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December. Finally. This has been one of the strangest and darkest years in memory. Who knew at this time
last year that as were all gathering together and thinking about Christmas that a year later we would even
worry about gathering together for fear of a virus? Covid-19 has made 2020 incredibly difficult and even dark
as many have dealt with depression that they may have never experienced before.
But that is not the only thing that has brought sadness and strife. Politics, racial strife, and increased violence have all made
2020 one of the most difficult years in memory. For many people, 2020 is a synonym for darkness.
Darkness. Have you ever experienced complete and utter darkness (in the physical sense)? When we are asleep in our rooms,
most of us have a light coming from some type of source, maybe a nightlight, a hallway light, or even an alarm clock, there is
some type of light. Even if we were to go out on a dark night without a moon, there is usually a porch light or lights in the distance, so we are not as familiar with darkness as people once were.
For some, this has perfectly described 2020. Utter darkness without any light. We hope that 2021 will be better, but who can
guarantee that it will be? Maybe the circumstances from 2020 will carry over. Or even worse circumstances will happen in
2021. What is the Christian’s attitude and hope in the face of these types of things?
Well, the obvious Sunday school answer is to look to Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith, but let’s be honest, the darkness can sometimes seem so overwhelming that it seems as if even Jesus cannot help us. I mean, we know within our minds
that He uses the Holy Spirit to intervene within our situations to bring light into the darkness, but often, we cannot see this
within our hearts.
At this point, I think words from Tim Chester can greatly encourage us. He wrote from his book, The One True Light: Here’s the
thing: light always wins. It’s an unequal contest. We know this from our own experience. Light and darkness are asymmetrical.
Light dispels darkness simply by its presence whereas darkness doesn’t naturally extinguish light. You can’t have a "torch-dark"
that casts a beam of darkness into the light. But a "torch-light" casts a beam of light into the darkness—no matter how much
darkness there is.
Think about that. If you are in a room that is completely dark, how much light does it take to dispel away the darkness? Not
very much at all. Light from a phone will even help or even an alarm clock. Sure, we want brighter lights, but when it is
completely dark, any light helps.
The same is true during dark times in our lives. Sometimes, things are so dark that any little hope will help. Yes, we want huge
bright lights to dispel the darkness, but often, we feel like any light any light will help.

However, Jesus Christ is so much brighter than just any light. As we will see on Sunday mornings (from John 1) He is THE Light
that dispels away the darkness. His coming into the world changes everything. He is, as some theologians have put it, the Hero
of it all. My hope and prayer is this Christmas, we will see His birth as the event that will eventually bring about His death and
resurrection, and thus, it is the event that truly changes the world and may change out lives if we look to Him in faith.
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December Birthdays

(For every 5 Yrs. there is a

for extra congratulations)

----------------------------------------------------------

December Anniversaries
21– Tom & Cyndy Jones

January Anniversaries
1– Chad & Wendy Caccamise
5– Stu & Gail Freeman
8– Brandt & Marty Hammack

48yrs

1– Brandt Hammack
3– Isaac Buckland
4– Donna Lacey
4– Bethany Salvia
4– Deborah Catalino
11-Wesley McNear
11– Sandy Partridge
17– Scott McAllister

19-Rena Wilson
20– David Brownell
21– Cindy Baker
23– Wendy Caccamise
30– Nancy Bailey
30– Peyton Goodenbery
31– Bev Wooton

January Birthdays
28 yrs

1– Jim Wilson
4– Colin McNear
7– Rose Wilson
8– Luke Hollenbeck
11– Bruce Partridge
12– Shirley Harris

13– Bruce Glucksman
15– Corky Shaw
23– Eleanor Bater

Job Announcement
The Bergen Evangelical Presbyterian Church
seeks a Christ-centered, Bible-believing musician
open to the Holy Spirit’s leading, to serve as
Assistant Music Coordinator. This person will
work closely with the Music Coordinator and
Pastor on all music-related activities at the
church, including weekly musical participation in
the worship service and leading the worship service once per month.
This is a part-time position (approximately 5
hours per week). A complete job description is
available upon request.
If interested, please submit a letter of inquiry to
<fpcbergen@gmail.com>; include “Assistant
Music Coordinator Search” in the subject of the
email. Questions about the position may be
addressed to Rob Willhoft at (585) 293-1304.

