head count to get a
price. I also need to give the
establishments we visit on the way
a heads up on the number of
people we have coming. I’m also
going to have to start a cutoff date
for collecting money for the group
dinners. If I don’t receive payment
by the cutoff date, you’ll have to
be on your own that evening. If
you have to cancel your trip after
the cutoff date and have paid for
the dinner, you’ll have to forfeit
your dinner payment. On the last
Zion/Bryce trip there were too
many last week cancellations and
too many that decided they
wanted to go at the last minute.
Everyone was accommodated, but
it left my bookkeeping in a mess
and we were charged for dinners
not used. So, in short, please let
me know when you book your
room and for how many people, it
will make this position a lot easier.

On September 23rd we’ll be
heading to Kanab Utah and the
North Rim of the Grand Canyon.
Not often you get to visit so many
diverse places of interest in such a
short time. The North Rim is 2,000
feet higher than the South Rim
with pine trees and beautiful
views, and just a short distance
away, you can see the start of the
Grand Canyon at Glen Canyon
Dam in the high desert. We’ll visit
the town of Paige AZ, built for the
people building the dam; we’ll
travel through some of the Navajo
Indian Reservation to Lee’s Ferry
on the river and some unique rock
formations. You’ll be in the high
desert with completely different Glad that part is over, now I can
terrain than you were on the North get back to the fun part. Hope
you’ll consider joining us on the
Rim, but just as beautiful.
two remaining Long Distance
I have to bring up a couple of Trips, Kanab / North Rim and
subjects that I’ve been too lax with Santa Maria. Both are beautiful
in the past. I have been trying to destinations with great riding,
get people to book rooms as early beautiful country and the most imas they can, and a lot of you have portant part, your HOG family!
been great in doing so. The
problem is that when you book the Until next month, ride safe and
room, PLEASE, let me know! I have fun!
Bill E
need to know about your room
booking for a number of reasons
Come out and spend
and I’ll let you know about a few of
a weekend with us,
them. First, it lets me know if I
you’ll never make
need to add to our block of rooms
better friends.

Bleatings from the Black Sheep
DOWNED BIKER EVENT JULY 9, 2011
While I was reading the other day, I came upon a Proverb which stated (paraphrased)
“he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed. “ As I contemplated man’s generosity it dawned on me
the annual Downed Biker Event is upon us. Sponsored by Biggs HOG and the local Black Sheep Chapter
this event is put on by you, for you; and is near and dear to your Black Sheep due to its origin.
Some 10 years ago Black Sheep patch holder “Redneck Jerry” was participating in the Iron Butt run. With
900 miles under his saddle and on the final stretch home, Jerry had an accident in the town of Beaumont.
Redneck suffered a broken leg. As many of us have been, once or twice, he was strapped for ready cash
and worried he would lose his bike. Enter the Biggs HOG and its members. One HOG hooked up his trailer
and drove to Riverside to pick up Jerry’s scoot, the dealership offered to repair it at a reduced rate, and the
HOG Chapter approached Black Sheep with the idea of a fund raiser. The Downed Biker Event was born!
We have not looked back, and each year we count our blessings for our HOG brothers and sisters. The
fund is supported 100% by Biggs HOG and Black Sheep. Black Sheep is responsible for the administration of the fund along with two primary HOG officers and a dealer representative. To be an eligible recipient
you must have suffered an accident and be under a doctor’s care for your injuries. Black Sheep will visit you,
bring a homemade “recovery” quilt and present you with prayer and a check to assist you with your expenses.
The event this year will be held immediately following the GAR ride on July 9th. The menu will consist
of the Black Sheep “signature” grilled cheese sandwich, and soup (generously donated by Garden Fresh/
Souplantation), chips and a drink. Grand prize in the raffle is a one week stay in Big Bear!
Come out ride, eat and support this important program. It is our prayer you will never need this resource,
but if you do, it will be available as long as we all continue to support it. Come and “BE REFRESHED”.
Hope to see you there!
Visit our Web site at http://www.blacksheephdfc.org/chapters/north-san-diego/
“Chief" Ned F N.
Black Sheep HDFC
San Diego North
President: Ned N
Vice President: Ken K
Secretary: Bob D
Treasurer: Ken K
Chaplain: Bob D
Safety Officer: Roy B
Road Captain: Ken K
Photographer: Dallas R


