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From the Pastor3s DesKk)]|

No (one) is an island; p
--John Donne

Yet sometimes this world we live in can seem as if we are all living on islands of ouown making.
Consider how much time many spend on social media, smartphones or tablets. Consider how
email and texting has become a mainstream way of communication to the loss of personal contact
and the nuances of communication such as body language andflection in tone. Islands have their
own culture; their own rhythm, their own style and their own natural limitations.

And so do we.

| wonder sometimes how often we move through this world as islands passing through the waves of
life, separate and distnct. We do this as individuals; as family units; as congregations of faith; and
even as committees within congregations of faith. We each have our own agendas; our own
expectations; our own hopes and dreams; and our own disappointments when they are realzed.

We feel joy, sadness, hurt, fear, surprise and anger and sometimes it seems as if no one else feels
them as passionately as we do.

Yet the Scriptures tell us that we are the body of Christ and individually parts of one whole. Where
"l W end,egiyoupput that place of jointure is whe

Often we talk about the Lenten journey as a personal; spiritual experience.

But we follow the Christ who taught us to be connected to one another. Thus, the Lenten journey
(or for that matter,the spiritual journey of life) is not simply a personal one; but is also a communal
experience.

There is a power that comes in sharing; in communion.

One voice singing or praying is delicate and fragile. Many voices lifted together in prayer and song
arepower ful . | t 3, sbredkindoae stich ia éasyobteakingaadbandl@ much more
difficult.  Alone we can be battered, broken, depressed, angry, addicted, lost, or lonely. But with
someone at our side to share our struggles; encourage ustimes of weakness; and share our joy in
success; we are harder to break or be broken down.
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| find that, more often than not, when | get stuck on my own island with its own perspectives and
limits, | am weakened in my spirit and strength. When | reach otito someone else; or, more
importantly, someone reaches out to me, | am uplifted in body and spirit.

Over the last week, | have watched the youth of Parkland Florida break through the silence of our
individualistic islands and find a common voice advocating for those in the islands of government to
pay attention to the ongoing issue of school shootings and do something about it. | have also found
a bridging among islands in community and government wanting to support these young people
whose lives have been shattered by their experience. Alone, each one of them is a solitary voice.
Together they are a cacophony drawing attention to a real concern for many parents and children.

No matter where you stand on the issue of gun legislation or reform, | wouldHink you would be
hard pressed not to note that these individual voices coming together are beginning to be a
thunderous strong voice of our national youth calling for those in leadership to pay attention.

[Just to be clear, for me personally, theissuems® t getting rid of all gun:
respected their weapons. For me, the issue is getting rid of these AP style weapons and others

like them in civilian life. | can surely hunt and defend myself without them. And how much harder
would it be for mass destruction if the tools were harder to get?

| respect you if you disagree with me. Surely we must find some way to gain a common voice
around a multi-faceted approach to prevention of these incidents: background checks, mental
health stability checks, anger management or social relationship education, family therapy, etc.]

The spirit and strength these youth have brought forth after witnessing the murders of 17 of their
classmates and the trauma inflicted upon them and many others igalpable. | believe these are the
voiceless and the powerless speaking truth to power. | read in the Bible somewhere about a Savior
named Christ who advocated for the voiceless and the powerless of his day to do that too. | believe
that as a Christian church, our role is to stand as the Christ presence, advocating for them today.

This is one example of bridging our individualistic world islands and finding a common connection.
There are many others | am sure.

During this Lenten season, may we berayerfully reflective of the opportunities placed before us to
connect with one another and the larger community around us. May we seek to foster such
connection in witness, mission and worship, such that the church together may rise in discipleship
with renewed energy and spirit!

For many years churches have functioned as islands just as our individual lives have been
encouraged to focus on a “"mepy perspective by s
where my wants, needs, desires, and dream&r e mo st i mportant, but on
my end and your beginning tangibly impact one another in ways that build up the community

around us and support the weakest, the marginalized, or the vulnerable of that community.
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Let3s pr actlnhtbheemomthuof Marchvfind gway to be connected with others.

If you are so inclined, reach out to support youth who are finding their voice in this struggle against
the violence we inflict on one another; who are calling us to turn our swords into plowshares.

If that is not your passion, then find a connecting point that is community service, serve in a soup
kitchen, volunteer for Code Blue, give time to the church, or to a Senior Center.

