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From the publisher

This is
Belarus!

Welcome to Belarus!

Interested In AdvertIsIng wIth Us?
Our magazine presents an ideal opportunity for American and Belarusian
businesses looking to expand and to reach a wider audience!
we are also looking for advertising agents located
in America and agents in Belarus.
If interested, please email info@usbelarusobserver.com

Our small country with its kind people and wonderful peaceful
landscapes is always glad to receive those who come with good
intentions. We have everything here to bring happiness, peace,
and pleasure. We have huge forests, clear lakes and rivers, great
natural food, and friendly, kind and beautiful people. With us,
you will be cleansed of stress; our land and people will cure you
of mental and physical ailments. You can’t help but love Belarus!
I have just spent some time with a Belarusian delegation at the
eMERGE AMERICAS technology conference and exhibition,
which was held in Miami. The event was attended by scientists
and thinkers from around the world – people wishing to be
friends with America. And you know what – many Americans
felt it and opened their hearts to these wonderful people.
Our peaceful country has never attacked anyone, but many
great powers have clashed on its territory. In the war against

German Nazism, every fourth inhabitant of the country was
killed. Remembering the terrors of World War II, Belarusians
value peace above all. Our old wise people often say to the
youngsters: “Take care of the world! Rejoice in every peaceful
day!” Our children sing:
“May there always be sunshine,
May there always be sky,
May there always be my mother,
May there always be me!”
Our magazine aims to bring Belarus to you through our
interesting articles and reliable information. Come to Belarus and
you will feel happy!
Peace be with you, dear reader!
Publisher
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Belarusian trade delegation
to arkansas and oklahoma

A

trade delegation from the City of Minsk and the Mogilev
region visited the US states of Arkansas and Oklahoma
on May 1-4, 2017. It was headed by Aliaksandr Zabella,
Chairman of the Belarusian State Food Concern
Belgospischeprom, and organized by the Honorary Consul of
Belarus in Houston, Geert C. Visser.
The visit to Oklahoma City, which was organized by Councilman
David Greenwell, offered an opportunity to discuss issues of
mutual interest. The Belarusian delegation gave a presentation to
the Oklahoma Chamber of Commerce detailing the products and
services that they would like to market in Oklahoma.
During their visit to Bentonville, Arkansas, its Mayor Bob
McCaslin presented the Key to the City of Bentonville to Viktar
Nekrashevich, Deputy Chairman of the Mogilev Regional
Executive Committee.
The delegation visited the Walmart Museum in Bentonville.
To the delight of the delegation, Walmart executives presented a
very interesting program at an interactive seminar titled “How to
do business with Walmart”, which was held at the World Trade
Center Arkansas. That day was closed with a well-attended
meeting, where contact details were exchanged with local
businesses.
In addition, the delegation traveled to other parts of the
state. In Little Rock, the state’s capital, the delegation met
with Governor Asa Hutchinson and the Little Rock Regional

Chamber of Commerce. During the visit, the parties discussed
a wide range of issues including the development of trade and
economic investment.
Mark Stodola, Mayor of Little Rock, signed a cooperation
agreement between Mogilev and Little Rock during the
delegation’s visit to the Little Rock City Hall. At the end of their
visit, the delegation was greatly honored to be received by the
Native American Nation Principal Chief, James Floyd.
At the end of their tour, the Belarusian delegation toured a
number of other American organizations and facilities.
www.belarusfacts.mfa.gov.by/en g

Business

the national Bank of Belarus
standardizes the index calculator
for gold reserves

F

rom July 1st, 2017, the National Bank of Belarus will cease
to take into account the Russian ruble when calculating
gold and foreign exchange reserves. As reported on
the bank's website (www.nbrb.by), on this date, the
Belarusian regulator will completely convert to the international
standards. In Minsk, the decision is explained as a necessary one
to aid the management of gold and foreign exchange reserves, as
well as to provide experience with the World Bank's consultancy
and reserve management program, IMF recommendations, and
the practice of managing official reserve assets by central banks
of other governments.
According to data as of June 1st, 2017, the volume of gold
and foreign exchange reserves of the National Bank of Belarus
(NBB) was estimated at US$ 5.239 billion (according to the
IMF standard) and US$ 5.604 billion (according to the national
standard). Thus, the gap between the foreign exchange reserves
calculated based on the national and international standards is
US$ 365 million.
The National Bank of Belarus has published indicators of
reserves since 2004, which are calculated by both methods –
national and IMF-developed. Calculations using the national

standard included, in addition to the Russian ruble, precious
stones and metals in the share reserves, which are not directly
related to monetary gold. In 2016, the gold and currency
reserves of the Republic of Belarus increased by US$ 751 million,
representing an increase of 18%. In 2017, the country expects a
further increase of US$ 500 million.
Experts believe that Belarus's decision to transition exclusively
to international standards for accounting in gold and foreign
currency reserves is due to a need to conduct a closer dialogue
with the IMF on the conditions for attracting new loans, along
with meeting IMF conditions – this will contribute to the
economic stability in the country. Earlier it was reported that
the IMF is ready to issue a loan to Belarus for US$ 3.5 billion at
2.28% per annum for 10 years. However, the IMF requires Minsk
to carry out a series of unpopular reforms in the country: cap
wages, raise utility tariffs, and roll out a large-scale privatization
of state property.
The First Deputy Minister of Finance of Belarus, Maxim
Ermolovich, stated that the Belarusian authorities are in close
contact with the IMF whilst conducting “routine work” to gain
access to new loan facilities. g
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Breakthrough
to the future

@ EMERGE AMERICAS 2017 TECHNOLOGy
CONFERENCE AND ExHIBITION
By Mikhail Morgulis

I

n early June, Miami Beach Convention Center hosted
the eMERGE AMERICAS technology conference
and exhibition, which was attended by about 9,000
participants. Many of them were visitors from other
countries who gathered at this event to demonstrate and
explore the most recent innovations in information technology.
The exhibition organizers created a dynamic environment for
widely recognized IT giants and startup companies, which
often lead on new breakthrough developments. It was a fertile
environment for establishing new connections and exploring
business opportunities. Miami-Beach Mayor Phillip Levin said,
“Miami is really becoming America’s high-tech capital”.
Belarus demonstrated its high-tech innovations for the first
time at an American exhibition. Its booth was one of the largest
and demonstrated over 80 science-based innovations from
the country’s top research agencies including the Academy of

Spotlight
Science, the Ministry of Education, and the High Tech Park.
The Belarusian delegation was led by Alexander Shumilin, the
Chair of the State Committee on Science and Technology.
At the end of the two-day event, Belarusian companies and
organizations signed eight cooperation agreements in the
areas of science technology, innovation, and education. For
example, KBTEM-OMO JSC signed agreements with American
companies to produce stepper motors and control devices for
semiconductor wafers. The agreement with Teksoli is to supply
US$ 300,000 of product value with the prospect of increasing
the agreement value to US$ 10 million. The “Politechnik”
technology park, part of the Belarusian National Technical
University, signed a collaborative agreement to develop and
produce medical devices and equipment.
The Belarusian State University of Computer Science and
Radio Electronics and the American software development
company Intetics signed a memorandum of understanding on
cooperation in training professionals in the field of information
technology, and also in creating scientific labs and joint
ventures. Belarusian State University and Adelphi Technology
agreed to carry out collaborative research through a student and
staff exchange program.
It may seem unexpected that a little-known country like
Belarus would flex its technological muscles. It is not entirely
surprising, though: Belarus has always been technologically
savvy, and many talented scientists were trained at Belarusian
educational institutions. Its 10-year-old High Technology
Park is highly recognized in the computer world. Just last year,
the Park, which employs 30,000 scientists, made Belarus US
$1 billion in profit.
The Belarusian delegation included scientists, senior
managers, and presidents of the country’s top universities.
The event was also attended by the Interim Chargé d'Affaires
of Belarus in the United States, Pavel Shidlovsky, the Trade
Representative of the Belarus Embassy, Sergey Nagorny, and
the Honorary Consul of Belarus in the United States, Mikhail
Morgulis.
Steve Wozniak was a keynote speaker at the conference
(incidentally, his father was from Ukraine). The famous “Woz”,
who founded Apple with Steve Jobs, said in an emotional speech,
“Young people being inspired to be entrepreneurs is the most
important thing in the world, in my mind.” On the future impact
of tech on jobs, Wozniak added, “I don’t think we will ever be
the secondary species to machines. … it will replace jobs… but
as one job category disappears, another comes along.”
In summing up eMERGE AMERICAS, I can say with
confidence that it opened many doors to incredible opportunities
for high tech innovation, and it also let us take a sneaky peek
at the future. The conference brought together the brightest
scientific minds, who are willing to build bridges and promote
scientific cooperation, which is incredibly important for the
improvement of our lives.
At an interview for the Belarusian TV, I once said: “No project
can succeed unless the new generation is participating in it”.
The success at EMERGE AMERICAS was a living embodiment
of my words.
Even though we are living in a state of crisis, witnessing the
never ending military conflicts in the Middle East, Ukraine, and
many African countries, I believe that hatred and evil cannot
win, and the computer revolution led by the younger generation
will help promote peace and prosperity across the world. May
God help them! g
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During the event, the Regional Council of Florida, Ita Neymotin,
was presented with an award for her extraordinary contribution
to the development of diplomatic and economic relations
between the USA and Belarus. The award was presented by
the Honorary Council of Belarus in the United States, Mikhail
Morgulis.
Neymotin’s Office of Criminal Conflict and Civil Regional
Counsel employs 150 attorneys who check court rulings.
Thanks to this agency’s work, people who could not afford legal
representation were kept from unlawful imprisonment.

6

US-Belarus Observer

Spotlight

US-Belarus Observer 7

Spotlight

Belarusian
info Panorama
Medical tourists visit Belarus every year
promoting tourism: the NTA website designed for the domestic
market, travel agencies and tour guides, and the belarus.travel
portal for promoting the country abroad.”

miNiSTry OF TraNSpOrT ENCOuragES
lOw-COST CarriErS TO COmE TO
BElaruS

Official travel website launched In Belarus

BElaruS FOlk SONgS dOCumENTary
wiNS CrEaTiON iNTErNaTiONal Film
FESTival award

T

he film The Songs of Old Europe – Ancient Belarusian
Folk Songs has been awarded Best Feature Documentary
in the Canadian Creation International Film Festival
2016. It was directed and produced by Volya Dzemka,
a Belarusian living in the USA.
The documentary is the first ever English-language
documentary about Belarusian folk songs, considered by
ethnographers to be the oldest unaltered songs in Europe. Part of
the film’s budget was crowdfunded through Indiegogo; the rest
was financed by Volya’s earnings from her job as a translator at
Microsoft, and by personal loans.
Volya Dzemka fell in love with Belarusian folk songs when, as
a student, she saw a group of young girls performing them. “My
mind was immediately consumed by the unfamiliar harmonies,
which are based on the ancient Greek musical scales”.
Belarusian folk songs are closely tied to rituals and seasons.
Five hundred songs could be sung for a single wedding, from the
day of the proposal until the wedding, which itself could last up
to two weeks.
“I want to tell the world that these songs are invaluable.
They are to Belarus what the pyramids are to Egypt. That’s no
exaggeration! Some Belarusian folk songs originated at the same
time as the Egyptian pyramids and Babylonian culture,” Dzemka
said.
The 60-minute documentary offers a rare and intimate look
into a very different world that has been isolated for centuries.
While filming in Belarus, Dzemka witnessed with sadness the

slow death of her homeland’s native songs first-hand. In the
village of Polansk, where she owns a house, and which was a
bustling place fifteen years ago, there were no cars or children on
the streets, and only a few babushkas.
“I work as hard as I can,” Dzemka said, “so that our babushkas
will be able to see the film and know that people around the
world will talk about them and listen to their songs.” Even more
importantly, Volya Dzemka has ensured that this valuable piece
of history is kept alive.

Epam hiTS $1 BilliON aNNual rEvENuE
TargET
EPAM, Belarus's biggest software developer and resident of
the Hi-Tech Park in Minsk, has earned $1.16 billion for full year
2016. The company increased its earnings by 26.9% year-on-year,
its financial report states.

OFFiCial TravEl wEBSiTE lauNChEd iN
BElaruS
To promote Belarus abroad, the National Tourism Agency
(NTA) has launched the website belarus.travel. The new portal is
an information site designed to aid foreign travelers who intend
to make a trip to the country.
The slogan on the front page describes Belarus as the country
“above expectations.”
“This year, we have updated the website of the National Tourism
Agency designed for specialists, and we have also launched the
portal belarus.travel”, Anastasia Shatkevich, a senior information
specialist at the NTA said. “Now the NTA has two tools for

There are no obstacles to low-cost airlines entering the
Belarusian market, Minister of Transport Anatoly Sivak said at
a press-conference on March 6th in Minsk. The conference was
devoted to the development of the country’s transport system.
“Rather, this is the problem of the low-cost airlines themselves.
When they decide whether to fly to an airport, they start by
considering the economic value. In order for the new hub to be
effective, those airlines want a certain passenger flow”, the official
said.
At present there is only one route from Belarus operating on
low-cost principles. According to Sivak, the national Belarusian
airline Belavia reduced ticket prices last year by 10-48%.

150,000 mEdiCal TOuriSTS viSiT
BElaruS EvEry yEar
First Deputy Minister of Health Dmitry Pinevich told the
Belarusian Informational Agency in May that about 150,000
foreigners come to Belarus for medical services every year. “Their
inflow is rather stable, which is indicative of the quality of medical
care”, said the official. “Most of them use the services of national
science and practice centers, Minsk hospitals and other regional
centers,” Pinevich said.
Belarusian
technologies
in
oncology,
cardiology,
transplantology, and cellular technologies are in high demand
among foreigners. The official added that there are lots of VIP
patients on the waiting list in cardiology and oncology.

BElaruS’ COST OF liviNg iS ONE OF ThE
lOwEST iN ThE wOrld
According to the 2016 annual results, Belarus, with a Cost of
Living Index of 33.84, has one of the world’s lowest overall costs of
living. Of 121 countries on the list compiled by Numbeo, Belarus
occupies 104th place.
Topping the list, Bermuda has the highest cost of living,

The Bielaviežskaja Pušča National Park
represented by an index of 146.19, followed by Switzerland and
Iceland with indexes of 122.06 and 111.71. Egypt, India, and
Ukraine are the world’s cheapest countries in which to live, with
22.36, 25.08 and 26.22 respectively.

BElaruS iS 24Th iN ThE glOBal
SuSTaiNaBlE COmpETiTivENESS iNdEx
rEpOrT
In November, 2016 SolAbility, an independent think-tank,
published the Global Sustainable Competitiveness report, in
which 180 countries were compared in terms of the development
and sustainability of their economies.
Веlarus holds 24th position in the ranking between Czechia
and Poland, and has the highest index among the CIS countries.
Russia ranks 45th, Kazakhstan – 46th, Uzbekistan – 63rd,
Ukraine – 64th, Kyrgyzstan – 66th, Armenia – 75th, Moldova
– 80th, Tajikistan - 89th, Azerbaijan – 115th, Turkmenistan –
139th. Sweden leads the listing, with Norway, Finland, Denmark,
Iceland, Slovenia, Switzerland, Ireland, Luxembourg and Austria
completing the top ten.
The index is based on a competitiveness model that incorporates
all the relevant pillars of sustained growth and wealth creation of
a nation – natural capital availability, resource efficiency, social
cohesion, government-led development direction and innovation
and business capabilities.

