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Dear Members,
2018 has started and January will be over by the time you read this! Our club is doing well and your Officers,
Directors and other special events chair-people were elected at our annual meeting on January 10th. Everybody
from last year’s positions were re-instated, including myself. I want to thank our team for taking on another year
with me!
We are planning an eventful 2018 and lots of dates have been penciled in already. Check out the calendar on your
club website www.AACAHillsborough.com
Our April 13, 2019 Gasparilla Concours d’Elegance is taking off and a lot of potential sponsorship and volunteers
are showing huge interest in joining us for that fantastic event.
Our next meet-up will be rescheduled to February 21, 2018, so that you can enjoy your Valentines Day with your
sweethearts. Instead of the second Wednesday of the month, we will meet on the 3 rd Wednesday (2/21/18) and
meeting at “The Vault”. More details are below in the Newsletter.
Because there are so many other car events during February, it was decided not to organize anything else in
February.
Joanne and I will be at Carlisle Auction & AutoFest at Lakeland’s Sun n’ Fun Air Museum complex, February
22-25. Please come by and see us!
The motto this year is “Make other people happy with your old car”. Either driving them
to events, touring around, or displaying at car shows, you know how happy people get
when they see your old car. Let’s spread the happiness.

Shirts for sale @$27; Pins $5; Windbreakers $21 . Call Ron
Martin (813) 220-5109
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Membership Dues: AACA Hillsborough Region Dues- still only $20 a year! Annual Dues to
AACA National are $40 and must be current to maintain your regional club membership.
http://www.aaca.org/About-AACA/membership.html

Meet-Ups
Our Monthly Meet-ups are held on the 2nd Wednesday of each month. Arrive at 6:30pm, the meeting
starts at 7pm and lasts for approximately one hour. Snacks usually provided by the host. When
meeting is at a restaurant, then please arrive at 6pm to eat.
NEXT MEET-UP: Happy Valentine’s Day! Wednesday, February 14, 2018 will be postponed until the
following week, Wednesday Feb. 21, 2018.
The location will be at “The Vault”, 5402 W. Laurel,
Tampa, FL 33607. We will be meeting at 5:30pm at
Longhorn Steakhouse 1820 N. Westshore Blvd. Tampa,
FL 33607, for dinner beforehand, and then meet at
6:30pm at “The Vault”. If you arrive early, say hello
to our host, Rick Ivester.

February Celebrations
4- Marulys Caro Ramos
7- Ken Hornung
7- Lucy Pullara
20- Danny Bonilla
Bob French

Happy Anniversary!
27- Ken & Dona Hornung
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Member Profile….. by Bob Slaney

Terry Sparks
Born in Beaumont, Texas, Terry is an only child with remarkable parents and a wonderful extended family. Never
did he imagine that he would outlive almost all the relatives who were a part of his life as a child, but that is indeed
Terry’s reality. As Terry states, “Memories are most important when you no longer have any of those special
people around.” So many of those memories include family autos because it was the essential way of getting
around to see all the family back then! Since his dad loved long driving vacations, there were many times they
spent on the road, especially out West including California and the Pacific Northwest. His parents loved the
Western states where they had lived during his father's Army assignments in World War II.
A generous gift from his maternal grandparents,
his first car was a new 1970 Mercury Cougar XR7
in pale blue with dark blue vinyl roof and blue
leather interior. Terry exclaims that he wishes he
still had that first Cougar! Without a doubt though,
the Lincoln marque has played a big role in his
family life. His parents were driving a 1949
Lincoln sedan at the time of his birth, so it was the
very first car ride for Terry. Although there were
Mercury’s, an Oldsmobile, and a Thunderbird in between, they had a 1967 Lincoln Continental when he was
learning to drive and that was the car Terry drove to get his driver's license. Except for one more Thunderbird, his
parents had a Lincoln or two in their garage until they both passed away in their nineties in 2012. Terry eventually
owned many of their Lincolns as they worked a trade each time they bought a new one.
A business woman all her adult life, his mother kept meticulous records and left him with an amazing amount of
documentation regarding almost every car they ever bought, including photographs and original invoices or
window stickers. After his parents passed away, Terry put together a memory album centered around the family's
cars. It includes photos of almost every car including their first 1949 Lincoln along with the invoice and the check
stub for the purchase. Many of the car photos come from the family vacations or family gatherings, so it is a great
way to remember not only the good times but also the good cars along the way. Terry has kept the purchase
invoices or car window stickers where available. Details like these clearly indicate that Terry is a certified car nut!
Employed in Texas banking for much of his early career, Terry came to Florida 22 years ago to reinvent himself
after the demise of all the big Texas banks in the late 80's and early 90's. He eventually settled into a career
change serving as a travel consultant with a focus on cruise ship travel. He retired from that field five years ago.
Long divorced now, Terry has one son
who just got married this past
November. Terry became an instant
grandfather because son’s new wife has a
three-year-old daughter from a prior
relationship. His son has had a passion
for the sea ever since he was very
young. After completing a Degree in
Marine Navigation from the Maritime
Program at Texas A&M over ten years
ago, Terry’s son now has an unlimited
license which means he is qualified to master any size vessel on any body of water. He serves as a ship captain
for McDermott Oil based in Houston but lives in Fort Lauderdale. Whereas Terry is passionate about cars, his
son is passionate about boats! However, he does enjoy a good automobile and broke the family tradition when
he purchased a Cadillac Escalade a year or so before his grandfather passed away. He dreaded showing that
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car to his grandfather for the first time! After balking about this choice, Terry’s dad actually liked the
Escalade. Other family members have owned Cadillacs over the years.
Terry’s first collector car was not an old car, but it was rare and also a car that was purchased new by his
parents. It was a 1995 Lincoln Town Car Spinnaker Edition with Ivory exterior. Terry’s research indicates that
there were two color choices for the Spinnaker, either Ivory tri-coat
or Dark Portofino Blue, and only about 500 of these cars were
built. Terry took this car to the 2010 Eastern National Meet of the
Lincoln and Continental Owners Club where it took a Lincoln Trophy
in its class. His father was thrilled. Even though Terry sold the car
after that, he was already hooked on the idea of another collector
car.
With retirement, Terry has had more opportunity to own and enjoy a
few collector cars. He currently has a 1978 Continental Mark V
finished in Dark Red. This car nearly duplicates the one he had the
privilege of special ordering for his parents when they were still operating the family business in the 70's. Each
time Terry drives this Continental, he feels that his parents are there with him in spirit. Terry also owns a 1979
Cadillac Eldorado, the first year of the downsized Eldo. His best friend had one of these back when they were
new and he always liked the car. Terry is sure that his dad would approve of both fine automobiles as stable
mates.
As a new member, Terry joined the AACA last year. He is also a member of the Lincoln and Continental Owners
Club and the Cadillac LaSalle Club.