Young Lives is a mission of Young Life, a
mission that our church supports, that
mentors and provides support to teen-aged
moms. We have about 7 young women in the
Genesee County area that are either pregnant
or are raising young children.
We are establishing a ‘baby closet’ to help
these new moms. We would welcome gently
used baby items (clothes, car seats, cribs,
strollers, etc.), as well as new diapers, and
maternity clothing. We have received some
maternity and baby clothing. Thank you for
your generous support. You may contact
Jessica Maskell – Young Lives Genesee
County Coordinator at 585-409-7261,
gcyounglives@gmail.com and/or
Sandy Partridge (committee member)
at 585-414-4593.

A peek at the Church Calendar–
keep an eye on Life in the Church emails for changes!
* During this time of quarantine,
Son Risers will meet through zoom every
Thursday at 6am.
TAG will meet at Church every other Thursday
in the Fellowship Hall.
December
6-Church 10:30
13-Church 10:30
20-Church 10:30
24– Christmas Eve

Operation Christmas
child - we are able to
bless 35 children with
the boxes that were
packed this year.
Thank you to all who
donated!

25-Christmas
26–Blood Drive
27-Church 10:30
3-Church 10:30
10-Church 10:30
17-Church 10:30
24-Church 10:30
31-Church 10:30

January

ATTENTION : Special Advent Offering !!
We want you, our fellow members of the body of Christ, to know of a fund now
called the "Deacon Benevolent Fund", previously called "Local Needs". Some
may be unaware of this fund, but it is used occasionally for persons within our
church body who have an urgent, perhaps emergency financial need, such as
paying a utility bill, medical bills, or other one-time financial assistance. It is by
nature confidential. There is some limited help for community needs.
We are bringing this to your attention during this Advent season, as a way you as
a congregation can help keep money available in this fund to assist those in our
body who may find themselves in need. If you desire to give in this way -above your normal tithes -- please mark your envelope or check
accordingly. If you are giving online, please note a link to the Deacon
Benevolent Fund.
If you have any questions, you can contact me -- or the head of our church's
Finance Team, Tom Jones. Thank you in advance for your part in offering a
helping hand to those in need. We, as Deacons, could not offer this help without
your generosity.
Gratefully, Faith Willhoft, Deacon Moderator

***Mike Wilson will be taking over as Financial Secretary in January. Contact Mike /Ruth if you
want to continue to use envelopes or if you no longer wish to receive them.

Church repairs
We are looking for help in completing some projects that need to be done at Church.
Please contact David Hahn if you can help!
Thanks!
*Paint the front foyer of the sanctuary
*Repair SW wall of west stall of downstairs large ladies room
*Repair front steps
*Repaint outside lower windows and trim
*Make an enclosure for the dehumidifier
*A cover needs to be built over the pipes in the corner of the
nursery- See Julie Foeller or Neva Lattimer with questions
*General painting

Hello to our friends and partners at the Bergen Evangelical Presbyterian Church.
Our last blood drive on Saturday, October 24th collected 24 units. That’s up to 72 lives that will be
helped or saved because of you! Our last blood drive collected 24 productive units of blood on a goal
of 15. That’s 160% That’s AWESOME and AMAZING and ONLY HAPPENED BECAUSE OF
YOU!!! We know how much blood we need to collect at every blood drive to keep the hospital
demands full and covered. The 24 units collect will help up to 72 lives!!!
FUN FACT: Each bag of blood contains red blood cells, platelets and plasma. The platelets are
only good for 5 days and are MOSTLY used on cancer patients. So, ALL the platelets from your
blood drives are USED UP within 5 days, helping or saving someone’s life! THAT’S A
FACT! BECAUSE OF THE Bergen Evangelical Presbyterian Church, LIVES ARE ALREADY
BEING HELPED AND SAVED BECAUSE OF YOU!!!!!
Have a Happy, Healthy, Safe, Fun and Blessed Holiday Season! Jesus is the Reason for the Season!
GOD Bless!
Thaddeus Nauden, Account Manager/Red Cross