Bielaviežskaja Pušča is among
ThE TOp-25 TOuriST dESTiNaTiONS OF
EaSTErN EurOpE
The Bielaviežskaja Pušča National Park, which straddles
the border between Belarus and Poland, is a UNESCO World
Heritage Site. The park joined the list of top Eastern European
tourist destinations, taking 18th position in the list prepared by
The Telegraph. Also on the list are Tallinn, Riga, St.Petersburg,
and, the Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve.
Bielaviežskaja Pušča National Park has an area of 547 square
miles and is one of the last and largest remaining parts of the
immense primeval forest that once stretched across the European
Plain. Within the park, European bison, konik (a semi-wild
horse), wild boar, Eurasian elk, and other indigenous animals
may be viewed in their natural habitats. g
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DestineD to
succeeD
BELARUS IS BECOMING A SELF-CONFIDENT NATION
By Dr. grigory ioffe

F

or now, there are no clouds over Belarus, even those
with silver linings are missing – the sky is blue!
The Belarusian economy has resumed growth largely
owing to the success of its export-oriented industries.
New liberal regulations have been adopted for the Great Stone,
the Chinese-Belarusian industrial park under construction next
to Minsk International Airport. The government has legitimized
the civic campaign Speak the Truth, an outlet of the opposition.
Finally, by way of persistently alienating Belarus and settling
scores with each other, some powerful external players and
opinion-molders actually help Belarusians strengthen their
identity. All of these are inter-related ingredients for success,
and the formula that binds them together says that, in order to
succeed, you need to engage self-confidence and ingenuity, not

just one of those, and both are happening in Belarus. Belarus
has long been the world’s leader in terms of the sheer number of
predictions of its imminent economic collapse. Such predictions
become nearly obsessive during economic and financial
troubles. This was the case during the energy price wars with
Russia in 2004, 2007, and 2010, during the financial crisis of
2011, and, of course, from 2014 onwards. The doomsayers have
been confounded every time.
For the first time in two years, the Belarusian economy is
growing: during the first quarter of 2017, its GDP increased by
0.3% compared with the same period a year ago. From January
to April, the Belarusian industrial output increased by 5.4%; out
of 13 processing sectors, 11 experienced growth. A particularly
significant expansion occurred in the chemical industry and in

Business
wood processing—19.5% in both cases. As a result, in April, the
average monthly salary in Belarus experienced growth for the
second month in a row.
Importantly, it was external demand for Belarusian products
and services that facilitated the reversal of negative trends.
Moreover, for the first time in many years, export slightly
exceeded import. The biggest progress was recently recorded
in exports of processed milk. Just in the first quarter of 2017,
dairy exports amounted to $525.1 million, or 42.4% higher
than in 2016. Although Russia is still the main destination for
these exports, Belarus acquired new markets in Georgia, China
and Turkey. This means that the credit for economic growth, at
least in part, belongs to the foreign policy. In the last five years,
Belarus has managed to double its exports of weaponry to the
total of $1 billion a year, selling to 52 countries. Incidentally, at
the Minsk-based exhibition MILEX-2017, Belarus presented the
unmanned aircraft helicopter INDELA–I.N.SKY. It is designed
to record video of the terrain below, in visible and infrared light,
and transmit that data, in real time, to a ground control station at
a distance of up to 100 km. This drone’s use can include frontier
surveillance, reconnaissance, aerial photography, radiation
background control, and so on.
Substantial growth has been recorded in Belarus’s trade with
Turkey; Lukashenko actually met with his Turkish counterpart,
Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, during his visit to China in conjunction
with the forum devoted to the Belt and Road (Silk Road)
Initiative. And in late May, the Belarusian authorities introduced
an unprecedented scope of tax and control exemptions and
communal utility discounts for current and prospective
resident companies and investors into the Great Stone, the
Chinese-Belarusian industrial park. It is likely that, contrary
to all the usual doomsayers, this park has a bright future; it
will significantly diversify the country’s economic ties and, by
doing so, will make the Belarusian economy more sustainable in
general and during various crises.
A peculiar but meaningful symbol of Minsk’s successful
multi-directional foreign policy has been the decision of the
International Ice Hockey Federation to conduct the 2021 World
Cup jointly in both Belarus and Latvia. That decision was made
despite “our traditional friends not supporting us” when voting
for the venue of the World Cup, according to Lukashenko. More
and more analysts are coming to the conclusion that Minsk is
not only willing but also able to develop and maintain ties with
both of its geopolitical flanks. “We were nudged multiple times
to make a geopolitical choice once and for all,” declared Foreign
Minister Vladimir Makei at a recent Minsk Dialogue forum,
“but Belarus’s interests are not confined to one direction.”
Indeed, they are not, and a commitment to diversity has
found yet another confirmation in the government registering
the civic campaign Speak the Truth. This is an outlet of the
opposition once headed by Vladimir Neklyaev, a poet and a
2010 presidential hopeful. He resigned from leadership in April
2015 and accused Andrei Dmitriev, his successor, of ties to the
KGB, the Committee for State Security that in Belarus – unlike
all other successor states of the Soviet Union – has retained its
Soviet name. Today, the Speak the Truth campaign is led by the
Dmitriev-Korotkevich duo. Tatyana Korotkevich was a 2015
presidential hopeful who also ran for a parliamentary seat in
2016 but lost to yet another member of the opposition, Anna
Kanopatskaya of the United Civic Party.
Accusing comrades-in-arms of association with the KGB
has been a hobby of the Belarusian opposition going back to
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Minsk-based exhibition MILEX-2017
its founder Zianon Pazniak, who leveled this accusation at an
innumerable number of his former allies. Dmitriev is disliked
by other opposition leaders because Speak the Truth has been
successful as measured by its membership and media attention.
Moreover, it is the only entity in the opposition that does not
resort to wholesale denunciation of Alexander Lukashenko as
a traitor to the national cause and is, therefore, not averse to
collaboration with his government. Speaking to the Belarusian
Service of Radio Liberty, for the umpteenth time, Dmitriev
had to refute the accusation of his KGB connection and added
that, after a recent avalanche of Malady Front (Young Front)
confessions, this whole issue ought to be put to rest. Indeed,
in April and May, several members of this intransigent (unlike
Speak the Truth) group, registered in Czech Republic, confessed
that they had long signed agreements with the KGB. Regardless
of these revelations and the PR furor accompanying them, the
registration of the Speak the Truth is a major breakthrough in
Belarus’s political life. This is because the registered political
affiliation is actually composed of activists, not of “dead souls.”
Alexander Lukashenko has long maintained that opposition in
principle can and should exist; however, the current Belarusian
opposition that does not fit the term “opposition;” rather, it is
the fifth column because it is only accountable to its Western
sponsors and puppet masters. It seems that the registration of

Helicopter INDELA–I.N.SKY
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President Lukashenko, President of the People's
Republic of China Xi Jinping, First Lady of China Peng
Liyuan, and President Lukashenko’s son Nikolai
the Speak the Truth campaign – upon its seventh application –
is indicative of the change in the national leader’s thinking, too.
In the meantime, external players have been contributing
to boosting the Belarusian identity. Thus, from May 15, 2017,
all passenger aircraft flying from Belarus to Russia land at the
international terminals of Russian airports. Although this
switch from the domestic terminals is for passport control of
non-Belarusian citizens, it appears to be a more momentous
change. Symbols and appearances matter – finally, at least as far
as air transportation is concerned, Belarus has become a foreign
country for Russia.
The mocking of Belarus on Russian TV channels continues, and
Belarusians take notice. Thus, the youngest son of Lukashenko
was derisively called a “crown prince” in conjunction with
Lukashenko’s recent visit to China, with his son accompanying
him as is usually the case. Offence was more noticeable when
Belarusian humanitarian aid to Ukrainian war-ridden regions was
recently described in the Russian media as a result of “Belarusians
eventually discovering that somebody is even poorer than they
are.”
Belarus’s geopolitical personality, that of a relatively small
country squeezed between two major centers of global power,
Russia and the European Union, would lose an important
signature trait, if Russian condescension were not matched

Belarusian nuclear power plant, under construction

Business
by equally alienating attitudes embraced by some prominent
Westerners and from some immediate neighbors settling scores
with one another. Thus, Lithuania has been fighting the Belarusian
nuclear power plant, under construction on a site 50 km away
from Vilnius, so vigorously that it has succeeded in boosting
international and Belarus’s own attention to this station’s security.
Once built, the station will become the most prominent energy
hub in the entire region, with Lithuania, a country with a rapidly
shrinking population finding itself in that hub’s hinterland.
Ukraine terminated passenger flights to and from Russia, so
Minsk became a prominent transit station serving almost 3.5
million passengers a year, a steep rise compared with what was
just a couple of years ago. Recently Kiev announced similar plans
regarding railway ties with Russia. Again, Belarus will benefit.
Even highbrow academics can be of help facilitating Belarus’s
self-confidence. Thus, for Yale historian Timothy Snyder, who
has just published a treatise on tyranny, Donald Trump is an
embodiment of a tyrant and so is Lukashenko. Snyder has just
told the Belarusian Service of Radio Liberty that “although Trump
has not yet expressed his fascination with Lukashenko, this is only
a matter of time.” With a track record of monitoring Belarusian
“tyranny,” Snyder professes to know what he is talking about. More
than six years ago, writing for the New York Review of Books, he
observed that Minsk is so suspiciously clean it “makes Vienna look
dingy.” Besides the ominous cleanliness of the national capital,
“to travel to or from Belarus,” according to Snyder, “is to become
acquainted with the KGB. At the European airport from which
you depart for Minsk, a functionary, likely female and seemingly
harmless, patrols the gate area. At a certain point, she asks each
passenger for his or her passport, although on what authority
is a bit unclear. At the Minsk airport, as you depart Belarus, an
obvious KGB functionary checks your documents one last time
before you board the plane. Then he boards the plane with you.
The KGB officer is probably accompanying a Belarusian official
on a journey abroad, since Belarusians of any significance cannot
travel without a political chaperone.” Reflecting the indelible
influence of spy novels and of some prominent mythmakers
from the ranks of the Belarusian opposition, this narrative was
composed in 2010, not, say, the 1970s, and is still not unusual for
Western stereotypes about Belarus.
It appears, however, that detachment from reality on such a
scale – on the part of a prominent opinion-molder – may actually
prove wholesome, for it makes you reluctant to even bother
setting things straight. Indifference to the opinions of meaningful
others boosts self-confidence. Persistent biases set a psychological
defense mechanism, so faced with outright baloney about their
country, Belarusians are more likely to shed complexes and
perceive themselves as the unique, successful, and secure nation
they already are.
Security is of special value during the overall time of trouble.
Igor Marzalyuk, a Mogilev-based historian and a member of the
upper chamber of the Belarusian parliament, has recently shared
his perception of the “phenomenon of Belarus” with Zviazda, a
Belarusian daily newspaper. “The 21st century,” said Marzalyuk,
“has taken off amidst storms and conflicts – terrorist acts and local
bloody squabbles occur not just somewhere in the world at large
but in the post-Soviet area, too. Within this area, Belarus remains
the only place for safe living. There is no doubt that all credit for
that goes to our president. Economic difficulties are transient, but
we, the people residing on this land, are here to stay.” While I
am averse to a personality cult, I would not be able to say this
better… for there is such a blue sky over Belarus. g

Culture

US-Belarus Observer 11

angelina’s BumBleBees
and dragonflies
22-yEAR-OLD BELARUSIAN RECEIvES A PRIzE AT
CANNES FESTIvAL OF CREATIvITy

By Maria Eleshevitch

T

he annual International Festival of Creativity in Cannes is the
most prestigious international festival of advertisers. It takes place
in the third week of June. The festival’s main event is the awards
ceremony for the best designers from all over the world. This year
the Silver Lion went to a 22-year-old Belarusian, Angelina Pischikova. The
young designer created unique packaging for light bulbs.
“I once came across Thomas Edison’s quote that a firefly is the best source
of cold light”, said Angelina, “and it gave me the idea of an ‘insect-light bulb’
connection. I picked the insects for my design according to the light bulb
shape: one looks like a bumblebee, another – like a dragonfly or a wasp. My
designs look like drawings from biology textbooks – very detailed.
Last year, Angelina received a degree in graphic design from Belarus State
University. Her thesis was about an insect light bulb. At that point in time
she didn’t know that she would be able to turn it into a real product. When
she pitched her idea to electric equipment suppliers, her project received
positive feedback and she received proposals for its implementation. The
whole process took a year.
The Silver Lion award was a real surprise, though, since Angelina applied
after the competition’s deadline. Only her friends’ congratulatory texts made
her realize that she had won a prize.
This was not the first time that Angelina’s unique insect light bulb
packaging design has received awards. She won the Gold Prize and Grand Prix awards at the White Square Festival, the Silver Prize
at the Ukrainian Advertising Festival, and her design was one of the Wired Magazine’s top ten package concepts. Light bulbs in her
creative design packages will hit the Belarusian market as early as in August 2017.
For Angelina, the prize from Cannes stands out among her other awards. The last time a Belarusian advertising designer won the
Cannes prize was twelve years ago when Starcom/Kryn Agency received the Golden Lion in the media category.
Credit: kp.by, Photo: Rodion Kovenkin g
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“We useD to fly in
common skies...“

AMERICAN B-25 MITCHELL BOMBER WITH SOvIET
CREW CRASHED NEAR BREST

By alexander Vaigach

T

he words in the title are
borrowed from a song about a
combat brotherhood of military
pilots during World War II.
I remembered them after an event that
stirred the population of our Belarusian
city of Brest. (Do not confuse the French
port city of Brest with Belarusian Brest,
which is a regional center on the western
border of Belarus and Poland, widely
known for its Brest Fortress, which stood
in the way of the Nazi invasion).
A few dozen kilometers from the city, near
the village of Nepli, a search vehicle dug up
and retrieved fragments of the American
B-25 Mitchell bomber and the remains of
seven Soviet crew who died in 1944, while
liberating the area from the Nazis. On the
night of July 15, 1944, during an operation
codenamed “Bagration,“ the combat
division of aircraft struck a blow to the
German fortifications on the outskirts
of Brest. The B-25 Mitchell bomber was
the last aircraft doing aerial photography.
The plane was hit by enemy anti-aircraft
gunners. It fell in the countryside... none
of the crew could be saved.
The battered Mitchell fell nose-down
into the swampy terrain. The tail of the
plane was completely incinerated, and
parts of the fuselage were buried deep
underground. 70-odd years after the end
of the war, the location of the American
airplane’s crash site was found with the
help of local residents, who are members
of the historical and patriotic group –
the Brest Plane Search. This group was
founded due to the large collection of lost
aircraft from World War II.
The excavation team were able to
recover not only large parts of the plane –
the engines, propeller blade, armaments –
with their bare hands, but also found
scraps of uniforms, documents, and
even a notebook kept by one of the crew
members. The very last artefact was
recovered from a depth of 23 feet. But the

most important finds were the remains of
the pilots.
The excavation work lasted 45 days,
and then began perhaps the most difficult
task – establishing of the names of the
dead heroes. The writing in a notebook
belonging to David Solomonovich Frolov
helped as did the personal effects of the
crew.
In Podolsk’s Central Archive of the
Russian Ministry of Defense, enthusiasts
found a schedule of combat aircraft sorties
dating around the time of the crash. With
the help of these records, identification
was made of all of the names of the
Mitchell crew members from the 335th

long-range air regiment... Their names are
as follows: Lieutenant Alexander Belov
(commander of the unit), Lieutenant
Ivan Smolin (pilot), Lieutenant Alexei
Kravtsov (navigator), Senior Sergeant
Gavriil Botzvin (gunner), Second
Lieutenant Vladimir Cherkai (turretgunner), Lieutenant Sergei Barinov, and
David Frolov (senior instructor).
A monument to the dead pilots now
stands at the site of the plane crash.
History knows: a major burden of
the struggle with Nazi Germany during
World War II fell on the shoulders of
the people of the Soviet Union including
many Belarusians. However, victory

on the eastern front would have been
impossible without the support of the
allies, especially the United States.
On March 11, 1941, the US Congress
passed the Lend-Lease Act, which was the
principal means for providing US military
aid to foreign nations during World
War II. The USA provided food, arms,
ammunition, construction materials,
strategic raw materials, medicine,
aircraft, and other material resources to
the countries of the anti-Hitler coalition.
In June 1942, deliveries under the LendLease Act extended to the Soviet Union –
American aircraft were included in the
supplies of equipment.
At first, the supplies were transported
via one of two routes. The first one ran
from the ports of the west coast of the
United States through the Pacific and
Indian Oceans, the Arabian Sea, and the
Persian Gulf, to the port of Basra. Ships
sailed for over two months to complete
this route. Aircraft were disassembled
and packed into boxes; from Basra, they
were transported by rail to Iran, and after
assembly, they were sent to the USSR.
The second route, a shorter one, was
more dangerous. It ran from the east
coast of the United States through Britain
to Murmansk, then to Arkhangelsk.
Hitler's submarines and aircraft, based
in occupied Norway, actively combatted

the passage of ships. The Soviet historic
records describe the courage of the
American and British crews of the
Northern convoy ships, who often died
frozen in the Arctic seas, but who delivered
vital cargos to Murmansk, Arkhangelsk,
Severodvinsk.... After a while, due to the
dangers on this route, it was decided that
planes would be delivered by air – from
Montana via Canada, Alaska, Chukotka,
Yakutia, Western Siberia to the SovietGerman front.
In a message dated June 17, 1942,
Roosevelt wrote to Stalin, “Ambassador
Litvinov informed me that you approved
the transfer of American planes through
Alaska and Soviet Siberia to the Western
Front, and I'm glad to hear this.“
A clear traffic route was promptly
established for the delivery of US military
aircraft from the American base in
Fairbanks, Alaska, to the Russian Far
East. From there, they continued to their
Soviet military units. In 1944 alone, the
United States delivered more than 800
B-25 Mitchell bombers to the USSR.
Overall, during the war, Americans sent
more than 22,000 planes to the Soviet
Union (including P-39 Airacobras, A-20
Bostons, and B-25 Mitchells), 12,000
tanks, 375,000 vehicles, 4.5 million tons
of food, thousands of tons of strategic raw
materials, fuel, ammunition, locomotives,

rails, and many other useful cargoes. The
American planes were flown by Soviet
crews from the USA to the USSR, and
sometimes service members were killed
during those flights:
“We used to fly in common skies,
Along the way we lost comrades.
But those who were meant to live,
Remember them and friendship give.”
Paradoxically, when good people are
attacked by enemies, people unite and
defend themselves together. Then, in
peacetime, these same people forget about
their former friendship and even about
the blood spilled for the sake of common
victory. They can reproach and blame one
another. We often forget what a terrible
price has been paid for our peaceful life.
And you must not forget! No one must
forget! Every day we should be grateful
that bombs do not fall on us and our sons
do not die on battlefields. Belarusians,
who lost every fourth resident to the war
against German Nazism, remember this
and value peace very highly. I believe
that Americans appreciate every peaceful
day of their lives. I would very much like
for Belarusian and American children to
continue living happily in times of peace
and trust between the US and Belarus!
This is exactly how it should be! g