If that too is not your thing, then each Wednesday during thisnonth, our local UCC communities of
faith gather to work on our local connections to one another. We share a meal and then worship as
one body of faith before God. | invite you to join us and find the strength and blessing that comes
with community.

And, if you haven3t been to worship in a while,
0

the family of St. Stephen3s and | i n us 1 n Suni

" God has put t h esotbhabtidere shtowddgoe rioldieision in the body, but that itsparts
should have equal concern for each other?® If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part
is honored, every part rejoices with it.2” Now you are the body of Christ,and each one of you is a
part of it.p

--| Corinthians 12: 24-27

Christ intends for human beings to be connected in their personal most intimate ways, and in their
community living. The seeds of this spiritual reality go all the way back to the creation of Adam and
Eve.

Today?3®s worl d makes driftfrore @herg ontthes jolorreey adillife. 1 s| and a

Swim upstream; make connections; strengthen your body and spirit. Reach out when you need it;
Reach to others when you think they need it too!

Christ calls us to be church; implicitly that means we are a collectve; a community, all one in the
body of Christ.

If you know someone who is withdrawn for one reason or another; who is isolating; or who has
been isolated in their living and in community; may this Lent be a time to reach out to them. And, if
it is you in that place; reach out to others.

May our Lenten journey include intentional connection; dropping the barriers that separate us and
coming together in witness; in support; in worship; in service; and in spirit.

See you in church,

Pastor Jeff
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Worship Highlights

March 4, 2018: The Road Home

"Sometimes | Wonder if 13m Ever Gon'na
Shepherd®s Ilyrics call us to the st
invites us to find our way there as well!

March 11, 2018: The Road To Jerusalem

?Takv up Your Cross

anananananananananan

A true confrontation with our own weaknessand denials; Jesus confrontBeter on
the Jerusalem road and invites us to take up the cross and follow him.

March 18, 2018: The Road to Jericho Good Samaritan

On the Jericho Road the Good Samaritan stops to mend the woursdf a e
stranger. How willing are we to let the Spirit lead us out of our comfort
zones?

March 25, 2018: PALM SUNDAY: The Bethany Road

F‘S v? ¥, \ew Life follows Jesus from the raising of Lazarus to the parade into Jerusalem.
;d‘&"?:’f”’ But what happens when the Spitti collides with power, tradition, and intrigue
in today?3®s worl d?
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HOLY WEEK 2018

Maundy Thursday: March 29, 2018
6:00 pm

AR Join us for a FREE simple soup supper at table before joining in worship,
== hosted by the Fellowship and Service committee asre remember the last

8 meal Jesus shared with his disciples

7:00 pm

Jesus gathers at table with his disciples for the Passover meal and teaches them about true
discipleship. Join us at table in Ehrhart Hall for a service of candlelight communion andeflection
followed in the Sanctuary by the Stripping of the Altar and the Service of Shadows. All are
welcome!

" Good Friday: March 30, 2018

8:30 am
GOOD
FRIDAY All Church Breakfast sponsored by the Friday Fellows. A

BREAKFAST. sign up sheet is in the narthex or contact Dave Alexander at
215-257-7019. All individuals and families are welcome!

Good Friday 12 noon Community Worship
Trinity Lutheran Church, 5th St., PerkasigPA.

The Rev Bo Bannister, pastor of Hilltown Covenant church will offer the message as the Pennridge
Ministerium gathers in worship with the community on this day whenwer e me mber Chr i st
upon the cross.

Easter Sunday: April 1, 2018

( 9:30 am

%A

® HE IS Christ the Lord is Risen Today! Join he festive throng as we worship and
NON I 1Sl celebrate in Word and Sacrament  the Tomb is Empty and new life
blossoms forthintoawr | i ves t hr o uAldre wBloochéls Gr a
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Lenten Series 2018

A Five Week Worship
sponsored by the UCC Churches of the Perkasie/Sellersville area

Series

Looking through the eyes of those in the Passion Narrative; what perspectives
might they give us on our journey through Lent and spiritual growth today?

