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Speaking up on Behalf of the Sisters:
Our Advocacy work
· Members of Sisters Returning Home were invited and attended the Barristers’ Association’s installation of Kevin Harden Junior as President. 
· Denise Miluszewski and Tracey Clauser wrote letters to state legislatures on behalf of House Bill #2135 for the resentencing of Death Row inmates.
Community Advocacy
· [image: ]On September 15th, State representatives and neighborhood citizens alike discussed change and a need for reform, not only in terms of better policies regarding sentencing, but for the system as a whole. Peggy Sims, Director, Christel Simmons, Retention Case Manager and intern, Joey Burnosky, from Chestnut Hill College attended a policy hearing for House Bill # 2135.This Bill provides an expansion of eligibility for parole in regards to those serving life sentences behind bars.
 Awareness
· Sisters hosted a Help Awareness event for the community with Canaan Baptist Church.
· Peggy Sims attended the annual women’s panel, which was a powerful and dynamic conference. They discussed the rights and barriers that women face. They also discussed empowerment of women moving forward. 
· There was a state-wide conference held in Harrisburg consisting of 100 individuals and organization. Among the 100, Sisters Returning Home was one. The conference was in regards to the issues faced by women and their communities, their financial needs, the reunification with their families, and the lack of housing opportunities upon returning home. 
· Funding was a topic of discussion at the annual Governor’s Budget Conference. The impact on the Criminal Justice system and Sisters Returning Home was discussed in regards to the necessary resources that are needed in order to provide the women and their families with what they need.
· Retention Case Manager Christel Simmons attended a training workshop at Gaudenzia, which dealt with and discussed trauma within the family unit.
Program Emphasis
· At our achievement Event , the following women received Achievement Awards for numerous things: Emma Zahner-Employed, Rhiannon Radetsky-Married& Employed, Nicole James- Community Involvement, Kaleigh Lockard-program completion, Erica Hauer-Employed, Tyleah Handy- Employed & reunification, Tracey Clauser -Training Certification, Denise Miluszewski - Training Certification, Carissa Epperson-Training Certification, Stephanie Scancella-program completion, Susan Oneil- program completion, and Dorothy Benson-employed, program completion, & upcoming college graduation. 
Student Success
· 4 woman acquired job interviews
· 2 students are in college
· 4 ladies got married.
· 1 student is celebrating one year of working and is receiving her house back from her parole officer.
· [image: ]1 student just regained custody of her grandchild
GREAT JOB LADIES!
Program Achievement
Reunification
· [image: C:\Users\User\Desktop\Ipad photos\IMG_0706.JPG]On July 10, 35 women and children went to the Philadelphia Zoo. This was a great reunification event and brought families together.
Recognition
· Our very own Ms. Peggy Sims will be receiving a highly prestigious award for her work to achieve peace by the Mennonite Church in November
· Sisters Returning Home has consistently held a fantastic track record of finding and maintaining employment.
The Facts Revealed


· From 1991 to 2011, female incarceration in state prison for violent offense incarceration increased 83% (Bureau of Justice Statistics, US Department of Justice).

· In 2012, African American females ages 18 to 19 were 3 times more likely to be imprisoned that their white counterpart(Bureau of Justice Statistics, US Department of Justice).


· In 2010, there were roughly 1.5 million males incarcerated in state and federal prisons compared to 111,000 females (Bureau of Justice Statistics, US Department of Justice).

· [image: ]At the end of 2009, federal and state correctional facilities held 113,462 women, an increase of 22% since 2000(Sabol & West).
· [image: C:\Users\User\Desktop\Ipad photos\IMG_0839.JPG]Women under correctional supervision in 2009 were more likely than men be supervised in the community on probation or parole (Bureau of Justice Statistics, US Department of Justice).
· [image: ]A 2014 U.S Supreme Court ACA ruling stated that, as of January 2014, felons and former incarcerated individuals would be eligible to apply for Medicaid (“Medicaid for Felons” by Jillian Kay Melchior -nationalreview.com).









Coming Soon!
· On October 15, Sisters Returning Home held an achievement event to celebrate our Sisters’ achievements and how far they have come. We were joined by a very special guest, State Representative Stephen Kinsey who was our key note speaker for the evening.
· Christel Simmons will be partaking in a Cognitive Behavioral Therapy and mindfulness training session in Harrisburg. This training will help Sisters Returning Home be even more equipped to help those individuals with severe addiction and mental health issues.




Stay Tuned!
· Sisters Returning Home is looking forward to holding an expungement clinic in the near future. During this clinic, we will explain what the process is and guide each individual in the right direction to get their charge(s) expunged. We will also be able to answer questions that you may have in regards to your expungement and whether or not you are eligible for an expungement.
· Want to get involved?
Sisters Returning Home offers many ways for you to get involved and help out. Visit our website at www.http://www.sistersreturninghome.org/volunteer.html or call us at (215) 900-4204 for more information. Don't have a lot of time, but still want to help? There are plenty of other ways to donate. 
  Appreciation Corner
· We would like to extend our sincerest appreciation to a few individuals and organizations for their dedication and persistence in working with Sisters Returning Home. Our thanks and appreciation goes out to Bread and Roses, State Representative Stephen Kinsey, Councilwoman Cindy Bass, and State Representative Shirley Kitchen!
Intern Corner
· Our 2 summer interns, from the Urban Affairs Coalition, organized a fantastic fundraiser, which was able to give $500 worth of uniforms to 20 children who have at least one parent incarcerated.
· This fall we have many enthusiastic interns. Among the interns are Katie Heroux, from Villanova University, Class of ’18, and Joey Burnosky, from Chestnut Hill College, Class of ’17. 
· I, Joey Burnosky, have had a fantastic experience, thus far, while interning at Sisters Returning Home. I have been honored to work on this newsletter, our upcoming achievement event, and extensive research upon the current recidivism rates and the struggles that women felons face upon their release and throughout their lives after incarceration. Through this experience so far, my eyes has truly been opened to the severity of the underfunding of female funding and how much more must be done to really be able to help these women the way that they deserve.


	 (
Do you or someone you know need help?
 (MUST HAVE STATE REFERRAL)
Sisters Returning Home Inc.’s mission is to assist women who are returning citizens from prison to the community by successfully re-establishing their connection to their families while helping them to build and develop their self-sufficiency, self-esteem and self-respect.
During this time SRH would like to extend the hand of helping you through this transition.  So we now have a hotline number.  You will be able to speak to a counselor that can assist you with the life stressors that this transition may cause.    
Hotline: (267)850-2528
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