14

US-Belarus Observer

Business

five secrets of the
Belarusian investment
Phenomenon
ATTRACTIvE OPPORTUNITIES FOR FOREIGN
INvESTORS IN BELARUS

working within the Belarusian economy
is respectable, pragmatically cautious, and
experienced and knowledgeable about
their target market. They do not come to
Belarus for speculative super-profits and
adventurous deals; conditions here do
not favor those dubious individuals who
might need to “launder money” or “hide
assets”. Due to the state intervention and
control of the economy, there is a lot of
transparency in business practices, and the
tax system is tough. However, this is what
makes it possible to come to this country
for those who, among the most important
factors, value calmness, security, reliability,
and the understandable logic of the state
system. There is reason to talk about the
high investment maturity of the market:
investors can benefit from clearly defined
niches, transparent conditions and “rules
of the game”, and an understanding of
the long-term policy of government
cooperation.

SECrET 1:
iNvESTmENTS iN BElaruS
arE prOFiTaBlE

alexander Olshevsky

Director General of the Eurasian Agency for International
Cooperation
Expert on the Committee for Economic Integration and
Foreign Economic Affairs of the Russian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry

T

he phenomenon of high
investment attractiveness in
Belarus surprises only those
who do not know enough about
this country. Possibly no other country
in Eastern Europe attracts businessmen
and investors with quite such varied

Maxim Misko

Deputy Chairman of the Permanent Committee on Legislation
of the House of Representatives of the National Assembly of
the Republic of Belarus
Chairman of the Board of the Belarus Peace Fund
Candidate of Juridical Sciences

temperaments and business interests:
Germans, Swiss, Poles, Chinese, Russians,
Ukrainians, Arabs, Latin Americans....
This is amazing for any country that is not
"offshore" – however, the facts speak for
themselves.
What are the reasons for these truly

breakthrough successes of this small
Eastern European country in recent
years? Some expressed opinions that
the Belarusians were able to skillfully
determine their priorities in relations
with foreign businesses and consistently
adhere to them. A typical investor
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The profitability of investments in
Belarus is the main differentiating quality
of today's Belarus from so many other
countries with investment opportunities.
Belarus has several very intensively
expanding industries and market
segments that will continue growing for a
long time. Incidentally, this is the source
of its respectability: this market is not for
those who simply wish to quickly “turn”
a certain amount of money and multiply
it through “casual links”. Belarus offers
fertile ground for long-term investments
that are made consciously, with the
creation of a foundation for many years.
The most obvious option is real estate.
Even small private foreign investors are
happy to buy several apartments in Minsk
or some country cottages in picturesque
places. Housing in a comfortable, safe
and ecologically clean European capital
with the population of two million,
conveniently located at the intersection of
many transport routes, is always a liquid
asset. All objective factors speak in favor
of continuing the trend towards increasing
values. For comparison, in Moscow, the
average price per square meter is three
times higher than in Minsk – and this
comparison does not even apply to the
most prestigious and comfortable areas of
the Russian capital. In comparison with the
Western European capitals, the difference

is even greater: in Paris, the average cost
per square meter of housing exceeds the
Minsk figures by more than tenfold, in
Berlin – by at least by five times. Investing
in Belarusian apartments is much more
affordable, even for ordinary middleaged parents who want to provide their
children and grandchildren with stable
growing assets abroad. As for a corporate
investor, investing in the construction of
new residential complexes in Minsk can
be considered a “new Klondike”.
In recent years, the direction of
residential development in other cities
of Belarus, mainly in the capitals of the
regions: Brest, Mogilev, Grodno, Gomel,
and Vitebsk, is beginning to wake interest.
As a rule, these cities have significant
history, some of which are at least a
thousand years old. They have lots of
attractions: museums, temples, fortresses,
beautiful old streets, preserved royal
palaces, very friendly urban environments
and developed business infrastructures.
Equally attractive is a segment of more
expensive residential real estate – country
houses. These beautiful estates are unique
finds: they can be erected here on the shore
of a purest lake with swans, surrounded
by beautiful forests and hunting grounds,
at any distance from the city, providing
seclusion, but with all the necessary
infrastructure. Analysis of possible
elite real estate projects by applying the
famous formula “Location, Location,
Location” predicts brilliant results. Where
else is it worthwhile to invest? Another

promising direction is tourism. This
branch of the Belarusian economy has
the greatest growth potential, and the
variety of formats for participation is
truly unlimited. A fully-fledged business
in this industry is just beginning to form.
For some reason, for a long time it was
believed that tourists were interested just
in Belarusian nature, especially in the
cleanest lakes, reserves, and the worldfamous Belovezhskaya Pushcha with
its bison and country houses. In reality,
the Belarusian attractions are in no way
inferior to the most popular Western
European historical destinations, and
they often surpass them. The country
has more than 100 medieval castles of
different degrees of preservation, many
fortresses and defensive structures, and
a large number of ancient temples with
world-famous miraculous shrines. Some
of the Belarusian cities have more than
a thousand year history, with their wellpreserved magnificent royal palaces and
residences of the most distinguished
families, who were related to the majority
of the monarchical dynasties of Europe.
Even based on a hundredth share of the
attractions here, a comparable country in
Southeast Asia would have built a thriving
entirely-tourism-oriented
economy.
However, the tourist potential of Belarus
has simply been ignored; instead, the focus
has been on engineering and agriculture.
The development of tourism has been
partly hampered by the process of less
than painless integration of the sovereign
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Belarus into the system of international
relations, during which it was necessary
to resolve misunderstandings and
deal with the restrictions imposed by
sanctions. Consequently, as a true pearl of
tourism, this country attracted attention
only in 2014, when it first hosted and
brilliantly organized the World Hockey
Championship.
A significant factor in the growth of the
tourism industry is the existence of an
unprecedented system of personal safety
for its citizens and guests at any location in
the country. This factor plays a significant
role in reducing the competitiveness of
other Eastern European countries and the
CIS. Here, the achievements of Belarus
make it possible to ensure an absolutely
protected stay of a tourist of any level of
wealth, including when traveling with
the family. Incidentally, the territory is
very compact – almost any region can be
reached from the capital in 3-4 hours.
In 2017, to support tourism, Belarus
introduced a 5-day visa-free regime for a
significant number of countries.
Minsk has a number of casinos attracting
a lot of foreign guests. Gastronomic tours
are gaining popularity, allowing you to
sample anything from dozens of types
of draniks (potato cakes) to fine-dining
dishes from a special “royal cuisine”. It is
worth mentioning wine tours and tastings
of many varieties of home-brews and
distillations from each region, amazingly
scrumptious and special in their own
way. Looking at this purely pragmatically,

Business

the tourist market of this country is only
being formed, it grows every year, and it
is not even divided up between the major
players – the moment to invest in it is
optimal.
For those interested in investing in
production, there is a widely-recognized
Belarusian food industry. Few will argue
with the statement that people will always
need to eat. Belarus has highly developed
agriculture, which provides raw materials
for the food industry: olericulture
[vegetable production], meat and dairy
production, and poultry farming. Belarus
remains the only country of the former
Soviet Union that has retained its giant
processing plants built during the Soviet
era: massive meat processing plants,
dairies, confectioneries and canning
factories. The Belarusians modernized
their equipment, preserved their
technologies, raised the level of quality to
meet the most demanding international
standards – and for the past 30 years,
they have been supplying food all over the
world.
Injecting capital into any of the
Belarusian processing enterprises is
interesting in itself. It is quite common
to receive orders for manufacturing
products for the world's leading brands.
Technologically, the Belarusian giant
enterprises are able to produce virtually
any types of profiled products, and, if
investing in such a venture, an investor may
additionally get access to the established
distribution channels. In particular,

due to the Belarus’s membership of the
Eurasian Economic Union, an investor
may gain access, without customs fees
and any restrictions, to the huge market
of neighboring Russia with 140 million
people, as well as to the less extensive but
intensively growing consumer markets in
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Armenia.
Would you like something less
conservative, from high-tech? The
investment potential of the Belarusian IT
industry is also immense. The whole world
appreciates the inexpensive high-quality
Belarusian programmers.
Many IT
industry leaders open their development
offices in Minsk. Traditionally, Belarusian
start-ups, created literally from scratch
and able to manage on a minimum of
resources, are in high demand. It is not by
chance that Belarusian roots are among
such well-known software products like
World of Tanks, Viber, MSQRD, Maps.Me
and many others.
A huge base of competitive
developments has been accumulated by
Belarusian state institutions such as the
National Academy of Sciences and the
structures of the state military industry –
in particular, in the areas of smart city
systems and e-government. Today, in
addition to supporting small start-ups,
the potential is precisely in creating joint
ventures with state structures for the
commercialization and promotion of their
large-scale technologies. For example, in
a number of large cities of the CIS, the
whole systems of road traffic are managed
by the products developed by Belarusian
state institutions, which include systems
ranging from urban video surveillance
and security monitoring to the most
advanced systems for automation of
border guarding and missile guidance.

SECrET 2:
high availaBiliTy OF
iNvESTmENT
Everyone has noticed the low barriers
to entry for starting a business in Belarus
compared to many other countries:
significantly cheaper real estate, materials,
labor, and lower transaction costs.
However, there is also another component
of accessibility: a complete absence of
discriminatory restrictions. In Belarus,
the economy is never hampered by
politics, so you can do business in its pure
form, which explains the comfortable
business presence of representatives from
different countries. Belarus is part of
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several integration associations with
Russia – but it has a completely different
own circle of foreign trade partners.
Business agreements are always honored,
regardless of any restrictions from
sanctions and embargoes against third
countries. Belarus is always loyal to
its allies. This Belarusian position is
deservedly respected in the world.
Similarly, working closely with business
partners from Germany, they do not
remind them that during World War
II practically the whole of Minsk
was destroyed by German bombing,
and [by some estimates] every third
citizen of Belarus was killed. Despite
the previously targeted sanctions and
attacks on the country as the “last
dictatorship of Europe,” one of the most
important vectors remains the deepening
of relations with the European Union –
and much has already been achieved in
this direction. Here “business is truly
business”.

SECrET 3:
SECuriTy aNd STaBiliTy
Experts recognize that, for two decades,
modern Belarus has been a leader in
ensuring the personal safety of its citizens
and visitors and enforcing the rule of law in
its regions: at least in Eastern Europe and
the CIS. This is noticeable in the simplest
of matters: during work trips around the
country, you will be protected at any point,
not because you are a respected foreign
investor, but because it is simply the norm
here, no matter in what capacity you come.
The same goes not only for physical but
also for economic security. Risks associated
with dishonest agents, fraudulent schemes
against foreign partners, corruption,
and any elements of lawlessness are also
greatly reduced here. If any joint project
is suddenly subjected to attempts of a
hostile takeover or unfair competition
from anyone else – all the power of the
highly organized Belarusian state machine
will come to the defense. Belarus is known
for its most rapid and harsh action against
the attempts of any hostile international
structures to offend its partners, take away
their assets, or prevent them from working.
It has repeatedly proved in practice the
effectiveness of its system of protecting the
interests of bona fide investors.
Stability is equally important for
a serious investor. By its geopolitical
traditions, Belarus deserves to be called
an island of peace and stability in the
region, in many respects resembling the

famous “Swiss neutrality”. Belarus has
no territorial disagreements with any
countries, is not involved in any conflict
or controversy, and does not participate in
power confrontations or in international
schemes. Internally, the country is also
homogeneous and has no reasons for
separatism – neither on nationalistic nor
on religious grounds. Conflict in general is
not characteristic of the national mentality
– in terms of its values, it is a very peaceful,
benevolent, and hard-working nation.
In the period of the internal armed
conflict among its Ukrainian neighbors,
Belarus was the first to extend a
helping hand to them, providing
the Minsk platform for multilateral
negotiations, and Belarusian President
Alexander Lukashenko assumed the
role of international peacekeeper and
negotiator. After all, even the anthem of
Belarus begins with the words, “We, the
Belarusians, are peaceful people….” From
this point of view, the reliability of Belarus
as an investment platform corresponds
to the saying of the great ancient Chinese
philosopher Lao-tzu: “He does not fight
anything, therefore – he is invincible.”

SECrET 4: COmFOrT
People in Belarus highly appreciate the
deserved reputation of their country as
a reliable and very scrupulous business
partner, and they treat an investor as the
most dear friend and guest. These are not
general phrases: every investment project

with foreign participation is personally
controlled by the Belarusian president.
They believe that, having acquired any
investment assets in Belarus, you did not
just make an investment for yourself, but
you also took part in supporting the entire
Belarusian economy. So, your partnership
is with not just with an enterprise, but
with the Republic of Belarus as a whole –
you will be treated accordingly. Each
agency will make every effort to remove
any barriers in your path. If you suddenly
have any misunderstanding, or someone
interferes with the implementation of
your investment project, those who try
to resolve the issue will be senior officials,
including the president.
Unlike many countries in Eastern
Europe and the CIS, one can feel reassured
that the corruption factor in Belarus does
not interfere with investors. Of course,
no country in history has managed to
claim an absolute victory over corruption;
however, it is still possible to minimize
the opportunities for its manifestations
and drive it out of certain spheres, as the
Belarusian practice shows. Everything
that allows us to make sense of creating a
regime favoring foreign business coming
into the country will be done, but there is
only one condition, albeit significant – the
investor's reciprocal conscientiousness
towards Belarus.

SECrET 5:
yOu'll likE iT hErE!

g
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Places Where
our hearts live

A yOUNG MAN’S LIFE jOURNEy FROM A SMALL
BELARUSIAN vILLAGE TO NEW yORk
By alexander Volkovich

T

here is an expression: “An
Englishman’s home is his castle”.
Here in Belarus, people prefer
to say: “My home is where there
is a scent of my mother.” It is the home
where you spent your early years, where
you made your first steps and learned to
say your first word, the most important
word in your life: “Mom”. It is there where
you draw spiritual strength and also
feel incredibly comfortable, even after
you grow up. And, here is a story that
starts in the place of one man’s barefoot
childhood...
In Belarus, there is a small village called
Polkotichi. It is in the Ivanovskiy district,
not far from the city of Pinsk, the capital
of the Polesia region. Hardworking people
have always lived there: they worked on
the land, grew wheat, raised cattle, and
caught fish in Polesia’s rivers. The family
of Foma and Yulya Onishchuk was one
of these families. Those conscientious
“peasants” spent all of their lives working
on the land. They survived World War II,
during which they were taken away by the
Nazis for forced labor in fascist Germany.
After the war ended, they returned to their
home village. Soon after the war, they had
two children – Antonina and Vitaly, who
in turn had their own children. Antonina
had two children – Anatoly and Nina, and
Vitaly also had two children – Valentin
and Dmitry.
Of course, the Onishchuk family kept
growing. They had great-grandchildren.
Life was different for each of them. They
grew up, studied, acquired professions
and reached certain heights in their lives,
but each of them always tried to return
to the homeland of their ancestors – the
village of Polkotichi, where their family
originated. They call this place “small
homeland”, to which a man's soul returns,
like eels do when they return to the
Sargasso Sea for spawning.