Blood Drive
Bergen Evangelical Presbyterian Church
38 South Lake Ave.
Bergen, NY 14416

Saturday, December 26, 2020
10:00 am – 2:00 pm
Please call 1-800-RED CROSS or visit RedCrossBlood.org
to schedule your appointment

ID Required

All presenting donors will receive a long-sleeved
Red Cross T-shirt, while supplies last!
All units collected at this blood drive will
Support the Byron Bergen HS scholarship.

COVID Relief Fund assists our Neighbors in Need
Five local organizations have received funds from the church's COVID Relief Fund.
1. $500 to North Bergen Presbyterian Church food pantry to buy personal hygiene items
that aren't available through normal food channels. We have developed a good relationship
with the food pantry at North Bergen Presbyterian Church. We were able to help them get
a grant from United Way to buy a freezer that allows them to accept food when it is available and maintain until it is needed. Grants through FoodLink have provided food at low or
no cost for distribution. There is a need, though, for personal hygiene items for families.
2. $1,000 to the Batavia Salvation Army to buy the holiday turkeys for the families in
need. The local Salvation Army has come into the holiday season with potential budget
shortfalls because of reduced fundraising and a COVID-related reduction in places and
people who can conduct the regular kettle campaign that makes up a good portion of the
Army's annual income. They report that last year they took care of 180 families, but are
anticipating that number to increase to 300 to 350 this year. They don't have the funds to
buy turkeys for the holiday meals. They also anticipate a shortage in their toy fund for
needy children at Christmas.
3. $1,000 to Byron-Bergen Backpack program for school kids who don't have food at
home over the weekend. The Byron-Bergen School Backpack Program almost didn't take
off this year, but volunteers were finally able to coordinate with the school, and it began
operating again in late October. There is a financial need to stock the backpacks for families that otherwise have no food in the home over a weekend.
4. $500 to Open Door Mission in Rochester to support its meals program. All of their
programs are at capacity: free meals, shelter services for men and women, a separate longterm shelter for women and children, and addiction services. So far, they are able to make
ends meet, but the situation is tight financially. They are seeing more families come to the
meal program, but then go home. Those families are taking advantage of free food in order to spend their resources on other necessities like rent.

5. $250 to All Babies Cherished to assist with its programs caring for pregnant women,
and mothers with young children. Through a matching gift fund, Our $250 contribution
was 100% matched, making it worth $500.
Many agencies we support say that God has been faithful to provide just what is needed at
the time, but are facing concerns for the future because COVID has disrupted their major
fundraising routines, such as the Kettle Program of the Salvation Army and All Babies
Cherished's annual fundraising banquet. Please continue to pray for these organizations
who are helping our neighbors in need.

Sewing With a Purpose
Our Sewing With A Purpose team has been busy making items for the community.
Several SWP team members have been making flannel hearts for Strong NICU
and UMMC Batavia Maternity. Some congregational members have donated
purchased flannel for this project.
Some members have been sewing teddy bears and stuffing them for the Genesee
County Domestic Violence Safe House.
Marty Hammack and her team of boys, Noah, Jonah and Jeremiah rolled all the
prepared bandages we had on hand for the Kimia Care Center and the Pioneer
Hospital in the Congo. Sewing team members are busy stitching together the
remaining strips of sheets. We are preparing a suitcase heading to the Congo after
we learned of a person planning on going to the Africa between Christmas and
New Years. We are not collecting any more donations of sheets, pillowcases, or
suitcases . Thank you for your generous support.

Grace Leanen and Debbie McAllister created16 bags for the
Restore Sexual Assault Program. This was a one time
donation. The bags will hold a pair of sweatpants,
sweatshirt, and toiletries.
Thanksgiving is a great time to reflect on all our blessings.
Thank you everyone!