Wednesday, February 21: Through the Eyes of...Judas Iscariot
St. Paul’s UCC, Sellersville The Rev. Scott Hutchinson, preaching

Wednesday, February 28: Through the Eyes of...Simon Peter

St. Andrew’s UCC, Perkasie The Rev. David Heckler, preaching
Wednesday, March 7: Through The Eyes of...Pontius Pilate

Christ Church, Trumbauersville The Rev. Jeffrey A. Wargo, preaching
Wednesday, March 14: Through the Eyes of...Mary Magdalene

St. Stephen’s UCC, Perkasie The Rev. Steven Hamilton, preaching
Wednesday, March 21: Through the Eyes of...Simon of Cyrene

St. Peter’s UCC, Tohickon The Rev. John Steitz, preaching

6:00 pm Soup Supper & 7:00 pm Worship
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A Holy Week Film Series & Discussion
Sponsored by the UCC churches of

Perkasie and Sellersville

Hosted at St. Stephen’s UCC

‘ 110 N. 6th St. Perkasie, PA
Monday, March 26 7:00 pm

and now the film...

Jesus Christ Superstar (G)  (Family Friendly)

"JESUS CHRIST
SUPERSTAR

Based on a concept album project written by Andrew
Lloyd Webber and Tim Rice, and the subsequent
long-running Broadway performance, this film tells the
story of the final 6 days in the life of Jesus Christ through

the troubled eyes of Judas Iscariot. Too often mis-labeled

a musical, this filmis a "rock opera." There are no spoken lines, everything is sung

Tuesday, March 27 7:00 pm
A MARTIN SCORSESE PICTURE

| B

The Last Temptation of Christ (R) (Mature Audiences)

The carpenter, Jesus of Nazareth, tormented by the
Al temptations of demons, the guilt of making crosses for the
Romans, pity for men and the world, and the constant call of

| 4 VRS
= THE IAST = b TR 40 God, sets out to find what God wills for Him. But as His mission

TE@,’:"’&A,{,?TN R nears fulfillment, He must face the greatest temptation; the

normal life of a good man. Based, not on the Gospels, but on
Nikos Kazantzakis' novel of the same name.
{contains scenes of adult situations, violence, and nudity)

Wednesday, March 28 7:00 pm
The Passion (of the Christ) (R) (Mature Audiences)

The Passion of The Christ focusses on the last twelve hours of Jesus of
Nazareth's life. The film begins in the Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus
has gone to pray after sharing the Last Supper. Jesus must resist the
temptations of Satan. Betrayed by Judas Iscariot, Jesus is then arrested

o

and taken within the city walls of Jerusalem where leaders of the Pharisees P/ ce ION
S \
confront him with accusations of blasphemy and his trial results in a A

condemnation to death. (contains scenes of graphic violence)
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9 aGSNJ Cf 2¢SNA
[ 2ady Py @A /S IRAIISOR NRSNJ 0e CNARI e
Once again the sanctuary will be decorated with the natural beauty of
D2RQ&a Ff26SNB FT2NJ 9FadSNI {dzyRlI& 62NBKAL®D

Please complete the order form below. Checks should be made payapblat® { G SLIK Sy

Order fgrms’, aJong withAthe paymentAofv$8.OO per floyveAr, can be placeq in the offering plate ir

Fy SYy@St2LIS YINJSR a9l auSNI Cft2SNAReE 2N YI
Sharon Argue, 2265 Milford Square Pike, Quakertown, PA 18951.

If you have any questions, please contdbaron Argue at 21538-2856.

Purchaser: Phone:

In Memory of:

In Honor / Love for:

Daffodils {6 blooms) Tulips (% blooms)
Lilies (3 blooms) Pot Mums

Total No. of Flowers @ $8.00 each = $

| will (check onepick up or donat the flowers after 9:30m service on Easter morning.
CHURCH FELLOWSHIP
'Tr /710 w/l . w9l YC

CNRARI2 &cCStt2saé [CSEE2HARRICNA RIRE ya¥ NAIKY

March 2 & April 6at 7:00am
¢ KS CNARIRelloasBipt f 2 64 ¢

invitesAll Women, Children and Men

to a morning of breakfasind fellowship

RPAY YUSKS 26F { G dor {nib@ihgkoBly Q& €
breakfast and fellowship.