Would you like to know more about the San Diego North Black Sheep Chapter, contact Ned at nedfrancis1@cox.net

Need prayer? Please contact Chaplain Bob at bob@blacksheephdfc.org

SAFETY JIM’S
Electrical Storms
Trying to ride out from under them could be a big mistake ...
Being as it is summer and many of us will be traveling on our biking vacations, we may run across some
unfavorable weather. That being said, the following guidance may be helpful down the road.
You are out in the country and an electrical storm blows in. There is no civilization (i.e., shelter) for a
hundred miles. Should you ride out the storm? If not, what should you do?
No doubt you have heard that because your tires are made of rubber, and because rubber is not a good
electrical conductor, so long as you keep your feet on the pegs lightning will not hit you since it cannot find
a path to ground through you and the bike. WRONG!!!
The truth is, the rubber tires don’t deter lightning in the least bit. By the time a lightning bolt reaches you, it
has been traveling for miles and miles through the air which is many orders of magnitude more resistant
than a few inches of rubber. So if the lightning bolt can overcome the resistance of air, it can easily overcome the resistance of a rubber tire.
Let me give you an idea of magnitudes we are dealing with here. The master fuse on your bike handles
about 30-50 amps before it blows. An average lightning bolt produces a current of about 20,000 amps.
Even 30 amps can easily kill you because it disrupts your heart's electrical system and the heart then
simply stops working. Your heart doesn't stand a chance against a lightning bolt.
Anyway, if you are out in the open on your bike when lightning flashes begin,
and if you can hear the thunder caused by those flashes in less than 3 seconds from when you see the flash, it's time to stop your bike and get off it.
Immediately find low ground about 50 ft from the bike, but NOT under a
single or small group of trees. Squat on the ground with your legs together,
head lower than back. Do NOT lie on the ground. It’s okay to LET YOUR
CLOTHES GET WET!!! (In this way, if you are hit the majority of the electricity will follow the moisture of your wet clothes around your body). Do not get
up until thunder following a lightning flash is AT LEAST 5 seconds after the
flash (which means the lightning struck more than 1 mile away).
If there are more than 5 seconds between the lightning flashes and your hearing that thunder, head for
shelter. This is the only time trying to ride out from under an electrical storm makes any sense. Best
shelter, of course, is a hard covered surface connected to ground with metal. Get under it and wait out the
storm.

JIM L & JIM W

MOTORCYCLE SAFETY IS NO ACCIDENT

BRYCE ~ ZION
LONG DISTANCE TRIP

Chris W’s 400th Ride Pin!

FRIENDS

NATURE’S WONDERS

FAMILY

MEMORIES

SAN DIEGO COUNTY FAIR
&
9TH ANNUAL COMMOTION BY THE OCEAN
SATURDAY JUNE 18
This is a great deal every year, and lots of fun. This year was no exception.
Our registration fee included Fair admission, parking, a ride pin, entry into
the Bike Show, Bike Show participation ribbon, and a $100.00 award to the
chapter that signs up the most riders. Don’t miss this event in 2012!

 CHAPTER CHALLENGE AWARD - BIGGS HOG!
 People’s Choice — awarded to Dan D, Santee
 Most Chrome — awarded to Wade H, El Cajon
 Best Custom Bike — awarded to Howard K, Rancho Santa Fe
 Best Paint Job — awarded to Michelle W, San Marcos
 Best Lady’s Bike — awarded to Jinx G, Temecula

Harley Owners Group members around the world joined together on Monday, June 27 to rack up as many
cumulative miles as possible in a 24-hour period. Members of the Biggs HOG Chapter were no exception
and over 45 riders enjoyed a ride through Couser & Rice Canyons, with a dinner stop at Rainbow Oaks
Restaurant for dinner.
Million Mile Monday was launched in 2008 as a way to get HOG riders all on the road at the same time, for no
particular reason except to ride and have fun and celebrate the joy and freedom of the open road. The first year’s
goal of 1,000,000 miles was set, and riders exceeded that goal by so much that the second year the goal was set
at 3,000,000 miles. In 2010 H.O.G. members collectively logged more than 4,000,000 miles and for 2011 the
goal was set at 5,000,000 miles! How many miles were logged this year? Check out the Harley Davidson
website for all the news and information on MMM gear to buy (through July 5, 2011).