YOUTH GROUP IS BACK ON!!!!
After an almost eight-month break, TAG was finally able to begin meeting at the church again
in October! Almost 20 teens showed up for our first youth group (and over 20 for our second
TAG meeting!) We have been meeting in the fellowship hall and having great discussions
about how God is faithful, even during hard times, and how he continues to bless all of us with
many “God Moments” daily. For our game, we have been playing very competitive rounds of
Bible Scattergories! Winners get huge candy bars! COVID-19 protocols and procedures,
similar to those in schools, are in place to keep everyone safe and healthy. We practice social
distancing and wear masks when not seated six feet apart. We are also asking any teens (or
families) who are sick, or exhibiting any Covid-19 symptoms, to stay home.
Our TAG youth group will be meeting on the following Thursdays from 6:30-8:00: December 3
and December 17 . Please keep all the teens of our group, and in Bergen, in your prayers.

rd
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Youth Group November 12

th

Coffee Hour snacks needed

We hope that you all had a wonderful and safe
Thanksgiving.
We will be working on readying the kitchen for use
again, once we are able to get together and share a
meal and fellowship. We are cleaning and clearing
out. There are still some pans/casserole dishes/
containers that have been left in the kitchen. Please
take a moment to check and see if some of them
might be yours. We will also need to clean the refrigerator and freezer. If you have any food in either of
them, please remove it or label it. Thank you!!

As we look forward to the advent of our Savior’s
birth, look for opportunities to show his love by
reaching out to each other, your families, and others
in our community.
Stay safe and well.
The Fellowship Team
Eunie Ely
Helen Hill
Diane White
Kevin Hollenbeck
Marty Hammack
Sandy Partridge
Delores Seward
Pam Patmore

We all like to enjoy snacks for coffee hour before and
after church. Please consider helping out by
supplying something from this list:
baked items, fruit,
vegetables,
cheese & crackers,
chips.

or

The committee also
accepts monetary donations towards the
purchase of snacks.

Contact Eunie Ely if
you can help in any way.

Don’t throw away your
empty ink cartridges!
There is a box in the
coffee hour foyer near
the long table where
Young Life Collects
them. This is an
ongoing fundraiser
for them.
They are able to get credit for empty ink cartridges
at one of the local office stores towards purchases
when they return them.
You can even bring in empty toner cartridges
from copy machines.

BEPC Bike Ministry
(Winter coats & shoes too!)
If anyone is interested in helping to repair
bikes, donating bikes, and helmets, see Stu
Freeman. Stu is also collecting winter coats
and gently used shoes! If you are cleaning out
your closets or see a deal at a garage sale, bring
in winter coats and shoes in all sizes!
Stu recently came into the office and told me
about a man he gave a bike to. He had no
means of transportation. Stu gave him a bike
which he uses to get to work everyday! The
bike meant the world to him! It is great to see
what the donations you give are doing for
people! Each bike donated comes with a card
that has our information on it as well as a Bible
verse!

Don’t forget to check out the
bulletin board, when church
resumes, to signup!
*Nursery help & KFC
*our to do list
*Snack signups