Dmitry Onishchuk with his family

My story today is about Dmitry
Onishchuk. After leaving their parents'
home, Dmitry's parents moved to the
neighboring Pinsk. There, the young
man graduated from high school, studied
hard, and became a master of sports in
rowing. Fortunately, there are still fullflowing rivers in Polesia.
In the late 1980s, life was very
challenging in Belarus, which was then
part of the Soviet Union. Industrial
growth stagnated, agriculture was on the
decline, and there weren’t enough jobs for

everyone. And then came the complete
collapse of the Soviet Union. The huge
empire fell apart! Belarus experienced a
tragedy, too – an accident occurred at the
Chernobyl nuclear power plant. People
left to go pretty much anywhere else.
During those difficult times, Dmitry,
who was 28 years old back in 1996,
decided to try his luck in America. He
had distant relatives in New York City,
descendants of the Belarusians who
had immigrated to the United States
in the 1930s. At the beginning, Dmitry

experienced incredible challenges in the
huge metropolis: he didn’t speak English
and didn’t know rules and customs of
his new country. He had to rely on the
help of his relatives and his new wife,
Patricia Wolf, whom he had met in New
York. However, he did possess the most
important qualities: a desire and ability
to work, and solid moral foundations,
taught to him by his mother.
First, he worked in a suburb of New
York, pruning decorative bushes and
trees. He worked 12 hour days for six
dollars per hour. Then, he worked for a
firm that assembled furniture, where he
was paid seven dollars per hour. It was
especially difficult to deliver furniture
sets to multi-story skyscrapers as bulky
furniture didn’t fit into elevators. He
also worked as a taxi driver, gradually
increasing his wages.
Then Dmitry spotted an opportunity
to do what he did best back in his home
country – something that he was a master
of sports in – rowing. He started working
at the Marine Corps Base Quantico,
where he trained marines. This remains
one of the best periods in the American
biography of this Belarusian, despite his
having to get up at 5am and travel a long
distance to get to work. One can argue
that it was rowing that taught him to
“swim against the current” and not to give
up under any circumstances.
The next phase in Dmitry’s career was his
work for a construction company, which
he set up together with a friend. However,
his partner turned out to be a crook and
kicked him out of the business. Dmitry
didn’t go to court. Instead, he started
his own new business manufacturing,

selling, and installing wooden staircases
and handrails in private houses in the socalled “two-story” America.
At present, Dmitry is a successful
businessman, a “self-made man”. His
company's annual revenue is about $2m.
It employs several dozen people: it so
happens that most of them are natives of
Belarus, Lithuania, Russia, and Estonia.
Dmitry has a big house with a swimming
pool. He often travels the world, although
he prefers to spend his vacation not in
exotic places but in his native Polesia.
Dmitry loves America. He learned his
new country’s language and adapted to the
American rules and conventions. He came
to understand that America recognizes
tough, resilient, and patient people, those
who are willing to continually improve
and reach new heights.
Dmitry also witnessed a terrible tragedy
in New York on September 11, 2001. On
that day, he travelled to the twin towers
of the World Trade Center for a meeting
with his Taiwanese partner, and he was
only a few hundred feet away from the
building when it collapsed. “This is fate!”
Dmitry believes.
Dmitry had a hard time dealing with
the premature death of his wife Patricia,
who died of cancer. Before she died, she
told Dmitry and their children: “When a
rainbow is rising over New York, look for
me on it. I'll wave to you...”
His children are almost grown up
now. The eldest, Kristina, graduated
from a nursing school and lives and
works in New Hampshire. His son Dima
is studying at the University of Maine
to become an engineer. His youngest
daughter, Aleksandra, is studying at a

college in New Jersey to become a theatre
lighting, sound, and decoration designer.
All of them dream of visiting their father's
homeland – Belarusian Polesia.
There, in the village of Polkotichi near
Pinsk, with the help of his Belarusian
relatives, Dmitry built a small Orthodox
chapel. He selected that location
intentionally – he built the chapel on the
land of his grandfather's hut, where his
parents were born and raised, and where
he ran on the wooden floor in his bare feet
when he was an infant.
The chapel is beautiful! In the sky
above, larks sing and a rainbow appears,
from which Dmitry's wife Patricia, his
grandfather Foma, grandmother Yulya,
mother Maria, and his many departed
countrymen look at Dmitry and others
who come to the chapel to pray. g
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intervieW With Pavel
shiDlovsky, charge
D’affaires a.i., emBassy of
Belarus in the uniteD states

ON LIvING IN WASHINGTON D.C. AND DEvELOPING
US-BELARUS RELATIONS
By Mikhail Morgulis

P

avel Shidlovsky has been Chief
of Mission of Belarus in the
United States since April 2014.
Before coming to the US, Mr.
Shidlovsky served as Director of the US
and Canada Office of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Belarus, overseeing
political and economic cooperation with
these countries. Between 2004 and 2008,
Mr. Shidlovsky served in the Embassy
of Belarus in the US as Counselor
covering economic, political, science and
technology, humanitarian, and educational
issues. Prior to that, from 2001, he was
Assistant to the Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Belarus managing the private office of
the Foreign Minister.
His first foreign posting was in Canada
where he served as Second Secretary and
Vice Consul for three years. Mr. Shidlovsky
joined the diplomatic service in 1993, after
having graduated with honors from the
Minsk Linguistic University as a linguist
and interpreter from English and French.
Mr. Shidlovsky also graduated with honors
from the Academy of Administration
under the aegis of the President of Belarus
in 2011 as specialist in international
relations.
You represent your country in one
of the major global political centers,
Washington D.C., which has a huge
number of diplomats from all over the
world. How do you perceive the political
life of Washington from within, through
the eyes of a Belarusian diplomat?
However, there is more to America than
just Washington D.C. Have you been able
to travel elsewhere in the US?
It is a great honor for me to represent
my country in the United States. Having
worked here for more than three years,
I came to understand that many of
my fellow ambassadors and chiefs of
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mission also feel that they are honored
and dignified to serve their countries
here. Virtually every country in the
world is represented here, in the United
States. And thanks to the Department
of State and the vibrant diplomatic and
analytical community, chiefs of mission
have unique opportunities to get a better
understanding of political, economic, and
cultural life in the nation’s capital. We have
a chance to attend virtually every week
events and briefings at the level of cabinet
members, experts, and analysts. I have
personally attended seven events with the
participation of President Trump.
Life in Washington is very vibrant and
exciting; there are lots of events, forums,
and conferences. It is impossible to receive
and digest all the news, so the job of a
diplomat is to find the most important facts
and tendencies that can influence relations
with your country and the development
of international relations in general. And
there is always an opportunity to get to the
bottom of every issue or process that is of
interest to you.
You cannot fully understand America,
its political life, and its people if you stay
exclusively in the capital. Some people
say that real America is outside the
beltway, and it is hard to disagree with this
statement. I try to use every opportunity
to travel around the US, which is generally
the best way to expand your horizons,
explore business opportunities, and find
new friends. I have been to all 50 states
and Puerto Rico, mostly on business,
but I came to understand how much has
been left unseen and unexplored. And
you never know where you will find an
opportunity to expand exports or further
improve economic and cultural relations.
Is there a difference in the behavior
of diplomats from various countries?
Or does everyone try to adhere to the
American conventions?
Yes and no. On the one hand, foreign
missions have to comply with the rules
and traditions of the receiving country.
There are strict protocols that all diplomats
have to respect. So, from that point of
view, representatives from different
countries look and behave in very similar
ways. At the same time, all diplomats are
different as are the countries which they
represent. The more you communicate
with various ambassadors, the more you
see these differences. And, although the
American way of life affects all members
of the diplomatic corps, diplomats are
not supposed to always think and behave
the way the Americans would do. If this

Mikhail Morgulis and Pavel Shidlovsky
happens, it may become more difficult for
these diplomats to properly represent the
specific interests of their countries.
What, in your opinion, hampers the
development of US-Belarus relations, and
what positively affects the improvement of
these relations?
Improving relations with the United
States, a major world power, has always
been one of the priorities of Belarus’s
foreign policy. I am proud to say that in
the last few years I have seen a positive
momentum in the development of our
bilateral relations. We have enjoyed limited
but steady and consistent progress, and
have avoided pitfalls and mistakes, which
are inevitable when contacts between two
countries become more intense and when
new opportunities are explored.
There are many variables and abstract
factors in foreign policy and international
relations; therefore, it is hard to isolate with
certainty one or two factors which have
positively influenced the improvement
of relations. It is rather a combination of
different factors, tendencies, and foreign
policy approaches. I will throw in a few
ideas, and let our readers determine
which of them are really helpful for the
rapprochement between the two countries.
Having acquired sovereignty just a
quarter of a century ago, the independent
Belarus cannot boast a long history of
diplomatic relations with the US. Having
said that, I must add that positive and
fruitful contacts between the people of
Belarus and America have been in place
for centuries. Many people of Belarusian
origin made a difference in the US

history: Tadeusz Kostiuszko helped the US
to achieve independence; everyone knows
Louis B. Mayer, Larry King, and Steve
Ballmer as well as actors Michael Douglas,
Harrison Ford, and Scarlett Johansson.
All of them were either born in Belarus or
have Belarusian roots.
Belarusian and American soldiers
and officers fought shoulder to shoulder
against common adversaries during
World War I and World War II. In
the late 1940s, Belarus took advantage
of post-war rehabilitation programs
provided by the US.
Belarus has been a net donor to
European security. Twenty years ago,
Belarus, unilaterally and unconditionally,
relinquished possession of nuclear
weapons and removed them all from its
territory. With our US and European
partners, we seek to deliver input to
managing global and regional problems
and countering modern challenges and
threats. Belarus offered its territory to
conduct negotiations on resolving the
difficult situation in Eastern Ukraine and
the Minsk Agreements, which have been
the only instruments that can lead to
sustainable peace in Ukraine.
Over the last 25 years, we have built a
truly independent country; which tries
to forge a mutually beneficial model of
cooperation with all countries. It pursues
a consistent foreign policy – one of
engagement, not of estrangement.
I believe that all these factors contribute
to development of Belarus-US relations.
We always have open and honest
discussions with our American colleagues
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Pavel Shidlovsky with Deputy Governor of Mogilev Region of
Belarus Viktor Nekrashevich and Governor of Arkansas Asa Hutchinso
and look for solutions. One factor that has
stood in the way of the full normalization
of relations is economic sanctions on
some Belarusian entities. They have now
been suspended, these enterprises can
do business in the US, but the Belarusian
side would like to see the full removal
of sanctions. What is important is that
the US government supports economic
cooperation between our two countries,
and now many opportunities are opening
up for the Belarusian businesses in the US.
What major US-Belarus meetings in
the last and this year, in your opinion,
were of particular importance for our
countries?
In the last year, there were several key
events for Belarus-US bilateral relations.
An
inter-governmental
agreement
on the protection of certain cultural
properties has been signed. A senior
economic delegation traveled to the US. A
delegation of top food and textile industry
executives visited the states of Arkansas and
Oklahoma. The Deputy Foreign Minister
of Belarus participated in a political
dialog with US government entities.
I have just returned from eMerge
Americas 2017, a conference and
exhibition in Miami Beach, Florida,
where we proudly held the first ever
national exposition of Belarus in the
United States. A cabinet level delegation
of science, technology and education
leaders met a number of companies and
government officials from Greater Miami
area. Innovative projects of the largest

Belarusian universities, Hi-Tech Park,
and IT companies were showcased. The
delegation held meetings with officials
of Miami-Dade and Broward Counties,
cities of Miami, Miami Beach, Fort
Lauderdale, and Coral Gables. A number
of agreements and memorandums of
understanding have been signed.
The above-mentioned events and
agreements are the best testimony of
an interested, mutually beneficial and
productive dialog that we are conducting
with the US. It is crucial to project
on American businesses, investors
and officials an image of Belarus as a
trustworthy, reliable, important partner.
How do you envisage the future
development of relations between our
countries?
I am an optimist by nature, and I believe
in a better future. I am convinced that the
future for Belarus-US relations is hopeful.
Our two countries have a lot in common
and it falls to us, to the leadership of the
two countries, to chart a path to the full
normalization of relations. To achieve
this, we have a long way to go, but we can
walk it together. The improved political
atmosphere should pave the way for
better economic and investment relations.
Bilateral trade in goods and services
both ways between Belarus and the US
exceeded US$ 1 billion in 2016, but the
potential is much bigger.
It is also important to develop contacts
between people, participate in exchanges,
and organize cultural, educational, and

trade events in various parts of our
countries. It will help our people to get
to know each other better, debunk the
old myths, and further elevate the level of
trust.
I remember the dictum: “Where
diplomacy ends, wars begin.” Do you
have any diplomatic dreams?
A war is a disaster for any diplomat, and
the activities of every diplomat should be
directed at averting wars.
It is more appropriate for poets and
writers to dream, not for diplomats. In
diplomacy, people tend to have realistic
expectations based on reality and solid
facts. That said, diplomacy can be viewed
as an art form as there is always a place
for bold decisions and groundbreaking
agreements. Sometimes the tasks to be
performed are so enormous that they
require unusual and non-standard efforts.
My dream is that one day Belarus and
the United States can call themselves
close partners and allies, enjoying full
diplomatic relations and exchanging
ambassadors. And this is not wishful
thinking, this is all possible! We are
getting there, slowly but surely. Achieving
this goal is not easy; it requires a lot of
effort, political will, but together we can
make it happen.
Does your family live with you in
America? What do you think of life in
America from the family perspective?
I live here with my wife and my
15-year-old son. It is our second posting
in the United States; our first posting was
between 2004 and 2008. We enjoy our life
here, and we try to take advantage of every
opportunity to explore this wonderful
country. When traveling, we visit various
places of interest and meet new friends.
There are tremendous opportunities to
enrich your culture attending different
events organized by embassies and ethnic
communities. Having lived here for seven
years altogether, we do not consider the
US anymore as one country. Every state
and region is unique and different. What
is nice about America is that you can walk
on the snow in the middle of the summer,
like in Colorado at Continental Divide,
and you can swim in the ocean in the
winter in Miami. There are several places
in America where we like to come over
and over again, and there are so many we
would love to see.
Of course, living so far from home, we
miss Belarus and our friends there, but
seeing them will be all the more exciting
when we return home after completing
our mission here in the United States. g
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open letter from
the catholic church

CATHOLIC LEADER ExPRESSES DISAPPROvAL OF NOBEL
LITERATURE PRIzE LAUREATE’ STATEMENT

A

lthough historically most of the Belarusian population have been Orthodox Christians, Belarusians of different beliefs, including those who believe only in science, have always managed to coexist in peace and understanding. However, the Belarusian
societal tolerance sometimes gets disrupted by statements like the one issued by the Nobel Literature Prize Laureate Svetlana
Alexievich. On June 9th, during a live broadcast on Russian TV Channel Dozhd [meaning “rain”], Svetlana Alexievich commented on the situation in Eastern Ukraine, where Russian-backed separatists are combating government-backed Ukrainian troops.
She stated that a similar war could be unleashed in Belarus, “If tanks and weapons were sent in, Catholics would start murdering the
Orthodox and others. People don’t understand politics; therefore, they can be easily influenced.” Even though her statement did not
find societal support, Belarus’s Catholic Leader Archbishop Tadeusz Kondrusevitch sent an open letter to the well-known writer. Here
is a slightly abridged version of the Archbishop’s letter:
Dear Svetlana Aleksandrovna,
In 2015, when you received the Nobel Prize, I was in
Vatican City for a Synod meeting and announced your
news to Catholic Bishops from all over the world – and they
applauded you. All the people of Belarus celebrated this
significant event.
Today I am deeply saddened and troubled by your remark
that, if Belarusians had tanks and weapons, the Catholics
would start murdering the Orthodox and others. I am more
than confident that this cannot possibly happen in Belarus,
where well-established peaceful relations between different
religious groups historically remain our national treasure
and serve as a role model for the whole world.
It is obvious for everybody that the Catholic Church,
as well as the Orthodox Church and other religions, does
everything in its capacity to develop relations within society.
You said, “Humans are so flawed that they can be easily
influenced.” It is true that human nature has been corrupted

by original sin, but with God’s help, a man can stand against
the temptations and modern challenges, and no one can
force him to do anything against his will.
I hope that these words from a Nobel Prize winner will not
start a confrontation between different denominations; on
the contrary, they should promote peace and unity within
our society.
We should remember that words, just as tanks and
weapons, can wound and kill. As public figures, we are
responsible for our words.
I am hopeful that, although being non-religious, you
will honor our natural right of freedom of worship, which
is also guaranteed by the Constitution of Belarus, and it is
my sincere wish that your efforts as a Noble Prize Winner
will contribute to our society’s peaceful and balanced
development.
Archbishop Tadeusz Kondrusevitch

