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            The M useum  of  Possi bi l i t i es, a path break ing 

in i t iat ive star ted in  Com m issionerate for  wel fare of the 
di fferent ly Abled, Chennai, showcases a gam ut of assist ive 
devices .This  vibrant place spread over  2500 sq ft   wi th  an 
accessible cafe in  tow, has  a r ange of sim ple solut ions to day 
to day accessibi l i ty issues . 

       W e m eet up with   pr im ary consum ers  to  understand 
their    thoughts  and aspirat ions on the M useum  of 
Possibi l i t ies (M oP).M r  Satish is a banker  whi le  M s Sm itha 

Sadasivan, was an  accessibi l i ty consul tant for  the Elect ion 
Com m ission of India.  Both of them  use assist ive devices 

extensively and can be seen whizzing  off on their  m otor ized 
wheelchair s  .

Picture shows visi tor s viewing the assist ive devices on show 
at M useum  of Possibi l i t ies 
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SW#  Satish, why is it impor tant to have a place like this?

In  m y opin ion, The M useum  of Possibi l i t ies is very im por tant because 
in  our  countr y m ost people don?t have in form ation or  knowledge 
about access and assist ive devices. The sm al l  percentage of people 
who have som e knowledge of th is are st i l l  grappl ing with how to 
procure i t . This would be a one-stop place for  al l  the sim ple solut ions 
which would change their  l i fe.

There m ight also be people who are developing assist ive devices or  
have br i l l iant ideas about som e new technology but m ay not know 
how to reach out to the stakeholders -th is is where M op wi l l  be useful  
as the m useum  would be the platform  to connect people and br idge 
th is gap.

The need for  M oP has been fel t  long back  and i t  should have been 
star ted m any years ago but never theless, I  am  happy that we have 
m ade the beginn ing for  m any l ike th is across the countr y.

Picture shows Satish on h is m otor ized wheelchair , r eading 
the l i fe changing events on the Im pact wal l   in  the M useum  
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#  W hat is unique about this place, can this be replicated 
and how does the model home in the museum influence the 
way we look at assistive devices.

I t  is un ique in  m any ways, I  have not seen or  heard about any 
other  place being bui l t  exclusively for  people with 
disabi l i t ies, i t  cater s to al l  disabi l i t ies and is com pletely 
accessible. I  feel  th is is un ique and a pioneer ing one as the 
solut ions and devices are appl icable to independent l iving, 
work  and leisure.

I  l ike the m odel  hom e as i t  dem onstrates how independent 
l iving is possible with sm al l  adaptat ions and aids. The 
M useum  of possibi l i t ies is a r epl icable m odel  and has a great 
scope in  creat ing awareness and changing the l ives of people 
with disabi l i t ies whether  urban or  r ural .

#  W hat is the impact on access and on the society, you 
are envisaging through this concept?

The im pact wi l l  be hum ungous. The m op is not on ly a 
m ust-visi t  place for  people who have no in form ation or  
knowledge about access but also for  people who are 
al r eady using assist ive devices but m ay not know about 
the new developm ents in  the f ield and how they could 
change their  l ives.
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The new technologies and adaptat ions wi l l  change the 
qual i ty of l i fe and open up m any oppor tun i t ies in  the area 
of em ploym ent, hobbies, spor ts, etc.

The workplace adaptat ions are sim ple and would lead to 
f inancial  Independence. This wi l l  m ake them  less 
dependent on others and becom e independent. This, over  
a per iod of t im e, wi l l  m ake society open up to an inclusive 
work for ce.

#  W hat sor t of convergence / development / networking 
scope does M oP have?

I  feel  M op wi l l  play a m ajor  r ole in  m ak ing people real ize 
how sm al l  changes can m ake m any th ings possible and 
lead to a better  qual i ty of l i fe. I  also feel  we need to spread 
the word about M op not on ly in  Tam il  Nadu but across the 
countr y so m ore and m ore people wi l l  benefi t .

A lot of work  needs to be done to create awareness about 
M op and also to bui ld a network . New product dem os on 
m edia, and conferences wi l l  m ake people know about 
M op.

#  As a pr im ary end-user  of assist ive devices what else 
would you l ike to see at M op?

The M oP should be able to display or  r eflect the 
innovations developed global ly -on ly then i t  wi l l  evolve 
and sustain  people?s in terest. Innovation and reaching the 
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the publ ic should be a cont inuous process.

The M oP has a lot of scope in  connect ing the needs of people 
with disabi l i t ies to the developers -for  exam ple, I  use a 
m otor ized wheelchair  and I  dream  of dr iving a car  that can be 
operated by a joyst ick . W e don?t have th is technology in  India 
and im por t ing a car  l ike that is beyond a com m on m an?s 
pocket.This is where I  feel  M op can play a crucial  r ole 
-ident i fying developers for  individual ized needs and m ak ing 
dream s com e tr ue!!

https:/ / tnm op.in /

                            Now there is a m odel  in  place so govt can 't  be 

postponing the agenda of accessibi l i ty. Every publ ic 
bui lding, job establ ishm ent, and tr anspor t system  should be 
accessible. I f  personal  m obi l i ty on the ground at the 
m icro-level  can be m ade fu l ly accessible, why not  at the 
m acro level .

                  The housing depar tm ent should take inputs fr om  
the M useum  of Possibi l i t ies and execute. Now we have a 
m odel  for  ensur ing al l  housing program s are accessible 
which should be m andated by the governm ent. I t 's t im e 
that penal  provisions are enfor ced for  accessibi l i ty 
non-com pl iance.

At a personal  level , M OP gives an exper ience and feel  of 
what accessibi l i ty can do to a person, how enabl ing i t  is, how 
m uch fr eedom  i t  gives and how every aspect of l i fe can be 
m ade easy with sim ple adaptat ions.-Sm ita Sadasivan                 