For mae information, contact Dave Alexander at
215257-7019

@ Sigrup sheet is on the table in the

N  Ehrhart Hall NarthexFor more

=7

~ ~ =~ V information, contact Dave Alexander at
215257-7019.
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MISSION / OUTREACH

One Great Hour of Sha ring Offering -
Sunday, March 11, 2018

rEAp

%, offering during  the worship
) ¢ serviceon March 11™ for One

G

-ow,

Great Hour of Sharing. OGHS
is one of four special programs
in which we participate every

Q

3
@ = s
Span®e

St . Stephenbds will

1 One 50 oz. or two 25 oz. bottle(s) of
liquid laundry detergent

1 One 12 -16 oz. bottle of liquid
concentrated household cleaner (like
Lysol®) (no spray bottles)

1 One 16 -28 0z. bottle liquid disinfectant
dish soap (like Dawn®)

=

One package of 48 -50 clothespins

year to support Our Churcho 1 Clothesline, two 50 ft. or one 100 ft.

Partnering with 6,000 UCC congregations, we
channel over $3 million annually to

humanitarian needs throughout t he world. The
funds are used to support emergency relief,
domestic and international disaster

preparedness and response, social services,

refu gee advocacy and resettlement. "One
Great Hour of Sharing" envelopes will be
inyo ur bulletins on Sunday, March 4,

Chuch World Service
Emergency Cleanp Bucket

This Lenten Season we will be collecting items
needed for ¢ lean -up buckets. Starting

February 18" look for a wash line of buckets

with the individual items written on them.

Select the buckets item(s) you will donate and

bring the item(s) to church anytime during

lent. These supplies enable people to begin the
overwhelming job of cleaning up after a f lood,
hurricane, tornado, or other disaster here in

the United States.

To assemble an
Bucket we will need:

Emergency Cleanup

1 Four scouring pads

1 Seven sponges, including one large

1 One scrub brush

1 Eighteen cleaning towels (reusable, like
Easy Wipes®)

Five dust masks

= =

Two pairs heavy -duty, waterproof
dishwashing gloves (latex  -free, non -
surgical)

1 One pair work gloves , cotton with  leather
palm or all leather

1 24-28-bagroll of heavy -duty or
contractor trash bags (30 -45gallon) ona
roll and removed from carton

1 One 6 -9 oz. bottle of insect repellent
(pump, drops or lotion, not aerosol)

CL{l b9z

Thank you to everyone who brought in

Soup for FISH to celebrate Souper Bowl
Sunday. 131  containers (cans or

packets of soup mix) were collected.

~

YySeaidzys$s

Benefit Banquet ~ Premiere Live
Auction ~ Silent Auction

Thursday, April 19  at 6:00 p.m.
at the Indian Valley Country Club, Telford
PA

h LILJZ NI
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St. Stephen3®s Annual Ha m D'iumder eloudywkies, theneatcdmulating F e |
snow beginning at 5:45 P.M. Thanks to the many volunteers, too numerous to mention by name

and not wanting to leave anyone out, and the support of our congregation and the community, this

event was an overwhelming success despite a lower than usual attendance. A total of 354 dinners

were served, which included 132 takeouts. Receipts and expenses were as follows:

Ticket sales and sales of leftover$4,475.00 *

Bake sale 441.50

Basket raffle ticketsales 1,182.00
Total Receipts $6,098.50
Total Expenses 2,010.59
Net Profit $4,087.91

Included $120 in total donations from Mrs. Sylvia Bedell, Mrs. Dottie Egan, Mr. Tom Knipe & an
anonymous giver.

From the Ham Dinner net profit, $500 is being donated to the Ministry of Mission for
Pennridge FISH.

Our heartfelt thanks goes out to those who supplied baked goods for sale and for serving to our

guests, and to the church organizations, businesses and individuals that sponsored theme raffle
baskets/ prizes, as foll ows: n&uesswenrbpNatlie Blishizep | a
"Tail gatingu donated by Denise Al exander & Don
children, won by Charlie Moyer; ~Eagles Super |
Funer al Home, won by oBrtioanliTa&kyltosry; dolnwdkyd by M
Service, won by E. Kozitsky; ~Welcome Springp
Mc Gi nn; = Al | You Need for A Barbequep donated |
Joan Suesii;ghtFaoutl yf or Bowling & Dinnerpyg donat e
Stephanie Thompson, won by Marie Myers; ~ Handm
donated by Betsy Boone, won by Vincent Taleric
FridayFel | ows Breakfast Group, won by Elfrieda Bei
Dennis Detweiler of W ckey Wackey, won by Past
Bell Choir, won by Janice Kenwor BldthkyCat Colgctiv@ 0 Ta't
Tattoo and Piercing, won by Tammy Nef f; "Food:
Class, won by Bev Frantz; “~“Enjoy the Ridep don:
"Perkasie Community Gi ft indgsses, gathered bydRewn Wargo & wdnyy | o
Bob Schaeffer; ~Chimayo Gallery, picture & gi f
Monica Lentz. Also, thank you to the Adult Sunday School Class for purchasing dinner tickets for

those less fortunate.