Svetlana Alexievich said that her phrase “…Catholics would start murdering the Orthodox and others,” was a metaphor that
should not be taken literally. She added, “A war can be unleashed anywhere. You can send in tanks or a couple of vehicles with
machine guns; scumbags will always find a way. It could be stirred up in Belarus, and the Catholics might fight with the Orthodox.
I should have also said that the Orthodox might fight the Catholics, and that in Ukraine, even the Orthodox are at war with one
another. There was neither a conversation about any specific Catholics nor about any war in Belarus. I am astonished that they could
read so much into this. It was a metaphor, not that Catholics will [literally] fight against the Orthodox.”
Photo: Vadim Zamirovskiy, TUT.BY g
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self-crocheteD
Dream

INTERvIEW – GIvING UP TEACHING TO
BECOME A CROCHET MASTER
By Olga Ivashenko

O

lga Starostina used to be a regular
school teacher in the Belarusian
provincial town Kopyl, but now
she does something unique – she
is a master in Irish crochet lace. Nowadays,
with a tight schedule and a client list
of hundreds of wealthy people around
the world, her life is fully devoted to her
business.
“I spend 20 hours a day on creating
new crochet designs,” says Olga. “Some
might consider this crazy, but I am
confident that success comes to those who
enjoy doing what they do and can do so
without watching the clock. I approach
my business philosophically – my life has
not been easy, but, when I crochet, my
thoughts, like threads, turn into beautiful
embroidery, and loop-by-loop, I untie my
knots of problems.”
Olga is the only crochet master in
Belarus who works in the Irish style.
Since she first tried crocheting seven years
ago, she sold about 200 of her creations
all over the world. Because of its beauty
and complexity, an Irish crochet garment
is a piece of art. A garment is created by
knitting separately made pieces together
in a floral design.
“If someone told me a few years ago that
the dresses, cardigans, and blouses I made
would sell so widely, I wouldn’t believe it,”
says Olga. Now, her creations are worn
in Germany, France, Latvia, Ukraine,
Kazakhstan, the United Arab Emirates,
and, of course, Russia. She has a two-year
waiting list of clients who are eager to buy
her crochet garments.
Olga, you must have been crocheting
since your childhood to be able to pull off
such a complex crochet technique?
“I definitely did not plan to make it
my profession as I am too restless and
emotional by nature. My grandmothers
knitted a lot, so I copied from them but
did nothing more than scarves, hats, and
napkins to give away to friends and family.”

What made you change your career so
abruptly?
“I come from a family of teachers, so
I followed the family tradition and got
a degree in education specializing in
elementary teaching and geography; I
was also a children’s choir director. As my
husband was in the military, we moved
a lot, and ultimately our marriage failed.
I had to provide for the kids and regain
joy in my life, so I turned to crocheting
and posted a few pictures of my work
on the internet. To my great surprise,
they attracted many compliments, which
encouraged me to create something that
no one could replicate – that’s how I was
driven to learn Irish crochet from the
internet. This technique is unique and has
been mastered by only a few in the world.
No Irish lace work can be replicated. I
became almost obsessed with it, and, after
a year of thorough research and practice,
I crafted my first creations. People loved
what I made. Once, while wearing my

crochet dress overseas, I was approached
by a Lebanese man who wanted to pay any
amount for my dress for his wife.
First, I tried to do crocheting alongside
working at my main teaching job, but I
soon realized that I had to make a choice
between the two occupations if I wanted
to achieve proficiency in Irish crocheting.
Even my mother was skeptical about
the possibility of success and thought
that crocheting was not as important as
teaching, but I made a decision and quit
my teaching job in 2013. My dream is to
sell my crochet in Paris.”
How did you start your crochet
business?
“I was divorced by then, so my kids and
I had to move into a new house, which
my relatives helped me to buy. I set up a
workshop for my business in the best-lit
room and started with just a crochet hook
and threads as my tools. I purchased
threads online from Italy, Germany, India,
and Egypt. The first blouse I made was

sold for US$ 350 to a client who found me
through an international website Crafter’s
Market.
I crocheted around the clock, and the
more I showed off my creations, the more
offers I got. I spent my first thousand
dollars on a family beach vacation.
Imagine, not so long ago I was a school
teacher, and then I was holding my first
hard-earned thousand dollars in my
hands!”
Besides buying threads, did you have
other expenses?
“Certainly! I invested several thousand
dollars in my startup and had to purchase
a special equipment to grow my business.
For example, I had to obtain a portable
mannequin which enabled me to adjust
to different client sizes without taking
measurements as most of my clients are
wealthy people who live abroad and cannot
come to my workshop. (My relatives
presented me with the mannequin on my
birthday.) I meet with other Irish crochet
crafters with whom I discuss techniques,
models, and new projects.”
Have you ever had moments of despair?

“Everyone goes through difficult times
at some point. I had to learn a lot, worked
hard and always remembered a tale about
two frogs which fell into a jar of milk: one
frog gave up and drowned, and the other
beat milk into butter and got out. I decided
to be that latter frog.”
At which point did you realize your
business was a success?
“In February 2014, I presented my first
collection at the Formula of Craftsmanship
exhibition, and for all five days my stand
was surrounded by interested people.
Almost everybody was saying that my
main clientele was abroad, and that turned
out to be true; new clients would come
almost daily.”
In 2017 Olga registered her trade mark
Olga-Anastasia and competed at Ethno
Art Fest 2017 in London. “Anastasia is
my daughter’s name, and I hope she will
continue my business. At eight years old,
she is already interested in Irish crochet.”
What was your most demanding
project so far?
“I think my most demanding project is
yet to come: my dream is to create wedding

dresses. But so far, my most unusual work
was a Fire Bird dress, which took me two
years to complete.
Although I have virtually no time off
and keep a tight schedule, I feel confident
and self-sufficient and have no regrets. In
the near future, I plan to intern at an Irish
crochet workshop held at one of the royal
palaces in Britain and exhibit my works at
the crochet shows in Holland. Eventually,
I would like to open an Irish crochet
school in Belarus and a crochet art salon
in Paris. I am confident that my plans will
come true: when people know exactly
what they want to do, they will find a way
to do it.”
The average price of an Irish crochet
dress or cardigan is US$ 2,000, although
prices vary depending on the master. A
wedding dress can cost up to US$ 10,000.
An Irish crochet garment is a classic,
it will never go out of style and can be a
family heirloom. Thus, there is always a
possibility that Olga will sell her creations
to American crochet connoisseurs, too.
Photo: Alice Junevitch, kp.by,
and from Olga Starostina’s archive g
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trade events in various parts of our
countries. It will help our people to get
to know each other better, debunk the
old myths, and further elevate the level of
trust.
I remember the dictum: “Where
diplomacy ends, wars begin.” Do you
have any diplomatic dreams?
A war is a disaster for any diplomat, and
the activities of every diplomat should be
directed at averting wars.
It is more appropriate for poets and
writers to dream, not for diplomats. In
diplomacy, people tend to have realistic
expectations based on reality and solid
facts. That said, diplomacy can be viewed
as an art form as there is always a place
for bold decisions and groundbreaking
agreements. Sometimes the tasks to be
performed are so enormous that they
require unusual and non-standard efforts.
My dream is that one day Belarus and
Pavel Shidlovsky with Deputy Governor of Mogilev Region of
the
United States can call themselves
Belarus Viktor Nekrashevich and Governor of Arkansas Asa Hutchinso
close partners and allies, enjoying full
diplomatic relations and exchanging
and look for solutions. One factor that has Belarusian universities, Hi-Tech Park, ambassadors. And this is not wishful
stood in the way of the full normalization and IT companies were showcased. The thinking, this is all possible! We are
of relations is economic sanctions on delegation held meetings with officials getting there, slowly but surely. Achieving
some Belarusian entities. They have now of Miami-Dade and Broward Counties, this goal is not easy; it requires a lot of
been suspended, these enterprises can cities of Miami, Miami Beach, Fort effort, political will, but together we can
do business in the US, but the Belarusian Lauderdale, and Coral Gables. A number make it happen.
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reenactments are scheduled on each Saturday afternoon. The
highlight of the series will be the City Day which traditionally
is observed on September 9-10. Within the City Day timeframe,
the historical and cultural festival Ancient Minsk and the horse
chivalry tournament are scheduled to take place with participants
from Belarus and foreign countries. We are proud of our ten
century history, Igor Usenko, the festival director said. Every
Saturday you can see and learn about a certain historic period,
and then we will combine them all during the City Day event.
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connection
the war. Another
Onwas
Junein9th,
during awith
live broadcast
on Russian TV Channel Dozhd [meaning “rain”], Svetlana Alexievich comBelarusian
city situation
Slutzk has
similar
connotation
when it was separatists are combating government-backed Ukrainian troops.
mented on the
in the
Eastern
Ukraine,
where Russian-backed
burnt
to thethat
grounds
in 1116.
Sincebe
both
cities had
She stated
a similar
war could
unleashed
inexisted
Belarus,before
“If tanks and weapons were sent in, Catholics would start murdering the
their
demolition
was mentioned
in understand
the records,politics;
their actual
age they can be easily influenced.” Even though her statement did not
Orthodox
and others.
People don’t
therefore,
must
be older
than the
recordsCatholic
show. However,
to determine
it Kondrusevitch sent an open letter to the well-known writer. Here
find societal
support,
Belarus’s
Leader Archbishop
Tadeusz
seems
to beabridged
unrealistic
at thisoftime.
is a slightly
version
the Archbishop’s letter:
Celebrating the City Day became a tradition in 2002. Mikhail
Pavlov,Dear
the Svetlana
Minsk major
of that time explained that Minsk is by original sin, but with God’s help, a man can stand against
Aleksandrovna,
celebrating
the City
the golden
of fall
because
In 2015,
whenDay
youonreceived
thedays
Nobel
Prize,
I wasthis
in the temptations and modern challenges, and no one can
is the
time when
students
are back
to school
and their smiles
Vatican
City for
a Synod
meeting
and announced
your force him to do anything against his will.
brighten
and
make itfrom
moreallbeautiful.
also
news up
to Minsk
Catholic
Bishops
over the September
world – andis they
I hope that these words from a Nobel Prize winner will not
the harvest
timeyou.
whenAll
wethe
can people
enjoy the
variety
of Belarusian
applauded
ofrich
Belarus
celebrated
this start a confrontation between different denominations; on
fruitsignificant
and vegetables
event.on the farmer markets and stores. Minsk’s the contrary, they should promote peace and unity within
crest has
the Iimage
of thesaddened
Theotokosand
as its
patroness,
and in
early our society.
Today
am deeply
troubled
by your
remark
fall we
many holidays
commemorating
that,celebrate
if Belarusians
had tanks
and weapons,the
theTheotokos.
Catholics
We should remember that words, just as tanks and
For would
this reason,
our City Day
also a recognition
of the
of weapons, can wound and kill. As public figures, we are
start murdering
theisOrthodox
and others.
I amrole
more
the Divine,
maternalthat
andthis
feminine
our life.happen
than confident
cannotinpossibly
g
in Belarus, responsible for our words.
where well-established peaceful relations between different
I am hopeful that, although being non-religious, you
religious groups historically remain our national treasure will honor our natural right of freedom of worship, which
and serve as a role model for the whole world.
is also guaranteed by the Constitution of Belarus, and it is
It is obvious for everybody that the Catholic Church, my sincere wish that your efforts as a Noble Prize Winner
as well as the Orthodox Church and other religions, does will contribute to our society’s peaceful and balanced
everything in its capacity to develop relations within society. development.
You said, “Humans are so flawed that they can be easily
influenced.” It is true that human nature has been corrupted
Archbishop Tadeusz Kondrusevitch

A

Svetlana Alexievich said that her phrase “…Catholics would start murdering the Orthodox and others,” was a metaphor that
should not be taken literally. She added, “A war can be unleashed anywhere. You can send in tanks or a couple of vehicles with
machine guns; scumbags will always find a way. It could be stirred up in Belarus, and the Catholics might fight with the Orthodox.
I should have also said that the Orthodox might fight the Catholics, and that in Ukraine, even the Orthodox are at war with one
another. There was neither a conversation about any specific Catholics nor about any war in Belarus. I am astonished that they could
read so much into this. It was a metaphor, not that Catholics will [literally] fight against the Orthodox.”
Photo: Vadim Zamirovskiy, TUT.BY g
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intervieW With Pavel
shiDlovsky, charge
D’affaires
a.i.,
emBassy
of
PROvIDING
STEEL
ACROSS
THE GLOBE
By Yuri matskevich in the uniteD states
Belarus

ON LIvING IN WASHINGTON D.C. AND DEvELOPING
US-BELARUS RELATIONS
By Mikhail Morgulis

P

avel Shidlovsky has been Chief
of Mission of Belarus in the
United States since April 2014.
Before coming to the US, Mr.
Shidlovsky served as Director of the US
and Canada Office of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Belarus, overseeing
political and economic cooperation with
these countries. Between 2004 and 2008,
Mr. Shidlovsky served in the Embassy
of Belarus in the US as Counselor
covering economic, political, science and
technology, humanitarian, and educational
he Olympic
facilities
in London
issues. Prior
to that, from
2001,
he was
and
Sochi, the
breakwaters
Assistant to
the Minister
of Foreign
Affairs
the Panama
Canal,
of Belarusofmanaging
the private
officethe
of
National
the Foreign
Minister.Stadium in Warsaw,
and
Airport
London
are
HisHeathrow
first foreign
postinginwas
in Canada
only a he
fewserved
examples
of the Secretary
facilities that
where
as Second
and
were Consul
constructed
andyears.
reconstructed
using
Vice
for three
Mr. Shidlovsky
metal the
produced
by service
Byelorussian
joined
diplomatic
in 1993, Steel
after
Works. Owing
to the
professionalism
its
having
graduated
with
honors fromofthe
staff andLinguistic
the high quality
of itsasoutput,
the
Minsk
University
a linguist
brand
BMZ is well
known
in more
than a
and
interpreter
from
English
and French.
hundred
countries.
This success
achieved
Mr.
Shidlovsky
also graduated
with
honors
by multiple
generations
of Belarusian
from
the Academy
of Administration
steelworkers
allows
this
enterprise,
which
under
the aegis
of the
President
of Belarus
is not
by world
standards,
in
2011very
as large
specialist
in international
to compete with metal giants and gain
relations.
theYou
confidence
the most
demanding
representof your
country
in one
consumers
including
the US.
We
of
the major
global in
political
centers,
asked Anatoly
Savenka,
Washington
D.C.,
which the
has Director
a huge
General of
Byelorussian
Steel
Works
number
of OJSC
diplomats
from all
over
the
(the managing
company
of the political
holding
world.
How do you
perceive
Belarusian
Metal Company),
to talk
about
life
of Washington
from within,
through
presence
in the
the Belarusian
eyes of acompany’s
Belarusian
diplomat?
US marketthere
and its
However,
is offerings.
more to America than
Tell
us about your
just
Washington
D.C.company
Have you been able
a uniqueinmetal
company from
to BMZ
traveliselsewhere
the US?
Belarus
to me
the to
category
of
It is a that
greatbelongs
honor for
represent
modern
European-style
my
country
in the United“mini-factories”.
States. Having
We produce
rangethan
of metal
products
worked
herea wide
for more
three
years,
are used
very widely that
– from
round
Ithatcame
to understand
many
of
bars fellow
to seamless
pipes. You
call this
my
ambassadors
andcanchiefs
of

