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Android accessibility update lets you control your  
phone, communicate using facial gestures

Or iginally f eatured at Access and Inclusion through 
Technology

http:/ /www.accessandinclusion.news/

https:/ /www.cnet.com/tech/mobile/android-accessibility-

update-lets-you-control-your -phone-communicate-using-

f acial-gestures/

                  The new f eatures, called Camera Switches 
and Project Activate, let users navigate their  devices 
without their  hands or  voice. Google is rolling out a f ew 
new accessibility f eatures f or  Android users, including 
the ability to control your  phone and communicate using 
f acial gestures.The f irst update, called Camera 
switches which  detects f acial gestures using your  
phone's camera. Users can choose f rom six gestures -- 
look r ight, look lef t, look up, smile, raise eyebrows or  
open your  mouth -- to navigate their  phone. They can 
also assign gestures to car ry out tasks like open 
notif ications, go back to the home screen or  pause 
gesture detection. The new f eature can be used 
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alongside physical switches

Camera Switches also allows users or  their  
caregiver  to choose how long to hold a gesture 
and how big it needs to be f or  the phone to detect 
it. To use the f eature, open your  phone's settings, 
select Accessibility, and then tap Switch Access 
(under  Interaction Controls). Turn it on and grant 
permissions.

Additionally, a new Android app called Project 
Activate lets people use those same f acial 
gestures f rom Camera Switches to activate 
customized actions using a single gesture, like 
saying a preset phrase, sending a text and making 
a phone call.

Project Activate can tr igger  customized actions on your  phone, including sending 
messages, playing audio f iles and speaking shor t phrases.