A LIL’ MORE FROM THE SAFETY JIM’S...
GET SOAKED !
We get all bundled up for a safe ride; but how about when it’s pushing the 90’s?
Some riders know lots of secrets while riding, how about air conditioned riding?
It might seem more comfortable and more “cool” to take your jacket off when it's hot out, but … is it a safe
thing to do? I think NOT! If you like the protection your jacket or vest offers you, you can still have it and keep
cool (and look cool) at the same time.
Get Soaked!
Wetting down your tee can actually offer a cooler ride at 90°+ than you'd have if
you didn't have a jacket or vest on at all. When you soak down your tee shirt your
body is able to more easily disperse your heat rather than collect in the fibers of
your shirt. Un-zip your jacket or undue a couple buttons if you can. With a loose
coat and air moving through the front between the buttons you'll have a live water
cooling system. You will feel much better rolling down that hot highway enjoying
the road as it was meant to be.
There's no need to soak your pants, they'll probably get a little wet anyway from
the wet tee, besides with the cooler temperature on your upper body, you will
benefit overall.
As for your head, you can try a wet bandana between you and your helmet. Remember, unless you have a
vented helmet you might not have enough air flow to make much of a difference, but it will help.
Now it’s getting close to evening and you’re headed for the hotel or a restaurant - lets think about what you
look like, YUCK! Okay, while using up that last ¼ tank of gas, lets open the vest or jacket and let things dry
out a bit. We have an image to uphold!
Let’s ride cool…

SAFETY JIM’S

Harold & Jacqueline W, Biggs HOG members from
Alabama, met us for the Bryce-Zion Long Distance
Trip. On their way home they traveled to the top of
Mt Evans, Colorado ...14,130 ft.

Every ride is an escape with a
sense of freedom found
nowhere else, each road trip
is an adventure that gives us
lifelong memories.
~ Karen Davidson
Great Granddaughter
of William A. Davidson

LOH
LADIES OF HARLEY

Our July LOH Dinner Ride is scheduled for Saturday, July 16

th

at 4pm. This ride is a Mystery Ride.

Don’t miss the July Chapter meeting for more clues.


Our next LOH meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, July 20

th

at the Acapulco Restaurant in San
Marcos. Dinner starts at 6pm, with the meeting directly following at 7pm. Stacy with “Stacy’s Biker
Friends” / Making Strides Against Breast cancer will be our guest speaker.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at harleyladies@biggshog.com
FYI … always be sure and check the events page for any changes or updates for all rides and events.
Thank you for your support!

Rosann
JUNE
LOH
DINNER
RIDE

An enjoyable Father’s Day Ride to the
Petersen Automotive Museum
on Wilshire Blvd & Fairfax in Los Angeles.

MEMBERSHIP
We currently have 406 members!
Our Biggs Chapter is a great family. We have a family to ride, laugh and share so many adventures with.
Members who did not renew their membership by the February meeting were dropped from our roster and
e-mail blasts.
But it’s never too late! Renew your National H.O.G. membership, if due. Fill out the membership
enrollment form. Each member must fill out a form. Go to BiggsHOG.com, select the forms page, and print.
Enclose your check or cash for $20. Make your check payable to Biggs H.O.G. and mail to Biggs H.O.G.
Renewals P.O. Box 610, San Marcos, CA 92079-0610. PayPal is also available. Once renewed, you will
receive your membership card along with your new 2011 computer password for the Member’s section of our
website. Only renewed members will receive the new password.
Any questions? Contact me at Membership@BiggsHOG.com
Renew for the adventure,

Pat L

Thank you to all our wonderful volunteers!
2nd Annual
Indian
Summer
Poker Run
September
17th
2011

$20 Rider / $15 Passenger
Includes Lunch
Extra Poker Hand $5
“Lunch Only” $6
Event pins for the first 300
***Pre-Register - Save $5***
$15 Rider / $15 Passenger
Pre-Registration form @
www.Biggshog.com

Pre-Registration Ends
September 4, 2011

BIGGS HOG FAMILY MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR OUR
PREMIERE EVENT
ON SEPTEMBER 17!