T

enterprise
“small”
only if you compare
it to metal giants.
Judge for yourself –
the area of the plant is
about 590 acres, which
is more than the territory
of the Principality of Monaco.
Over a period spanning 33 years, BMZ
has produced an amount of steel almost
equaling 7,500 Eiffel towers. And here is
another impressive example – in just one
day, our two steel wire workshops produce
enough thin wire to wrap Earth around
the equator 14 times.
The US metal market is massive, but it
receives lots of supply offers from around
the world. How does Byelorussian Steel
Works manage to beat its competitors?
This is a huge market, indeed, but it’s
not just the metal market that matters.
According to the 2016 data from the World
Steel Association, the United States ranked
fourth among the world's steel producers.
Nevertheless, despite the impressive
potential of US steelmakers, the growing
automotive and construction industries
require more metal than is produced in
the country. According to the American
Institute of Iron and Steel (AISI), in the
first four months of this year, imported

products in the US
steel market accounted
for 26 percent of its
overall supply. The
largest suppliers of steel
to the United States are
South Korea, Turkey, Japan,
Germany, and Taiwan. Belarus,
too, is trying to take its rightful place. Our
factory has been operating in this market
since 1998, when the joint venture BELKAP-STEEL, LLC. was established in the
United States.
As for our competitive advantage, this
is where our operations in international
markets are worth mentioning. We export
over 80 percent of our total output. This
achievement requires relentless hard work
and the ability to keep pace with the times.
It’s these key factors that allow the plant to
maintain its position in the world market
and fill new niches.
All of this would have been impossible
without the essential scientific support of
our research center. Innovative activities
take place in all areas of production:
steel-smelting, rolling, pipe-rolling, and
metalware. This resource helps the plant
remain one of the largest suppliers of
science-intensive products in Belarus and
continually increase its export potential.
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in the nation’s
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of compliance
with
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chance and
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level and
of cabinet
wide range
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– rebar
fitting
members,
experts,
I have
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fiber,and
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wire for various
personally
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purposes. This
set ofseven
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it
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of President
to compete with
the bestTrump.
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Life
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is very vibrant and
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bein
a reliable
partner.
exciting;
lots named
of events,Belarus’s
forums,
Your there
plant arewas
and
impossible
receive
“Bestconferences.
Exporter ofIt is
2016”
in thetocategory
and
digest Are
all the
news,
so the
of a
“Metals”.
there
plans
to job
expand
diplomat
findUS,
the most
facts
supplies is
totothe
and important
do you have
and
tendencies
that can influence
relations
examples
of partnerships
between
the
with
country
and the development
plant your
and US
companies?
of This
international
general.
And
is our fifthrelations
win in thisintype
of contest.
there
is always
to get to the
Certainly,
this an
is aopportunity
not only a reflection
of
bottom
of every
thatplans
is of
our successes,
butissue
also or
ourprocess
ambitious
interest
to supplies
you.
to expand
to the assembly lines of
You auto
cannot
fullybearing
understand
America,
world
giants,
manufacturers,
its
life, and its
people ifincluding
you stay
andpolitical
other high-tech
industries,
exclusively
the capital. Some people
those in the in
USA.
sayAs that
America are
is concerned,
outside theI
far asreal
partnerships
beltway,
and it ishere
hardthe
to disagree
with
this
would mention
history of
BMZ's
statement.
I trywith
to use
every
collaboration
one
of opportunity
the largest
to
travel aroundofthe
US, which ishoses,
generally
manufacturers
high-pressure
the
the
best way Eaton,
to expand
yourour
horizons,
US company
to which
factory
explore
opportunities,
andabout
find
supplies business
wire. This
company has
new
friends.
I havethebeen
to and
all 50
states
200 plants
around
world
employs
and
Rico, people.
mostly We
on have
business,
morePuerto
than 60,000
been
but
I came
to Eaton
understand
has
working
with
since how
1999 much
and have
been left
unseen
unexplored.
And
named
one and
of its
best suppliers
you
nevertimes.
knowI where
younote
willour
findjoint
an
multiple
can also
opportunity
expand exports
or further
work with to
well-known
tire companies
improve
relations.to
such as economic
Goodyearand
andcultural
Continental,
Is there
difference
in the behavior
which
BMZaships
metal cord.
of Tell
diplomats
various
countries?
us about from
the history
of your
factory
Or
everyone try to adhere to the
anddoes
its traditions.
American conventions?
Yes and no. On the one hand, foreign
missions have to comply with the rules
and traditions of the receiving country.
There are strict protocols that all diplomats
have to respect. So, from that point of
view, representatives from different
countries look and behave in very similar
ways. At the same time, all diplomats are
different as are the countries which they
represent. The more you communicate
with various ambassadors, the more you
see these differences. And, although the
American way of life affects all members
of the diplomatic corps, diplomats are
not supposed to always think and behave
the way the Americans would do. If this

Byelorussian Steel Works was born on
October 15, 1984. It was the day when the
steelwork team, together with its Austrian
counterparts, conducted its first historical
smelting. For the first time in the history
of domestic industry, foreign firms were
involved in the construction of a plant,
and a European-style “mini-factory” was
built in Belarus, equipped with state-ofthe-art technology. Year after year, new
workshops and production lines were put
into operation. Thus, a production of piperolling that was completely new for BMZ
began in 2007 with the commissioning
of a workshop with a capacity of 275,000
tons – that major project cost US$ 270m
to implement. In 2014, BMZ celebrated its
30th anniversary. Throughout its life, the
plant has been constantly modernized.
Another very important point to raise –
over its lifetime, the company has managed
Mikhail Morgulis and Pavel Shidlovsky
to form and maintain a highly professional
team, where each employee holds a
happens,
it may become
more difficult
for
top qualification,
constantly
improves
these
to properly
represent
the
their diplomats
work efficiency
and feels
personal
specific
interests
their
countries.
responsibility
forof
the
common
cause.
What,
in your
opinion,
the
These factors
helped
us to hampers
stand on our
development
US-Belarus
and
feet after the of
collapse
of therelations,
Soviet Union
what
positively
the improvement
of
and also
to enteraffects
international
markets. In
these
order relations?
to do so, we began establishing joint
Improving
the was
United
ventures.
One relations
of the firstwith
ventures
the
States,
a major
world
power,
hasfounded
always
company
Belashtal,
which
BMZ
been
the priorities
of in
Belarus’s
in 1994one
withofGerman
companies
Berlin.
foreign
I am proud
to say thatnew
in
Throughpolicy.
Belashtal,
BMZ accessed
the
last few
years I have
a positive
markets
in various
partsseen
of the
globe.
momentum
in billets
the development
our
We sold cast
and rolled ofmetal
bilateral
We have
enjoyed limited
products,relations.
and tried
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but
steady
progress,Later,
and
supplies
of and
steelconsistent
cord to Europe.
have
andexperience,
mistakes, which
basedavoided
on thepitfalls
gained
joint
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inevitable
between
two
ventures
were when
set up contacts
in Austria,
the United
countries
become
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States, China,
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Russia,
which,
in when
turn,
new
opportunities
areother
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expanded
supply to
countries and
There arethrough
many variables
and network
abstract
continents
an extensive
factors
in foreign
andHence,
international
of subsidiaries
andpolicy
agents.
having
relations;
is hard
isolate with
correctly therefore,
identified itour
top to
priorities
and
certainty one or two factors which have
positively influenced the improvement
of relations. It is rather a combination of
different factors, tendencies, and foreign
policy approaches. I will throw in a few
ideas, and let our readers determine
which of them are really helpful for the
rapprochement between the two countries.
Having acquired sovereignty just a
quarter of a century ago, the independent
Belarus cannot boast a long history of
diplomatic relations with the US. Having
said that, I must add that positive and
fruitful contacts between the people of
Belarus and America have been in place
for centuries. Many people of Belarusian
origin made a difference in the US

paths of development, we have been able
to lay the foundations of an enduring
Belarusian metal industry.
Environmental issues across the world
are receiving a lot of attention. What is
being done in this regard at your plant?
The bulk of our output is exported, and
many of our customers are very rigid: “If
you do not protect the environment, we
will not collaborate with you.” Therefore,
before we sign a new contract, we fill out
the supplier's survey. This document shows
our progress toward reducing harmful
emissions, the quality of clearing works,
and many other points. At BMZ, we have
a certified environmental management
system which helps us make production
environmentally safe.
What is the future of the industry in
general and of the plant in particular as
more
metal-substituting materials are
used on production lines?
For a metal enterprise, as for any other,
history:
Kostiuszko
helped the
US
it is veryTadeusz
important
to be responsive
to the
to
achieve independence;
everyone
knows
requirements
of the market.
The plant
will
Louis
Larryfor
King,
and Steve
always B.
findMayer,
consumers
its output.
Yes,
Ballmer
as well as of
actors
Michael
Douglas,
the development
modern
technologies
Harrison
andemergence
Scarlett Johansson.
contributesFord,
to the
of various
All
of them
were either
born
innot
Belarus
or
metal
substitutes,
but they
will
be able
have
Belarusian roots.
to completely
replace high-tech metal
Belarusian
American
soldiers
products
in theand
foreseeable
future.
It is
and
officers fought
shouldermetal
to shoulder
the production
of high-tech
output
against
adversaries
during
that needscommon
to be developed.
For example,
World
War
I and World
II. In
a project
to produce
specialWar
or stainless
the
1940s,
Belarus took
advantage
steelslate
would
be promising
for BMZ.
The
of
post-war
rehabilitation
programs
essence
of the project
would be to
develop
provided
by the US.new type of product,
a fundamentally
Belarus
hashave
been
a netphysical
donor and
to
which
would
different
European
security. Twenty years ago,
chemical properties.
Belarus,
unilaterally
and
unconditionally,
The ability
to quickly
improve
the output
relinquished
possession
nuclear
of products and
to respondofto changes
weapons
and removed
all from its
in the market
through them
the generation
of
territory.
Within our
US manner
and European
new products
a timely
are key
partners,
we seek
to deliver
attributes that
help our
companyinput
look to
managing
global
and regional
problems
the future with
confidence.
g
and countering modern challenges and
threats. Belarus offered its territory to
conduct negotiations on resolving the
difficult situation in Eastern Ukraine and
the Minsk Agreements, which have been
the only instruments that can lead to
sustainable peace in Ukraine.
Over the last 25 years, we have built a
truly independent country; which tries
to forge a mutually beneficial model of
cooperation with all countries. It pursues
a consistent foreign policy – one of
engagement, not of estrangement.
I believe that all these factors contribute
to development of Belarus-US relations.
We always have open and honest
discussions with our American colleagues
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hearts
live
BelArusIAn eYes

A yOUNG MAN’S LIFE jOURNEy FROM A SMALL
By natalia Lenskaya
BELARUSIAN vILLAGE TO NEW yORk

By alexander Volkovich

T

here is an expression: “An
Englishman’s home is his castle”.
Here in Belarus, people prefer
to say: “My home is where there
is a scent of my mother.” It is the home
where you spent your early years, where
you made your first steps and learned to
say your first word, the most important
word in your life: “Mom”. It is there where
you draw spiritual strength and also
feel incredibly comfortable, even after
you grow up. And, here is a story that
starts in the place of one man’s barefoot
childhood...
In Belarus, there is a small village called
Polkotichi. It is in the Ivanovskiy district,
not far from the city of Pinsk, the capital
of the Polesia region. Hardworking people
have always lived there: they worked on
the land, grew wheat, raised cattle, and
caught fish in Polesia’s rivers. The family
of Fomaorand
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only across the ocean. I left for a summer in the US through
a student program. I took my first steps on American soil and
knew immediately that I would not go back.”
Aleksey confessed that he was attracted to America by
the character of the Americans themselves: open, smiling,
sympathetic, and friendly. “If you see a gloomy face in a crowd –
this is likely to be a tourist,” said Aleksey. Another important
point is opportunities; there are a lot more of them here than
in our native Belarus: study, find a job, rent a house, buy a car,
dress well, travel a lot – all this is accessible to immigrants! On
the other hand, he had to work hard: he worked as a cleaner
in a store, a waiter in a pub, a worker at a construction site....
Today, Aleksey is a manager at a car dealership: he is happy with
himself, his job, and his life.
Veronica regularly travels to visit her friends, Belarusians in
the United States; she always returns. Veronika is a professional
Belarusian TV journalist. As a guest and a tourist, she is in love
with New York. In America, she learns about national traditions,
studies English, absorbs the spirit of freedom, ‘whispers’ to
Dmitry Onishchuk with his family
the ocean, updates her wardrobe, meets new friends, but she
admits that she will never be able to permanently break away
from
experienced
Belarus.incredible
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due to the Belarus’s membership of the
Eurasian Economic Union, an investor
may gain access, without customs fees
and any restrictions, to the huge market
of neighboring Russia with 140 million
people, as well as to the less extensive but
intensively growing consumer markets in
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Armenia.
Would you like something less
conservative, from high-tech? The
investment potential of the Belarusian IT
industry is also immense. The whole world
appreciates the inexpensive high-quality
Belarusian programmers.
Many IT
industry leaders open their development
offices in Minsk. Traditionally, Belarusian
start-ups, created literally from scratch
and able to manage on a minimum of
resources, are in high demand. It is not by
chance that Belarusian roots are among
such well-known software products like
World of Tanks, Viber, MSQRD, Maps.Me
and many others.
A huge base of competitive
developments has been accumulated by
Belarusian state institutions such as the
National Academy of Sciences and the
structures of the state military industry –
in particular, in the areas of smart city
systems and e-government. Today, in
addition to supporting small start-ups,
the potential is precisely in creating joint
ventures with state structures for the
commercialization and promotion of their
large-scale technologies. For example, in
a number of large cities of the CIS, the
whole systems of road traffic are managed
by the products developed by Belarusian
state institutions, which include systems
ranging from urban video surveillance
and security monitoring to the most
advanced systems for automation of
border guarding and missile guidance.

Belarus into the system of international the tourist market of this country is only
relations, during which it was necessary being formed, it grows every year, and it
to resolve misunderstandings and is not even divided up between the major
deal with the restrictions imposed by players – the moment to invest in it is
sanctions. Consequently, as a true pearl of optimal.
tourism, this country attracted attention
For those interested in investing in
only in 2014, when it first hosted and production, there is a widely-recognized
brilliantly organized the World Hockey Belarusian food industry. Few will argue
Championship.
with the statement that people will always
A significant factor in the growth of the need to eat. Belarus has highly developed
tourism industry is the existence of an agriculture, which provides raw materials
unprecedented system of personal safety for the food industry: olericulture
for its citizens and guests at any location in [vegetable production], meat and dairy
the country. This factor plays a significant production, and poultry farming. Belarus
role in reducing the competitiveness of remains the only country of the former
other Eastern European countries and the Soviet Union that has retained its giant
CIS. Here, the achievements of Belarus processing plants built during the Soviet
make it possible to ensure an absolutely era: massive meat processing plants,
protected stay of a tourist of any level of dairies, confectioneries and canning
wealth, including when traveling with factories. The Belarusians modernized SECrET 2:
the family. Incidentally, the territory is their equipment, preserved their
By Andrey Mikhnevich
very compact – almost any region can be technologies, raised the level of quality to high availaBiliTy OF
reached from the capital in 3-4 hours.
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with foreign participation is personally
controlled by the Belarusian president.
They believe that, having acquired any
investment assets in Belarus, you did not
just make an investment for yourself, but
you also took part in supporting the entire
Belarusian economy. So, your partnership
is with not just with an enterprise, but
with the Republic of Belarus as a whole –
you will be treated accordingly. Each
agency will make every effort to remove
any barriers in your path. If you suddenly
have any misunderstanding, or someone
interferes with the implementation of
your investment project, those who try
to resolve the issue will be senior officials,
including the president.
Unlike many countries in Eastern
Europe and the CIS, one can feel reassured
that the corruption factor in Belarus does
not interfere with investors. Of course,
no country in history has managed to
claim an absolute victory over corruption;
however, it is still possible to minimize
the opportunities for its manifestations
and drive it out of certain spheres, as the
Belarusian practice shows. Everything
that allows us to make sense of creating a
regime favoring foreign business coming
into the country will be done, but there is
only one condition, albeit significant – the
investor's reciprocal conscientiousness
towards Belarus.