Strokers Club
Contact Jeremy Waters jeremyfl81@gmail.com

We had a great turnout for
breakfast and the Cook’s
Museum Tour on Sunday,
January 21. One of those
places where you could eat off the floor! Fabulous
car and antique collection. For more pictures,
visit the club website.
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Officers & Board of Directors
President:
Brando Pistorius
813-917-9205 brando@oldwheel.com
Vice President:
Ron Martin
Secretary:
Leo Dougherty
Treasurer:
Marlene Hall

Coming Up…
Feb. 9-11 Sumter Swap Meet Extravaganza
Feb. 18th – Sun City Center Rotary Car Club Show
Feb. 21st – Meet-up at “The Vault”
Feb. 23-24 – Carlisle Winter AutoFest, Sun n Fun
Air Museum, Lakeland

Board of Directors:
Willie Fernandez
Bob French
Dave Kurash
Tony Santos

Feb. 25th- Boca Raton Concours d’Elegance

Newsletter Editor:
Joanne Pistorius
Special Events:
Linda Fernandez
Member Profiles:
Barbara Mednick
Webmaster:
Joanne Pistorius
Photographer:
Ken Hornung
Tour Coordinator:
Howie Mednick
Membership Chair:
Brando Pistorius

More details to come…

For more information, check your club website
www.AACAHillsborough.com

March 3rd - Drive in at Silver Moon Drive-in. 4100
U.S. 92 W. (New Tampa Hwy.; also known as George
Jenkins Blvd.) Lakeland.
March 11th – Amelia
Island Concours
d’Elegance

March 14th - Meet Up is
at Howie and Barbara
Mednick’s home. A Wine & Chocolate night, we
will also be serving interesting fruit juices and other
non-alcoholic beverages and snacks. Price per
person is $5 Call Howie to RSVP. (808) 347-0912
hm49a@aol.com
April 7th - All- American Heritage Picnic at the
Pistorius’. Details to follow.
April 13-14 CCCA/AACA event Barberville, Fl
Howie is organizing a Tour with our cars.
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Classifieds:

1964 Studebaker GT Hawk

For Sale
$16,000 $15,000
Call Brando Pistorius 813-917-9205

1952 Lincoln Capri
$45,000 $41,000
Call Brando Pistorius 813-917-9205

1941 Lincoln
$ 60,000 or best offer
Call Bill Watt
412-364-3176

1929 Peerless
$37,000 $33,000
Call Brando Pistorius 813-917-9205

1996 Lincoln Mark

Wanted:

Members…if you are

looking for parts or a specific car now is
the time to let us know and we will post
it in the newsletter and website for free!
Email Joanne Pistorius at
joanne@oldwheel.com
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Sponsors:

VIII
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Coming April 13, 2019

presents…

1st Annual Gasparilla Concours d'Elegance
Be a part of the inaugural event that car collectors have been
waiting for, Tampa’s first Concours d’Elegance, to be held in
Gasparilla Concours d’Elegance, Inc
Directors:
Brando Pistorius, Automotive (813)917-9205
Joanne Pistorius, Administrative (813)714-1019
Howie Mednick, Sponsorship (808) 347-0912
Ford Heacock, Mentor

Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park in Downtown Tampa.

Sponsors * Vendors * Volunteers * Participants

www.GasparillaConcours.com
Info@GasparillaConcours.com
There is always great information on your AACA National Club Website
www.AACA.org

Sign up for your monthly Speedster e-Magazine
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