On behalf of your chairpersons, Terry Weirback and David Alexander, our sincerest gratitude. May
we all continue to grow in spirit, service and stewardshipand her e3®s hoping the

10
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Vacation Bible School 2018

Sunday, July 8,2018
through
Thursday,July 12,2018

6:30 to 8:30 pm

R 556'UED BY 3"—'-5\);/

FUN! FRIENDS! SNACKS!

GAMES'! CRAFTS! MUSIC!

STORIES OF OUR FAITH:!
More information to Follow!

 Yope

S0k Group

Saturday, March 24 9:30 amto 11 am
St. Stephen3s UCC Conference RmMm
Wonder by R. J. Palacio

All are welcome. For more information,
contact Stephanie Anne Thompson at

Stephanie@heartceremonies.com

11
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0301 Brenda Winn, Mary Lou Taylor

03/03  Michael White

03/04  Joan Ritter, Ginny Winn, Jane Landis

03/06 Thomas Knipe

03/07  Gregory Nyce

03/08 Howard Detweiler

03/10 Mary Hufnagle

03/13  Jennifer GodshalNolanRimmer

03/15 Louis RiddicK,isa Seachrist
Jack Argue

03/16  Kathleen Price, Robert Price

03/17  Joel Hartzell

03/18  Frank Krystyniak

03/19 Robert Wehrheim

03/20 Megan Watkins

03/21  Colleen Trauger

03/22  Curtis Mann

03/23  Lucille White, Robeiller

03/25 Linda Hunsberger

03/26  PegWerner

03/28 Jamie Schuster, Aubrey Hager

03/29 Jan Kapsak

03/30 Patricia Donahue

Happy Birthday and
D2 RQa f Saaary3a

Lwel 51,

L b !ttw9/L!”BLhI

CKFyYy]l @2dz G642 GKS YSY0oSN
Church and Pastor Jddr the prayers, flowers,

card and getvell wishes | received during my

recent hospitalization. It was much appreciated.

Sincerely,
Caryln Cressman
¢2 ¢KS /2y3aNBIALGA2Yy 27

Thank you for the prayers, cards and flowers
when | was in the hospital.

Sincerely,

Marie Smith

51 8t AIKG { I FAyYy 3
dzy R 83 al NODK (MM
SYSYOoSNI G2 &as
yS K2dzNJ 2y { |
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KIDS STUFF:

Make this craft to capture the beauty
of God’s creation in springtime.

What you need:
* White glue that dries clear
* White watercolor paper
* Black fine-point perman-
ent marker
* Watercolors @
* Paint brush

* Warer bowl \
[ )

* Paper towels

What you do:

1. With glue, draw a picture
on watercolor paper of
flowers and other things
in God’s creation we see
in spring. Keep lines fairly
big and simple, without
many small details.

2. After the glue dries, use
a fine-point permanent
marker to trace the glue
lines.

3. Paint your picture with
watercolors for a stained-
glass effect.

REIY,
& 45

M
Isaiah 35 describes the rebirth of a dry land when Jesus returns,
as well as the signs of God’s beautiful creation at springtime,

Directions: Soive each math probiem. Then write the words in order, from smailer
numbers to larger numbers, in the spaces below.

bisom 6+1=____ blossom 2x2=__ rgjoice 4x2=
burst 3+3=_ wilderness 2+1=__ joy 5+5=_
crocus 3+2=_  desert 1x0=_ parched 0+1= __
glad 2x1=_____ shout 10-1=___

“The and the land will
he ; the will rejoice
and . Like the ;
it will into i
will greatly and for !

Isaiah 35:1-2, NIV

o} 104 A0S pue

Apeard a30[E7 jm 11 OO opn JBIAG [im 31 ST0D aug axr] Woss0[q pue

901061 [[1m SEIWISPIIM out “PE[S 2q fiim pue] PISTEL oy pue JISESP sy,
SIDMSUY
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