SECrET 5:
yOu'll likE iT hErE!
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five secrets of the
Belarusian investment
Phenomenon
ATTRACTIvE OPPORTUNITIES FOR FOREIGN
INvESTORS IN BELARUS

a unique
kinDergarten in
minsk

alexander Olshevsky

Director General of the Eurasian Agency for International
Cooperation
Expert on the Committee for Economic Integration and
Foreign Economic Affairs of the Russian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry

T

he phenomenon of high
investment attractiveness in
Belarus surprises only those
who do not know enough about
this country. Possibly no other country
in Eastern Europe attracts businessmen
By investors
Svetlana
and
with Nemova
quite such varied

Maxim Misko

Deputy Chairman of the Permanent Committee on Legislation
of the House of Representatives of the National Assembly of
the Republic of Belarus
Chairman of the Board of the Belarus Peace Fund
Candidate of Juridical Sciences

temperaments and business interests:
Germans, Swiss, Poles, Chinese, Russians,
Ukrainians, Arabs, Latin Americans....
This is amazing for any country that is not
"offshore" – however, the facts speak for
themselves.
What are the reasons for these truly

breakthrough successes of this small
Eastern European country in recent
years? Some expressed opinions that
the Belarusians were able to skillfully
determine their priorities in relations
with foreign businesses and consistently
adhere to them. A typical investor

INSPIRATIONAL DESIGN FEATURES SHOULD
STIMULATE CHILDREN’S CREATIvITy
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“We useD to fly in
common skies...“

AMERICAN B-25 MITCHELL BOMBER WITH SOvIET
CREW CRASHED NEAR BREST

By alexander Vaigach

T

he words in the title are
borrowed from a song about a
combat brotherhood of military
pilots during World War II.
I remembered them after an event that
stirred the population of our Belarusian
city of Brest. (Do not confuse the French
port city of Brest with Belarusian Brest,
which is a regional center on the western
border of Belarus and Poland, widely
known for its Brest Fortress, which stood
in the way of the Nazi invasion).
A few dozen kilometers from the city, near
the village of Nepli, a search vehicle dug up
and retrieved fragments of the American
B-25 Mitchell bomber and the remains of
seven Soviet crew who died in 1944, while
liberating the area from the Nazis. On the
night of July 15, 1944, during an operation
codenamed “Bagration,“ the combat
division of aircraft struck a blow to the
German fortifications on the outskirts
of Brest. The B-25 Mitchell bomber was
the last aircraft doing aerial photography.
By plane
Yelena
The
was hitAvrinskaya
by enemy anti-aircraft
gunners. It fell in the countryside... none
y could
the end
of the 1960s, the population of Minsk comparison of three options for new types of public transport:
of the crew
be saved.
exceeded
one
no one had foreseen such a high express buses, high-speed tram, or metro.
The battered Mitchellmillion:
fell nose-down
rate
of
growth
of
the
population
The metro was seen to offer the best solution, so the design
into the swampy terrain. The tail of the or the economy. The
city,
rebuilt
from
ruins
after
World
War
II,
became
work
began. Several years later, the special management
plane was completely incinerated, and
one
of
the
most
beautiful
cities
in
Belarus,
but
it
needed
better
mechanization
team No. 96 of the Stroymekhanizatsiya Trust,
parts of the fuselage were buried deep
transport
links.
Minskproyekt
Institute
conducted
a
feasibility
led
by
Nikolay
drove air
in the
first pile
of the
Minsk
underground. 70-odd years after the end most important finds were the remainsPolevkov,
of long-range
regiment...
Their
names
are
of the war, the location of the American the pilots.
as follows: Lieutenant Alexander Belov
airplane’s crash site was found with the
The excavation work lasted 45 days, (commander of the unit), Lieutenant
help of local residents, who are members and then began perhaps the most difficult Ivan Smolin (pilot), Lieutenant Alexei
of the historical and patriotic group – task – establishing of the names of the Kravtsov (navigator), Senior Sergeant
the Brest Plane Search. This group was dead heroes. The writing in a notebook Gavriil Botzvin (gunner), Second
founded due to the large collection of lost belonging to David Solomonovich Frolov Lieutenant Vladimir Cherkai (turretaircraft from World War II.
helped as did the personal effects of the gunner), Lieutenant Sergei Barinov, and
The excavation team were able to crew.
David Frolov (senior instructor).
recover not only large parts of the plane –
In Podolsk’s Central Archive of the
A monument to the dead pilots now
the engines, propeller blade, armaments – Russian Ministry of Defense, enthusiasts stands at the site of the plane crash.
with their bare hands, but also found found a schedule of combat aircraft sorties
History knows: a major burden of
scraps of uniforms, documents, and dating around the time of the crash. With the struggle with Nazi Germany during
even a notebook kept by one of the crew the help of these records, identification World War II fell on the shoulders of
members. The very last artefact was was made of all of the names of the the people of the Soviet Union including
recovered from a depth of 23 feet. But the Mitchell crew members from the 335th many Belarusians. However, victory

minsk Beneath the
surface
ExPANDING THE BELARUSIAN CAPITAL’S
ELEGANT METRO SySTEM

B

on the eastern front would have been the passage of ships. The Soviet historic rails, and many other useful cargoes. The
impossible without the support of the records describe the courage of the American planes were flown by Soviet
allies, especially the United States.
American and British crews of the crews from the USA to the USSR, and
On March 11, 1941, the US Congress Northern convoy ships, who often died sometimes service members were killed
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President Lukashenko, President of the People's
Republic of China Xi Jinping, First Lady of China Peng
Liyuan, and President Lukashenko’s son Nikolai
the Speak the Truth campaign – upon its seventh application –
is indicative of the change in the national leader’s thinking, too.
In the meantime, external players have been contributing
to boosting the Belarusian identity. Thus, from May 15, 2017,
all passenger aircraft flying from Belarus to Russia land at the
international terminals of Russian airports. Although this
switch from the domestic terminals is for passport control of
non-Belarusian citizens, it appears to be a more momentous
change.
A new tunneling
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matter
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in the” Russian
says Sergey
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even
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they
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” Even sand with water are not dangerous – the shield is
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only does Alesya
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small
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country
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of global
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Russia
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if tunnel
Russiandoes
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there
are immediately filled with concrete. This allows you to work
where it is impossible to do construction work manually, for
example, under large roads. As of today, nearly a mile of tunnel
is complete, but this is only the beginning of Alesya’s journey.”
Minsk residents take pride in their metro, especially its
reliability and safety. Unfortunately, tragedies happen even
when technology doesn’t fail. On the evening of May 30, 1999,
it suddenly started raining and hailing after an open-air concert
near the Palace of the Republic. To protect themselves from
bad weather, people rushed to the underground walkway of
the Nemiga station. A large crowd of people squeezed together
into small space resulted in a stampede, which killed 53 and
severely injured about 300 people. On April 11, 2011, the first
terrorist attack in the history of the Minsk metro took place,
killing 15 people. After the terrorist attack in the metro, a system
of passenger screening by police officers was organized, and
modern security monitoring devices were installed.
The Minsk metro has two lines with a total length of 23
Belarusian nuclear power plant, under construction
miles and 29 stations. In 2016, metro trains carried 291 million

Business
by equally alienating attitudes embraced by some prominent
Westerners and from some immediate neighbors settling scores
with one another. Thus, Lithuania has been fighting the Belarusian
nuclear power plant, under construction on a site 50 km away
from Vilnius, so vigorously that it has succeeded in boosting
international and Belarus’s own attention to this station’s security.
Once built, the station will become the most prominent energy
hub in the entire region, with Lithuania, a country with a rapidly
shrinking population finding itself in that hub’s hinterland.
Ukraine terminated passenger flights to and from Russia, so
Minsk became a prominent transit station serving almost 3.5
million passengers a year, a steep rise compared with what was
just a couple of years ago. Recently Kiev announced similar plans
regarding railway ties with Russia. Again, Belarus will benefit.
Even highbrow academics can be of help facilitating Belarus’s
self-confidence. Thus, for Yale historian Timothy Snyder, who
has just published a treatise on tyranny, Donald Trump is an
embodiment of a tyrant and so is Lukashenko. Snyder has just
told the Belarusian Service of Radio Liberty that “although Trump
has not yet expressed his fascination with Lukashenko, this is only
a matter of time.” With a track record of monitoring Belarusian
“tyranny,” Snyder professes to know what he is talking about. More
than six years ago, writing for the New York Review of Books, he
observed that Minsk is so suspiciously clean it “makes Vienna look
dingy.” Besides the ominous cleanliness of the national capital,
“to travel to or from Belarus,” according to Snyder, “is to become
acquainted with the KGB. At the European airport from which
you
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others boosts self-confidence. Persistent biases set a psychological
defense mechanism, so faced with outright baloney about their
country, Belarusians are more likely to shed complexes and
perceive themselves as the unique, successful, and secure nation
they already are.
Security is of special value during the overall time of trouble.
Igor Marzalyuk, a Mogilev-based historian and a member of the
upper chamber of the Belarusian parliament, has recently shared
his perception of the “phenomenon of Belarus” with Zviazda, a
Belarusian daily newspaper. “The 21st century,” said Marzalyuk,
“has taken off amidst storms and conflicts – terrorist acts and local
bloody squabbles occur not just somewhere in the world at large
but in the post-Soviet area, too. Within this area, Belarus remains
the only place for safe living. There is no doubt that all credit for
that goes to our president. Economic difficulties are transient, but
we, the people residing on this land, are here to stay.” While I
am averse to a personality cult, I would not be able to say this
better… for there is such a blue sky over Belarus. g
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22-yEAR-OLD
BELARUSIAN
RECEIvES A PRIzE AT
By andrey Shitov
CANNES FESTIvAL OF CREATIvITy

Washington
D.C., june 27-28, 2017
By
Maria Eleshevitch
For the first time in ten years, the Embassy of the Republic of
Belarus in Washington D.C. hosted a diplomatic reception to
mark a national Belarusian holiday. Pavel Shidlovsky, Belarusian
Charge d'Affaires a.i. to the United States, announced that, in
addition to the Independence Day (celebrated on July 3), the
reception was timed to coincide with the 25th anniversary
of the establishment of diplomatic relations between Minsk
and Washington. The diplomat said that his countrymen
remembered and appreciated the fact that the United States was
the second country in the world to recognize the independence
of Belarus.

“FOrEigN pOliCy priOriTy”
“Belarus considers normalization of relations with the US to
be its foreign policy priority,” Shidlovsky said. He did not make Day on behalf of her department and Secretary of State Rex
a direct mention of the fact that in 2008 the countries recalled Tillerson personally.
their ambassadors from both capitals after the US introduced
Reporters asked the US diplomats whether an official written
sanctions against Belarus. “The Belarusian leadership has never greeting would be sent to Minsk. Brink's assistants gave their
allowed an underestimation of the importance of full-format assurances that Minsk would receive a greeting on July 3.
interaction with the United States,” the diplomat went on. He Incidentally, this date, established in Belarus following a national
said he was happy that “relations with the United States have vote, has nothing to do with the disintegration of the Soviet
been slowly
but surely
improvingFestival
in the last
three andina Cannes
half Union.
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International
of Creativity
is the It marks the day of the liberation of Minsk from the Nazi
years,” and
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sides
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occupiers
most prestigious international festival of advertisers. It takes place in the Great Patriotic War.
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non-proliferation,
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in the
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is the awards
trade, interregional
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and
human
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”
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US Congress
On June 27, 2017, the Embassy hosted a diplomatic reception
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Independence Day of the Republic of Belarus.
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the daY when peace
succeeD
gave
waY to war
BELARUS
BECOMING
A IN
SELF-CONFIDENT
NATION
THE LASTIS
DAy
OF PEACE
1941 RECREATED
IN THE
BELARUSIAN CITy OF BREST
By Dr. grigory ioffe

T

wo very different men were brought together in
the Belarusian city of Brest on June 21, 2017: Petr
Kotelnikov, the son of a regiment, who was 13 in 1941,
and our young contemporary, Yevgeny Nesteruk, who
is interested in reconstructing battles. It was here, on the border
with Poland occupied by the Germans, that the defenders of the
Brest Fortress took their first blow on June 22, 1941.
Petr Kotelnikov said: “On the other side of the Bug River, the
Nazis placed approximately a thousand large-caliber guns and

mortars. That day, all of them started firing. There was fire and
smoke around them all.”
Today, Kotelnikov knows exactly how many and what kinds
of shells were intended for him and thousands of Brest residents
that Sunday morning on June 22, 1941. Only a 13-year-old boy
back then, he dreamed of becoming a musician, and the start of
the war meant an end to all his dreams.
Petr Kotelnikov recollects: “There was a hole in the roof, and
part of the wall collapsed. Many people were killed. Shells kept

or now, there are no clouds over Belarus, even those
with silver linings are missing – the sky is blue!
The Belarusian economy has resumed growth largely
owing to the success of its export-oriented industries.
New liberal regulations have been adopted for the Great Stone,
the Chinese-Belarusian industrial park under construction next
to Minsk International Airport. The government has legitimized
the civic campaign Speak the Truth, an outlet of the opposition.
Finally, by way of persistently alienating Belarus and settling
scores with each other, some powerful external players and
opinion-molders actually help Belarusians strengthen their
identity. All of these are inter-related ingredients for success,
and the formula that binds them together says that, in order to
succeed, you need to engage self-confidence and ingenuity, not

just one of those, and both are happening in Belarus. Belarus
has long been the world’s leader in terms of the sheer number of
predictions of its imminent economic collapse. Such predictions
become nearly obsessive during economic and financial
troubles. This was the case during the energy price wars with
Russia in 2004, 2007, and 2010, during the financial crisis of
2011, and, of course, from 2014 onwards. The doomsayers have
been confounded every time.
For the first time in two years, the Belarusian economy is
growing: during the first quarter of 2017, its GDP increased by
0.3% compared with the same period a year ago. From January
to April, the Belarusian industrial output increased by 5.4%; out
of 13 processing sectors, 11 experienced growth. A particularly
significant expansion occurred in the chemical industry and in
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Minsk-based exhibition MILEX-2017
its founder Zianon Pazniak, who leveled this accusation at an
innumerable number of his former allies. Dmitriev is disliked
by other opposition leaders because Speak the Truth has been
successful as measured by its membership and media attention.
Moreover, it is the only entity in the opposition that does not
resort to wholesale denunciation of Alexander Lukashenko as
a traitor to the national cause and is, therefore, not averse to
collaboration with his government. Speaking to the Belarusian
Service of Radio Liberty, for the umpteenth time, Dmitriev
had to refute the accusation of his KGB connection and added
that, after a recent avalanche of Malady Front (Young Front)
confessions, this whole issue ought to be put to rest. Indeed,
in April and May, several members of this intransigent (unlike
Speak the Truth) group, registered in Czech Republic, confessed
that they had long signed agreements with the KGB. Regardless
of these revelations and the PR furor accompanying them, the
registration of the Speak the Truth is a major breakthrough in
Belarus’s political life. This is because the registered political
affiliation is actually composed of activists, not of “dead souls.”
Alexander Lukashenko has long maintained that opposition in
principle can and should exist; however, the current Belarusian
opposition that does not fit the term “opposition;” rather, it is
the fifth column because it is only accountable to its Western
sponsors and puppet masters. It seems that the registration of
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yEFIM FOMIN, A COMMISSAR AND A jEW

By Alexey Viktorov
Medical tourists visit Belarus every year

B
Official travel website launched In Belarus

BElaruS FOlk SONgS dOCumENTary
wiNS CrEaTiON iNTErNaTiONal Film
FESTival award

T

he film The Songs of Old Europe – Ancient Belarusian
Folk Songs has been awarded Best Feature Documentary
in the Canadian Creation International Film Festival
2016. It was directed and produced by Volya Dzemka,
a Belarusian living in the USA.
The documentary is the first ever English-language
documentary about Belarusian folk songs, considered by
ethnographers to be the oldest unaltered songs in Europe. Part of
the film’s budget was crowdfunded through Indiegogo; the rest
was financed by Volya’s earnings from her job as a translator at
Microsoft, and by personal loans.
Volya Dzemka fell in love with Belarusian folk songs when, as
a student, she saw a group of young girls performing them. “My
mind was immediately consumed by the unfamiliar harmonies,
which are based on the ancient Greek musical scales”.
Belarusian folk songs are closely tied to rituals and seasons.
Five hundred songs could be sung for a single wedding, from the
day of the proposal until the wedding, which itself could last up
to two weeks.
“I want to tell the world that these songs are invaluable.
They are to Belarus what the pyramids are to Egypt. That’s no
exaggeration! Some Belarusian folk songs originated at the same
time as the Egyptian pyramids and Babylonian culture,” Dzemka
said.
The 60-minute documentary offers a rare and intimate look
into a very different world that has been isolated for centuries.
While filming in Belarus, Dzemka witnessed with sadness the

slow death of her homeland’s native songs first-hand. In the
village of Polansk, where she owns a house, and which was a
bustling place fifteen years ago, there were no cars or children on
the streets, and only a few babushkas.
“I work as hard as I can,” Dzemka said, “so that our babushkas
will be able to see the film and know that people around the
world will talk about them and listen to their songs.” Even more
importantly, Volya Dzemka has ensured that this valuable piece
of history is kept alive.

