On April 8, 


Sheryl preached on the feeding of the 5000.  

I am preaching on the 4000 this week, 


not because Sheryl missed anything, 


but because Jesus feeds a large number of people again 



with a few loaves of bread 



and some fish 




and Matthew records it.  

A good question to always ask of the gospels is, 


“Why is this story here?”  

In this case, 


some commentators have tried to suggest that this story is unnecessary, 


that it is the same story as the 5000, 



just added in for emphasis of Jesus' greatness.  

But both Matthew and Mark tell of this feeding happening twice, 


once with 5000 men 


and the second time with 4000 men, 



while Luke and John just mention the 5000 being fed once in their gospels.

While both stories demonstrate God's mighty provision, 

allude to the Lord's Supper 

and Jesus being more than sufficient for all, 


while highlighting the lack of the disciples comprehension 



of what Jesus is capable of, 

they also have some pieces of the story that are different, 


that help us answer the question, 



“Why is this story here?”

The list of differences in quick summary are, 


with the 5000 being first.  

Numbers and people served: 


the 5000 fed primarily Jews 


and the 4000 primarily gentiles.  

Location: 


5000 happened in Galilee near Bethsaida 


and 4000 near the Decapolis .  

Food used: 


5 loaves, 2 fish 


versus 7 loaves and a few fish.  

Leftovers: 


12 baskets 


versus 7 baskets.  

Crowd gathering: 


early Spring 


versus late summer. 

Crowd duration before needing food: 


12 hours 


versus 3 days. 

The crowds response:  


Tried to make Jesus King 


versus Jesus just left. 

With all of these differences, 


what do we now know about Jesus 



that we did not know before?  


Why is this story here?  

First off, 


in case you missed it the previous two weeks, 

this story is here to remind us 


that Jesus intended the Gentiles to be transformed by his ministry.  

Which is wonderful news, 


because you are in a room full of Gentiles.  

This possible six month road trip demonstrated to the disciples 


the larger calling of what being fishers of men would look like.  

Their miraculous catch had hints with all the different types of fish.  


But this is a clear practical example 



that Jesus intended for the Gentile to be blessed by God, 



just like the Jew.  


That is why the miraculous feeding stories are so close.

The stories being so similar, 


also demonstrates a problem Jesus had with his disciples then, 


and still today; 



remembering.  

As we know, 


on the day of Pentecost, 



the disciples were speaking 



and people of all nations understood them.  

Should be case closed, 


the great commission tells us to go to the ends of the earth, 



proclaiming the good news.  

But we also know that in the story of Acts, 


there is a robust discussion of who the disciples should be sharing the news with, 



Greek or Jew?  

Even Peter, 


who once affirmed both, 



is held accountable 




when he is favoring and ministering exclusively to the Jew.  

We ask, 


“How can Peter do this?”  

Then we remember, 


not 6 months ago, 



Jesus had 5000 people who had not eaten 



and he asked the disciples to feed them.  

They said, 


“Impossible, 



we only have 7 loaves and two fish.”  


They were the ones that brought back 12 baskets of bread.  

So how good is their memory?  


In today's passage, 



when Jesus says feed them, 




what is their response? 
“Where could we get enough bread 


in this remote place 



to feed such a crowd?”  


In six months they have forgotten.  

To which I would say, 


“It took them six months to forget?  



Wow, they have a way better memory than I do!”  

For I can forget in as little as twenty minutes, 


but usually 24 hours is all it takes me to shift from trusting in God 


to being back to self reliant.  

It doesn't take much for us to forget how much our God loves us, 


which is why it is good for us to walk with those who are in a place of reliance, 



so that we can be reminded constantly of how good God is.  

That has been one of the joys of walking with Meredith the last 6 months 


as she was preparing for Boise.  



She had a new story to tell of God's provision each time you met with her.

The food used also reinforces the disciples forgetfulness of Jesus' abilities.  


This time, 



they have two more loaves of bread 



and a 1000 less people.  


Yet we hear in their response, 



some sarcasm.  

By describing the number of fish as 


a few small fish, 



they are again forgetting what God can do.  

Now around here, 


you do need to qualify the size of fish.  



For a few huge halibut could feed a thousand people.  

But in Israel, 


the description from the disciples is almost a taunt to Jesus.  

We have 7 loaves and, 


oh a few fish for all these people.  



What can you do with that?

To most people, 


even an iron chef, 



the answer is not much, 



at least nothing that will feed 4000 people.  