Please support our advertisers

H.O.G. Member
H.O.G. Member

H.O.G. Member

Welcome to our newest advertiser:
Mark @ Eternal Passages at Sea !
Behind
Starbucks.
Across from
Carl’s Jr.

Carmen & Jose Guerrero
755 N. Quince #D
Escondido, CA 92025

(760)
740-0600

Affordable Patches Sewn On Your Jacket/Vest
Depending on patch size most are $2 to $4

Advertise your business for only $20 per month &
help support our Biggs HOG Chapter.
Your ad in HOG Express will be seen online by
our
members
&
their
family.
HOG Express is printed IN COLOR NOW and
available at Biggs H-D Dealership in San Marcos.

Check for most
current calendar
www.biggshog.com

HOGTIVITIES

JULY 2011
Sat-Mon 2 - 4 Celebrate Independence Day BBQ's
(Dealer Event) BBQ Saturday, Sunday & Monday at
Biggs H-D. http://www.biggsh-d.com

Call our 24 Hour
Ride Line
(760) 736736-2920

Sat 16 LOH Dinner Ride (Feather Pin)
5PM Biggs. Dinner Mystery Ride and maybe a RAR for
dessert! harleyladies@biggshog.com
Sun 17 Ports O’Call (Feather Pin)
10AM Biggs. Ride to Ports O'Call, San Pedro. Medium
distance freeway

Sat 2 Here We Go 2 Garlic Jo's (Feather Pin)
10AM Biggs. Ride to Garlic Jo’s, Newport Beach. Enjoy
the OC Coastline and shops

Wed 20 Weekday Ride (Feather Pin)
9AM Biggs

Mon 4 Independence Day

Wed July 20 LOH Meeting (Chapter Event)
6PM to eat, 7PM meeting Acapulco's, San Marcos

Mon 4 Fire on the Mountain Ride (Feather Pin)
6PM Biggs. Bring a picnic dinner and ride to Double
Peaks Park to watch fireworks in North County. Short
distance

Sat 23 Scavenger Hunt Ride (Feather Pin)
9AM Starbucks on Knoll Rd. Digital camera required.
Medium distance

Tues 5 Activities Committee Meeting (Invitation)
6-8:30 PM Meal & meeting at Coyote Café

Sun 24 Shakey's Pizza Dinner Ride (Feather Pin)
2PM Biggs. Dinner ride to Shakey's Pizza, Oceanside.
Medium distance

Wed 6 Officers Meeting (Invitation)
6PM to eat, 7PM meeting. Sal & Ceci's Pantry, Vista CA

Thu- Mon 28 – 1 Coastal Long Distance (Feather Pin)

Thurs 7 Weekday Ride (Feather Pin)
9AM Biggs

Sat 30 Balboa Park Picnic Ride (Feather Pin)
10AM Biggs. Enjoy a picnic in the park and take in the
museums. Medium distance

Fri 8 Chapter Meeting (Chapter Event)
7PM Biggs. Arrive early to socialize.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Sat 9 Formation 101 (Chapter Event)
8:30AM Biggs. Come learn how we ride as a group or if
you haven't been in a while, come refresh your knowledge. Coffee and donuts. Members receive a Rider Pin
for attending. Contact Safety Officer for more info
safety@biggshog.com
Sat 9 Get Acquainted Ride (Feather Pin)
10:15AM Biggs. After Formation 101, put your knowledge to work during our most popular ride and then eat
lunch with your HOG family.
Destination: Biggs HOG Black Sheep Downed Biker
Event

ANNUAL BIGGS CHAPTER PHOTO
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 10
10:00 AM
BIGGS H-D SAN MARCOS

Sat 9 Downed Biker Event (FYI)
11AM - 3PM Biggs. Biggs HOG Black Sheep Downed
Biker Fundraiser Event, benefitting Biggs HOG. Food,
vendors, music and fun
Sun 10 Idyllwild Picnic Ride (Feather Pin)
9AM Starbucks on Knoll Rd. Ride to Idyllwild for a picnic
on the mountain. Medium distance
Sat 16 RGIT Training Ride #2 (Invitation)

Follow these directions for a printable current month
calendar, suitable for your fridge or framing.
Go to our HOG website: www.biggshog.com, click on Events, go to
the top of the page, under the header
Calendar of Events for 2011, see HOG Calendar PDF Click on it. Voila!
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