Epam hiTS $1 BilliON aNNual rEvENuE
TargET
EPAM, Belarus's biggest software developer and resident of
the Hi-Tech Park in Minsk, has earned $1.16 billion for full year
2016. The company increased its earnings by 26.9% year-on-year,
its financial report states.

OFFiCial TravEl wEBSiTE lauNChEd iN
BElaruS
To promote Belarus abroad, the National Tourism Agency
(NTA) has launched the website belarus.travel. The new portal is
an information site designed to aid foreign travelers who intend
to make a trip to the country.
The slogan on the front page describes Belarus as the country
“above expectations.”
“This year, we have updated the website of the National Tourism
Agency designed for specialists, and we have also launched the
portal belarus.travel”, Anastasia Shatkevich, a senior information
specialist at the NTA said. “Now the NTA has two tools for
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were withdrawn from the fortress and
sent to summer camps. In the path of the
invaders stood only the duty units, which,
in effect, stood in opposition to three
fully-fledged German divisions.
The details of the first hours of the
defense are known, as well as the number
of victims, some of whom, without even
waking up, died under the ruins. Those
who survived and broke into the barracks,
which the Germans had not discovered,
formed a consolidated group. The group
was headed by Captain Zubachev, and
Bydeputy
Mikhail
Morgulis
his
was Fomin,
who immediately
proposed the first order, which appeared
on June 24, “On the creation of a unified
leadership and organized combat action
for further battles against the enemy....”
By this order, found in his planner,
as well as by other documents and
testimonies of survivors, the events of
those days were pieced together. The
very will and self-control shown by
the defenders under the onslaught of
the enemy deserve praise. According
to the stories of the survivors, Fomin’s
determination was imparted to them all,
“If the tears of impotent anger, despair
and pity for the perishing comrades
showed in his eyes, it was only in the
dark of the night, when no one could
see his face. People invariably saw him
as stern, but calm and deeply confident

in the successful outcome of this difficult
struggle.”
Fomin could always be found where it
was most dangerous. He led the soldiers
into attacks, encouraged the wounded,
and cared for them. When he was
wounded and the medic rushed toward
him, Fomin dismissed him, saying, “First
them,” and pointed at wounded soldiers.
He sat down and waited for his turn.
He invariably ordered to give the food
rations, brought to him by the scouts, to
women and children. In the same manner,
he refused the first glass of water, which
collected over an hour in an excavated
pit. He gave it to the wounded, although
by that time his lips were cracked from
the heat, having not had a drop of water
after a two-day siege.
The situation at the fortress worsened
with every hour. Several times a day, the
Nazis demanded the surrender of the
garrison. But they would not see a white
flag. When planning the assault, the
occupying forces had allowed eight hours
to capture the citadel. The inhabitants of
the fortress did not give up and continued
guerilla fighting for a further two months,
although the fortress was captured by the
Germans after eight days of siege. During
one of the attacks, the Germans captured
a group of soldiers, among whom was the
seriously wounded commissar, Fomin.

He was shot on June 30 at the Kholm
Gate.
According to the survivors, one of those
who was ready to “raise up the white flag
in the first minutes of the attack,” actively
pointed to Fomin as a commissar and a
Jew. It’s not clear what the traitor expected
from the Nazis, but he clearly misjudged
the situation. The Nazis locked him in
the barracks full of prisoners; justice was
swift – that night became the last of his
life.
Most of this information was collected
bit by bit by the son of Yefim Fomin, from
archives and memoirs of Fomin’s fellow
soldiers. The people who responded to
his letters wrote dozens of pages about his
father, even though they knew him only
for a few days, and some – just for a few
hours. Some apologized for being unable
tell him more, because “the memories of
the experience still ‘play before our eyes’,
distressing and terrifying.”
One of the first letters received began
as follows: “If you are the son of Yefim
Moiseyevich Fomin, I ask you, before
reading my letter, to stand up. Keep in
your the bright memory of an honest
warrior, a courageous defender of his
native land, a hero of the war against the
black forces of the enemy, an intrepid
leader of the heroic defense of the Brest
Fortress in June 1941....” g

@ EMERGE AMERICAS 2017 TECHNOLOGy
CONFERENCE AND ExHIBITION

The garrison in the fortress comprised approximately 9,000
men who represented a combined force of regular soldiers,
border guards and NKVD operatives. The fortress was also
inhabited by approximately 300 families belonging to the
servicemen. They were faced by a 20,000 strong German
force.
The fortress was shelled without any warning, and the
casualties were high. The artillery fire managed to destroy
a lot of supplies and equipment. The bombardment was
followed by an infantry attack. Even though the defenders
were unable to stage a proper line of defense, they managed
to create pockets of resistance. The Brest Fortress became
completely isolated, encircled by Germans who called on
its defenders to step down and surrender. They, however,
were not giving up. The women tended the wounded, while
children scavenged equipment, delivered messages, and
scouted enemy movements.
The fighting was concentrated mostly around the Fortress
and its citadel. Under the command of Captain Ivan
Zubachyov and his second in command Yefim Fomin, the
defenders managed to organize a coordinated attempt to
break the siege. Together they launched a night attack on
German positions, when they were captured. Having cut
off the defenders’ water supplies, the Germans knew such
an attack was imminent and were prepared. They employed
machine-gun nests and concentrated their mortars to suppress

this last attempt to break the encirclement. Casualties were
high for the Soviet troops.
According to historians, the total German losses in the
battle for the Brest Fortress were about 629 killed and about
668 wounded. The Soviet losses numbered about 6,800
POWs and about 2,000 dead. The magnitude of these losses
can be weighed by the fact that total German losses on the
Eastern Front up to 30 June 1941 amounted to 8,886 killed.
The fighting at Brest therefore accounted for over 5% of all
German fatalities.
Due to the high German losses, the commander of the
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the country’s top research agencies including the Academy of
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Science, the Ministry of Education, and the High Tech Park.
The Belarusian delegation was led by Alexander Shumilin, the
Chair of the State Committee on Science and Technology.
At the end of the two-day event, Belarusian companies and
organizations signed eight cooperation agreements in the
areas of science technology, innovation, and education. For
example, KBTEM-OMO JSC signed agreements with American
companies to produce stepper motors and control devices for
semiconductor wafers. The agreement with Teksoli is to supply
US$ 300,000 of product value with the prospect of increasing
the agreement value to US$ 10 million. The “Politechnik”
technology park, part of the Belarusian National Technical
University, signed a collaborative agreement to develop and
produce medical devices and equipment.
The Belarusian State University of Computer Science and
Radio Electronics and the American software development
company Intetics signed a memorandum of understanding on
cooperation in training professionals in the field of information
technology, and also in creating scientific labs and joint
ventures. Belarusian State University and Adelphi Technology
agreed to carry out collaborative research through a student and
staff exchange program.
It may seem unexpected that a little-known country like
Belarus would flex its technological muscles. It is not entirely
surprising, though: Belarus has always been technologically
savvy, and many talented scientists were trained at Belarusian
educational institutions. Its 10-year-old High Technology
Park is highly recognized in the computer world. Just last year,
the Park, which employs 30,000 scientists, made Belarus US
$1 billion in profit.
The Belarusian delegation included scientists, senior
managers, and presidents of the country’s top universities.
The event was also attended by the Interim Chargé d'Affaires
of Belarus in the United States, Pavel Shidlovsky, the Trade
Representative of the Belarus Embassy, Sergey Nagorny, and
the Honorary Consul of Belarus in the United States, Mikhail
Morgulis.
Steve Wozniak was a keynote speaker at the conference
(incidentally, his father was from Ukraine). The famous “Woz”,
who founded Apple with Steve Jobs, said in an emotional speech,
“Young people being inspired to be entrepreneurs is the most
important thing in the world, in my mind.” On the future impact
of tech on jobs, Wozniak added, “I don’t think we will ever be
the secondary species to machines. … it will replace jobs… but
as one job category disappears, another comes along.”
In summing up eMERGE AMERICAS, I can say with
confidence that it opened many doors to incredible opportunities
for high tech innovation, and it also let us take a sneaky peek
at the future. The conference brought together the brightest
scientific minds, who are willing to build bridges and promote
scientific cooperation, which is incredibly important for the
improvement of our lives.
At an interview for the Belarusian TV, I once said: “No project
can succeed unless the new generation is participating in it”.
The success at EMERGE AMERICAS was a living embodiment
of my words.
Even though we are living in a state of crisis, witnessing the
never ending military conflicts in the Middle East, Ukraine, and
many African countries, I believe that hatred and evil cannot
win, and the computer revolution led by the younger generation
will help promote peace and prosperity across the world. May
By help
Olga
God
them!Grazhina
g
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During the event, the Regional Council of Florida, Ita Neymotin,
was presented with an award for her extraordinary contribution
to the development of diplomatic and economic relations
between the USA and Belarus. The award was presented by
the Honorary Council of Belarus in the United States, Mikhail
Morgulis.

the three Wives
of a Belarusian
genius

Neymotin’s Office of Criminal Conflict and Civil Regional
Counsel employs 150 attorneys who check court rulings.
Thanks to this agency’s work, people who could not afford legal
representation were kept from unlawful imprisonment.

CHAGALL SHOWED THE WORLD THAT
“THERE IS ONLy ONE COLOR –
THE COLOR OF LOvE”
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Ida was born, who later became her
famous father’s biographer and researcher.
Shortly thereafter, two revolutions, one
after another, happened in the Russian
Empire, which included Belarus. Chagall
hoped that the change in power would lead
to an art revival, where renewed art would
blossom in unprecedented splendor.
However, it soon became apparent to him
that there would be no place for his unique
art in the young Soviet culture.
Another genius, the avant-garde artist
Kazimir Malevich, ousted Chagall from
Vitebsk by criticizing him for being
“too conservative.” Influenced by the
revolutionary communist rhetoric, the
author of the Black Square believed that
true art had to be objectless and that
Chagall was wasting his time by painting
human figures and objects. That was when
Chagall finally realized that his art was of
no interest to anyone in his native country.
“I feel bad here,” he admitted. “My only
desire is to work – create paintings. I
am needed neither by tsarist nor Soviet
Russia.” In 1922, he and his muse left
for Lithuania and then, via Germany, for
Paris.
In the summer of 1941, escaping from
the Nazis, the already well known, Chagall
and his wife moved to New York. The war
dealt Marc a terrible blow. His paintings
of that period often depict fire. Soon,
the world catastrophe blended with a
personal and no less horrible tragedy for
the artist: his beloved Bella died from
flu complications in 1944. “When Bella

Bella

20

childhood, my present life, and what will
artist Marc Chagall lived like a happen to me. It’s as if she has always
migrating bird, never staying in been watching me, been somewhere near,
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young,
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” way to war
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presence, Marc experienced
42 A hero of the battle of Brest Fortress
a
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Belarusian trade delegation
to arkansas and oklahoma
BurNiNg lighTS
passed away, a storm thundered and
never-ending rain poured and poured. I
could see darkness,” wrote the artist.
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she never replaced his first love.
nicknamed his third wife “Vava,” for "In our lives, as on the artist's palette, there
Marc genuinely loved Virginia, but she Valentina. He joked that he, a poor Jewish is only one color – the color of love," he
Business
could not take Bella’s place in his heart. To artist, was lucky to marry the daughter of confessed in his memoirs.
the end, it was Bella who was embraced a wealthy sugar manufacturer and factory
The gypsy’s prediction came true:
by the eternally young Chagall in his owner. His parents would have been so Chagall died in flight, while ascending in
paintings, and the images of the Madonna proud!
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final thoughts

1

girl asks interestedly. "No, my dear, I'm a
mover!"

***

A Belarusian says to his wife, “Honey,
let’s plan a vacation for each other for the
weekend.” “Ok, let’s do it, my love.” “Well,
then, see you Monday....”

***

From the publisher

A Belarusian asks the pharmacist,
“Do you have female Viagra?” “There’s a
jewelry store across the street!”

This is
Belarus!
BelArusIAn
JOkes

A young Belarusian asks his father,
“Which are the most faithful women brunettes, redheads or blondes?” “Grayhaired, son.”

***

A Belarusian man starts a new job. He
is asked, "Why did you leave your last
position?" "Because of fatigue," says the
Belarusian. "What kind of fatigue?" "I don’t
know, they just said they were very tired
of me.”

***

Music is playing loudly in a restaurant.
A Belarusian calls over the waiter and says,
"Do your musicians take requests for what
to play?" "Yes, of course!" “Then ask them
to play chess, so that I can eat in peace.”

lift, breast augmentation, and liposuction.
Before being discharged, she has a
cosmetician came in to do a manicure,
a pedicure, and dye her hair blonde. She
leaves the hospital, and, as she steps into
the street, she is hit by a car. “Lord," she
exclaims again before God, "You promised
me another 40 years of life!" God peers
at her, "Oh, I'm sorry ... you changed so
much that I didn’t recognize you!"

***

Two Belarusians are arguing and
swearing at each other in the street. "You
are a pig!" shouts one. "All I hear is a pig
hollering!" the second one screams. A
passerby tries to calm them, “If you are
relatives, why are you calling each other
names?”

***

A Belarusian wife is upset with her
husband, “See what you did! You took the
large piece of meat for yourself and let me
have the smaller piece.” “And what would
you have done?” “I would, of course,
have taken the smaller piece for myself.”
“So what are you upset about?” asks
the perplexed husband, “I gave you the
smaller piece.”

***

A Belarusian went to a lecture on
astronomy. "In five trillion years," says the
lecturer, "the sun will die and life on Earth
will end." “Forgive me,” the Belarusian
asks, “in how many years?” "Five trillion."
“Well, thank God!” sighed the Belarusian
with relief, “I thought I heard "five
billion."”

***

Two Belarusian women are getting
acquainted, “Do you have children?”
“A son.” “Does he smoke?” “No, but….”
"Does he drink?" “No, but….” "What a
great kid! These days there are so few of
them. How old is he?” “Two.”

***

A Belarusian asks his friend, who is
wrapped in bandages, "Were you in an
accident?" “Yes, I was. I’m lucky to be
alive.” "What happened?" “I was driving
with my wife, and a beautiful girl in a
halter top was standing on the side of
the road and smiling. My wife covered
my eyes with her hand to keep me from
looking at her.”
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businesses lookingwhat
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A Belarusian had a heart attack. While
the doctors are fighting for her life, she
sees God appear before her. "Is this the
end, Lord?" the unhappy woman asks.
God opens His book, flips through it
and says, “You have 40 more years, 3
days and 8 hours until your last breath.”
Upon awakening from the anesthesia, the
woman decides to stay in the hospital and
have all the plastic surgery she can – a face

and a grand piano?” the girl asks. "That’s
easy," replies the Belarusian. “The grand
piano has strings, and the deck and the
mechanical parts sit horizontally, and
the upright’s parts are vertical. Therefore,
the grand piano is much bigger than the
upright.” “You must be a musician?” the

***

we are also looking for advertising agents located
in America and agents in Belarus.

A Belarusian opens the newspaper
and sees an obituary about himself. He
is indignant and calls his friend, "This is
ridiculous! Have you read my obituary?”
“Yes, I’ve read it. Where are you calling
from? g

If interested, please email info@usbelarusobserver.com

Welcome to Belarus!

Our small country with its kind people and wonderful peaceful
landscapes is always glad to receive those who come with good
intentions. We have everything here to bring happiness, peace,
and pleasure. We have huge forests, clear lakes and rivers, great
natural food, and friendly, kind and beautiful people. With us,
you will be cleansed of stress; our land and people will cure you
of mental and physical ailments. You can’t help but love Belarus!
I have just spent some time with a Belarusian delegation at the
eMERGE AMERICAS technology conference and exhibition,
which was held in Miami. The event was attended by scientists
and thinkers from around the world – people wishing to be
friends with America. And you know what – many Americans
felt it and opened their hearts to these wonderful people.
Our peaceful country has never attacked anyone, but many
great powers have clashed on its territory. In the war against

German Nazism, every fourth inhabitant of the country was
killed. Remembering the terrors of World War II, Belarusians
value peace above all. Our old wise people often say to the
youngsters: “Take care of the world! Rejoice in every peaceful
day!” Our children sing:
“May there always be sunshine,
May there always be sky,
May there always be my mother,
May there always be me!”
Our magazine aims to bring Belarus to you through our
interesting articles and reliable information. Come to Belarus and
you will feel happy!
Peace be with you, dear reader!
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