But they are speaking to Jesus, 


the Son of God.  


The one who was there at creation 



and made everything out of nothing.  

So he takes the fish and bread 


and works the same miracle over again.

But he is not working it for the same people.  


He is providing it to the Gentiles.  

Jesus is doing this in a different way as well.  

The first time, 


the Jews came out 


and in the rush of the moment, 



found themselves without food 




for what they thought was going to be just a lunch picnic.  

In this case, 


the Gentiles came prepared.  

They have been out in the wilderness, 


prepared to at least hike the Chilkoot Trail at a comfortable pace.  

But now they are at Bennett, 



and all of their provisions are gone 



after three days in Jesus' presence.  

For three days straight, 


Jesus has been healing people on the top of a mountain.  

He looks out 


and knows that if they try to walk down the mountain 



to get the provisions they need, 




some will faint.  

Jesus sees a case 


where an ounce of prevention 


is worth a pound of cure.  

After spending three days doing major curing, 


why throw it all away 



by having them faint, 



fall, 



or stumble on the way home.  

The hospital today


takes some of Jesus' wisdom 



in using a wheel chair to get you out the door, 




no matter what.  

So this time, 


instead of Matthew letting us know that Jesus has compassion on the people, 

Jesus actually says, 


“I have compassion on the people.”  

While this sounds like what the Lord and Savior of the world should say, 


we also have to remember or Lord and Savior's roots 



to realize how amazing this is.  


He was a Jew, 



who's culture over the centuries 




had moved more inward in its calling 




instead of outward.  



Walls had been built 



instead or torn down.  

So much so, 


that to talk with a Gentile lowered your status in the community.  

Jesus' parable of a sheep falling into a pit to be rescued 


could be applied to what occurred on the mountain for the past three days, 


many of the healings that happened 



were probably the difference between life and death.  

But to take care of a meal, 


so that no one stumbled or fainted on the way home?  


Is that what the savior of the world came to do?

Can you imagine how exciting the next Superman movie would be, 


if he just flew around at the speed of light, 



catching people who tripped on the sidewalk?  

No one, 


but our EMS crew, 



who get too many calls picking people up off the Boardwalk, 



would want to see that movie.  

Or I can imagine a Snickers commercial 


about people getting Hangry 



and Jesus providing food.  

But I know that many would be offended to see Jesus playing such a role. 


It is mocking the Son of God they would say 

But that is the role he is playing in this feeding.  


He is dealing with the every day trials of being a human being on this earth.  


His concern is not limited to whether or not you have eternal life with him, 



thought that is important.  


His concern for you 



extends to each and every detail of your day, 



to your thought life, 



to your emotions, 



to the inner monologue happening in your head right now.  


Jesus cares about all of that, 



not just the grand, 



big moments when you profess your faith in him.  

That is why the Spirit was sent, 


to be continually with us, 



helping us address our whole life situation.

Part of our whole life situation is 


that we need to be constantly reminded that this is the type of God we serve.  

Seeing Jesus feed the multitude once is impressive.  


But to see that he can do it anytime, 


in any situation, 


for any type of person.  

That his grace and love 


is not just for life or death situations, 


but for every situation, 



is an important lesson.

To remember that he provides more than enough always 


is also important.  

While the numbers look more impressive in the 5000 episode, 


my days of teaching 6th grade come back to me 



to remind me that labels are important.  

In this case, 


the label to pay attention to is the type of basket.  

Because in the two stories they are different.  


The 12 baskets that were picked up by the Jews 



were in a closed backpack type basket, 




that helped make sure all of their food stayed ceremonially clean.  



So these were smaller, 




almost cornucopia type baskets.   


In our story with the Gentiles today, 



they are using Gentile baskets that operated as our clothes hampers do.  




Big open baskets.  

So while only 7 baskets where filled this time, 


those 7 could carry 2 to 3 times as much bread.  



Would you rather have 12 hundred dollar bills, 



or 7 gold coins.  

Labels matter, 


as do the numbers.

Jesus provides again and always, 


because we are always a people who need a Savior.  

We sometimes just think we are doing it on our own.  


But this story reminds us that Jesus came for Jew and Gentile alike.  


That all of the benefits, 



the healing, 



the provision, 



the compassion are available for all 




and intended for all.  

May our lives tell a similar story 


and may we be mindful how and why we tell our story.  



For there is a reason we tell it the way we do.