This month, please pray for:
Those with ongoing challenges and needs: The Youth of our church and our community.
Those serving as Missionaries:
Chris Martz, Aggie Redinger, Delores
Seward, David Hahn, Adriane Broadbooks, Joseph Harvey; Uli Fernandez in Mexico; Berti BerBob and Kathy Cosgrove, Nancy Alfes,
hami with Campus Crusades for Christ in Albania;
Janice Langdon’s mother (Jo Files), Susan
Mark Randall with CRU; Scott Crosby now in the
Brownell’s grandmother; Hazel Newsom - states but still dealing with missions in the Far East,
and her caretakers Susan’s parents Paul and Tim Riley with Young Life, and Kelsey Hill with
Sandy Harris, Malanie Glucksman, and Evelyn
Campus Target, and John Gay.
Pangrazio-friend of Tom and Cyndy Jones, Brian
Our Session, Deacons, Youth Leader Joe Rebisz,
Roche, Colton Ely, Rusty Brenton
Worship Leader Christin Snell, Personnel Committee,
Nominating Committee, CE Committee and the many
Those fighting cancer: Dan For no, Stacy Cline,
more committees and ministries that help run the
Elaine Malkani-Cyndy Jones’ sister. Corky’s friend,
Sharon, fighting colon cancer, Rosemary Utz-friend of church. Pray for the other local churches in our area
(and your area too!)
McAllisters, vonBergen’s grandson, Joe
Continued healing for Helen Hill’s sister-in-law
Dorcas Arbach, June Hahn’s niece Ann Crone, & Joan
Miller

President Donald Trump, his advisors, NYS Governor
Andrew Cuomo & all in authority in this community,
state, nation & the world

Those who have lost loved ones:
The family of Max Jessop, the family Rob Charcholla,
The family of Willard Pengelly, family of Michael
O'Brien, the family of Don Thorp, and the Roche
family

The Servicemen & Women of the United States, as
well as our Veterans and their families.
Please pray for upcoming election in November

Deacon Notes:
DECEMBERThe season of giving is
here. Let us try to focus
on all we've been GIVEN,
and not on what Covid has
taken away from us.

Psalm 115:1 -...to Your name give glory,
because of Your mercy,
because of Your truth.

The Deacons' decision for the 2020
holidays was to NOT solicit or
distribute food in any
form.
Instead, Thanksgiving cards were
sent, some including gift cards to
our local grocer, ANG Foods in
Churchville. Our goal was to bring
blessing, encouragement and
assistance to fellow members of
the body of Christ.

A public shout-out to our "card-making ladies" for providing beautiful
hand-made cards.

Church Finances
October 2020
"Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If you do,” says
the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, “I will open the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing so
great you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test!
Malachi 3:10
Our giving to the church seems to have fallen into a rut: August, September and October all were between $14,170 and $14,200. That rut is about $3,000 below our monthly goal; thus, overall giving for
the year is now appr. $30,000 low. Expenses continue to be low, due in part to the pandemic, but,
again funds from the Accumulated Income Fund were needed - $4,000 in October.
Giving to our Covid Relief Fund continues very well, and through October the total received has
reached $4,620. The first disbursements from the Fund have been made, and a total of $3,250 was
provided to five different local Christian mission organizations. The full list of recipients is available
from the church office.

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT – OCTOBER 2020
OPERATING FUND
Income

Sunday offering:
Net Online Offering:

*note – online offering reflects $32.39 fee taken from gross donations from the vendor before deposit

$9,655.00
$1,075.63

Amortized one time gifts:
$3,450.00
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Total New Receipts
$14,180.63
Opening Balance (from previous month)
$323.07
Total Funds Available (opening balance + new receipts)
$14,503.70

Expenses

Gross Expenditures for the month
Line Item Paybacks received this month that reduce expenses

None

$14,870.04
$0.00

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Net Expenditures for the Month
$14,870.04
Accumulated Income Fund Transfer Needed to cover Expenditures
Extra Monthly Amortized Gift Overdrawn from the AIF $550.00
Monthly Amortized Gift Left in Accumulated Income Fund

$3,450.00

OPERATING FUND BALANCE

$183.66

$0.00

DESIGNATED FUND
Opening Balance (from previous month)
New Designated Receipts
Total Designated Expenditures

$24,411.18
$1,169.85
$12,668.74

DESIGNATED FUND BALANCE

$12,912.29

TOTAL CHECKBOOK BALANCE (Operating Fund + Designated Fund)
OTHER FUND ACTIVITY

Accumulated Income Fund
 For October expenditures
Current Balance (10/31/2020)
Geer Fund
 October Deposit
Current Balance (10/31/2020)

-$4,000.00
$22,644.23
$2,000.00
$5,929.28

$13,095.95

